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N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R  

SPECIAL ISSUES OF THE BRB 

The E d i t o r i a l  Board has concluded that t h e  development of Spec ia l  
Issues of  t h e  BRB, organized by Guest E d i t o r s ,  might serve a use-  
f u l  purpose. m r e f o r e ,  a p a r t  of t h e  Research Notes section of 
each December issue will be devoted t o  a spec ia l  t o p i c ,  providing 
that enough interest is generated to produce volunteers f o r  t h e  
editing of these issues. The i dea  behind t hese  Spec ia l  Issues is 
t h a t  t h e  Guest Editor w i l l  a t tempt  to o r g a n i z e  a group  o f  contri- 
b u t i o n s  on a particular subject in o r d e r  t o  pr'obe new areas of  
research ,  summarize the s t a t e  of knowledge in a p a r t i c u l a r  f i e l d ,  
review t h e  problems still to be dealt with, and so on. 

C.  A .  S a t h e r  t o  G u a s t  Edit the December 1 9 7 1  I s s u e  on Supra-Loca l  

C .  A .  Sather  has volunteered to guest e d i t  t h e  Research Notes 
s e c t i o n  of t h e  December 1 9 7 1  issue and organize it around the 
prob lem of traditional p o l i t i c a l  systems in Borneo and the South-  
e r n  Philippines. He w i l l  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  a collection of brief  
reports on those  s o c i e t i e s  that possess  supra-local political 
institutions or were historically a f fec ted  by  them.  Some of t h e  
questions that will be examined will include: how political 
elites were r e c r u i t e d ;  t o  what extent were p o l i t i c a l  roles 
d i f f e r e n t i a t e d ;  how d i d  succession to o f f i c e  o c c u r ;  what powers 
were held by administrative subord ina tes  and what were reserved 
to the head of t h e  s t a t e ;  how were the goals of contending local, 



regional, or ethnic groups mediated;  and t o  what extent  were these  
groups able  to a c t  independently of the paramount head of t h e  
s t a t e  or h i s  administrative representatives; and how were diverse 
e t h n i c  groups incorporated i n t o  the s t a t e .  

The contributors for this Spec ia l  Issue t o  date  i n c l u d e  E. ~ a s i f i o  
on the Jama Mapun; D, Brown on Brunei; I. Black on Sabah i n  t h e  
19th century; J. R. Wortmann on Kutai; and C. Sather on t h e  Bajau 
Laut , 

Anyone else interested in contributing to this Special Issue should 
contact Dr. C. A,  Sather,  Department of Anthropology and S o c i o l o g y ,  
Vassar Col lege ,  Poughkeepsie, New York 10921. 

Ord inarg  Research Notes 

It is a l s o  planned t o  publish as usual in t h e s e  Special Issues 
o t h e r  Research Notes t h a t  do not dea l  with t h e  spec ia l  t o p i c  b e i n g  
covered. These should be sent as in the p a s t  to the E d i t o r  of the 
BRB. 

F u t u ~ e  SpeciaZ Issues 

The E d i t o r  would welcome any suggestions from readers  as t o  what 
top ic s  or areas of research  might b e  usefully covered in f u t u r e  
Special Issues, and he would welcome as well volunteers for Guest 
Editor of such issues, 

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED 

As we have moved t o  a subscription b a s i s ,  one of t h e  most rewarding 
and encouraging experiences has been the unexpected contributions 
t h a t  have come in towards the c o s t s  of publishing the BRB, These 
will c e r t a i n l y  h e l p  make the BRB t h e  kind of publicationthe readers  
desire and enable  it t o  coverdevelopments in Borneo research more 
adequately, Such contributions are very g r e a t l y  appreciated indeed, 
and on behalf of t h e  Borneo Research Council, I would like to thank 
the following individuals for their kindness and thoughtfulness: 

J. Ralph Audy; I .  D, Black; British Museum (Natural History]; 
John Elliot; Peter Goetha l s ;  Jack Golson; John Heimann; M, A .  
Jaspan; Ernest Le Vos; David W. McCredie; Alastair  Morrison; 
John K. Musgrave; Rodney Needham; John Henry Pfifferling; 
Anthony J. N, Richards; t h e  Rev. Gerard Rixhon; Margaret Roff; 
J6r8me Rousseau; Ronald G .  Russell; Heather Strange; Peter 
Weldon, Leigh R. Wright; and James L, Deegan. 

