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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

Dilemmas o f  development dominate th i s  issue. T h e  
apparent pan-human and  un iversa l  penchant t o  t rans form t h e  
"natural" in to  t h e  "cu l tu ra l "  t h r o u g h  planned change is  t h e  
focus of ar t ic les b y  Antonio Guer re i ro  and V ic tor  K ing .  I n  
t h e  f i r s t ,  Guer re i ro  descr ibes d i f f i cu l t ies  al l- too-famil iar 
when administ rators unde r take  r u r a l  development programs 
without " in tensive social-anthropological enqu i r y "  ( p .  3 ) .  
"The Model Vi l lage Program'' i s  an a l te rnat ive  combining 
"the t radi t ional  subsistence system and a market-dominated 
economy" ( p .  10 1 .  

I n  t he  second, K i n g  analyzes Evelyne Hongls Natives o f  
Sarawak. Sympathetic t o  fo rces  which are degrad ing  t h e  
env i ronmen t  a n d  d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  indigenous societies o f  
Sarawak, K ing  descr ibes e f f o r t s  b y  government agencies t o  
ameliorate problems o f  p lanned change. Con t ra ry  t o  Hongls 
support  fo r  t rad i t iona l  ways of l ife, K ing  notes t h a t  these 
have been "subject  t o  cont inuous processes o f  change f o r  a 
considerable per iod  of t ime" ( p .  271, and are impossible t o  
recover. " Ideal ly  what  t h e  Dayaks have t o  do  is  t o  make 
these forces work  f o r  them so t h a t  they  are be t te r  able t o  
control t he i r  dest in ies and select new oppor tun i t ies  on t h e i r  
own terms" ( p. 28 ) . 

O u r  g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  persons f o r  t h e i r  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  Council, wh ich  makes 
possible t h e  con t i nu ing  pub l ica t ion  o f  t h e  Bu l l e t i n  a n d  o the r  
act ivi t ies: Gene Ammarell, Laura  P. Appell-Warren, Stanley 
S. Bedlington, I. D. Black. Peter  Brosius. Donald Brown, E. 
F. Brun ig .  Paul Bucher.  Conrad P. Cotter. Jay B .  Crain, Gale 
Dixon, Ot to  C. Doering, Michael R. Dove, R ichard  and  Dor is  
Drake. F r e d  Eggan, R ichard  Fidler,  B i l l  Funk, Peter Grey, P. 
Bion Gr i f f in ,  Sin-Fong Han. T imothy Jessup. L inda Kimball, 
Victor King, John L. Landgraf ,  Michael B.  Leigh, C ra ig  
Lockard. Al len R . Maxwell. Peter Metcalf. Dav id  Mil ler,  
S tephan ie  Morgan.  Kal Muller,  John Musgrave, Rodney 
Needham. F r .  I da  Nicolaisen, Stanley J. O'Conner, J .  R. and  
J. L .  Palmer, M. R. Richards. ~6ro"me Rousseau, C. A. Sather, 
Ann Schil ler. Rol f  Schlomer. .William Schneider. Orv i l l e  A .  
Smith, Wilhelm Solhiem. Jack Stuster, John 0. Sut ter ,  Peter 
Thomas, P h i l l i p  L. Thomas, Anna L .  Tsing, Donna M. 
Vargas, Andrew P .  Vayda. Reed L .  Wadley, C. and J. F. 
Warren, H .  L .  Whitt ier,  Rober t  L. Winzeler. and Le igh  R. 
Wright.  

R E S E A R C H  N O T E S  

I SWIDDEN AGRICULTURISTS AND PLANNED CHANGE: 
fi THE MODEL VILLAGE PROGRAM IN  BELAGA D I S T R I C T  

(SARAWAK, 7 th  DIVISION)  
A PRELIMINARY REPORT 

A.  J. GUERREIRO 
ECASE, Paris 

l n t roduc t i on  

As elsewhere i n  Southeast Asia local administ rat ion is  
g e t t i n g  more invo lved in remote areas, which a re  becoming 
important  t a rge ts  f o r  r u r a l  development programs. U p  t o  
now Ma lays ian  and  l ndonesian pol icy-makers t h o u g h t  o f  
resett lement as a usefu l  means t o  " improve" o r  r a t h e r  t o  
change dras t ica l l y  t h e  economic condit ions and  way o f  l i f e  
o f  t h e  Dayak peoples (Punan, Kenyah, Muru t ,  Bulusu' ,  
e tc . )  b o t h  in Kalimantan a n d  East Malaysia. B u t  u n f o r t u -  
nately, because o f  improper  p lann ing  and  l i t t l e  knowledge o f  
t h e  social dynamics o f  these societies and  o f  t h e i r  speci f ic  

I 
I re lat ionships t o  t h e  envi ronments in wh ich  t h e y  live, t h e r e  
I have been poor resu l ts .  The  PKMTIRESPEN programs in 

Kalt im( 1 ) and  Kalsel(2 a r e  good examples o f  t h i s  pol icy, 
1 a l though in some cases t h e  of f ic ia ls  have been more caut ious 

~ as in kabupaten Berau.  (31 T h e  main concern o f  RESPEN in 
1972 was t o  c i rcumscr ibe  " sh i f t i ng  cu l t i va t ion"  cons idered a 
ma jo r  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  f o r e s t  reserves o f  East Kalimantan, 
i n t e n d e d  t o  become f u t u r e  concessions. (41 T h i s  m igh t  
exp la in  t h e  emphasis o n  sawah cu l t i va t ion .  

In o the r  words, i n tens i ve  social-anthropological e n q u i r y  
shou ld  b e  a precond i t ion  t o  any decision-making in these 
matters. It has usua l ly  been fo rgot ten .  T h e  i n te rven t i on  o f  
t h e  state, d i rec ted  towards  " t radi t ional"  o r  " t r i ba l "  societies. 
i s  o f ten  based on  inaccura te  informat ion a n d / o r  a b iased 
approach. T h e  consequences are  too well- known  : social 
d is rup t ion ,  i r ra t iona l  economic act iv i t ies,  waste o f  pub l i c  
funds,  ecological damage, e tc .  



Swidden Aqr i cu l t u r i s t s  and  Chanqe: Some Reflect ions 

C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  s w i d d e n  c u l t i v a t o r s  t o  
readapt themselves t o  more reward ing  ag r i cu l t u ra l  act ivi t ies, 
where t h i s  i s  ecologically feasible, t h e r e  has been some k i n d  
of c o n t r o v e r s y .  Accord ing  t o  S. C. Chin, (1984) who 
describes t h e  Kenyah o f  t h e  lower Baram (Sarawak, 4 t h  
D i v i s i o n ) ,  t h e y  l i v e  in a s ta te  o f  equ i l ib r ium w i t h  t h e  
ra in fores t  ecosystem and  t h e i r  swidden system and  u t i l i za-  
t ion  pat te rns  are  stable. But ,  "it is  suggested t h a t  w i t h  an 
i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  c h a n g i n g  p e r c e p t i o n s .  n e w  
expectat ions and  t h e  e n t r y  i n t o  a cash and modern economy, 
t h i s  equ i l ib r ium can b e  upset"  ( C h i n  1984:lO). 

However, it seems t h a t  t h e  idea o f  an  unchang ing 
environment is misleading, f o r  mainta in ing a n  equ i l ib r ium in 
order  f o r  a society t o  reproduce i tse l f  i s  something wh ich  i s  
n o t  h a p p e n i n g ;  environment, populat ion a n d  technology 
evolve and t h i s  process asks f o r  a constant  adjustment. 

Vayda and McCay have pointed o u t  t h a t  "people who 
are successful in circumstances they  know well d u r i n g  a 
per iod o f  environmental s tab i l i t y  [ and  I would add  socio- 
economic s tab i l i t y ]  are ( b y  de f i n i t i on )  well adapted f o r  a 
time b u t  t o  s u r v i v e  a pe r iod  o f  uns tab i l i t y  it i s  no t  enough 
to have been adapted i n  t h e  o l d  envi ronment" .  ( 5 )  

Yet  i t  i s  establ ished t h a t  in t rad i t iona l  societies t h e  
peop le  a c t  accord ing  t o  t h e i r  cu l t u ra l  background:  an  
elaborate symbolic. social and  economic system which shou ld  
not be underest imated. I n  t h i s  perspect ive  swidden cu l t i va-  
t ion is  much more than  an ag r i cu l t u ra l  system; it determines 
the  social and economic re la t ions  o f  t h e  community. T h e  
extent  t o  which th i s  cu l t u ra l  system enables them t o  cope 
wi th new concepts and l i festy les is  dependent  on a set o f  
factors ( c u l t u r a l  values. col lect ive representa t ions)  v a r y i n g  
f o r  each society. Fur thermore.  ex terna l  inf luences can 
modify t h e  social processes o v e r  a sho r t  pe r i od  o f  t ime. 

A n d  if confronted w i th  too d ras t i c  dilemmas, i n  some 
case the  society wi l l  no t  s tand it and d i s rup t i on  o r  pol i t ica l  
breakdown wil l  take  place. I n  t h e  meantime the  :ociety 
usual ly  readjusts i t se l f  b y  i nc lud ing  new strategies and 
ideological cons t ruc ts .  (6 

O f t e n  s w i d d e n  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  as 
u n c h a n g i n g  a n d  r e s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  new 
ag r i cu l t u ra l  methods. ( 7 1  It i s  s tated tha t  t hey  cannot  adapt  
themselves t o  t h e  oppor tun i t ies  o f  t h e  market  o r  t o  t h e  
cash economy. ( 8 )  B u t  t h i s  view is  re fu ted  b y  e thnograph ic  
and  h i s to r i c  evidence, as we have many examples o f  passage 
f rom one t y p e  o f  f a rm ing  o r  economic system t o  another .  ( 9 )  

i T h e  development o f  cash economy (pepper,  r u b b e r )  among 
l b a n  a n d  L a n d  Dayak communities since t h e  1920s also 
suppor t s  t h e  argument t h a t  swidden cu l t i va tors  a re  able t o  
meet new envi ronmental  a n d  economic condi t ions if these 
a r e  i n t r o d u c e d  in  a p r o g r e s s i v e  way instead o f  be ing  
imposed. It i s  reg re t tab le  t h a t  ag r i cu l t u ra l  o r  reset t lement 
schemes are  usua l ly  conceived and implemented w i thou t  t h e  
involvement o f  t h e  people concerned. Furthermore,  t h e  
necessary s u r v e y  o f  ecological (social su i tab i l i t y ,  h y d r o -  
g raphy ,  c a r r y i n g  capacity, ag r i cu l t u ra l  capacity, etc.  ) a n d  
socio-economic cond i t ions  a r e  r a r e l y  completed be fo re  t h e  
pro jec t  i s  actual ly  s ta r ted .  I n  t h i s  respect, small-manage- 
able pro jec ts  cou ld  b e  more pro f i tab le  t h a n  t h e  larger-scale 

) ones which have t h e  pre ference o f  administ rators.  

I t  i s  t h u s  necessary t o  c a r r y  on  an in tens ive  s t u d y  o f  
t h e  t rad i t iona l  f a rm ing  and  n u t r i t i o n  systems a n d  o f  t h e i r  
socio-economic c o r r e l a t e s .  T h a t  pa r t i cu la r  combination 
f o r m s  t h e  "dynamics" o f  t h e  ag r i cu l t u ra l  system; ( 1 0 )  it 
consists o f  a set  o f  in te rac t ions  between t h e  local commu- 
n i t y  social s t ruc tu re ,  t h e  regional economy a n d  t h e  eco- 
s y s t e m  w h i c h  a s s u r e  in  f i n e  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  

I 
s o c i e t y .  M o r e o v e r  it m i g h t  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  t rad i t i ona l  

; knowledge o f  t h e  peasants can be  usefu l  t o  develop new 
' c rops  o r  t o  increase t h e  product ion  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  ones 

w i t h  a n  a d a p t e d  t e c h n o l o g y ;  t h i s  can b e  achieved b y  
i n t roduc ing  modif icat ions in t h e  system wi thout  d i s r u p t i n g  

T h e  Belaga D i s t r i c t  corresponds t o  t h e  sect ion o f  t h e  
u p p e r  Rejang ( o r  Batang Ba luy  i n  Kayan)  located above 
Kapit, t h e  7 t h  D iv is ion  headquarters.  The  tota l  populat ion 
o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  i s  12,856 inhabi tants according t o  t h e  1980 
census. ( 11 ) It covers  a l a rge  area ( 7,400 sq.  mi. o r  19,403 
sq.  kmJ;  most o f  it is  s t i l l  p r imary  fo res t .  I n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  



the  Baluy area is  well known f o r  i t s  e thn ic  complexity; 
there  are no less than  t e n  e thn i c  g roups  wh ich  are sub- 
d iv ided in to  smaller un i t s .  D u r i n g  t h e  last  decade some 

organizat ion o f  t h e  u p p e r  Ba luy  - t h e  sect ion o f  t h e  r i v e r  

! lap 
i m p o r t a n t  c h a n g e s (  12 1 o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  socio-economic ! 

which I am examining he re  - i.e. f r om above t h e  B a k u n  
rapids (Long  Murum)  u p  t o  Bato' Kel ing.  In t h i s  u p r i v e r  

1 p a r t  t h e  Kayan a re  t h e  dominant e thn ic  g r o u p  (8 long-  
houses), as Kenyah. Kajang, Penan, B u k i t  represent  on ly  one 
community each. I n  addit ion, a numerous g r o u p  is  formed 
b y  the  Kenyah and Badang u p r i v e r  i n  t h e  upper  reaches o f  
t he  B a l u y ( l 3 )  and  on t h e  L inau r i v e r . ( l 4 )  

My f i e l d  s u r v e y  was conducted r a t h e r  b r i e f l y  in g& 
Belaga d u r i n g  Augus t  1985, w i t h  t h e  assistance o f  t h e  I 

Agr icu l tu ra l  Department. Nevertheless I had t h e  oppor tun i t y  
t o  v i s i t  t h e  th ree  Model Vi l lages as well as o the r  longhouse I 
communities f rom below t h e  rap ids  u p  t o  Bato' Keling, t h e  

! 
last Kayan house u p r i v e r .  T h e  National Extension Program 
(NEP) o f  t h e  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  Department(  1 5 )  p r o v e d  t o  b e  an 
in te res t ing  research subject, especial ly t h e  MVP which  has a 
d i rec t  relevance t o  t h e  adaptat ion o f  swidden ag r i cu l t u r i s t s  
to new forms o f  economy and  ag r i cu l t u ra l  pract ices.  It 
seems tha t  such an approach could const i tu te  an a l te rnat ive  
t o  r e s e t t l e m e n t  o r  a t r a n s i t i o n  phase p repa r ing  these 
societies f o r  f u r t h e r  t ransformat ions o f  t h e i r  way o f  l i fe .  
The MVP was in i t ia ted  in 1983 in Urna Apan, a Kayan house 
below t h e  Bakun  rap ids  a t  Long  Mejawah, a n d  t h e  fo l lowing 
year in two houses above t h e  rapids,  Uma Lahanan a t  Long  
Panggai ( a  Kajang community r a t h e r  "Kayanized"1 a n d  Uma 
Juman a t  Long Dupah, t h e  house o f  t h e  Kayan Temenggung 
Tal i '  L isu t .  Bo th  are v e r y  dynamic and economically s t r o n g  ' 
communities. 

The i r  location i s  t h e  fo l lowing:  Urna Apan is  s i tua ted 
about 30 minutes u p r i v e r  f rom Belaga t o w n  w i t h  a longboat 
powered b y  t w i n  40 HP engines; Urna Lahanan i s  approx i -  

Belaga Area with locations of 

3 communities (Agricultural 

~ o d f l  Village) 

mately 48 km f rom Belaga, t h e  journey  tak ing  2 114 hours, 
and Urna Juman is f a r t h e r  upstream, about  3 112 hours  f rom I 

t h e  t o w n  (see map) .  Ac tua l ly  t h e  Vi l lage Development 
Council (Jawakankuasa Kemajuan Kampunq, J K K 1 was formed ' 

i n  1983 i n  Urna A p a n  a n d  in  1984 in t h e  t w o  o t h e r  
houses. ( 16) 



As an example of t h e  charac ter is t i cs  of t h e  MVP I w i l l  
g i v e  a s k e t c h  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  Uma Lahanan Long  
Panggai. Accord ing  t o  t h e  ora l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Lahanan t h e y  
were or ig ina l ly  f r om t h e  Apo Kayan area b u t  t h e y  have been 
sett led f o r  a long t ime in t h e  B a l u y  Basin (L inau-Murum- 
Baluy r i v e r s ) .  Now t h e y  fo rm two  communities, one below 
the  Bakun rapids,  Uma Jok Long  Semuang (pop .  118, 17 
doo rs ) .  I t  i s  in fac t  a sp l i t  f r o m  t h e  Long Panggai g roup,  
about f ou r  generat ions ago. Former ly  t h e y  were most ly  
sago-eaters. now it has o n l y  a res idua l  ro le  in t h e i r  d ie t .  