A t  this p o i n t  I should add that we are  now receiving so many i n t e r -  
esting Research Notes t h a t  f o r  lack of space under o u r  current 
budget, we may have to forego temporarily publishing the list of 



contents of Borneo journals. However, we will of course rein- 
stitute this section as soon as o u r  budget permits us to do so. 
In the meantime, 1 would welcome comments f rom reade r s  as t o  what 
sections of t h e  BRB they  f i n d  t h e  most u s e f u l  or what  areas we 
should perhaps c a r  in the  future, I encourage  those  i n t e r e s t e d  
in Borneo research to l e t  me please  know what their thoughts are 
on the d i r e c t i o n  t h e  BRB should take i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t o  make it more 
responsive t o  the n e e a s o f  t h e  readers  and more u s e f u l  to those 
engaged in research or otherwise interested in Borneo. 

Finally, we hope t h a t  by the means of subscriptions, supplemented 
by contributions, we shall have t h e  BRB established in the next 
eighteen months on a sound financialfooting so that it can pro- 
vide a permanent service to those i n t e r e s t e d  in Borneo research. 
Readers1 thoughts and comments on the problems of financial plan- 
ning for the - BRB would a l s o  b e  very gratefully apprec ia ted!  

N E W  MEMBER ELECTED TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Board of Directors of the Borneo Research Council takes great 
pleasure in announcing the election of Professor  Frederick L. 
Dunn, M , D . ,  to the Board. Dr. Dunn is Professor  o f  Epidemology 
and Medical Anthropology, Department of International Heal th ,  
University of California, San Francisco Medical Center;  Chairman 
of the Graduate Group in Anthropology at the University of Cal- 
ifornia, San Francisco; and a member of t h e  Malaysian P r o j e c t  of 
the International Center f o r  Medical Research and Training, Hooper 
Foundation, San Francisco Medical Center. H i s  fields of interest 
include the epidemology of parasitic diseases, medical anthropo- 
logy, ecological-anthropology, and archaeology. He has c a r r i e d  
out extens ive  f i e l d  work in Malaysia including two years of field 
work among t h e  Temuan of Malaya during which time he conducted 
ecological, medical -anthropological, and general ethnographic 
investigations. Two of his recent publications are: 1967, The 
Current  Status of Ethnograph ic ,  Genetic, and Other Biomedical 
Research Among t h e  Primitive E t h n i c  Groups of Southeas t  A s i a ,  in 
P. T. Baker and J, S. Weiner ( eds . ) ,  The Bio logy  of Human Adapt- 
abilit , Oxford, Clarendon Press; 1968, kpidemological Pactors: + Healt and Disease in Hunter-Gathers. in Richard  B. Lee and 
Irven DeVore, Man the Hunter, chicago, Aldine,  

Dr. Dunn will b r i n g  t o  the Board coverage i n  the  f i e l d s  of b o t h  
medicine and medical anthropology,  which to date have n o t  been 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  represented. His address is: Department of 
International Health, University of California, San Francisco,  
California 9 4 1 2 2 ,  U , S , A .  



R E S E A R C H  N O T E S  

MILESTONES IN THE HISTORY OF KUTAI, KALlMANTAN-TIMUR, BORNEO 

J. R. Wortmann* 

Borneo is the f irs t  among t h e  i s l a n d s i n  t h e  Indonesian Archipelago 
with a known history, In fact t h e  oldest known inscriptions in the 
Archipelago were found in Kutailama in Kutai. These consist of 
four stone s a c r i f i c i a l  p o l e s  ( sanskr i t :  yupa) d a t i n g  from about 
400 A.D., on which in Pallawascript, metrical  sanskrit, King 
Mulawarman's generosity towards t h e  Brahmins is commemorated. King 
Mulawarman's father, Acwawarman, was the founder of the royal 
dynasty and it seems likely tha t  t h e  Brahmins re fe r red  to in t h e  
i n s c ~ i p t i o n s  were Agnihotrins, followers of t h e  Veda, a branch of 
t h e  Hinduism, (As a comparison it is w o r t h  noting t h a t  the oldest 
dated inscriptions in Java are only  from the year 7 3 2  A.D.)  

Subsequent to these i n s c r i p t i o n s  n o t h i n g  is known about Kutai for 
n e a r l y  1000  years. Then, i n  1365, we f i n d  t h e  name Kutai mentioned 
in t h e  old-Javanese historical poem Nigarakrtggama, verse 14.1. 
It is also around this time t h a t  the  saga-per iod of the Kutai- 
dynasty begins and t h e  Kingdom of Kutai begins  to take shape. The 
mythical o r i g i n  and genealogy of this royal house are  described in 
t h e  Salasilah of Kutai, There are five known manuscripts of this 
genealogical reg is ter ,  which is written in literary Malay, showing 
t races  of t h e  language of Kutai and i n c l u d i n g  Javanese words and 
phrases.  

The o r i g i n a l  Salasilah w a s  probably written, at l e a s t  p a r t l y ,  dur- 
i n g  the  reign of the e i g h t h  Sultan, Pangeran Sinum Pandji Mendapa 
ing  Martapura, ca. 1600-1635, Kutai evolved most l i k e l y  from t h e  
joining of four regions, Djahi tan-Lajar ,  Hulu-Dusun, Sembaran and 
Binalu,  presumably settlements of Hindu-Javanese. Espec ia l ly  a f t e r  
the introduction of Islam, ca. 1606 by Tuan Tunggung Parangan, the  
Sultanate expanded more in land ,annexat ing  three small countries 
Markaman (on the Mahakam, 15 miles above Samarinda), Kota Bangun 
(near Markaman) and Pahu ( 3 7  miles above Samarinda), From that 
time on the Sul tans  of Kuta i  have borne  the r o y a l  i n s i g n i a  of 
Kota Bangun, 

The genealogical line of the Kutai dynasty begins with Batara Agung 
Maharadja Dewa Sakti as f i r s t  Sultan of Kutai and ends with A d j i  
Mohammed Parikesit, the  20th Sul t an ,  who s t i l l  lives at Tenggarong. 

On November 7 ,  1635, Gerrit Thomassen Pool was the  first Dutchman 
t o  s a i l  up t h e  river Mahakam. Kutai was a g a i n  visited by Dutchmen 
in 1 6 7 1  and 1673, but a f t e r  that it had no further contac t  with 

* This is a very b r i e f  synopsis of t h e  history of Kutai t h a t  I am 
c u r r e n t l y  writing and intend to publish i n  an illustrated book. 



t h e  Dutch, although it was indirectly, via the Kingdom of Ban- 
djermasin, tributary to the East-India Company. This remained 
however a dead  l e t t e r  because they  d i d  not live up t o  t h e  con-  
t r ac t s .  

Samarinda was founded ca, 1730, and in 1 8 2 5  t h e  Dutch, i n  t h e  
person of Georg Mcller, made their first direct contract w i t h  t h e  
S u l t a n  of Kutai. This contract also d i d  not last, 