The  Lahanan longhouse has 45 households (36 doors1 
w i th  a populat ion o f  295(17) o f  wh ich  approximat ively 127 
a r e  a c t i v e l y  do ing  farming;  t h e  r e s t  a re  e i ther  s t i l l  in/ 
school, ch i ld ren below 6 years  old, go ing  on  journeys  (E 
panau in Kayan). o r  senior  members o f  t h e  famil ies who a re  
n o  longer  act ive in ag r i cu l t u ra l  act iv i t ies.  A n  average 
apartment has about  s i x  o r  seven members. A l l  t h e  famil ies 
p lant  hill paddy and /o r  wet paddy .  O the r  c rops  are pepper,  
cocoa, rubbe r ,  coffee and  f r u i t  t rees .  L ivestock i s  also 
raised b y  all households. (18 )  T h e  v i l lage t e r r i t o r y  i s  about  
14.000 ha, ou t  of wh ich  40 percent  are owned b y  separate 
fami l ies  u n d e r  N a t i v e  Customary R ights .  T h e  r e s t  i s  
community reserved land. A n  impor tan t  p r imary  school i s  
located opposite t h e  v i l lage on  t h e  o the r  bank  o f  t h e  Ba luy .  
I t  caters also t o  Penan Blangan (punan  ta lun  in K a y a n l .  
Uma Lahanan  w i l l  b e  acco rded  a high p r i o r i t y  b y  t h e  
D is t r i c t  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  O f f i ce r .  T h e  development p rogram f o r  
the  vi l lage wi l l  be focused on  t h e  p lan t i ng  o f  cocoa (191. 
The proposed p lan t i ng  o f  cocoa w i l l  b e  w i th in  an area o f  
about 300 ha. I t  i s  p resent ly  t h e  major cash-crop in t h e  
D is t r i c t .  The main object ive is  t o  increase t h e  cash income 
fo r  all families over t h e  ex i s t i ng  p o v e r t y  l ine  (M8412 pe r  
month = US$215) w i th in  a per iod  o f  f i v e  years .  An  average 
family has an estimated month ly  income o f  M$320 ( =  
US$157). generated mainly f r o m  paddy  and  o the r  ag r i cu l t u ra l  
products and economic act iv i t ies,  pa r t i cu la r l y  f i s h i n g  a n d  
hunt inq .  (20)  F r u i t  t r e e  schemes a re  also t o  b e  implemented 
a t  a minor  level.  Coffee i s  a l ready g r o w n  b y  a la rge 
number of households b u t  f o r  domestic consumption on l y .  A 
small sawah has also been s ta r ted  in the  frame o f  t h e  MVP. 
Moreover a t imber company wi l l  s t a r t  wo rk ing  n e x t  year  
near t he  i ahanan  longhouse. T h a t  might  have consequences 
on land use and on  t h e  economic choices o f  t h e  v i l lagers.  

9 

Map 2 



The MVP wi l l  p r o v i d e  a f i ve -yea r  plan, (1985-1990) 
w i t h  par t i cu la r  a t ten t ion  t o  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  ag r i cu l t u ra l  
development o f  t h e  v i l lage i n to  one community wh ich  cou ld  
serve  as a Model f o r  o the rs  t o  emulate t h e  development 
process i n  t h e  upper  Ba luy .  

Conclusion 

I n  s h o r t  t h e  MVP seems t o  be  the  f i r s t  elaborate 
attempt t o  deal w i th  t h e  economic s i tuat ion o f  t h e  o r a n q  
u l u  ( " u p r i v e r  people").  If t h e  r e s u l t s  a re  posit ive, a t  one 
stage the re  w i l l  be  a f o r m  o f  mixed-economy, between t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  s y s t e m  a n d  a market-dominated 
economy. T h i s  t rans i t i on  pe r iod  shou ld  p r o v e  c ruc ia l  f o r  
t he  f u t u r e  of these populat ions, especial ly f o r  some s t r a t i -  
f i ed  societies which l i v e  in isolat ion and  a re  charac ter ized 
b y  a rigid social system in con t ras t  t o  t h e  more egal i tar ian 
and open iban and  Land Dayak.  I n  t h i s  perspect ive  special 
at tent ion wi l l  be  g i ven  t o  t h e  changes o c c u r r i n g  a t  t h e  level 
o f  k i n s h i p  a n d  soc ia l  r e la t i ons  i n  corre lat ion w i t h  t h e  
development o f  t h e  cash economy ( r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  pat terns,  
use o f  surplus,  ostentat ious feasts, etc.  ) . T h e  economic 
strategies of t h e  r u l i n g  famil ies (maren )  of t h e  two  houses 
(Uma Lahanan and Uma Juman) w i l l  b e  compared, as f o r  t h e  
commoners ( p a n  y i n  1. Pol i t ical a n d  r i t u a l  behavior  has 
i m p o r t a n t  in f luence o n  economic ac t iv i t ies  a n d  decision- 
t ak ing  processes. 

NOTES 

1. See G. N. Appell. 1985, about  a pa r t i cu la r l y  negat ive  
case a n d  C o l f e r  (1980) on  a Kenyah (Uma' Jalan)  
RESPEN vil lage, Long Segar. 

2 .  A f a i r l v  a o o d  a c c o u n t  o f  a rese t t l emen t  Droqram 
, 2  . - 

(PKMT. Pembinaan Kesejahteraan Masyarakat  Te ras inq )  
orqanized b y  t h e  Departmen Sosial i s  g i v e n  by G. Y .  
~ d i c o n d r o  (-1979): t h e  e thn ic  g r o u p  concerned is  t h e  
Buk i t ,  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Meratus range,  east o f  Banjarmasin. 

3. F e w  P K M T  l o k a s i  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  
admin is t ra t ive  terminology have been implemented in 
t h e  Kelai and  Segah r i v e r s  area; some pub l ished r e p o r t s  
descr ibe  t h e  Long Gie (Punan Kelai I ,  l na ran  ( Lebu 1 a n d  
Sungai  L a t t y  ( Basap 1 pro jects.  

4. Fo r  t h e  general  admin is t ra t ive  s t r u c t u r e  see T .A.  D., 
1977:74-84 and Petun juk  RESPEN Kalimantan T imur ,  
1973. 

5. Vayda, A.  P. a n d  J. McCay, 1977. 1978 in Jessup, 
1981 : 19. 

6. See f o r  instance Co l fe r  (1983b:73-83) about  Kal imantan 
Kenyah a n d  Hong (1977: 17-19) on  Baram Kenyah. 

1 7. As  s ta ted  in Belaga D i s t r i c t  annual r e p o r t  (1980:61) . 
8. " T h e y  ( t h e  K e n y a h )  a r e  a l so  unfami l ia r  w i t h  t h e  

treatment. processing and market ing  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  
these crops.  T h e  b iggest  d o u b t  and unce r ta in t y  t h e y  
have i s  whether  someone wi l l  buy t h e i r  p roduce  a n d  a t  

;a reasonable pr ice"  (Ch in ,  1984:464). 

9. T h e  process o f  change among nomadic h u n t e r s  a n d  
ga the re rs  (Punan, Penan, Buket ,  etc. wh ich  has been 
go ing  on  f o r  a long time i s  qu i t e  a good example o f  
t h e  capaci ty  these peoples t o  evolve. I n  fact,  most o f  
them are  now sedentized. One can po in t  o u t  t h e  case 
o f  t h e  Kajang whose economy was based o n  a kind o f  
h o r t i c u l t u r e  (sago, tubers,  bananas) a n d  col lect ing o f  
j u n g l e  p r o d u c t s  a n d  game b e f o r e  K e n y a h - K a y a n  
migra t ion  i n to  t h e  Ba luy  area. They  later  took u p  
paddy  cu l t i va t ion  f r o m  these new set t lers.  

I 10. ~ i n i s t ' e r e  d e  la Recherche ef d e  I ' lndus t r ie ,  Ac t i on  
i nc i t a t i ve :  "Dynamique des systemes agraires," 1983: 2-3. 

I 11. Jabatan Pertanian Belaga, Laporan Tahunan, 1984: 2. 

12. I t  seems t h a t  t h e  most s t r i k i n g  economic innovat ion  
was t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  la rge  f reezers  b y  Chinese 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s  f r o m  Be laga  a r o u n d  1972-73 ( s e e  
.Rousseau, 1977: 152 1. One must  also ment ion t h e  semi- 
r e g u  tar launches (exp ress )  and  tongkanq,  Chinese 



bargys f rom Belaga t o  Kak i  Menjawah (Uma Apan. Urna 
Nyaveng) and  u p r i v e r  up t o  Long  ~ a w d ;  on  t h i s  po in t  
see A.  Cramb a n d  J. Dian (1979:7). As concerns 
e x t e r n a l  i n f l uences  on Kayan society f rom 1945 t o  
1972, Rousseau has summarized t h e  important  events 
(1974:115). 

13. The two Kenyah vill/ages (Uma Bakah: Long Bulan, 
Urna Ku l i t :  Long Jawe) and  Badang Long Busang h a d  a 
total populat ion o f  2,323 in 1971 (Rousseau, 1974:27). 
A f te r  some migrat ions downstream t h a t  populat ion was 
around 1,600 in 1985. 

14. The Badang Long  Gang populat ion i n  1971 was 801 
( Rousseau, 1974: 27 ) . Most o f  these Badang have moved 
to Long Dungan (pop .  + 1,500) downr i ve r  f rom Belaga 
town on  Sekapan t e r r i t o r y .  

15. Jabatan Pertanian Belaga, Laporan Tahunan, 1984: 38-39. 

16. I n  1984, t h e  reorganizat ion o f  t he  extension program 
was implemented i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  and  t h e  longhouses 
were once again inc luded in t h e  VEP (V i l lage Extension 
Program) : t h e  in tens ive  extension program had  been 
c a r r i e d  o u t  in Urna Lahanan and  Urna Juman since 
Ap r i l  1984 and i n  Urna Apan a year before.  I have 
se lec ted t h e s e  t w o  commun i t i es  f o r  a n  i n t e n s i v e  
comparative research in accordance w i t h  t h e  Sarawak 
Museum research p rog ram o n  t h e  people af fected b y  
B a k u n  HEP. T h e  t w o  longhouses are  w i th in  t h e  
proposed area f o r  t h e  rese rvo i r .  Questionnaires i n  t h e  
K a y a n  l a n g u a g e  w i l l  b e  u s e d  t o  o b t a i n  some 
quant i tat ive data, as a complement t o  t h e  e thnograph ic  
descr ipt ions and  in terv iews.  

17. Th is  is t he  Department o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  f i g u r e  for '1985.  
According to  t h e  1980 census it was: 238 (30 d o o r s ) .  

18. Tab le  1 
Economic Act iv i t ies,  Ag r i cu l t u re  

( Urna Lahanan 1 

Families Estimated Ave.  Hectarage 
En te rp r i se  l nvo lved Per Household No. Tota l  

H i l l  p a d d y  
Wet p a d d y  
Pepper 
Cocoa 

! Rubber  

F r u i t  T rees  
Coffee 
L ivestock 

1.7 ha 
0.8 ha 
300 v ines 
1.5 ha 

2 ha  
8 p t s .  

0.4 ha  
11 heads 

70 h a l y r .  
14 ha  

5500 v ines  
70 ha  
90 h a  
380 p t s .  
18 ha  
500 heads 

I 

Source: Jabatan Pertanian Belaga (1985) 

From these f igures ,  it i s  obvious t h a t  swidden cu l t i va t i on  
forms t h e  main a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  peasants. However t h e r e  is  
a tendency towards t h e  fa rming o f  smaller plots, whi le cash 

! 
! 

c rops  (cocoa, pepper. cof fee)  a re  increasing fas t .  

19. Tab le  2 
Cocoa, Schedule o f  P lan t ing  

Tota l  Requirement : 145.8 ha 

Source: Jabatan Pertanian Belaga (1985) 



20. Table 3 
Estimated Con t r i bu t i on  o f  Var ious 
Act iv i t ies  t o  Tota l  Family Income 

Sources Con t r i bu t i on  

1. Hi l l  paddy 1 wet paddy 21% 

2 .  Cash crops  26% 

3. F ish ing  and  h u n t i n g  31% 

4. Jungle p roduc ts  13% 

5.  Other  (al lotments, 
casual employment 

Source: Jabatan Pertanian Belaga ( 1985 1 
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THE COSTS OF DEVELOPMENT IN  SARAWAK 
( Review Ar t i c l e )  

VICTOR T. KING 

Evelyne Hong. Nat ives o f  Sarawak. S u r v i v a l  in 
Borneo's Van ish inq  Forests. 1987. I n s t i t u t  
Masyarakat, Pulau Pinang, Malaysia; 259 pp., 
maps, tables, plates. 

T h e  most c ruc ia l  c u r r e n t  issue f o r  t h e  is land o f  Borneo 
and i t s  na t ive  ( ' D a y a k l )  populat ions is  fo res t  clearance. A t  
long last  we have a book on  Sarawak which documents in 
considerable deta i l  t h e  devasta t ing  ef fects o f  logg ing  on  t h e  
hab i ta ts  and  economies o f  Sarawak s h i f t i n g  cu l t i va to rs  in 
t h e  con tex t  o f  t h e i r  p rogress ive  in tegra t ion  i n t o  a w ide r  
economic a n d  pol i t ica l  system. Hong1s work  i s  a power fu l  
ind ic tment  o f  those, b o t h  in t h e  pub l i c  and  p r i v a t e  sectors. 
who p r o f i t  f r om t h e  removal o f  an  irreplaceable resource. 
and  i n  t h e  process have l i t t l e  r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  a n d  
in teres ts  o f  t h e  indigenous populat ions. The  au tho r  uses a 
w i d e  r a n g e  o f  materials t o  suppor t  he r  case, i n c l u d i n g  
secondary sources such  as newspaper ar t ic les and specia l ly  
commissioned repor ts ,  as welt as her  own f i e ld  da ta  and  
eye-witness accounts. T h i s  closely a rgued volume, n ice ly  
i l l us t ra ted  w i t h  numerous photographs, i s  essential r e a d i n g  
f o r  those o f  u s  who a r e  concerned about t h e  f a t e  o f  b o t h  
t h e  t rop i ca l  ra in fo res t  dwel lers and  t h e  r ich,  va r i ed  a n d  
del icate ly  balanced envi ronment which t h e y  inhab i t .  Hong  
also examines t h e  consequences f o r  local cu l tu res ,  t h e i r  
economies and  t h e i r  r i g h t s  t o  land of ag r i cu l t u ra l  develop-  
ment schemes, and  dam-bui ld ing.  



The real ly  alarming data are  contained i n  Chapter  8 o f  
the  book ent i t led  'Logg ing a n d  Forest  Deplet ion in Sarawak'.  
Hong states that ,  a l though ra tes  o f  logg ing  in Peninsular 
Malaysia have decreased d u r i n g  t h e  last  t en  years because 
of fears of t h e  r a p i d  exhaust ion o f  f o res t  reserves there,  
t h i s  d e c l i n e  h a s  b e e n  compensated f o r  by t h e  massive 
increase in logg ing  ac t iv i t ies  in East Malaysia. Log o u t p u t  
i n  Sarawak, f o r  example, rose f rom 4 .4  mil l ion cub ic  metres 
i n  1976 t o  12.2 mil l ion cub ic  metres i n  1985, account ing f o r  
39% of Malaysia's tota l  o u t p u t  o f  logs in t h a t  year  ( p p .  125- 
7 ) .  Hong estimates, a lbei t  rough ly ,  on t h e  basis o f  t imber 
yields, t ha t  between 1963 and 1985 a tota l  o f  2.82 mil l ion 
hec tares  o f  fo res t  have been logged in t h e  state, w i t h  
270.000 hectares hav ing  been c leared in 1985 alone ( p .  128).  
Thus, t o  date about one - th i rd  o f  Sarawak's tota l  estimated 
forested area has been logged. I n  addit ion, i n  1984 some 
60% of  Sarawak's fo res ts  had  al ready been g i v e n  o u t  in 
concessions ( p .  131 1. Hong calculates that,  if p resent  ra tes  
of logging are sustained, t hen  a f u r t h e r  28% o f  fo res ts  wi l l  
be logged w i th in  t h e  n e x t  t e n  years.  We have there fore  
reached cr i t i ca l  levels. in re la t ion  t o  t h e  deleter ious e f fec ts  

c e r t a i n  s u b s e q u e n t  amendments .  H o n g  s t a t e s  t h a t  
' [ a l l t h o u g h  t h e r e  are  var ious  aspects o f  t h e  Sarawak L a n d  
Code wh ich  g i v e  recogn i t ion  t o  na t i ve  customary r i g h t s  o v e r  
land,  t h e r e  a r e  a l so  d i f f e r e n t  pa r t s  o f  t h e  Code t h a t  
empower land author i t ies  t o  ex t i ngu i sh  those r i g h t s '  ( p. 54). 
and  t h a t  'na t ive  customary land has no "market  value" u n d e r  
t h e  L a n d  Code. As such, nat ives can be  d e p r i v e d  o f  
e q u i t a b l e  compensat ion '  (p.  56 ) .  Customary t e n u r e  i s  
g radua l l y  giving way t o  p r i v a t e  ownership and  t o  t h e  re la ted  
processes o f  land concentrat ion and  increasing landlessness. 
As f o r  f o res t  pol icy, pa r t i cu la r l y  t h e  Forests Ord inance o f  
1953 ( p p .  73-79) ,  t h i s  too has served t o  r e s t r i c t  a n d  
undermine na t i ve  customary pract ices and  t h e i r  access t o  
t h i s  resource.  T h e  d i s rega rd  f o r  na t ive  r i g h t s  and  access t o  
fo res ts  is  a major issue in relat ion t o  logg ing  ac t iv i t ies  in 
Sarawak. Hong g ives  us  a range of examples o f  na t i ve  
resistance t o  t h e  encroachment o f  t h e  t imber  companies, 
i nvo l v ing  such act ions as peaceful protests, pe t i t i on ing  a n d  
blockades. B u t  genera l ly  t h e  indigenous populat ions have 
been on  t h e  los ing end.  

of fo res t  clearance on t h e  local envi ronment and  on t h e  1 Hong emphasizes t h i s  p rogress ive  marginal izat ion o f  
habitats and l ivel ihoods o f  t h e  nat ive  populat ions. The  / swidden cu l t i va tors  in dramatic terms.  She says, 'Today 
s i t u a t i o n  i s  made worse b y  t h e  genera l ly  Poor logg ing  these s e l f  contained communities are  threatened by the pract ices o f  t h e  t imber companies opera t ing  in t h e  state. i l a rqe r  society and  power fu l  forces o f  t h e  State wh ich  t h e y  

A c e n t r a l  a rgumen t  o f  Hong's book is  t h a t  na t i ve  
swidden ag r i cu l t u re  is  an ecologically rat ional  system o f  
c u l t i v a t i o n  and t h a t  f o r  some t ime it has been u n f a i r l y  
blamed f o r  f o res t  destruct ion.  whi le l i t t l e  a t ten t ion  has been 
paid to  large-scale logg ing  wh ich  'has f a r  more capacity t o  
destroy Sarawak's forest ,  and has used t h i s  capaci ty  w i t h  
increasing e f fec t  in recent  years '  ( p .  138).  I n  general  then,  
government au thor i t ies  suppor t  t h e  t imber i n d u s t r y  and 
cas t i ga te  s w i d d e n  c u l t i v a t i o n  because o f  t h e  enormous 
p ro f i t s  and revenues t o  be  had f rom t imber. because, f r o m  
th is  p ro f i t -o r ien ted po in t  o f  view, swidden farmers do no t  
use the  forest  ' p roduc t i ve l y ' .  Hong. i n  contrast,  looks 
sympathetical ly a t  swidden a g r i c u l t u r e  and  Dayak longhouse 
society. and she emphasizes t h e  v i t a l  r o le  wh ich  t h e  fo res t  
plays i n  local economies. no t  on ly  f o r  fa rming b u t  as a 
r e s e r v o i r  o f  foodstu f fs  and o the r  resources.  She also 
documents t h e  progress ive  undermin ing  o f  na t i ve  r i g h t s  in 
land f rom t h e  per iod  o f  t h e  Brooke Raj onwards.  She pays  
par t icu lar  at tent ion to t he  1958 Sarawak Land Code and 

can-not avoid' o r  c;ntrol. The despoilation [ s i c ]  o f  thei; 
physical  envi ronment a n d  t h e  negat ive a t t i tudes  bo rne  o f  
ignorance and  arrogance (o f ten  re f lec ted  in o f f i c ia l  p o l i c y )  
t o w a r d s  these s h i f t i n g  cu l t i va to rs  have th reatened t h e i r  
existence and v e r y  su rv i va l .  I n  many regions o f  Southeast 
Asia, s h i f t i n g  cu l t i va to rs  have been displaced f r o m  t h e i r  
na tura l  environments, dep r i ved  o f  t h e i r  l ive l ihood and  s u f f e r  
extreme depr iva t ion  and  cu l t u ra l  alienation' ( p p .  30-31 1 .  

Overa l l  I was much impressed b y  t h e  fo rce  o f  Eve lyne 
Hong's arguments and  t h e  evidence which she marshals t o  
suppor t  these, b u t  I feel t ha t  t he re  are some comments 
which need t o  be made about  he r  work  i n  o rde r  t o  res to re  a 
cer ta in  balance t o  it. Though  I agree w i t h  much t h a t  she 
says. and  I am in sympathy  w i th  t h e  passion w i t h  wh ich  she 
s t a t e s  h e r  case, I  think that ,  i n  some instances, she 
o v e r s t a t e s  t h a t  case, and, in consequence, p resen ts  a 
s l i gh t l y  misleading p i c tu re .  T h i s  i s  especial ly so in h e r  
discussion o f  dam const ruc t ion  and land development 



schemes in Sarawak. She i s  o n  much s t ronge r  g r o u n d  when 
she deals w i th  logg ing  ac t iv i t ies  and t h e i r  consequences. 

F i r s t  we have t o  ge t  dam const ruc t ion  f o r  t h e  genera-  
t ion  o f  hydro-e lec t r i c  power in t h e  State i n to  reasonable 
perspective. Sarawak has, t o  date, o n l y  one la rge completed 
dam scheme, and  t h a t  i s  t h e  Batang A i  p ro jec t  u p r i v e r  o f  
Lubok An tu  i n  t h e  Second Div is ion  o f  t h e  State. F igures  
vary,  b u t  somewhere i n  t h e  reg ion  o f  2,800 t o  3.000 nat ives 
have been resett led, t h o u g h  t h e r e  a re  several o the r  commu- 
n i t ies which have also been af fected t o  v a r y i n g  degrees b y  
the  scheme. Another  dam project ,  v e r y  much la rger  t h a n  
the  Batang Ai, i s  p lanned a t  Bakun,  u p r i v e r  o f  Belaga in 
Sarawak's Seventh Div is ion.  T h e  Bakun  scheme has been 
the  subject o f  much con t rove rsy  and has generated s ign i f i -  
cant local opposit ion. It w i l l  also b e  a v e r y  expensive 
project.  Therefore,  t h e  government  has shelved i t s  p lans 
f o r  Bakun, a t  least f o r  t h e  immediate f u t u r e .  If Bakun  does 
eventual ly go ahead then  i t s  consequences f o r  t h e  local 
populations and t h e  envi ronment i n  t h a t  area wi l l  be  t r u l y  
dramatic. But, g i ven  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he re  is  a t  p resent  only.  
one operat ional hydro-e lec t r i c  dam in t h e  State, and t h a t  by 
international s tandards  t h e  Batang A i  dam i s  comparatively 
modest i n  size, Hong's statement about t h e  e f fec t  o f  dams 
i n  Sarawak does g i ve  a r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  impression. She 
says, 'When t h e  dams were bu i l t ,  t h e y  [ t h e  Dayaks]  were 
ordered t o  pack t h e i r  belongings and  leave, never  t o  r e t u r n  
o r  ever  glimpse t h e i r  homes, t h e i r  lands, t h e i r  f r u i t  trees, 
and t h e  graves  o f  t h e i r  beloved ancestors which wi l l  a l l  b e  
f looded ou t  o f  existence. T h e y  have been herded i n to  
rese t t l emen t  schemes h e a r t s i c k  a n d  b r o k e n  in sp i r i t ,  
y e a r n i n g  f o r  t h e  o ld  l i f e  t h a t  has come to  an end a n d  
wondering why '  ( p .  32). 

Al though the re  are  elements o f  t h i s  descr ipt ion which 
are close to t he  mark, t he re  a re  o thers  which are no t .  
C l e a r l y  resett lement i s  a t raumat ic  experience, however 
much i t  i s  sympathet ical ly  handled. B u t  if one looks in 
detai l  a t  t he  backg round  t o  a n d  t h e  process o f  resett lement 
of lban communities in t h e  Batang Ai, t hen  I do  no t  t h i n k  

~ t ha t  one can character ize i t  in such ha rsh  and  coercive 
terms. For example, t he re  was considerable discussion and  
survey  work under taken among t h e  longhouses o f  t h e  U lu  A i  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  resettlement, invo lv ing .  in par t i cu la r .  t h e  
Sarawak Museum, t h e  Department  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  and t h e  

Sarawak E lec t r ic i ty  Supp ly  Corporat ion (SESCO).  T h e  
Museum was also g i ven  a budge t  t o  remove t h e  remains o f  
l ban  ancestors from u p r i v e r  bu r i a l  si tes and  t o  place them 
i n  new g raveya rds  i n  t h e  resett lement area. These opera- 
t ions  were accompanied b y  appropr ia te  ceremonials. T h e  
Museum's  b u d g e t  a l so  covered t h e  costs o f  pe r fo rm ing  
r i t u a l s  in s i tu.  should some lban  families decide no t  t o  
d i s t u r b  t h e i r  re lat ives '  graves.  Considerable a t ten t ion  was 
also g i v e n  t o  easing t h e  process o f  physical  re locat ion i tse l f .  
O n e  o f  t h e  t a s k s  o f  t h e  social research sect ion o f  t h e  
Sarawak E lec t r i c i t y  Supp ly  Corporat ion was t o  coordinate 
a n d  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  movement  o f  s e t t l e r s  t o  t h e i r  new 
l o c a t i o n s .  A f t e r  relocation, SESCO of f ic ia ls  and  o the r  
government o f f i cers  spent  a good deal o f  t ime v i s i t i n g  t h e  
new longhouses t o  expla in what was happening, t o  l i s ten  t o  
t h e  complaints o f  t h e  l ban  the re  and t o  a t tempt  t o  smooth 
ove r  potent ia l  d isputes  o r  t o  solve any  open conf l i c ts  wh ich  
had  b roken  out .  O f  course, one could say t h a t  more cou ld  
h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  commun ica t i on  and  
consul tat ion w i t h  t h e  local lban in o r d e r  t o  impar t  s t r a i g h t -  
fo rward ,  consistent  messages a n d  t o  convey honest ly  what  
t h e  government cou ld  and  could no t  d o  in t h e  Batang A i .  
B u t  I think 'o rder ing '  t h e  lban o u t  o f  t h e i r  homeland a n d  
' h e r d i n g '  them in to  t h e  resett lement scheme i s  a r a t h e r  
severe depict ion o f  government act ions and in ten t ions .  

Substant ia l  resources have also been spen t  in con- 
s t r u c t i n g  t h e  new resett lement longhouses, in se t t i ng  u p  
community fac i l i t ies and  in establ ish ing a n d  research ing  t h e  
fa rm scheme. Furthermore,  la rge  sums o f  money have been 
d i s t r i b u t e d  in compensation f o r  loss o f  lands and  o the r  
p roper ty ,  a l t hough  t h e r e  has been much d i spu te  between 
government of f ic ia ls  a n d  t h e  l ban  about  app rop r ia te  levels 
o f  compensation and  t h e  delays in payment. O f  course, one 
can always a rgue  t h a t  compensation is  never  high enough 
because one cannot  adequately compensate i nd i v idua l s  and  
families f o r  t h e  loss o f  t h e i r  home and t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  t o  
t h e i r  l ivel ihoods. Nevertheless, in comparison w i t h  reset t le -  
ment schemes elsewhere, re la t ive ly  la rge sums o f  money 
have been devoted t o  t h e  Batang Ai .  Hong notes t h a t  each 
l ban  fami ly  was g i v e n  between M$ 30,000 and M$150,000 i n  
compensation. I t  i s  notor iously d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine levels 
o f  compensation, b u t  I unders tand f rom informat ion avai lable 
t o  me t h a t  t h e y  v a r i e d  b e t w e e n  M$ 8,000 t o  o v e r  M$ 
200,000 p e r  family, t h o u g h  average levels wou ld  appear t o  



have  been  i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  M$ 50,000 t o  M$ 100,000. 
Therefore, some families rece ived r a t h e r  meager sums whi le 
o thers  were g i ven  q u i t e  substant ia l  amounts o f  money. 

One o f  t h e  real problems w i t h  t h e  system o f  compensa- 
t i o n  in  t h e  B a t a n g  A i  was  n o t  so  m u c h  t h e  amounts 
i n v o l v e d ,  t h o u g h  o b v i o u s l y  f o r  some lban  these were 
inadequate, but t h e  methods o f  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  money. 
These were no t  cont ro l led  a n d  d i rec ted  t o  ensure  t h a t  t h e  
compensation would b e  used f o r  long-term purposes.  As  
Hong says, t h e  Iban, a n d  especial ly those f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  
phase o f  resett lement who genera l ly  rece ived h i g h e r  levels 
of compensation than  la te r  set t lers,  'went  on  a spend ing 
spree b u y i n g  expensive consumer goods l i ke  cars, te lev is ion 
sets and electr ical gadgets.  O the rs  were cheated o f  t h e i r  
money by smooth t a l k i n g  con men who promised them land 
a n d  shares.  Many squandered thousands o f  do l la rs  on 
cockf ights . . . . Money was f r i t t e r e d  away . . . . ' ( p .  175 I .  Hong 
recounts t h e  s to ry  t o l d  o f  a recen t l y  reset t led  lban man, 
who when asked how h i s  s i tua t ion  was a f te r  resett lement 
said 'It is  lovely, it i s  fantast ic .  I have a lo t  o f  money i n  
t h e  bank .  I have a good house. I have a big car, b r a n d  
new. A n d  we now have roads t o  g o  t o  t own  . . . . I d o  n o t  
drink coffee here.  I ' v e  o n l y  b randy ,  whisky,  Bacard i  and  
t h e  expensive b rands  o f  l i q u o r '  ( p .  176).  One o f  t h e  
t ragedies o f  t h e  Batang A i  was t h a t  government did n o t  d o  
much t o  assist t h e  l ban  in sav ing  a n d  i nves t i ng  t h e  compen- 
sa t i on  monies,  e s p e c i a l l y  as, u n d e r  t h e  te rms o f  t h e  
resett lement scheme, each se t t le r  fami ly  has t o  repay  t o  t h e  
government t h e  costs o f  cons t ruc t i ng  i t s  new longhouse 
apartment and t h e  development cost  i nvo l ved  in establ ish ing 
the  resett lement fa rm scheme. I n  addit ion, each l ban  fami ly  
i s  now expected t o  pay  regu la r  e lec t r i c i t y  and water b i l l s .  
Or ig inal ly .  it was hoped t h a t  t h e  l ban  would be  able t o  
grow r i ce  on d r y  terraces, a long w i t h  t h e  cash c rops  in t h e  
resett lement area. However, r i ce -g row ing  t u r n e d  o u t  no t  t o  
be  technical ly  feasible, a n d  so t h e  se t t le r  famil ies have now 
t o  acquire t h e i r  r i c e  suppl ies f rom o t h e r  sources, presumably 
f r o m  t h e  marke t .  Obv ious ly  compensation a n d  month ly  
budget ing  should have been v e r y  closely superv ised and  
supported by a comprehensive educational programme. I t  i s  
also clear t h a t  a number o f  se t t l e r s  were unaware o f  o r  
were unable t o  comprehend what  t h e i r  f u t u r e  b u d g e t a r y  
commitments were l i ke ly  t o  be.  

I n  my view, t h e  government has been n o t  so much 
ha rsh  in i t s  t reatment o f  the  lban i n  t h e  Batang Ai, b u t  
ra the r  it has demonstrated i ts  incompetence in p lann ing  and  
implementing a reset t lement scheme. It has chosen t o  t h r o w  
money a t  t h e  pro ject .  Substant ia l  resources and  personnel  
have been i nvo l ved  in cons t ruc t i ng  new longhouses, roads, 
and  a range  o f  community faci l i t ies, a n d  i n  s e t t i n g  u p  t h e  
fa rm scheme. A number o f  government of f ic ia ls  have shown 
genuine sympathy  a n d  concern fo r  t h e  Iban, a n d  it wou ld  
seem t h a t  t h e  author i t ies  envisaged t h e  Batang A i  reset t le-  
ment p ro jec t  as p r o v i d i n g  modern fac i l i t ies and  a b e t t e r  way 
o f  l i f e  f o r  t h e  se t t le rs .  Unfor tunately,  t h e  p ro jec t  was no t  
well p lanned a n d  it was cer ta in ly  no t  well implemented. In 
retrospect ,  t h e  government made t h e  wrong choice o f  s i te  
f o r  t h e  new settlements, t hough  one can unders tand  some o f  
t h e  reasons f o r  making t h a t  choice. The  s i te was a l ready 
populated and used by lban  l i v i ng  downr i ve r  o f  t h e  dam, and  
space had  t o  be  made f o r  t he  reset t led  communities. T h i s  
has meant t h a t  t h e  s i te i s  cramped and it does no t  allow 
f o r  f u t u r e  populat ion g r o w t h  and t h e  expansion o f  f a rm ing  
a n d  o t h e r  ac t i v i t i es  as the  se t t le rs  become more f i r m l y  
establ ished. No r  i s  much of t h e  t e r r a i n  and t h e  soi l  t h e r e  
sui table f o r  more concentrated fa rming act iv i t ies.  In my  
view d i f f e r e n t  locations should have been chosen, these 
should have been more d ispersed and emphasis shou ld  n o t  
have been placed on  an integrated, concentrated reset t le-  
ment scheme. Furthermore,  government agencies i nvo l ved  in 
t h e  programme have, in general, shown themselves def ic ien t  
in implementing and  coordinat ing such a scheme. Among 
o ther  th ings,  t h i s  has meant t h a t  schedules have no t  been 
met, which i n  t u r n  has aggravated and upset  t h e  se t t le rs .  

O n e  o f  H o n g ' s  i m p o r t a n t  c o n c l u s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  
resett lement process is  t h a t  it has resu l ted  i n  'a tota l  loss 
of customary tenure ' ,  which, i n  t u r n ,  'spells t h e  death  o f  
s h i f t i n g  c u l t i v a t i o n '  ( p .  178). As f a r  as it goes t h i s  
statement i s  co r rec t .  B u t  it i s  clear f rom s tud ies  under -  
taken b y  b o t h  government  personnel i n  Sarawak and  b y  
independent  observers  t h a t  s ign i f i cant  numbers o f  l ban  in 
t h e  Batang A i  area were finding it increasingly d i f f i c u l t  t o  
achieve a sa t is fac tory  level of r i ce  product ion  on  t h e  basis 
of s h i f t i n g  cu l t i va t ion .  Now, t h i s  f ac t  i s  no t  necessar i ly  a 
reason f o r  e l iminat ing swidden ag r i cu l t u re  a l together o r  f o r  
automatical ly rese t t l i ng  populat ions f rom u p r i v e r  areas. B u t  
i t  seems to  me t h a t  it is  a factor  which constra ins gove rn -  



ment development ef for ts ,  a n d  it has t o  b e  accepted that .  in 
some cases, t h e  phas ing  o u t  o f  s h i f t i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  
promot ing resett lement a re  op t ions  wh ich  government has t o  
examine ser iously.  What wor r i es  me, and  it c lear ly  wor r ies  
Hong,  i s  t h e  kind o f  o f f i c ia l  thinking wh ich  i nva r iab l y  
evaluates swidden a g r i c u l t u r e  in negat ive  terms a n d  labels it 
' t r a d i t i o n a l ' ,  a n d  assumes, t h e r e f o r e .  t h a t  it must  o f  
necessity be  removed a n d  replaced w i t h  'modern' fo rms o f  
cu l t i va t ion  under taken by 'modern' communities. In my  v iew 
t h i s  k i n d  of s impl is t ic  t h i n k i n g  has t o  b e  removed and  
replaced w i t h  one wh ich  looks a t  t h e  mer i ts  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
sor ts  o f  development s t ra tegy .  a n d  wh ich  assigns a place t o  
bo th  swidden cul t ivat ion,  where it i s  feasible, and  t o  o the r  
forms of ag r i cu l t u re  i n v o l v i n g  cash c rops .  