The f i r s t  half of t h e  19th century  b rough t  t o  Kutai  t h e  presence 
of several English merchant-adventurers: Dalton,  Murray, King ,  
Carter, and Morgan. There was a busy  t r a d e  a t  t h a t  time between 
Kutai and Singapore ,  and proas  from Kuta i  took r a t t a n ,  g u t t a -  
Percha and beeswax to Singapore and r e tu rned  w i t h ,  among other 
t h i n g s ,  cotton, t e x t i l e s ,  and arms, During  t h e  last q u a r t e r  of 
t h e  19th century  the  Scotsman Gray played  a r o l e  in the develop- 
ment of navigation on t h e  Mahakam and also w i t h i n  the n a t i v e  
Community of Samarinda. It was not until 1846  t h a t  Dutch r u l e  
was established w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  of M. von Dewall, f i r s t  civil 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of  t h e  e a s t  coast  of Borneo. From t h a t  time on 
t h e  Sultans of Kutai comported themselves as loyal vassals of 
t h e  Dutch. This was especially obvious during t h e  War of Ban- 
djermasin ( 1 8 5 9 - 1 8 6 3 ) .  The e x t e n t  of Dutch power was enhanced 
gradually t h rough  supplementary t r e a t i e s .  

In 1888 the mining-engineer J. H.  Menten began ,  with the e x p l o i t -  
ation of coa l  a l o n g  t h e  Mahakam, t h e  Steenkolen Maatschappij  
Oost-Borneo with its first mining venture  at Batu P a n g g a l ,  some 
miles up the river past Samarinda. Menten also laid the foun-  
dation f o r  o i l  exploitation in East Borneo by l e a s i n g  h i s  
concessions to Samuel 6 Co., of London, founde r  of the S h e l l  
Company. This is also t h e  time of t h e  abolition of slavery in 
Kutai ( 1 8 9 5 )  and of Dr. A .  W. Nieuwenhuisl famous expeditions 
across  Borneo. 

The first Roman Catholic mission was established at Laham i n  1907. 
One year l a t e r  Kutai ceded t h e  d i s t r i c t  of Upper Mahakam to t h e  
Dutch government in exchange for a yearly compensation of 12,900 
guilders "for the sultan and his princes o f  the Kingdom." 

By the end of t h e  19th c e n t u r y  trade and industry were being d e v e l -  
oped by small trading companies. But i t  was i n  t h e  beginning of  
the 20th century that the economy of Kutai flourished as a result 
of the establishment of t h e  Borneo-Sumatra Trade Co., with o f f i c e s  
a long  t h e  whole arch ipe lago .  In t hese  years  t h e  c a p i t a l  of t h e  
''landschapskas," or r e g i o n a l  t r e a s u r y ,  grew a t  a s t e a d y  pace 
through annual surplus. By 1 9 2 4  t h e  Kuta i  t r e a s u r y  h e l d  a reserve 
of 3,280,000 guilders--for those days a tremendous amount for this 
self-governing territory with a size of 4 5 , 1 9 0  square kilometers 
and a population of only ca. 179,000. 



NEW RADIO-CARBON (C-143 DATES FROM BRUNEI 

Tom Harrisson 

Little work has been done on d a t i n g  open s i t e s  or t h e  metal age 
generally in Southeast A s i a ,  This does p r e s e n t  special difficulties, 
owing to rapid decay of exposed materials, flooding, contaminat ion 
by r o o t s ,  animal and l a t e r  agricultural disturbance, Thus while 
there are  many cave dates in Borneo--back 38,000 years  in Sarawak 
and 10,000 i n  Sabah (T. 4 B. Harrisson 19711--hiterto only t h e  
terminal phase a t  the extensive Santubong open s i t e s  in t h e  Sarawak 
River d e l t a  has been determined by a single r e s u l t :  1315 A . D .  
(*95 years; Harrisson 6 OtConnor 1969, 1 9 7 0 ) .  

Through t h e  cooperation and support of Pengeran Shariffuddin, 
Curator of t h e  Brunei Museum, a s e r i e s  of fifteen C-14 dates  have 
now been ob t a ined  from prehistoric vegetab le  materials a t  Kota 
Batu, Brunei's o l d  c a p i t a l ,  where they were excavated in 1952-53 
(T, E B. Harrisson 1 9 5 6 1 .  Kota Batu is extraordinary in t h a t  an- 
cient cut wood, charcoal ,  dammar r e s i n ,  coconut and o ther  f ru i t s  
remain well preserved in an acid d e p o s i t  with a h i g h  water t a b l e .  

These results will be r e p o r t e d  in detail, with several necessary 
qualifications, elsewhere. Meanwhile, they do provide t h e  f i r s t  a t  
a l l  comprehensive picture of its kind, however inadequate. They 
a l s o  confirm t h e  previous view that this is an exceptionally impor- 
t a n t  s i t e ,  w i t h  long human continuity. A l l  o t h e r  published metal 
age sites in this p a r t  of t h e  world were occupied f o r  shorter 
per iods ,  with sharp interruption. 

The basic  information is summarized i n  t h e  following t a b l e ,  which 
uses dep th s  as a rough index,  although clearly absolute depth  is 
of itself no f i n a l  standard under these conditions. 

KOTA BATU, BRUNEI C-14 RESULTS 
- -arranged by approximate age. * 

Date 
(Approx. ) Material 

95 Charcoal 

Depth Geochron Laboratories 
(inches) Ser i a l  No. (ex / - )  

A.D. 

595 Charcoal 6 Wood 4 8 - 5 4  1802 

605 Charcoal 66-72 1806 

* The last f o u r  and latest in t h e  tabulated dates have been publish- 
ed and discussed in Brunei Museum Journa l  2 :  186-197, 1970; the o t h e r  
eleven are here reported for the first time, 



Date Depth Geochron Laboratories 
(Approx, ) Mater ia l  ( i nches )  S e r i a l  No. ( G X / - )  

6 9 0  Wood (Inst iapalernbanica)  8 4 - 9 0  

8 0 5  Wood (Instia aalembanical 6 6 - 7 2  1 7 9 9  

820  Charcoal 7 2 - 7 8  1 8 0 8  

8 7 5  Wood and Charcoal 4 8 - 5 4  1 8 0 3  

940 Wood [Shorea spp) 

1030 Wood 6 Charcoal 

1090 Ironwood (Eusideroxylon] 7 8 - 8 4  1800 

1300 Wood (Koompass i a )  5 4 - 6 0  1 7 9 7  

1300 Charcoal 2 4 - 3 0  1543 

1415 Charcoal 2 4 - 3 0  1541 

1695 Charcoal 2 4 - 3 0  1540 

1815 Charcoal 2 4 - 3 0  1 5 4 2  

The si ma varies between * 85 to * 1 2 5  years.  F u r t h e r  
samp e s  rom sectors and mater ia l s  n o t  yet  t e s t e d  will 
be repo r t ed  in due course. 

B i b Z i o g r a p h y :  Harrisson, Tom and Barbara, 1 9 5 6 ,  Kota Batu in 
Brunei, Sarawak Museum J. 7 : 2 8 3 - 3 1 9 ;  Harrisson, Tom and Barbara, 
1971. The Prehistory of Sabah. Kota Kinabalu, Sabah Soc ie ty ;  
~arrisson, Tom and 5. J.  onnor nor, 196 
h i s t o r i c  Iron Industry in West ~ o r n e o ,  
I thaca .  Cornell U.. Z vols.: Harrisson 

9 ,  ~xcavations o f  the  P r e -  
Southeast  A s i a  Program, . Tom and S. J .  OtConnor, 

1970,   old and ~ e ~ a l i t h i c  ~ ; t i v i t ~  in Prehistoric and Recent West 
Borneo, Southeast  Asia  Program, Ithaca, Cornefl U. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A RESIDENCY I N  BRUNEI 1881-1905* 

Colin Nei l  Crisswell 
University of Hong Kong 

In gran t ing  a r o y a l  charter  to the North Borneo Company in 1881 
the British Government was strengthening its claim t h a t  no r the rn  

* The writer has recently submitted a Ph.D. t h e s i s  on this topic 
to t he  Universi ty  of Hong Kong. H i s  f i n d i n g s  are outlined here- 
with. 