As f o r  land development a n d  settlement, Hong  rightly 
states t h a t  t h e  Sarawak State government wishes t o  open u p  
land under  na t ive  customary t e n u r e  f o r  ag r i cu l t u ra l  develop- 
m e n t  b a s e d  o n  c a s h  c rops .  A favo red  s t ra tegy  i s  t o  
incorporate local farmers i n t o  var ious  forms o f  l a rge r  scale 
estate product ion.  Th ree  main State agencies are  i nvo l ved  
in t h i s  process - t h e  Sarawak Land  Development Board  
(SLDB) ,  t he  Sarawak Land Consol idat ion a n d  Rehabi l i ta t ion 
A u t h o r i t y  (SALCRA)  and t h e  Land  Custody  and  Development 
A u t h o r i t y  ( L C D A ) .  V e r y  recen t l y  t h e r e  has also been 
increasing involvement o f  federa l  development author i t ies,  
such as Felda, in Sarawak. Each State body  has r a t h e r  
d i f f e r e n t  p o l i c y  a ims a n d  m e t h o d s  o f  implementat ion,  
a l though each has also had  n o  hard-and- fas t  b r ie f ,  a n d  f r o m  
time t o  time has adopted d i f f e r e n t  s t rategies depend ing on  
circumstances. 

Broad ly  t h e  SLDB has promoted smallholder-cum-estate 
f o r m s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  o n  t h e  r u b b e r  schemes wh ich  it 
i n h e r i t e d  f r o m  t h e  now d e f u n c t  Sa rawak  Development 
F i n a n c e  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( S D F C  1 .  These were v e r y  much 
modelled on the  Peninsular  Malaysian schemes of Felda. B u t  
the  SLDB has also operated l a rge  pub l i c l y  owned plantat ions 
u s i n g  wage-labor, no tab ly  in i t s  oi l -palm estates in t h e  
M i r i -B in tu lu  development area. SALCRA, on  t h e  o t h e r  hand, 
has  t e n d e d  t o  es tab l i sh  in s i t u  schemes, i nco rpo ra t i ng  
e x i s t i n g  s m a l l h o l d e r s  i n  m o r e  c e n t r a l i z e d  s y s t e m s  o f  
product ion,  processing and  market ing .  T h i s  s t ra tegy  can b e  
seen, f o r  example, i n  i t s  oi l -palm projects i n  t h e  Second 
Division of t he  State. Al though,  un l i ke  t h e  SLDB. SALCRA 

has n o t  been i nvo l ved  in t h e  reset t lement o f  na t i ve  farmers,  
it has been cal led upon t o  set u p  t h e  f a r m  scheme o n  t h e  
Batang A i  reset t lement s i te.  As of 1986, t h e  LCDA had  no t  
y e t  managed  t o  s e t  i n  mo t ion  a n d  o p e r a t e  a n y  l a rge  
ag r i cu l t u ra l  development scheme, but i t s  b r i e f  i s  t o  bring 
together  na t i ve  land a n d  labor and  t h e  f inance and  exper t ise  
o f  p r i v a t e  estate companies. I n  o ther  words, it has been 
cal led upon t o  ac t  as an in te rmediary  f o r  t h e  promot ion o f  
much more commercially o r ien ted enterpr ises.  T h e  SLDB 
and SALCRA have also resor ted  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  sector f o r  
management expe r t i se  h i r e d  on contract,  but ,  u n l i k e  t h e  
LCDA, t h e y  have  no t  as y e t  been so concerned t o  a t t r a c t  
f inancia l  commitments f r o m  p r i va te  estate companies. 

It appears t h a t  Hong has merged some o f  h e r  d is -  
c u s s i o n  o f  t h e s e  Sarawak s t a t u t o r y  development boa rds  
w i thout  su f f i c i en t l y  d i s t i ngu i sh ing  t h e i r  separate ac t iv i t ies  
( C h a p t e r  5). S h e  says tha t  t h e  schemes l invo lve  t h e  
al ienation o f  t h e i r  [ D a y a k l  lands, wh ich  in t u r n  w i l l  b e  
"opened u p "  b y  outs iders  whom t h e y  are  not  fami l iar  with, 
be  t h e y  p r i v a t e  en t rep reneurs  o r  government agencies' ( p .  
68) .  She adds t h a t  ' It comes as no  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  na t ives  
find it d i f f i c u l t  t o  i den t i f y  w i th  " land development". T h i s  
d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  l e d  t o  t h e  loss o f  t h e i r  
c u s t o m a r y  lands, t h e i r  impoverishment, dep r i va t i on  a n d  
robbed  them o f  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  and  dignityt ( p .  70). As  f o r  
t h e  SLDB i n  par t i cu la r ,  Hong remarks  t h a t  'Most o f  t h e  
lban se t t le rs  i n  t h e  SLDB schemes have had t o  s u r r e n d e r  
t h e i r  t r ad i t i ona l  lands f o r  development pro jects '  ( p .  6 4 ) .  If 
H o n g  i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  gene ra l  land loss as a r e s u l t  o f  
i n v o l v e m e n t  in land development, t hen  t h i s  needs some 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  C e r t a i n l y  cus tomary  r i g h t s  in l and  a re  
r e p l a c e d ,  e i t h e r  by developing customary land in s i tu,  
s u r v e y i n g  it and  ul t imately and ideal ly issuing a reg i s te red  
t i t l e  t o  it, o r  b y  r e s e t t l i n g  nat ives i n  new areas and  
g r a n t i n g  them a t r a c t  of land f o r  cul t ivat ion,  wh ich  w i l l  
also b e  eventua l ly  reg is te red.  T h e  p r i nc ip le  i s  t o  t r a n s f e r  
o r  t r ans fo rm customary right t o  pr ivate,  reg is te red t i t l e s .  
However, l and  development schemes have var ied.  SALCR A, 
f o r  example, usua l ly  develops on ly  a p a r t  o f  na t i ve  l and  
w i t h  c a s h  c r o p s ;  loca l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t he  scheme a re  
en t i t l ed  t o  keep remaining areas outs ide the  pro jec t  u n d e r  
t rad i t iona l  fo rms o f  t e n u r e  and can choose wh ich  k i n d s  o f  
c u l t i v a t i o n .  i nc lud ing  s h i f t i n g  agr icu l tu re ,  t h e y  w ish  t o  
p u r s u e  t h e r e .  O f  course, t h e  government hopes t h a t  



eventual ly t h e  fa rmers  w i l l  be  weaned o f f  o the r  ag r i cu l t u ra l  
act iv i t ies and devote more t ime t o  t h e  cash-crop enterpr ise .  
B u t  a t  t he  present  t ime t h e r e  is  s t i l l  pers is ten t  conf l i c t ing  
demands on labor time. between t h a t  wh ich  i s  devoted t o  
t he  pro ject  and t h a t  wh ich  i s  used t o  p u r s u e  o the r  forms o f  
c u l t i v a t i o n  o f f  t h e  scheme.  S A L C R A 1 s  tea scheme a t  
Mayang is  exper ienc ing  prec ise ly  t h i s  process o f  d i f f e ren t i a l  
labor allocation between a l te rnat ive  act iv i t ies.  Therefore,  
other  than t h e  land incorpora ted i n  t h e  scheme, t o  wh ich  a 
t i t l e  eventual ly  wi l l  be  g iven.  t h e  v i l lagers  invo lved cont inue 
to  enjoy the i r  customary r i g h t s  t o  remaining areas o f  land.  
What is more, i n  some SALCRA pro jec ts  ind iv idua l  families 
have refused t o  s u r r e n d e r  land t o  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  so t h a t  it 
has not  had cont inuous t r a c t s  f o r  p lan t i ng  u p  w i t h  cash- 
crops. 

If we take  SLDB operat ions, t h e n  many o f  these have 
been establ ished no t  on  customary land, b u t  on State land, 
t o  avoid the  problems associated w i t h  negot ia t ing  customary 
land r i gh ts .  It i s  on l y  in s i tuat ions in which reset t lement 
has taken place o r  where occasionally estates have had t o  
use  p o r t i o n s  o f  c u s t o m a r y  land t h a t  t rad i t iona l  t enu re  
systems have been d i r e c t l y  replaced b y  p r i v a t e  r i g h t s  in 
land. B u t  i n  these land development p ro jec ts  na t i ve  r i g h t s  
i n  land are n o t  lost.  One kind of right i s  subs t i t u ted  f o r  
another. O f  course, u l t imate ly  some ind iv idua ls  may lose 
the i r  lands completely t h r o u g h  t h e  operat ion o f  external ,  
mainly market  mechanisms and  t h e  processes o f  economic 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  p o l a r i z a t i o n .  B u t  t h e  main goal o f  
government po l icy  i s  no t  p r imar i l y  one o f  land al ienation 
b u t  one of land reg i s t ra t i on .  

The circumstances in wh ich  nat ive  fa rmers  decidedly do 
s t a n d  t o  lose  t h e i r  r i g h t s  in customary land i s  in t h e  
c o n t e x t  o f  l a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  conducted b y  t h e  LCDA. 
Generally customary r i g h t s  a re  supposed t o  be  t r a n s f e r r e d  
v i a  t h e  L C D A  t o  e q u i t y  in  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  e n t e r p r i s e  
established t h r o u g h  t h e  i n te rven t i on  o f  p r i v a t e  exper t i se  and 
finance. I n  t h i s  instance land r i g h t s  a re  no t  reg i s te red  b u t  
are subst i tu ted  f o r  shares in a company. However, t h e  
LCDA has been s ingu la r l y  unsuccessfu l  t o  date in persuad ing 
local f a r m e r s  t o  par t i c ipa te  in these k i n d s  o f  schemes. 
Vi l lagers are usua l ly  well aware o f  t h e  d i f fe rence between 
LCDA object ives and  those o f  SALCRA. What i s  more, 
p r i v a t e  es ta te  companies  h a v e  been wary  o f  becoming 

invo lved in schemes in which  t h e y  are  r e q u i r e d  t o  inves* 
sums o f  money on land governed by customary tenu re .  T h e y  
real ize t h e  complications o f  negot iat ing r i g h t s  in land  i n  
these areas. T o  date, t h e  government t h r o u g h  i t s  agency 
t h e  LCDA, has also been re luc tant  t o  push  f o r w a r d  i t s  
ag r i cu l t u ra l  development plans, t hough  theore t ica l l y  it has 
t h e  power t o  ex t i ngu i sh  nat ive  land r i g h t s .  

T h e  problems o f  t h e  LCDA, and  t h e  no t  i ns ign i f i can t  
levels o f  compensation g ran ted  t o  t h e  reset t led l ban  o f  t h e  
Batang A i  in r e t u r n  fo r  t h e  loss o f  t h e i r  customary lands, 
suggest  t h a t  these land r i g h t s  are  of ten no t  easi ly a n d  
cheaply removed b y  government edict .  Along w i t h  Hong I 
am anxious about  t h e  gradua l  erosion o f  na t ive  r igh ts ,  b u t  
t h i s  has o f ten  n o t  been t h e  d i rec t  r e s u l t  o f  government land 
development schemes. Furthermore,  t hough  Hong argues 
t h a t  customary land r i g h t s  are be ing  progress ive ly  r e s t r i c t -  
ed, she also notes t h a t  a t  p resent  ' t he  poor s u r v e y  capaci ty  
o f  t h e  administ rat ion has meant t h a t  t h e  actual boundar ies  
o f  "customary lands1' a re  v e r y  vague and  hence t h e  nat ives  
a re  t o  a l a rge  ex tent  s t i l l  f r ee  t o  clear and cu l t i va te  new 
land1 (p. 54). 

What I find ra the r  more w o r r y i n g  i n  re lat ion t o  l and  
development i s  no t  so much i t s  consequences f o r  na t i ve  l and  
r i g h t s  as i t s  i nab i l i t y  t o  p rov ide  long-term solut ions t o  t h e  
p r o b l e m  o f  r u r a l  p o v e r t y  in Sarawak. Of  course, t h e  
in ten t ion  o f  t h e  la rge ag r i cu l t u ra l  schemes is  t o  improve t h e  
income and  there fore  t h e  general wel l-being o f  poor r u r a l  
households. However, as a resu l t  o f  ine f f i c ien t  management 
a n d  f i n a n c i a l  a c c o u n t i n g  a n d  t h e  lack o f  exper t i se  in 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  estate forms of production, t h e  State l and  
development boards have been pa r t i cu la r l y  unsuccessfu l  in 
promot ing  v iable schemes capable o f  genera t ing  su f f i c i en t  
income and  o f  sustaining, le t  alone increasing, t h a t  income 
i n  t h e  longer term. T h e  sad s t o r y  o f  t h e  mismanagement 
and  inef f ic iencies in t h e  SLDB, wh ich  has achieved some 
prominence i n  recent  newspaper ar t ic les in Sarawak, i s  a 
case in po in t .  B u t  SALCRA too has general ly  been unable 
t o  establ ish we l l - run  and  e f f i c ien t ly  organized pro jec ts  f o r  
t h e  benef i t  o f  t h e  local people. 

Final ly, le t  us  t u r n  t o  Hongls general recommendations 
in response t o  t h e  processes o f  change which a re  a t  w o r k  in 



Sarawak. A l t hough  I am in general  sympathy  w i t h  t h e  main 
t h r u s t  of h e r  book, I am no t  so conv inced t h a t  some o f  h e r  
solutions t o  Sarawakis problems a r e  v e r y  real is t ic .  She 
bemoans t h e  passing o f  t rad i t iona l  society; development 
policies 'have led  t o  . . . . t h e  erosion o f  t h e  basis f o r  t h e i r  
[Dayak] t rad i t iona l  way o f  l i fe '  ( p .  21 1 ) . She po in ts  t o  t h e  
even tua l  'demise o f  sw idden  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  longhouse 
societyi ( p .  211 1 .  She says t h a t  Sarawak has produced 'a 
new generat ion o f  educated urban ized nat ives who have n o t  
in tegrated themselves i n t o  t rad i t iona l  society'  ( p. 21 1 ) . She 
argues t h a t  ' the  recogn i t ion  a n d  t h e  preserva t ion  o f  na t i ve  
adat law and  r i g h t s  t o  l and  i s  a duty a n d  respons ib i l i t y  o f  
t h e  Statei [ p .  221). T h i s  f o r  t h e  reason t h a t  a t  p resent  ' the  
freedom and pro tec t ion  f o r  na t ives  t o  prac t ice  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  
and t rad i t ions  on  t h e i r  customary lands a re  n o t  guaranteedi 
( p .  221). Hong maintains t h a t  " [ t l h e  f i r s t  f unc t i on  o f  any  
economy is  t o  p roduce food t o  feed i t s  populace. Fo r  most 
of t he  r u r a l  natives, t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  b e  se l f -su f f i c ien t  in 
food depends o n  t h e i r  access t o  l and  a n d  t h e i r  ab i l i t y  t o  
continue t h e i r  method o f  ag r i cu l t u ra l  p roduc t i on  wh ich  i s  
sh i f t i ng  cul t ivat ion.  S h i f t i n g  cu l t i va t i on  i s  i n teg ra l  t o  t h e i r  
way of l i fe  and  t h e  on l y  f o r m  o f  cu l t i va t i on  su i ted  t o  t h e i r  
physical envi ronment '  ( p. 21 1 1. Therefore,  she feels t h a t  
' [ i l t  would b e  more appropr ia te  . . . . t o  devise policies and  
assistance wh ich  w o r k  t o  make s h i f t i n g  cu l t i va t ion  more 
economically a n d  ecological ly v iab le  instead o f  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  
a p r i o r i  assumptions t h a t  t h i s  f o r m  of a g r i c u l t u r e  must  b e  
replaced by permanent a n d  se t t led  ag r i cu l t u re '  ( p.  21 2 1 . 

I am ce r ta in l y  in agreement w i t h  Hongis suggest ion 
tha t  sh i f t i ng  cu l t i va t ion  needs t o  b e  understood, t rea ted  
sympathetical ly and  assisted. B u t  in some cases, and in 
some areas o f  t h e  State, swidden ag r i cu l t u re  has c lear ly  
passed t h e  l imi ts  of v i ab i l i t y .  S u r v e y s  under taken  by t h e  
Sarawak D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e  Sarawak 
Museum, as  w e l l  as  by independent  researchers, have 
demons t ra ted  tha t ,  even w i t h  government inputs,  some 
communities. f o r  example in t h e  F i r s t  and  Second Division, 
would f i n d  it v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  eke o u t  a l i v i n g  on  t h e  basis 
of sh i f t i ng  agr icu l tu re .  Nevertheless, where condi t ions o f  
environmental deteriorat ion, populat ion g r o w t h  a n d  compet- 
ing claims o n  l and  a r e  n o t  so acute  t h e n  c lear ly  swidden 
cultivation, w i t h  appropr ia te  adjustments. can b e  maintained 
and in tegra ted w i t h  o the r  fo rms o f  subsistence and  cash 
crop agr icu l tu re .  What I would advocate would b e  a much 

more f l ex ib le  response t o  s h i f t i n g  cu l t i va t ion  and  n o t  one, 
w h i c h  many local pol i t ic ians and  government o f f i c ia ls  i n  
Sarawak seem a t  p resent  t o  support ,  which judges t h i s  f o r m  
o f  cu l t i va t ion  t o  be  i nhe ren t l y  bad.  

T h e r e  i s  a more general  problem, t o  m y  mind, in 
Hong's s u p p o r t  f o r  t rad i t iona l  ways of l i fe .  T h e r e  is  t h e  
v e r y  g rea t  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  determining what precisely we mean 
b y  ' t r a d i t i o n a l ' .  Nat ive  societies have been subject  t o  
cont inuous processes o f  change f o r  a considerable pe r iod  o f  
t ime. Sometimes, t h e r e  have been phases o f  r a p i d  t r a n s f o r -  
mat ion,  a n d  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  s o  in  t h e  la te r  per iods  o f  
E u r o p e a n  co lon ia l i sm a n d  more recent ly  s ince Malaysian 
independence. Even systems o f  s h i f t i n g  cu l t i va t ion  and  l and  
t e n u r e  have been subject  t o  change, along w i t h  t h e  concepts 
and  pract ices wh ich  accompanied them. I t  i s  a basic f a c t  
t h a t  Dayak societies have been progress ive ly  i n teg ra ted  i n t o  
w i d e r  s y s t e m s  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s ince t h e  
n ine teenth  c e n t u r y .  Many ind iv idua ls  and  communities have  
e a g e r l y  se ized upon  t h e  oppor tun i t ies  wh ich  have been 
p rov ided  t o  them in t h e  contex t  o f  modernizat ion. T h e y  a r e  
un l i ke l y  t o  g i v e  u p  some o f  these easily, especial ly t h e  
younger  generat ion.  Therefore,  how are we t o  r e s u r r e c t  t h e  
' t radi t ional ' ,  even if we can a r r i v e  a t  some view o f  what  
t h i s  ' t rad i t iona l '  society was l i ke? 