Borneo was a British sphere of interest, This was another step 
in t h e  process begun by the acquisition of Sarawak by James Brooke 
in 1841. The intention of the British Government was t o  exclude 
fo re ign  powers from t h e  area ,  for strategic and commercial reasons, 
while keeping its own direct involvement t o  the minimum. The 
sphere of inf luence p o l i c y  d i d  not prove suff ic ient  to guarantee 
the exclusion of fo re ign  powers. By 1885 the rapid colonial  ex- 
pansion of Germany and France and t h e i r  policy of i gno r ing  prior 
claims not backed by occupation or t r e a t y  had outmoded it. More- 
over the establishment of a r iva l  t o  Sarawak f o r  the dominance of 
n o r t h e r n  Borneo created new l oca l  problems. The area from Kiaanis 
t o  the Sarawak f r o n t i e r  remained nominally under the rap id ly  weak- 
ening control of the Sultan of Brunei .  Rajah Charles Brooke 
disliked chartered companies on principle and was inclined to 
regard Sarawak as the natural successor t o  the decadent sultanate.  
Accordingly, when the  Company began to seek the extension of its 
territory southwards, he resolved t o  bring as much as p o s s i b l e  of 
the Sultan's territory, south of the Padas, under the Sarawak f l a g .  
A b i t t e r  struggle ensued between the Company and Sarawak f o r  t h e  
remains of Brunei, The instability of t h e  area and the growing 
colonial rivalry between the powers l e d  t he  B r i t i s h  authorities to 
dec ide ,  in 1 8 8 7 ,  t o  establish protectorates i n  the three territories. 
There was no intention t h a t  Britain should assume responsibility 
for the internal administration of t h e  protectorates ,' nor d i d  the  
grant of p ro t ec to r a t e  status to Brunei mean tha t  t h e  British offi- 
cials envisaged t h a t  t h e  sultanate would survive for long. On t he  
con t ra ry ,  in order to end the  feud between North Borneo and Sarawak 
and a t  the same time remove a possible source of international 
embarrassment, it was decided t h a t  Brunei should  ultimately be 
d iv ided  between i ts  two neighbors. 

When this decision was taken the British officials d i d  not c o n s i d -  
er t h a t  Brunei would make any serious effort to res i s t  absorption. 
However Sultan Hasim, who had succeeded the s e n i l e  Sultan Mumin in 
1885, was a proud man who d i d  not want to see the extinction of t h e  
ancient sultanate.  His opposition to the absorption of his remain- 
ing territory became more determined,  almost obsessive, when Britain 
accepted Rajah Brooke's annexation of t h e  Limbang River in 1890. 
His efforts to r e t a i n  what remained of t h e  sultanate were regarded 
with some sympathy by the governors of the  S t r a i t s  Settlements who, 
a f t e r  1888, were a l s o  h i g h  commissioners f o r  Borneo, Moreover the 
o f f i c i a l  attitude t o  North Borneo and Sarawak was changing. The 
North Borneo Company was never strong financially and by t h e  mid-1890': 
it seemed p r o b a b l e  t h a t  it would n o t  survive f o r  long. There had 
always been some doubt about t h e  f u t u r e  of Sarawak a f t e r  the death  of 
elderly Rajah Charles, and opinion in t h e  Co lon i a l  Office, which 
h i t h e r t o  had favored the Brooke regime, began to regard Sarawak as 
an anachronism. 