Hong's solut ion seems t o  b e  t o  argue f o r  some kind o f  
Dayak reserva t ion  policy, focused o n  customary land tenure ,  
s u b s i s t e n c e  f o r m s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s h i f t i n g  
cul t ivat ion,  longhouse domicile, and  t h e  in tegra t ion  o f  y o u n g  
peop le  i n t o  t h i s  v i l lage society. I bel ieve t h a t  i f  one 
pu rsues  Hong's solut ions to  t h e i r  logical conclusions a n d  
a d o p t s  p o l i c i e s  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  reserva t ion  t h e n  t h e  
Dayaks w i l l  b e  l e f t  even f u r t h e r  beh ind  o ther  e thn i c  g r o u p s .  
T h e  burning issue in Peninsular  Malaysia o f  t h e  economic 
d i s p a r i t y  between Chinese and Malays, in par t i cu la r ,  i s  also 
now an issue i n  Sarawak. Non-Muslim nat ives  a n d  t h e i r  
pol i t ica l  leaders are  becoming increasingly voci ferous about  
t h e i r  small share of t h e  f r u i t s  o f  Sarawak's economic g r o w t h  
in comparison w i th  t h e  Chinese and  some g r o u p s  of f a v o r e d  
Muslims. Preservat ion o f  ' t rad i t iona l '  ways, ' t r ad i t i ona l '  
t e n u r e  w i t h  low market  values f o r  land, a n d  t h e  s h i f t i n g  
cu l t i va t i on  o f  subsistence c rops  would, in my view. ass ign  
Dayaks t o  an economic a n d  social wi lderness. T h e y  have  t o  
be  able t o  compete a n d  advance and  tha t  i s  w h y  I look w i t h  



sadness  a t  t h e  b a d l y  c o n c e i v e d  a n d  implemented l a n d  
development schemes. I t  i s  inconce ivab le  t h a t  t h e  n a t i v e  
populat ions cou ld  b e  e f f ec t i ve l y  sh i e l ded  f r o m  economic a n d  
pol i t ica l  f o r ces  wh i ch  have  a l r eady  t r ans fo rmed  t h e i r  ways  
o f  l i fe .  Idea l l y  wha t  t h e  Dayaks  h a v e  t o  d o  i s  t o  make 
these fo rces  w o r k  f o r  t hem so t h a t  t h e y  a re  b e t t e r  ab le t o  
con t ro l  t h e i r  des t in ies  a n d  se lect  new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o n  t h e i r  
own terms.  T h i s  i n  t u r n  depends  o n  them ob ta i n i ng  a much  
s t r onge r  po l i t i ca l  vo ice t h a n  t h e y  h a v e  h i t h e r t o  enjoyed, t h e  
development  o f  e f fec t i ve ,  cohes ive  a n d  u n i f y i n g  po l i t i ca l  
organizat ions,  a n d  t h e  s e c u r i n g  o f  committed a n d  genu ine l y  
ca r i ng  po l i t i ca l  leaders.  T h i s  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  o n l y  way t o  
e n s u r e  t h a t  n a t i v e  l a n d  r i g h t s ,  l i ve l ihoods  a n d  c u l t u r a l  
iden t i t i es  a re  p ro tec ted .  Hong, too, recognizes t h a t  t h e  
Dayaks have  a right t o  development  a n d  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n -  
ment has a duty t o  p r o v i d e  them w i t h  a v a r i e t y  o f  essent ia l  
modern p u b l i c  se rv ices .  B u t  ove ra l l  she  appears  t o  s u p p o r t  
pol ic ies which,  t o  my  mind, wou ld  t e n d  t o  lead t o  someth ing 
approx imat ing  a dua l  society;  t h e  Dayaks  wou ld  b r o a d l y  
occupy a r u r a l  sector,  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  o n  t h e  cu l t i va t i on  o f  
s u b s i s t e n c e  c r o p s  a n d  u s i n g  sw idden  methods on  l a n d  
gove rned  by legal communal o r  co l lec t i ve  r i g h t s .  Presum- 
ably,  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  economy d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  cash n e x u s  
and  t o  u r b a n  ac t i v i t i es  wou ld  l a r g e l y  b e  t h e  p r e s e r v e  o f  
o the rs .  G iven  t h e  changes  wh i ch  h a v e  a l ready  t aken  p lace 
i n  Sarawak, I d o  no t  think a po l i c y  o f  Dayak  rese rva t i ons  i s  
realizable, n o r  d o  I t h i n k  it des i rab le .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  Dayaks  
a re  demanding t h a t  t h e i r  r i g h t s  b e  recogn ized  b u t  t h e y  also 
want  t o  share  i n  t h e  bene f i t s  w h i c h  a deve lop ing ,  moder-  
n i z i ng  soc iety  can p r o v i d e .  Whether  we l i k e  it o r  n o t  I  
t h i n k  we have  t o  accept t h a t  t h e  Dayaks  cannot  rea l i s t i ca l l y  
l i v e  i n  a s o c i a l l y ,  economical ly a n d  c u l t u r a l l y  cocooned 
wor ld .  T h e y  have  t o  b e  g i v e n  t h e  means t o  cope w i t h  
change and  t o  p l ay  a f u l l  a n d  success fu l  p a r t  i n  Malaysia's 
modern izat ion.  
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l  NTRODUCTION 

T a n j u n g  P u t i n g  Nat ional  P a r k  i s  located o n  t h e  s o u t h  
coast  o f  Kal imantan ( B o r n e o )  in t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  Kal imantan 
Tengah,  be tween 2 0  35's  a n d  3 20 's  a n d  11 1 50' a n d  
1120 15'E. T a n j u n g  P u t i n g  was f i r s t  es tab l i shed  as a game 
r e s e r v e  in t w o  p a r t s  d u r i n g  1936 a n d  1937 by t h e  D u t c h  
c o l o n i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  S u l t a n  o f  K o t a w a r i n g i n .  
C o n s i s t i n g  o f  305,000 ha. t h e  r e s e r v e  was es tab l i shed  
p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  o r a n g  u tans  Pongo pygmaeus ,  
p robosc is  monkeys  Nasal is  l a r v a t u s  a n d  rh i noce ros  D icero -  
r h i n u s  s u m a t r e n s i s  w i t h  t h e  la t te r ,  however ,  becoming  
e x t i n c t  i n  t h e  1940's d u e  t o  severe  h u n t i n g  p r e s s u r e  f o r  i t s  
h o r n s .  O r a n g  u t a n s  a n d  p robosc is  monkeys  s t i l l  rema in  
p l e n t i f u l .  In 1982 t h e  s t a t u s  o f  T a n j u n g  P u t i n g  was 
u p g r a d e d  t o  Nat ional  P a r k .  

T h e  P a r k  o c c u p i e s  mos t  o f  t h e  s w a m p y ,  a l l u v i a l  
pen insu la  be tween Kumai Bay  a n d  t h e  S e r u y a n  R i v e r .  T h e  
P a r k  i s  v e r y  f l a t  w i t h  t h e  h i ghes t  p o i n t  no  more  t h a n  30 m 
above mean sea leve l .  T h e  so i ls  a r e  gene ra l l y  v e r y  poor ,  
heav i l y  leached, p o o r l y  developed a n d  v e r y  ac id ic .  T h e  P a r k  
i s  d r a i n e d  by a number  o f  small b l ack  water  r i v e r s  r a d i a t i n g  
f r o m  i t s  n o r t h e r n  a n d  eas te rn  p a r t s .  G r o u n d  wa te r  f o r m s  
a n  impo r tan t  p a r t  o f  a l l  hab i ta ts  and  l a rge  areas o f  t h e  
P a r k  a r e  f l ooded  f o r  much  of t h e  yea r .  

VEGETAT ION 

a )  Lowland  D i p t e r o c a r p  Fores t  

While t h e  vege ta t i on  o f  T a n j u n g  P u t i n g  i s  q u i t e  v a r i e d ,  
approx imate ly  40% o f  t h e  Pa rk  i s  covered  b y  d r y l a n d  f o r e s t  
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which approximates Lowland D ip terocarp  Forest, a l though it 
d i f f e rs  i n  composition f r o m  t h e  b e t t e r  known Dip terocarp  
Forests elsewhere i n  Borneo; it is  f o res t  w i th  a " t rop ica l  
heath" appearance. Rarely are d ip terocarps  dominant a t  
Tan jung Puting, and nowhere d o  t h e y  exh ib i t  t h e  size a n d  
d i ve rs i t y  found i n  reg ions  o f  g rea te r  soi l  f e r t i l i t y .  T h e  
canopy is  n o t  pa r t i cu la r l y  high, be ing  about  30-40 m. high 

I w i t h  emeraents sometimes UD t o  50-55 m. A wide selection 
-I - 1 i of -species is  p resent  inc lud ing  Dur io.  Shorea, Castanopsis, 

Li thocarpus, Xylopia, Sindora, Koompassia. Casuarina, etc.  
w i t h  i ronwood Eusideroxylon zwager i  abundant  near t h e  
swamp edges. 

b )  Peat Swamp Forests 

Much of t h e  Park, perhaps 40-50%, is  character ized b y  
v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  peat swamp forests, d i f fe rent ia ted  b y  
degree of inundation. th ickness  o f  t h e  peat, ac id i ty ,  a n d  
f requency of species o f  t rees.  S t i l t  roots, pneuniatophores 
and epiphytes are v e r y  common. T h e  g r o u n d  sur face i s  , 

made v e r y  u n e v e n  b y  roo ts  and  pneumatophores, w i t h  
puddles between t rees 2 ni. o r  more deep d u r i n g  t h e  wet ~ season. Black water w i t h  a p H  o f  4.8 - 5.0 f lows o u t  o f  
these fo res ts  and  al l  ove r  t h e  Pa rk .  However, d u r i n g  t h e  
d r y  season t h e  swamps to ta l l y  d r y  u p .  Charac ter is t i c  o f  ~ t h e s e  swamp f o r e s t s  a r e  Gonysty lus  bancanus, Dyera, 
Dactylocladus, Tetramerista, Ganua, Alstonia and Shorea 
ba lanqeran ,  a l t h o u g h  each swamp does no t  necessari ly 
contain the  f u l l  component o f  t h e  above t rees .  

! c )  Heath Forests 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 - 10% o f  t h e  fo res ts  o f  Tan jung  
Put ing  are t ropical  heath fo res ts  which consist of pole- 
s i z e d  t rees  on leached sandy soi ls. These fo res ts  a re  , 

f r equen t l y  associated w i th  peat swamps and  t h e  f lo ras  o f  
t he  two hab i ta t  types  have some a f f in i t ies .  Dacrydium, 
Euqenia. Castanopsis. Hopea, Schima, Diospyros, Jackia. 
Licuala and Vatica are  charac ter is t i c .  The re  i s  a mossy 
layer  underfoot  w i th  some herbaceous vegetat ion. B i g  t rees  , 

are re la t ive ly  scarce, and t h e  canopy is  low and broken.  
i 

d )  Secondary Forests and O l d  Ladangs 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  10% of t h e  P a r k  c o n s i s t s  o f  areas 
severely d i s t u r b e d  b y  human a c t i v i t y .  Secondary fo res ts  
w i t h  much Macaranqa a re  found as are  ex tens ive  o l d  ladangs 
wh ich  sometimes s t r e t c h  2-3 km. in f rom t h e  r i v e r s .  These 
o l d  ladangs a r e  covered w i t h  grass  ( Impera ta l  a n d  fe rns .  a n d  
dot ted  w i t h  s h r u b s  ( s u c h  as Melastoma) and  lone trees, 
f r e q u e n t l y  Schima. 

e l  Coastal Forests 

Nowhere a re  t h e  mangrove fo res ts  well developed. Sea 
coasts have extensive Nipa format ions which ex tend  i n land  
and mark  t h e  ex ten t  o f  b rack ish  waters. O n  t h e  sandy 
seashores o f  t h e  sou th  coast a t ypc ia l  f l o ra  o f  Casuarina, 
Pandanus, Podocarpus, Barr ingtonia,  a n d  Scaevola exists.  

B IRDS OF TANJUNG PUTING 

Kalimantan ( Borneo)  has approximately 420 res iden t  
b i r d  species and  130 migrants  (Smythies, 1981 1 .  A l t hough  
Borneo has t h e  most specialized bird fauna in t h e  Malaysian 
s u b r e g i o n  w i t h  29 endemic  spec ies ,  bird endemism i s  
p r imar i l y  a montane phenomenon a n d  on ly  few species o f  
Tan jung  P u t i n g  b i r d s  a re  endemic. Nevertheless t h e  p a r k  i s  
o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  i t s  v a r i e d  b i rd  fauna 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  poorer  soils o f  t h e  coastal p la in .  
Shallow, marshy  lakes hos t ing  b i r d  populat ions are  a fea tu re  
o f  Borneo's southern  por t ion .  Tan jung  Pu t i ng  conta ins t h e  
o n l y  r e p o r t e d  ac t ive  colony f r o m  Borneo f o r  a n y  species o f  
wh i te  e g r e t  o r  heron.  Located near B u l u h  Besar River ,  one 
"Danau B u r u n g "  o r  bird lake serves thousands o f  la rge  b i r d s  
o f  a t  least s i x  d i f f e r e n t  species, many of them now r a r e  i n  
Borneo (Galdikas, e t  al, 1985 1. O the r  colonies repo r ted l y  
also inc lude Lesser Ad ju tan t  Storks,  a n d  it i s  p robab le  t h a t  
Storm's S t o r k  also breeds in t h e  Park .  Probab ly  these 
colonies se rve  e n t i r e  populat ions of  t h e  south-centra l  region, 
but no  orn i tho log is t  has  ye t  s tud ied  in d e p t h  t h e  bird l i f e  
o f  any  Bornean lake, one o f  t h e  g rea t  gaps in o u r  know-  
ledge. T h e  need t o  safeguard t h e  Tan jung P u t i n g  colonies 
as one  s t e p  in t h e  overal l  conservation o f  Kal imantan's 
wet land bird populat ion i s  obvious.  The  fo l lowing prel irni-  
n a r y  l i s t  i s  inc idental  t o  15  years o f  pr imate research o f  t h e  
Orang  Utan a n d  Conservat ion Project  ( 0 .  R. C. P. 1 b y  several  



observers.  O u r  35 sq.  km. s t u d y  area consists o f  Lowland 
Dipterocarp Forest  ( 6 3 % ) ,  Peat Swamp Forest  (27%) ,  Trop ica l  
Heath Forest  (5%)  and secondary and  ex- ladang associations 
(5%). Most o f  t h e  s i g h t i n g s  were  made w i th in  t h e  s t u d y  
area i tse l f  whi le o thers  were made a t  t h e  "bird lake" (Danau 

, .  
B u r u n g )  i n  1979 (Galdikas, g d, 1985) as well as on  several 
b r i e f  fo rays  a n d  pat ro ls  i n t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  a n d  eas tern  sides 
o f  t h e  Park .  More recen t l y  many o f  t h e  species o n  t h e  l i s t  
have been reconf i rmed by Ken B u r t o n  and  Steve a n d  Anne 
Nash. 

A l t h o u g h  T r o p i c a l  H e a t h  Fores ts  and  Peat Swamp 
Forests general ly  have lower species d i v e r s i t y  t h a n  Lowland 
D i p t e r o c a r p  Forest ,  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  habi tats a t  Tan jung  
Pu t i ng  prov ides  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a wide range  o f  species. 
The  pre l im inary  check l is t  indicates 165 bird species s igh ted  
in the  Park; more in tens ive  inves t iga t ions  will. undoubted ly ,  
push  t h i s  f i g u r e  well ove r  200. Some o f  t h e  b i r d s  encoun- 
t e red  a t  Tan jung  P u t i n g  such  as t h e  endemic Bald-headed 
Wood-Shrike P i ty r ias is  gymnocephala a re  r a r e  o r  unde r -  
recorded anywhere in Borneo.  Some o f  t h e  pheasants and  
wetland species could b e  endar ered.  A l t hough  Tan jung  
Pu t i ng  i s  bes t  known f o r  i t s  pr imates, t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  b i r d s  
a l ready recorded in t h e  fo l lowing pre l im inary  l i s t  enhances 

urgency  t o  i t s  protect ion.  

i 
t h e  i n t r i ns i c  value o f  t h i s  impor tan t  nat ional Pa rk  and  g i ves  

' 

PRELIMINARY LlST 

Anhinga melanogaster 
Ardea pu rpu rea  
Butor ides  s t r i a tus  
Bubu lcus  i b i s  
Egret ta alba 
Egre t ta  garze t ta  
Nyct icorax nyc t icorax  
Leptopti los javanicus 
Ciconia stormi  
Machaeramphus alc inus 
Hal iastur i ndus  
Accip i ter  t r i v i r g a t u s  
lc t inaetus malayensis 
Spi lorn is  cheela 

I 
I l c thyophaga nana 

Argusianus a rgus  

Su rn i cu lus  l u g y b r i s  
Chrysococcyx  xan tho rhynchus  
Phaenicophaeus chlorophaeus 
Phaenicophaeus c u r v i r o s t r i s  
Cent ropus sinensis 
Cent ropus bengalensis 
Phodi lus bad ius  
S t r i x  leptogrammica 
O t u s  bakkamoena 
Ninox  scutu lata 
Bubo  sumatrana 
Batrachostomus javensis 
Batrachostomus c o r n u t u s  
Eurostopodus temmincki 
Rhaph idura  leucopygia l is  
H i rundapus  g iganteus  

PRELIMINARY LlST (Cont ld .  1 

Lophura  ery throphtha lma 
Lophura  i gn i t a  
Melanoperdix n i g r a  
Rol lu lus rou lou l  
Gal l icrex c inerea 
T r i n g a  g lareola 
Glareola maldivarurn 
T r e r o n  fu l v i co l l i s  
T r e r o n  capellei 
T r e r o n  c u r v i r o s t r a  
T r e r o n  ve rnans  
T r e r o n  olax 
Ducula aenea 
Chalcophaps indica 
Pt i l inopus jambu 
Strepotopel ia chinensis 
Psi t tacula longicauda 
Ps i t t i nus  cyanurus  
Lor icu lus  ga lgu lus  
Cacomantis meru l inus  
Megalaima aust ra l i s  
Megalaima ra f f l es i i  
Megalaima mystacophanos 
Calorhamphus fu l ig inosus 
Sasia abnormis 
Picus miniaceus 
Mul ler ip icus pulverulerctus 
Dryocopus javensis 
Dinopium r a f f  les i i  
B l y th ip i cus  rub ig inosus 
Meiglyptes t u k k i  
Hemicircus concretus 
Chrysocolaptes va l idus  
Picus puniceus 
Calyptomena v i r i d i s  
Cyrnb i rhynchus 

rnacrorhynchus 
Eury la imus ochromalus 
P i t ta  g ranat ina  
H i rundo  tah i t i ca  
H i rundo  rus t i ca  
Coracina s t r ia ta  
Coracina f imbr ia ta  
Lalage n i g r a  

Apus a f f in is  
Col localia esculenta 
Collocalia maxima 
Hemiprocne longipennis 
Hemiprocne comata 
Harpactes kasumba 
Harpactes duvauce l i i  
Halcyon ch lor is  
Halcyon pi leata 
Alcedo menin t ing  
Pelargopsis capensis 
Ceyx er i thacus 
Nyc t i o rn i s  amicta 
Merops v i r i d i s  
Ano r rh inus  ga ler i tus  
Rhyt iceros  undu la tus  
Rhyt iceros  co r ruga tus  
Buceros rh inoceros 
Anthracoceros coronatus 
Anthracoceros malayanus 
S i t t a  f ron ta l i s  
Pellorneum cap is t ra tum 
Trichastoma rnalaccense 
Malacopteron cinereurn 
Macronus gu la r i s  
Macronus ~ t i l o s u s  
Stachyr is  inaculata 
Stachyr is  e ry th rop te ra  
Eupetes macrocercus 
Copsychus rnalabaricus 
Copsychus saular is  
Orthotomus ru f i ceps  
Orthotomus ser iceus 
Pr in ia  f l av i ven t r i s  
Rhinomyias umbrat i l i s  
Ficedula durnetoria 

Cyorn is  turcosa 
Rh ip idura  javanica 
Hypothymis azurea 
Terpsiphone parad is i  
Lanius c r i s ta tus  
Gracula rel igiosa 
P i ty r ias is  gymnocephala 



PRELIMINARY L I S T  ( Cont 'd .  