As e a r l y  as 1887 Sir  Frederick Weld, Governor of t h e  Straits, had 
suggested t h a t  a residential system, similar t o  t h a t  in the Malay 
Sta tes  of the peninsula, should  b e  established in Brunei, but t h e  
question of f i nance  had been the major obstacle. The changing 
attitude to the colonies, summed up by Chamberlain's vow to assist 



the "undeveloped e s t a t e s "  of the empire ,  made t h i s  difficulty seem 
l e s s  insurmountable, In a d d i t i o n  the discqvery of  o i l  and the 
e x i s t e n c e  of some other minerals in Brunei made it seem p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  a residency in t h e  sultanate might  be self-sufficient. The 
officials in London had accepted the op in ion  of t h e  h i g h  cornmis- 
sioners t h a t  it would be unwise and unjust to force  the S u l t a n ,  
the ruler of a pro tec ted  s t a t e ,  to cede h i s  territory. Hasim 
maintained his obstinate opposition to f u r t h e r  cessions to Sarawak, 
b u t  at t h e  same time conditions w i t h i n  the s u l t a n a t e  were becoming 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  a n a r c h i c a l  . Accordingly, in 1 9 0 5  t h e  Foreign and 
Colonial Offices agreed to install a resident. Sir Charles Lucas, 
Assistant Undersecretary a t  t h e  C o l o n i a l  Off ice ,  the principal 
advocate of a residency, saw this as t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  towards  t h e  
creation of a B r i t i s h  colony of n o r t h e r n  Borneo which would con- 
sist of the residencies of Brunei, North Borneo and Sarawak. 

BibZio ra h ; The p r i n c i p a l  primary sources used were: C.O.  
' M . 0 .  12/50-130, C . 0 .  144/55-81, C.O. 145/1-3, C . O .  
1 4 6 / 1 - 5 9 ,  C.O.  5 7 3 ,  F.O.  5 7 2 / 1 - 3 9 ,  l oca t ed  a t  the P . R . O . ,  London; 
and the Letter books of the 2nd and 3rd Rajahs and Sarawak Dis- 
trict Reports 1881- 1 9 0 5  in the Sarawak Museum, Kuching. 

BAJAU POTTERY-MAKING IN THE SEMPORNA DISTRICT 

C .  A. Sa the r  
Vassar College 

In the June 1970  Bulletin t h e  editor c a l l e d  attention to the 
s c a r c i t y  of data  describing the current provenance of  n a t i v e  
pottery-making in Sabah. I n  t h i s  regard ,  it is n o t a b l e  t h a t  p o t -  
tery was--as of 1965--still b e i n g  produced by l o c a l  Bajau p o t t e r s  
a t  Kampong Danawan in the Semporna D i s t r i c t .  To my knowledge t h e  
people of Danawan are t h e  only v i l l a g e r s  in t h e  Semporna District 
who s t i l l  engage in pottery-making. T h e i r  o u t p u t  is r e s t r i c t e d  
exclusively to earthenware fireplaces or hearths called locally 
la o'an. These h e a r t h s  are similar t o  those descr ibed  by A l m a n  
h 9 6 )  f o r  Kota Belud and consist essentially of a box- or 
basin-like stove,  open a t  the front to rece ive  firewood, with 
t h r e e  prongs a t  t h e  t op  to support a metal cooking  vessel, such 
as a kuali. My o n l y  knowledge of t h i s  pottery is based  on the 
traderelations t h a t  existed between Danawan p o t t e r s  and t h e  peop le  
of Kampong Bangau-Bangau w i t h  whom I l i v e d  in 1964-65 .  According 
t o  the Bangau-Bangau peop le ,  a l l  Danawan h e a r t h s  a re  made o f  r i v e r  
clay c o l l e c t e d  on the Semporna c o a s t ,  although a t  l e a s t  some f i r -  
i n g  is done on Danawan Island. 

It is interesting t o  no te  t h a t  t r ade  in p o t t e r y  is p a r t  o f  a much 
wider network of inter-village commercial t i e s  based p a r t l y  on 
l o c a l  specialization. Other  items t r a d e d  by means of  t h i s  net- 
work, i n  a d d i t i o n  to la o f  an,  include fruit, b o a t s ,  gravemarkers, % ka  an matting, sea pro ucts, and a wide variety of metal utensils, 
& d i n g  k n i f e  b l ades ,  f i s h  spears,  harpoon heads ,  s p a t u l a s ,  and 
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