Pericrocotus igneus 
Aegithina v i r id iss ima 
Chloropsis sonnerat i  
Chloropsis cyanopogon 
Pycnonotus goiavier  
Pycnonotus eut i lo tus  
Pycnonotus plumosus 
Pycnonotus b r u n n e u s  
Pycnonotus ery throptha lmos 
Dicrurus  paradiseus 
Oriolus xanthonotus 
l rena puella 
Platylophus galer iculatus 
Platysmurus leucopterus 
Corvus enca 

An th rep tes  malacensis 
Ant reptes  singalensis 
Hypogramma hypogrammicum 
Nectar in ia sperata 
Nectar in ia jugu lar is  
Aethopyga siparaja 
Arachnothera long i ros t ra  
Arachnothera  f lav igas ter  
Pr ionochi lus percussus 
Pr ionochi lus thoracicus 
Pr ionochi lus maculatus 
Dicaeum ch ryso r rheum 
Dicaeum tr igonost igma 
Lonchura  fuscans 
Lonchura  malacca 
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jTJ GANTONC - A NONCE FORMATION I N  BRUNEI MALAY 

Ll NDA AMY KIMBALL 
Western Washington Un ive rs i t y  

A nonce format ion i s  a f lee t ing  moment o f  o r i g ina l i t y  
when one speaker o f  language uses the  components o f  t h a t  
language t o  compose a new word  o r  phrase t o  descr ibe  o r  
name a new object o r  an  altered circumstance. T o  hear  a 
nonce formation be ing in t roduced i s  t o  encounter language 
i n  a moment o f  c reat ive  change. 

Bauer [ 1983, p. 42) defines nonce format ion as . . . "a 
new complex word  coined on t h e  s p u r  o f  t h e  moment." 
C rys ta l  (1980, p. 242) defines t h e  nonce formation as . . . "A 
l i n g u i s t i c  f o r m  w h i c h  a speaker consciously i nven ts  o r  
accidental ly uses on  a s ingle occasion . . ." A w o r d  o r  ph rase  
so coined may van ish  a f te r  one use; b u t  "Nonce format ions 
have occasionally come t o  be adopted by t h e  community - in 
which case t h e y  cease by def in i t ion  t o  b e  'nonce' ( f o rms  
used " fo r  t h e  [n lonce )  ." (Crysta l ,  1980, p. 242). 

A nonce formation and t h e  beg inn ing o f  i t s  acceptance 
i n t o  one dialect o f  B rune i  Malay in Temburong, Brunei, 
occu r red  in Augus t  o f  1987. ( 1  A t  t h a t  t ime teabags made 
t h e i r  entrance as a s igni f icant  new item in t h e  material 
c u l t u r e  o f  da i ly  l i fe. Un t i l  then tea had been sold on l y  in 
t h e  f o r m  o f  loose tea, t e h  daun, "leaf tea". Lipton, Boh  a n d  
o the r  companies in t roduced teabags in to  a l l  t h e  stores a n d  
d u r i n g  Ju l y  t h r o u g h  September mounted major simultaneous 
adve r t i s i ng  campaigns o n  television and i n  magazines t o  



t o  promote t h e  sale o f  teabags. T h e  te lev is ion advert ise-  
ments had songs speci f ic  t o  each b r a n d  accompanied b y  
p ic tu res  of people happ i l y  d u n k i n g  teabags u p  and  down i n  
steaming cups.  These advert isements showed h igh-s ta tus  
of f ice workers, o r  p rominent  movie-people "on set," t h u s  
appeal ing t o  ideas o f  convenience, p rospe r i t y ,  and s ta tus .  
Magazine advert isements fea tu red  s t i l l - shots  o f  t h e  same 
people, as well as teabags on  expens ive  c u p  and saucer sets 
used f o r  exclus ive social occasions. 

In al l  t h e i r  advert isements t h e  tea companies used t h e  
te rm teh unchanq, "pu rse /pouch  tea", t o  descr ibe t h e i r  
p r o d u c t .  T h e  te rm unchang  in S tandard  Malay means, 
"purse, pouch" ( L u  1972, p. 1102 1 .  B u t  u n c h a n q  i s  n o t  a 
te rm of eve ryday  occur rence in B r u n e i  Malay, wh ich  uses 
beg tangan, "hand bag". f o r  a purse.  a n d  beg  damit, "small 

, bag" o r  jalan simpan d u i t  pachah, ( 2 )  "conta iner  t o  s to re  
change", f o r  change purses .  ( 3 )  Thus,  a new object, t h e  
teabag, was i n t roduced  u n d e r  a name somewhat inconvenient  
f o r  spoken B rune i  Malay. 

In mid-August, 1987, one respected senior woman in a 
T e m b u r o n g  v i l l a g e  p r o d u c e d  t h e  nonce formation, teh 
gantonq. "hang ing tea", t o  descr ibe  a teabag i n  use, and  
soon extended t h e  usage t o  a l l  teabags as a gener ic  name, 
then extended t h e  usage f u r t h e r  t o  descr ibe t h e  tea brewed 
f r o m  t e a b a g s  r a t h e r  t h a n  f r o m  loose tea. T h e  nonce 
formation teh gan tong  t h u s  r a p i d l y  acqu i red  t h e  meanings o f  
"teabag", "teabag tea", ( 4  a n d  "tea wh ich  has been brewed 
f rom tea i n  teabags". Family members, neighbors,  and o the r  
v i l l a g e r s  soon a d o p t e d  t h e  t e r m  teh gan tonq  w i t h  i t s  
extended meanings. T h e  t e r m  t e h  g a n t o n g  f i t s  comfor tably 
in to  Brune i  Malay because it uses words  c u r r e n t  in B rune i  
Malay, and has a fo rm whose s t r u c t u r e  paral le ls  t h a t  used i n  
other  terms desc r i b ing  tea. 

T e h  qantong, "teabags, teabag tea", paral le ls  such  te rms 
as -- teh daun, "leaf tea", ( 5 )  -- t e h  susu. "mi lky  tea", t h a t  is, 
tea w i t h  mi lk  in i t , (6 )  t e h  manis, "sweet tea", t e h  tawar  
"weak tea",  ( 7 ) p~& mahal, "expensive tea", teh china, 
"Chinese tea", t e h  l ipnan, "L ip ton  tea", a n d  t e h  boh, "Boh 
teaIt .(8) g a n t o n g  t h u s  f i t s  wel l  i n t o  a la rge class o f  
descr ipt ive te rms f o r  tea wh ich  have t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  
noun "tea" fol lowed b y  t h e  desc r i p t i ve  adject ive "hanging"; 

many o the r  terms also belong t o  t h i s  class, such as 9 
kalat,  "excess ive ly -overs t rong tea", "as t r ingent  tea".  

T h e  n o n c e  f o r m a t i o n  teh g a n t o n q  u s e s  t h e  w o r d  
gantong,  "hanging",  in an adject ival cons t ruc t ion  paral le l  t o  
t h e  usage in t h e  te rm hukum gantong,  "legal execut ion b y  
hang ing" .  ( 9  1 T h e  adject ive "hanging" most f r e q u e n t l y  is 
expressed b y  t h e  fo rm begantonq, as i n  ta l i  begantong, " t he  
rope wh ich  i s  h u n g  up, t h e  h u n g  u p  rope", o r  p r a u  beqan- 
tong, " h u n g  u p  boat", a boat wh ich  is  s t randed on  snags i n  
t h e  r i ve r ,  has r u n  aground on a coral reef, o r  has r u n  
aground.  T h r e e  fac tors  probab ly  con t r i bu ted  t o  t h e  nonce 
format ion t a k i n g  t h e  shape o f  teh gan tong  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
possib le a n d  in te l l ig ib le  fo rm teh begantong.  F i rs t ,  teh 
begantong has t h e  semantic impl icat ion o f  tea b e i n g  h u n g  o n  
a gallows. Second, teh gan tong  is  a c r i s p  concise f o r m  
para l le l ing  t h e  o the r  adject ival construct ions.  I t  would b e  
possible, a n d  inte l l ig ib le,  t o  say, t e h  besusu, "mi lky  tea. tea 
w i t h  mi lk  in it", b u t  t h e  sho r te r  f o rm t e h  susu  i s  used 
instead. T h i r d ,  a t  t h e  t ime t h e  nonce format ion occurred,  
Malaysian t e l e v i s i o n ( l 0 )  fea tured a ba r rage  o f  a n t i - d r u g  
warn ings  wh ich  used t h e  tac t ic  o f  fear, s t ress ing  h u k u m  
gantong, "execut ion by hanging", f o r  d r u g  t ra f f i cke rs .  Thus,  
gan tonq  as an adject iva l  fo rm modi fy ing  a noun, i n  t h i s  case 
hukum. had  a high f requency o f  occurrence a t  t h e  t ime 
teabags were i n t roduced  into B rune i  Malay da i l y  l i fe .  I t  i s  
q u i t e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  nonce format ion 
produced was t e h  gantong.  

The re  is  an i n te res t i ng  semantic d i f fe rence between t h e  
B r u n e i  Malay nonce format ion and t h e  term coined b y  t h e  
tea companies. Teh unchanq, "purse /pouch tea", emphasizes 
t h e  wrapper  i n  wh ich  t h e  tea is  s i tuated d u r i n g  b r e w i n g  a n d  
does n o t  h a v e  a n y  semant ic  paral lels among t h e  o the r  
desc r i p t i ve  te rms used f o r  tea. B y  cont ras t  && gantonq,  
"hang ing tea", paral le ls  t eh  daun, "leaf tea", i n  be ing  a 
descr ip t ion  o f  t h e  most v is ib le  aspect o f  t h e  tea wh ich  has 
been placed in a conta iner  t o  b e  brewed.  

So app rop r ia te  was the  nonce format ion t e h  gantonq,  
"teabag, teabag tea", ( 11 ) t h a t  family members, neighbors,  a n d  
o the r  v i l lagers  soon adopted t h e  term, which t h u s  ceased t o  
b e  a nonce format ion a n d  entered t h e  local speech as a 
c o i n e d  f o r m .  Local Chinese shopkeepers soon came t o  
recognize t h e  term, t hough  they  did no t  ac t ive ly  use it i n  



t he i r  own speech. As  o f  September, 1987, t h e  t e r m  teh 
gantonq was be ing  used b y  a g radua l l y  'w iden ing  c i r c l e  o f  
speakers, inc lud ing  some who p i cked  u p  t h e  te rm whi le i n  
Temburong and took it back  t o  Bandar  Ser i  Begawan. B u t  
television and magazines a r e  power fu l  shapers o f  l i ngu i s t i c  
habi t .  It remains t o  be  seen whether  teh.gantonq,  "hang ing 
tea", meaning "teabags", o r  "teabag tea", w i l l  p r o v e  t o  have 
been a f lee t ing  l ingu is t i c  phenomenon, o r  whether it wi l l  
become entrenched in B r u n e i  Malay. 

NOTES 

1. The  issue of Malay languages and  dialects i s  a tang led  
one. Here B r u n e i  Malay i s  t aken  t o  b e  a d i s t i nc t i ve  
l ingu is t i c  e n t i t y  w o r t h y  o f  s t u d y  in i t s  own right, 
regardless o f  what  label one m igh t  choose t o  associate 
w i t h  t h a t  l ingu is t i c  e n t i t y .  T h e  o lder  s t y l e  o r tho -  
g r a p h y  is used in t h e  tex t ,  except  t h a t  al l  spel l ings are 
modif ied t o  re f l ec t  t h e  spoken f o r m  of words.  

2. D u i t  p a c h a h  l i t e r a l l y  means "b roken  coins/moneyH. 
T h i s  t e r m  may  h a v e  o r i g i n a t e d  in t h e  pas t  as a 
reference t o  us ing  f rac t i ons  o f  coins. A l te rnat ive ly ,  it 
may stem f rom t h e  t ime when Chinese "cash" coins 
w e r e  i m p o r t e d  s t i l l  j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  b y  t h e  metal 
r i v u l e t s  t h a t  j o i n e d  t h e m  toge the r  in t h e  o r i g ina l  
cas t ing  mould. 

3 .  Similar ly, jalan simpan tambakau, "conta iner  f o r  s t o r i n g  
tobaccoI1, would b e  a tobacco pouch.  

4. In spoken American Engl ish, "teabag tea" r e f e r s  t o  tea 
brewed w i th  a teabag, b u t  also has t h e  connotat ion o f  
t he . teabag  be ing  s t i l l  in t h e  tea. 

5. American Eng l ish  genera l ly  uses t h e  t e r m  "loose tea" 
r a t h e r  t han  "leaf tea". B o t h  " leaf tea" a n d  more 
especially "loose tea" con t ras t  semantical ly w i t h  " b r i c k  
tea", t he  fo rm in wh ich  tea was t r a d e d  f r o m  China t o  
Asia and p a r t s  o f  Europe f o r  many centur ies .  Indeed, 
loose-leaf tea was n o t  w ide ly  adopted in China i tse l f  
u n t i l  t he  Ming Dynas ty  (Blofe ld,  1985, p .  23) .  

6. B r u n e i  M a l a y s  g e n e r a l l y  p r e f e r  t o  use sweetened 
condensed mi lk  i n  tea ra the r  t han  any o the r  f o rm o f  
mi lk .  Many d r i n k  it on ly  w i th  much suga r .  D r i n k i n g  
tea w i thou t  sugar  i s  considered t o  b e  unpleasant, s ince 
such  tea i s  pait, "b i t te r " .  

7 .  L i t e ra l l y  it means "tasteless tea", o r  " ine f fec t ive  tea". 

8. B o h  a n d  L i p t o n  a re  t h e  two  major b r a n d s  o f  tea, 
t h o u g h  t h e r e  are  also many others, some o f  wh ich  use 
boxes t h a t  closely resemble t h e  L ip ton  box .  

9. L i t e ra l l y  t h i s  means "hang ing legal-punishment".  O t h e r  
f o r m s  in t h e  same p a t t e r n  a re  hukum mati, "death 

p- 

penalty",  a n d  hukum pinjara, "imprisonment", ( l i te ra l l y ,  
" i m p r i s o n i n g  p u n i s h m e n t " ) .  Hukum means, "law, 
judgment, decree, punishment",  and  (Lu ,  1972, p. 361 1 
i s  a t e r m  w h i c h  con t ras ts  w i t h  m, "custom, o r  
c u s t o m a r y  law, t h e  t rad i t iona l  legal system o f  t h e  
populace", as cont ras ted w i t h  laws handed down f r o m  
r o y a l t y  o r  o the r  pol i t ica l  super io rs .  Th i s  d i s t i nc t i on  
has cer ta in  paral le ls  w i t h  the  Engl ish statue law ve rsus  
common law. 

10. Temburong receives two  Malaysian te lev is ion channels, 
and  t h e y  a re  o f ten  watched. 

11. Tea companies would no t  l ike t h e  te rm teh  gan tong  f o r  
"teabags", because o f  i t s  uncomfortable closeness t o  
h u k u m  gantong~,  I1execution b y  hanging".  

I BIBLIOGRAPHY: Bauer, Laur ie.  1983. Enq l ish  Word- 
Formation, Cambr idge Un ive rs i t y  Press, Cambridge. Blofeld, 

1 John. 1985. T h e  Chinese A r t  o f  Tea, Shambhala, Boston.  
1 C rys ta l ,  Dav id .  1980. A F i r s t  D ic t ionary  of L inqu is t ics  

! Phonetics, A n d r e  Deutsch, London. 



PRELIMINARY NOTES ON THE O T  DANUM OF THE MELAWI 

Pascal Couderc  
EHESS Par is  

Here is a b r i e f  account  o f  a t r i p  t o  two  O t  Danum- 
populated d i s t r i c t s  o f  West Kalimantan between A u g u s t  a n d  
October 1987. In p lann ing  f o r  f u t u r e  f ie ld-work,  I i n tended  
t o  make a pre l im inary  s u r v e y  o f  as many O t  Danum (or ,  
more correct ly ,  'Utdanum) v i l lages as possib le in t h e  u p p e r  
Melawi and i t s  t r i bu ta r i es :  Serawai, Lekawai, Ambalau and  
Gilang. ( 1 )  I n  sp i te  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  long dry season, mak ing 
r i v e r  navigat ion a t r y i n g  enterpr ise ,  I was able t o  v i s i t  a t  
least b r i e f l y  al l  o f  t h e  Dohoi vil lages, w i t h  t h e  except ion o f  
Perangis in t h e  u p p e r  Tonduk,  an  a f f l uen t  o f  t h e  Lekawai. 
T h e  Doho i  a r e  o n e  of t h e  f o u r  t r a d i t i o n a l  O t  Danum 
subgroups ident i f ied  b y  Ave'(1972 p .  193). and t h e  on l y  one 
present  a t  t h e  moment in West Kalimantan. T h e y  f o r m  t h e  
most important  a n d  compact g r o u p  o f  t h e  u p p e r  Melawi, 
to ta l l ing  36 v i l lages in Nanga Ambalau D i s t r i c t  a n d  19 in 
Nanga Serawai D i s t r i c t .  In t h e  Serawai, t h e y  a re  f r e q u e n t l y  
in terspersed among a n d  i n t e r m a r r y  w i t h  t h e  Melahui a n d  t h e  
Sehiai. These l a t t e r  groups.  a l t hough  d i s t i n c t  ent i t ies, can 
be considered p a r t s  of t h e  O t  Danum family; it was not  
in f requent  t o  hear Melahui and  Sehiai in fo rmants  r e f e r r i n g  
t o  themselves as O t  Danum, and  t h e y  always s t ressed t h e i r  
sha r ing  o f  t h e  same e. T h e  te rm O t  Danum i s  becoming 
more and  more ind ica t ive  o f  a cu l t u ra l  a n d  regional  ident i ty ,  
shared b y  al l  g r o u p s  o f  b o t h  d i s t r i c t s  except  t h e  Melayu and  
t h e  Mentebah: T h e  Mentebah are  located in t h e  uppermost  
reaches o f  t h e  Melawi, in an  isolated area s t i l l  bea r ing  t h e  
vest iges of an ancient  O t  Danum occupation. no tab ly  bone 
repositor ies. ( T h e  Mentebah d o  n o t  p rac t ice  exhumat ion but 
place bodies def in i te ly  in ra i sed  tombs named t impah) .  

The  choice o f  t h e  O t  Danum f o r  f i e l d  e n q u i r y  stems 
f i r s t  f r o m  e thnograph ic  needs: apa r t  f r o m  some ea r l y  
e f fo r ts  b y  Du tch  and German authors  deal ing main ly w i t h  
t he  O t  Danum o f  cent ra l  Kalimantan, v e r y  l i t t l e  wo rk  has 
been under taken on  t h i s  impor tan t  g roup,  especial ly i t s  
western branch, and  s t i l l  less pub l ished.  O n l y  t w o  p r o -  
fessional e thnographers  have been in t h e  f ie ld :  J. Ave' in 

t h e  ear ly  60s (see AV: 1972 1 and. more recent ly ,  B .  Sellato, 
who su rveyed  a large p a r t  of t h e  Melawi area (see Sel lato 
1986). 

I One pecu l i a r i t y  o f  t h e  O t  Danum which con t r i bu tes  t o  

i)  t h e i r  i n te res t  f o r  Bornean e thnographers  i s  t h e i r  complex of 
f u n e r a r y  r i t e s ,  which inc ludes exhumation a n d  opt iona l  
cremation of b u r i e d  remains. Another  issue concerns t h e i r  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  now t r a d i t i o n a l  d i s t i nc t i on  
between s t ra t i f i ed  and non-s t ra t i f ied  societies. wh ich  so f a r  
has been an unset t led  mat te r  (see Ave', King, OeWit 1983, p. 
16) .  A s  f a r  as I can ascerta in a f t e r  a three-months stay, 
t h e  O t  Danum o f  t h e  Melawi area a re  unaware o f  a n y  idea 
o f  he red i ta ry  st rata,  e i ther  f o r  t h e  present  o r  t h e  pas t .  In 
fac t  t h e y  were probab ly  l i ke  many "egal i tar ian" o r  non-  
s t ra t i f i ed  societies i n  Borneo, possessing slaves ( j i h p o n  1 a n d  
h a v i n g  v i l lage leaders (ohkon )  who were apparent ly  en t i t l ed  
t o  symbolic p rerogat ives  in r i tua ls .  O the r  t i t l es  connected 
w i t h  pol i t ica l  f unc t i ons  a t  a supralocal level l i k e  Raden, 
Manku, Pah'ti, Nah'ta, Pangeran, o r  praise-names l i ke  S inqa --- 
o r  Macan were o f  Malay o r i g in .  

Social status, here  as i n  any  non-s t ra t i f ied  society, i s  
closely re la ted  t o  wealth, and  especial ly t o  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  
sponsor expens ive  secondary death  feasts (+' 1, ( 2  1 f o r  
wh ich  buf fa loes - now e x t i n c t  in t h i s  reg ion  - used t o  b e  
sacr i f iced.  As  a matter  o f  fact,  no t  al l  v i l lages possess 
ossuaries re la ted  w i t h  dalo'  feasts, due t o  t h e  absence o f  
t ah to  ( r i c h )  people, w h o m  have once heard  r e f e r r e d  t o  as 
bangsawan, a t e r m  p r o b a b l y  bo r rowed  f rom t h e  Indonesian 
language. ( 3  ) 

Succession t o  t h e  o f f i ce  o f  v i l lage headman (kepa la  
desa) m igh t  fo l low t h e  same logic a l ready not iced f o r  l b a n  
and  B idayuh  societies, where t h e  suppor t  t h a t  a candidate 
receives depends o n  t h e  number o f  h i s  k insh ip  t i es  w i t h i n  
t h e  vi l lage. F o r  instance. Nanga Rian, a v i l lage in t h e  
m i d d l e  Serawai conta in ing  32 households. appears t o  b e  I d i v i d e d  i n to  t w o  broad, spat ia l ly  apparent  k i nsh ip  ne tworks ,  

1 p lus  one isolated family, t h e  kepala desa be long ing t o  t h e  
more numerous. 

T h e  emergence  o f  a regional  i den t i t y  was t o  find 
expression in t h e  adat conference wh ich  began in Nanga 
Serawai o n  t h e  20th o f  A u g u s t  and  ended on t h e  24th w i t h  



an address by t h e  bupa t i  ( r e g e n t )  o f  Sintang.  It invo lved 
I o f f i c i a l l y  b o t h  kecamatan ( d i s t r i c t s )  Nanga Serawai and  

Nanga Ambalau, b u t  owing t o  t h e i r  remoteness a n d  t h e  low 
tides, and p robab ly  t o  o t h e r  reasons o f  a pol i t ica l  nature, 
par t ic ipants f rom kecamatan Nanga Ambalau were v e r y  few. 
One o f  them, t h e  headman o f  t h e  v i l lage Menanta' ( i n  t h e  
Jengonoi), a rgued t h a t  h e  was the re  as a mere "penonton 
dan pendengar" ( i .e. spectator  and  l istener, proceedings were 
held i n  Indonesian 1, and  accepted o n l y  re luc tan t l y  t o  be  a 
member o f  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  (p impinan 
musyawarah 1 ,  which  consisted o f  one spokesman (ke tua) ,  
f ou r  assistants (wak i l  ke tua )  and  f i v e  secretaries. Sometime 
before, all t h e  temanqqung (- ch ie f s )  o f  t h e  Serawai 
d i s t r i c t  had gathered i n  Nanga Serawai in o r d e r  t o  prepare  
a wr i t t en  document. Each a r t i c l e  o f  t h i s  p re l im inary  e- 
code was to  b e  pub l i c l y  d iscussed a n d  p u t  t o  o ra l  vote 
d u r i n g  the  conference, wh ich  numbered about  150 pa r t i c i -  
pants, inc lud ing  t h e  temanggung, v i l lage leaders a n d  t h e i r  
assistants, and o the r  notables. A p a r t  f r om one Melahui 
woman all par t i c ipants  were men, representa t ive  o f  e v e r y  
g roup  o f  t h e  Serawai d i s t r i c t :  Kubin, Limbai, Melahui, 
Sehiai, Serawai, Dohoi, and  even Melayu. T h e  meet ing was 
held under  t h e  general  superv is ion  o f  t h e  camat o f  Serawai 
and other  O t  Danum of f icers sent  b y  t h e  kabupaten Sintang, 
and they  exer ted  a real  in f luence on t h e  debates. T h i s  
musyawarah adat can be  considered an at tempt t o  cod i f y  and 
standardize adat-law f o r  t h e  u p p e r  Melawi area. A similar 
undertaking, t o  wh ich  f r e q u e n t  re ference was made, had  
already taken place in Nanga Pinoh ( lower  Melawi) in 1968, 
a n d  i n v o l v e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g r o u p s :  Keninjal, Linoh, 
Sekubang, Sandai, Pangin, Batu, Keluas, Meligai a n d  Melayu 
(Lontaan 1975 p .  3 7 8 ) .  In t h e  Pinoh area, adat f i nes  are  
e x p r e s s e d  in r e a l  promas, 1 be ing  ( a t  t h a t  t ime) 
equivalent t o  1 g ram o f  gold, whi le in t h e  u p p e r  Melawi 
only t he  Melayu make use o f  it. The  system adopted b y  t h e  
conference i s  t h e  O t  Danum one, express ing  adat f ines  i n  

("man") o r  j ihpon ( "s lave" ) .  T h e  equivalence o f  1 
u lunl j ihpon,  wh ich  t rad i t i ona l l y  cor responds t o  100 g a n t a n g  
padi, was f i x e d  a f t e r  much discussion a t  50,000 Rup iah and  2 
112 g r a m s  o f  g o l d .  Each breach o f  t h e  --law was 
carefu l ly  detai led a n d  a f i n e  at tached t o  it. I have in my 
possession t h e  pre l im inary  document o f  t h e  conference, 
which wi l l  be pub l ished in book fo rm fo l lowing debate and 
correct ion b y  conference part ic ipants,  and  a reco rd ing  o f  

about  15 hou rs  o f  t h e  proceedings, which I  hope t o  make 
use o f  soon. 

I  p lan t o  do  ex tens ive  f ie ld -work  i n  Dohoi c o u n t r y  a t  
t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  year and s t u d y  f u n e r a r y  r i t ua l s  in connec- 
t i on  w i t h  o the r  l i fe -c r is is  r i t ua l s .  Inso far  as t h e  comparison 
w i t h  Ngaju i s  val id, t h i s  should be t h e  most f e r t i l e  f i e l d  f o r  
examininq social values and  o rde r .  Ave' (1972, p .  194) 
ment ions- the existence o f  t h e  @' feast  and i t s  resemb- 
lance w i t h  t h e  t iwah of t h e  Ngaju, bu t ,  according t o  him. 
b o n e s  are  n o t  removed any  more. A l though I cou ldn ' t  
o b s e r v e  it m y s e l f ,  t h e r e  i s  evidence tha t  a t  least one 
genu ine was performed i n  t h e  upper  Melawi reg ion  in 
1987, v i z .  in Nanqa Riyoi  (midd le  Lekawai ) .  B u t  indeed 
secondary t reatment i s  becoming a r a r e  event; most o f  t h e  
time, especial ly f o r  Ch r i s t i an  converts,  tombs a re  s imply 
cemented o r  covered w i t h  a roo f  bear ing  ornaments t yp i ca l  
o f  ossuaries, l i ke  t h e  ho rnb i l l  ( t i n g a n g )  and t h e  watersnake 
( n a h k a ) .  D u r i n g  my s tay  I at tended one bur ia l ,  fo l lowed b y  
a nosanq ceremony, and t w o  nyo la t .  Nyolat  i s  a feast  wh ich  
takes place 3, 7 o r  14 days  a f te r  t h e  death and  whose main 
func t i on  i s  t o  p u t  an end  t o  mourn ing  res t r i c t ions  (ngopa l i ' ) .  
Fo r  those no t  i n tend ing  t o  celebrate a w', it acts also as 
a terminal  feast .  

T h e  u p p e r  Gilang and  Lekawai may const i tu te  sui table 
f ie ld -work  areas as Chr i s t i an  proselyt ism has no t  y e t  been 
v e r y  ac t ive  there,  whi le t h e  Jengonoi ( a  right t r i b u t a r y  o f  
t h e  Ambalau) su re l y  possesses t h e  most abundant  f u n e r a r y  
edi f ices.  These edif ices fa l l  i n to  f o u r  categories, viz . t o ras  
( o r  te ras) ,  sepunduk (temadul f o r  Melahui),  sekalan ( o r  
sengkalan) ,  sandung  o r  ked i l ing .  Toras are b a r e  poles o f  
var iab le  height ,  which a re  ra ised f o r  each p i g  sacr i f i ce  a t  
e v e r y  f u n e r a r y  r i t ua l .  Apparen t l y  t h e y  are d i s t i ngu i shed  as 
male o r  female. I t  i s  said t h a t  t h e  toras is  used b y  t h e  
dead soul as a ladder o r  vau l t i ng  pole t o  reach an  isolated 
place in heaven. A l l  o the r  edifices are  associated w i t h  el 
only .  Sepunduk are sacr i f ic ia l  poles t o  which cows t o  b e  
s laughtered a re  t ied .  T h e y  are  anthropomorphic i n  shape, 
b u t  it is  n o t  clear whether t hey  represent  t h e  dead f o r  
whom t h e  feast  i s  celebrated, unless one cow i s  sacr i f i ced 
f o r  each deceased whose remains are  exhumed in t h e  w'. 
I t  c o u l d  b e  t h a t  p a t u n g  effigies o f  t he  deceased have 
merged i n to  t h e  sepunduk,  whose human f i gu ra t i on  may b e  
t h a t  o f  t h e  s lave or ig ina l ly  k i l l ed  instead of a cow. Indeec' 



t h e  so-called sepunduk  a re  of two  t ypes :  on  one hand, 
complete anthropomorphic statues rep resen t i ng  e i t he r  a man, 
a woman o r  a c h i l d  and, o n  t h e  o t h e r  hand, high poles 
resembling b i g  toras, on l y  t h e  t o p  o f  wh ich  represents  a 
human head. Sekalan used t o  be  ra ised on ly  if a buf fa lo 
was sacr i f iced.  Acco rd ing  t o  Scharer  ( 1963, p .  23, see also 
f i g .  1, p .  24). speak ing  o f  t h e  v e r y  s imi lar  sanqqaran o f  t h e  
Ngaju, t h i s  t y p e  o f  pole rep resen ts  t h e  t r e e  o f  l i f e  o f  t h e  
creation myth. wh ich  symbolizes t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  Under -  
wor ld  ( f i g u r e d  by a j a r  t r ansp ie rced  by t h e  pole and  a 
watersnake whose head almost i nva r i ab l y  t u r n s  upstream) 
and t h e  Upperwor ld  ( f i g u r e d  b y  a ho rnb i l l  and  a fanshaped 
s t ruc tu re  formed o f  several  kr isses,  spears, and swords, in 
alternate o r d e r  a n d  po in t i ng  t o  t h e  s k y ) .  Similar poles, 
named sanqkai pu lang,  appear fastened u n d e r  t h e  roo f  o f  
many houses, in re la t ion  w i t h  t h e  nyangka i  feast, a n d  are  
also associated w i t h  ce r ta in  r i t u a l s  o f  t h e  aq r i cu l t u ra l  cycle. 
Sandung, o r  ked i l ing ,  are ossuaries i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  l i t t l e  
houses ra ised on e i ther  one, two  o r  f o u r  posts ( k e d i l i n g  
proper,  o r  sandunq  b a l a i ) .  Most o f  t h e  t ime t h e y  s tand 
close t o  t h e  houses. f ac ing  t h e  r i v e r  a n d  paral le l  t o  it, 
sur rounded by toras, sepunduk  and  sekalan. Single-post  
s a n d u n q  occur v e r y  r a r e l y  a n d  are  p robab ly  i nd i v idua l  
sepulchres, whi le t h e  two o t h e r  t ypes  a r e  collective, e i ther  
at t he  vi l lage level o r  i n  re la t ion  w i t h  k i n s h i p  g roup ings  
similar t o  t h e  "tambak g roups "  o f  t h e  Paju Epat  Ma'anyan 
(Hudson 1966, p .  3531. Once exhumed, t h e  bones, o r  
fragments o f  each s o r t  o f  bone, a re  cleaned, r u b b e d  w i t h  
f r a g r a n t  oil, wrapped in a cloth, a n d  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  
sandung, o r  burned.  a n d  t h e  ashes b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  sandunq.  
Th is  t rans fe r  ( n y a n d u n q )  happens on  t h e  last  day  o f  t h e  
dalo', which is  per fo rmed f r o m  several months t o  several 
years a f te r  p r i m a r y  bur ia l ,  I f ,  however, t h e  fami ly  i s  
wealthy enough t o  face a t  once t h e  considerable expenses it 
requires, n y a n d u n q  may immediately fol low t h e  death.  In 
th i s  case. t h e  corpse i s  cremated w i thou t  p r i m a r y  bu r ia l .  
F i n a l l y ,  l e t ' s  mention an a l t e rna t i ve  mode o f  secondary 
sepu lch re ,  l ess  e x p e n s i v e  and  less prest ig ious,  named 
nohpeng: bones o r  ashes are  placed in l i t t l e  cavi t ies made - 

i n  the  toras o r  t h e  sekalan. 

NOTES 

1. See maps a n d  s ta t is t i cs  in Sellato (1986). 

2. A l l  1 appear ing in O t  Danum terms are t ransc r i p t i ons  
o f  what  i s  ident i f ied  as a voiced palatal la te ra l  f l a p  
a n d  noted b y  Hudson (1967, p.  681, a n d  usua l ly  
t r a n s c r i b e d  b y  c. i s  used here  because t h e  phoneme 
/ I /  seems v e r y  r a r e  if n o t  absent in West Kal imantan 
Dohoi . 

3 .  1 mention t h i s  on ly  because, i n  t h e  t rad i t iona l  s t r a t i f i -  
cat ion system o f  t h e  Malanyan, banqsawan designates 
t h e  noble class (Hudson  1966, p.  352). 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: J .  Ave.  1972. "Ot  Danum Davaks", in 
Ethn ic  Groups of l nsu lar  Southeast Asia, F. LeBar ($dB 1, New 
Hayen:  Human Relations Area Fi les Press, pp .  192-194. J .  
AV&, V. King, J. DeWit. 1983. West Kalimantan, A B ib l io -  
g raphy ,  Do rd rech t :  Fo r i s  ( K I T L V  Bib l iographical  Ser ies 131. 
A. B. Hudson, 1966. "Death Ceremonies o f  t h e  Paju Epat  
Ma'anyan Dayaks". Sarawak Journal, 13, pp. 341 -41 1. 

. 1967. The  Bar i t o  lsolects of Borneo, 
Ithaca, New Y o r k :  Cornel l  Un i ve rs i t y .  J .  U .  Lontaan.  
1975. Sejarah-Hukum Ada t  Dan Adat  ls t iadat  Kal imantan 
Barat,  Pontianak: Pemda T i n q k a t  I KalBar. H. Schs'rer. 
1963( 1946). Nga ju  Rel iqion : The Conception o f  God Among 

I 

I a South  Borneo People, Trans la ted  by Rodney Needham, T h e  
I -- 

Haque: Mar t i nus  N i iho f f .  €3. Sellato. 1986. " A n  E thn i c  
I s k e t c h  o f  t h e  Melawi k rea ,  West Kalimantan", m, 18: l ( 4 6 -  
I 58 ) .  
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covered b y  t h e  Museum payment. A f inancial summary is  
p rov ided  i n  Annex A .  

T h i s  r e p o r t  detai ls t h e  successfu l  implementation o f  t h e  
I 

p l a n  p r e s e n t e d  in an  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  Wenner-Gren 1 
Foundation in November, 1986. T h e  task  p lanned was t h e  I 

deposit  i n  Sabah, Malaysia ( f o r m e r l y  B r i t i s h  N o r t h  Borneo) 

I 
o f  m a t e r i a l s  c o l l e c t e d  t h e r e  d u r i n g  a n  anthropological  
research per iod  in 1954-55 a n d  la ter  b r i e f  res idence in 1962 1 

as Peace C o r p s  D i r e c t o r .  T h e  materials, label led a n d  
care fu l l y  preserved,  inc luded journals, f i e l d  notes. o r i g ina l  
and microf i lmed documents, kodachrome slides, b lack  and  
whi te negat ives lpr in ts ,  tape reco rd ings  and a la rge collec- 
t ion  of ar t i facts.  al l  representa t ive  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  M u r u t  

In t h e  Museum an o f f i ce  and  staff assistance were  
p r o v i d e d  t o  enable t h e  w r i t e r  t o  assemble a d r a f t  summary 
k e y  t o  t h e  journals. f i e l d  notes and  photographs based o n  
t h e  calendr ical  f i e l d  w o r k  days in 1954-55. Tw ice  during 

I t h e  p e r i o d  o f  r e s i d e n c y  s ta f f  p e o p l e  accompanied t h e  
I anthropologists on  motor t r i p s  t o  t h e  M u r u t  c o u n t r y  in t h e  
1 i n te r i o r .  

t r i be .  

I T h e  plan proposed t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  would pack and sh ip  
t h e  materials t o  t h e  new Sabah State Museum and  A r c h i v e  
in Kota Kinabalu, would t r a v e l  t h e r e  f o r  a pe r i od  o f  res i -  
dence in t h e  Museum, ass is t ing  i t s  s t a f f  in t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  
data and  ar t i facts.  and wou ld  v i s i t  f o rmer  research areas in 
the  State. S u p p o r t  was t o  b e  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  Wenner-Gren 
F o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e  Sabah  Museum a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  Sabah 
M in i s t r y  of Cu l tu re ,  Youth, and  Sports,  and b y  personal 
funds.  The w r i t e r ' s  wife, D r .  Mary  Elmendorf,  o f f e red  t o  
assist as a vo lun teer .  

With t h e  Wenner-Gren happ i l y  in hand  t h e  w r i t e r  a n d  
h i s  w i f e  a r r i v e d  in  Kota Kinabalu on  4 J u l y  1987 and  
depar ted  on  2 August .  As  promised t h e  Museum p rov ided  a 
comfortable apartment  and  al l  necessary l and  t ranspor ta t ion ,  
reimbursement f o r  sh ipp ing  expenses f o r  t h e  materials a n d  
ult imately t h e  sum of  US8551.51 as p e r  diem payment f o r  
t he  t h i r t y - d a y  pe r iod  o f  res idence in Sabah. T h e  Wenner- 
Gren funds were used f o r  t r ave l  f r o m  Washington t o  Kota 
Kinabalu and r e t u r n ,  one a i r  t r i p  w i th in  Sabah t o  Sandakan 
on t he  East Coast, and fo r  p a r t  of t h e  l i v i n g  expenses not  

While in Sabah D r .  Elmendorf was asked b y  t h e  WHO 
Regional Off ice i n  Delhi t o  work  t h e r e  and in Nepal f o r  a 
s h o r t  period, and  i n  ea r l y  Augus t  t h e  w r i t e r  accompanied 
h e r  t h e r e  f r o m  Singapore and r e t u r n e d  as h e r  vo lun teer  
assistant, w i thou t  expense to  t h e  Wenner-Gren Grant ,  but 
d e l a y i n g  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  U.S. until near  t h e  e n d  o f  
Augus t .  

T h e  success of  t h e  pro jec t  can b e  asserted f i r s t l y  o n  
i t s  t imely completion as planned; t h e  complete col lect ion is  
now sat is fac tor i l y  deposi ted i n  t h e  Museum a n d  A r c h i v e  in 
Kota Kinabalu, numbered, labelled, photographed a n d  stored.  
A t  t h i s  w r i t i n g  t h e r e  i s  as y e t  n o  word  o n  p lans  f o r  
d isp lays  o r  o the r  uses b u t  it would appear t h a t  these can be  
expected f o r  t h e  Museum administrat ion, in sp i t e  o f  some 
s ta f f  weaknesses. appears to  b e  q u i t e  respons ive  t o  local 
and  v i s i t i n g  professional  research needs and  t o  o t h e r  local 
pub l i c  in terests,  i nc lud ing  those o f  members o f  t h e  M u r u t  
t r i be .  

I n  add i t ion  t o  much contact w i th  t h e  Museum staf f  t h e  
occasion o f  t h e  v i s i t  b y  two American anthropo log is ts  was 
used b y  a number  o f  o t h e r  local research a n d  development 
agencies t o  st imulate s ta f f  in te res t  i n  t h e  ideas p r o v i d e d  b y  
a ser ies o f  formal  a n d  informal  meetings i n  Kota K inaba lu  
a n d  w i t h  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  s t a f f  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Fo res t  
Department  in Sandakan. In Kota Kinabalu t h e  w r i t e r  gave  
a formal  p resenta t ion  t o  t h e  Sabah Society a n d  met w i t h  t h e  
State Min is te r  sponsor ing  h i s  work .  He and  D r .  Elmendorf  
also met t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  s ta f f s  o f  t h e  Sabah I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
Development S tud ies  (whose Director, D r .  R i cha rd  Gunt ing,  a 
M u r u t  tr ibesman, has h i s  degree in A g r i c u l t u r a l  Economics 
f rom t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Tennessee), t h e  M u r u t  language s ta f f  
o f  t h e  l n s t i t u t  L ingu i s t i k  S IL  Malaysia and a number o f  



senior of f ic ia ls  i n  t h e  Sabah Foundat ion ( t h e  p r imary  State 
development organizat ion 1 .  From these experiences t h e  
conclusion i s  inescapable t h a t  in con t ras t  t o  some per iods  
earl ier many leaders in Sabah a re  now in teres ted in t h e  
cont r ibu t ions  t h a t  basic anthropological  research can p r o v i d e  
i n  t he i r  State and  are  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in te res ted in how such  
research can be  appl ied t o  some o f  t h e i r  p ress ing  social 
problems. The  Sabah Museum appears t o  welcome oppor tu -  
ni t ies to  cooperate w i t h  v i s i t i n g  anthropologists.  Annex B 
provides more informat ion on  meetings w i t h  s ta f fs  o f  local 
organizat ions and  w i t h  t h e  press .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e y  did n o t  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
in tensive s t u d y  t h e  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  1954-55 research areas in 
the  i n te r i o r  o f  Sabah p rov ided  hear t -warming reun ions  w i t h  
Muru t  ind iv idua ls  and families much descr ibed in t h e  ear l ie r  
research. They and  t h e i r  now-grown ch i l d ren  and g r a n d -  
ch i ld ren appeared impressed b y  t h e  fac t  t h a t  t h e  ear l ie r  
photographs and o ther  data were now near a t  hand, t h e r e  i n  
Sabah. One o f  these visi ts, t o  Malaing in t h e  deep in ter io r .  
was intensively recorded in photographs a n d  videotape by 
Museum s ta f f  members, who h a d  t h e i r  f i r s t  i n t roduc t i on  t o  
t h e  record ing  o f  e thnograph ic  genealogies. Photographs 
f rom t h i s  excurs ion  are  p r o v i d e d  in Annex C. 

While t he  pro jec t  as a whole was designed t o  p rov ide  a 
measure o f  c losure t o  a major aspect o f  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  career 
i t  i s  possible t h a t  such is  n o t  t o  b e  t h e  case. D u r i n g  t h e  
period of res idency i n  t h e  Museum it became qu i te  clear 
t h a t  s t a f f  members in t h e  e thnograph ic  sect ion had  n o  
t ra in ing  in the  subject.  t h a t  such  t r a i n i n g  was no t  avai lable 
in Sabah and no t  easi ly obta inable elsewhere in Malaysia. 
A f te r  one sho r t  pe r i od  o f  meet ing s ta f f  o n  t h e  topic. o n  t h e  
day before  depar tu re  t h e  D i rec tor  suggested t h a t  if t h e  
wr i te r  could r e t u r n  t o  p rov ide  a course on  e thnography and  
general anthropology f o r  h i s  s ta f f  he would o f fe r  t h e  same 
suppor t  t h a t  had jus t  been p rov ided .  T h e  o f f e r  i s  tempt ing  
and the  wr i t e r  and h i s  wi fe would vo lun teer  again if it were 
to be adequately p lanned and suppor ted .  

A manuscr ipt  cover ing  t h e  formal presentat ion t o  t h e  
Sabah Society on  21 Ju l y  en t i t l ed  "60 Years o f  Change in 
N o r t h w e s t  B o r n e o "  i s  now in  d r a f t  f o r m  a n d  w i l l  b e  
submitted f o r  publ icat ion i n  t h e  Sabah Journal  d u r i n g  t h i s  
year. I n  Ap r i l  of 1988 the  w r i t e r  and Mary  Elmendorf wi l l  

also present  a paper en t i t l ed  "An Anthropo log is t  in a Borneo 
Museum" a t  t h e  Annua l  Meet ing o f  t h e  Society f o r  App l i ed  
Anthropo logy  in Tampa. Copies o f  these papers w i l l  b e  sent  
t o  t h e  Foundation. 

I 
B O R N E O  N E W S  

Reqional News 

T h e  I. U . C. N . has p repa red  a candidate l i s t  o f  s i tes  f o r  
t h e  proposed Plant  Si tes Red Data Book. T h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  a 

I 
few gaps l e f t  i nc lud ing  perhaps one o r  two  sites f r o m  Java. 
Space i s  h e r e  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  too s h o r t  t o  descr ibe  t h e  
pro jects f u l l y ,  t o  g i v e  t h e  c r i t e r i a  whereby t h e  s i tes have 
been selected, a n d  t o  enumerate t h e  problem where  t h e  
I.U.C.N. would l i k e  t o  receive help. In o r d e r  t o  i n v i t e  
comments  f r o m  as  w i d e  a const i tuency  as possib le t h e  1 f o l l o w i n g  t o o  b r i e f  summary f o r  t h e  Malesian area a n d  
Tha i land i s  here  g i ven .  F o r  more information, also o n  o the r  I SE. A s i a n  area, please w r i t e  t o  Mr .  S. DAVIS, Senior  

I Research Of f i cer  (As ian  a n d  Pacif ic),  T h e  Herbarium, Royal 
I Botanic Gardens, Kew TW9 3AE, Un i ted  Kingdom. 

Borneo 

B a k o  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  ( S a r a w a k l  : Un ique assemblage o f  
species, many endemics on sandstone d e r i v e d  soi ls: 
beach, peat swamp, lowland and hill d ipterocarp,  a n d  

I heal th ( kerangas 1 f o r e s t s ) .  
I 
I 

G. Mulu  National Pa rk  (Sa rawak ) :  Except  f o r  volcanic soils 
examples o f  a l l  major d r y - l a n d  vegetat ion t y p e s  o f  t h e  
coun t r y ,  ex tens ive  limestone and heath fo res t .  Ove r  
2500, inc l .  o v e r  100 palms, have been ident i f ied .  T h e  
Pan-Sarawak H ighway i s  be ing  const ruc ted t h r o u g h  t h e  

I NW. o f  t h e  Pa rk  i nev i t ab l y  causing increas ing  human 
inf luence.  



Kinabalu Park (Sabah) :  T h i s  h ighes t  mountain o f  Malesia 
outs ide New Guinea i s  famous f o r  i t s  ex t ra -o rd ina rv  
wealth: ca. 4,500 vascular  species a r e  known. but t h e  
area is  unde r  heavy  a t tack  b y  s h i f t i n g  cul t ivat ion,  
logging, mining, and  misgu ided t o u r i s t  developments. 

Kutai ( Indonesia) : A l a rge  po r t i on  o f  t h e  Eastern p a r t  was 
d e s t r o y e d  by t h e  f i r e s  o f  1982. T h e  remainder 
represents t h e  bes t  example o f  t h e  E. Borneo mixed 
d ip terocarp  fo res t  type.  T h e r e  i s  a r i c h  assemblage o f  
t r e e  species,  m a n y  economic  o r  w i l d  re la t ives  o f  
cu l t i va ted  taxa.  Ser iously th reatened b y  logg ing  and 
s h i f t i n g  cu l t i va t ion .  

Lambir Hi l ls  National Park  (Sa rawak ) :  6952 ha, u p  t o  465 m 
a l t . ,  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  s o i l s  c a u s i n g  a mosaic o f  
d ip terocarp  and  kerangas fo res ts  w i t h  a r i c h  assembl- 
age o f  species. 

p a r t  o f  t h e  sc ien t i f i c  p rogram.  Fol lowing t h e  symposium a 
one- o r  two-day F lora  Malesiana workshop w i l l  b e  he ld  in 
t h e  R i jksherbar ium f o r  c u r r e n t  o r  p rospect ive  c o n t r i b u t o r s  
t o  t h e  Flora.  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  symposium is  speci f ica l ly  centered o n  
Flora Malesiana, al l  bo tan is ts  w i th  an in te res t  in t rop i ca l  
f lo ras  are  i n v i t e d  t o  at tend.  Confrontat ion w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  

I 
a p p r o a c h e s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  major  f l o r a  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  b e  
s t imu la t ing  a n d  valuable. A t  t h i s  stage y o u r  suggest ions a n d  

I p re l im inary  p lans  whether  o r  no t  t o  a t tend  and  c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  t h e  program a re  i nv i t ed .  Please address i nqu i r i es  t o :  P. 
Baas, Ri jksherbar ium, P.O. Box 9514, 2300 RA Leiden, T h e  

I , Nether lands.  

I Borneo News 

Northeast Borneo ul t ramaphic f l o r a  (Eastern  Sabah 1 : A s i te  1 Mangi fera Project .  T h i s  p ro jec t  t o  col lect as many 
around Mt.  Milam may be  a candidate.  About  1000 m races and species o f  mangos is  f inanced b y  I .  B .  P.  G. R . , Rome, 
high w i t h  lowland. hill, a n d  submontane forest ,  r i c h  in 1 and  t h e  W.W.F. o f  Swi tzer land and  t h e  Malay Peninsula. '  
endemics due to  t h e  soi l .  M r .  J.-M. BOMPARD (MPU) is  exp lo r i ng  t h e  f i e l d  i n  East, 

a n d  later  West Kalimantan. and i f  su f f i c ien t  f u n d s  can b e  
F l o r a  Males iana - A n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Symposium: F lora  - 

Malesiana is  one o f  t h e  maior t roa ica l  f l o ra  aro iects . , 
of  t h e  wor ld.  I t  was i ns t i gs ted  b i  t h e  late Professor 
V a n  Steen is ,  w h o  was  n o t  o n l y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in 
shaping t h e  Flora Malesiana organizat ion i n  1948, b u t  
who also d i rec ted  in te rnat iona l  cooperation, ed i ted  t h e  
F l o r a  volumes,  a n d  a c t i v e l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  g e n e r a l  
chapters and fami ly  rev is ions  u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1986. 

From August  20 t h r o u g h  25. 1989, an in te rnat iona l  
symposium wil l  b e  organized b y  t h e  R i jksherbar ium in Leiden 
repo r t i ng  on  p rog ress  in t h e  F lora  Malesiana project,  a n d  
consider ing fundamental problems al l  wo rke rs  on  t rop ica l  
f lo ra  pro jects are faced w i t h  in t h e i r  day  t o  day  work .  
Special a t ten t ion  w i l l  b e  devoted t o  those d i ve rse  aspects 
which had Professor Van Steenis'  special in te res t :  taxo-  
nomic delimitation, b iogeography o f  Malesia, mountain f loras. 
d i spe rsa l ,  n a t u r e  conservat ion ,  a n d  con t r i bu t i ons  f r o m  
morphology, anatomy and  photochemistry t o  classif icat ion. 
P r o g r e s s  r e p o r t s  o n  i n d i v i d u a l  families, some o f  them 
approached i n  a mul t id isc ip l inary  way w i l l  f o r m  an  essential  

obtained, also in Sumatra and t h e  Malay Peninsula. D r .  
A.  G. J. H .  KOSTERMANS ( BO) .  t h e  leader o f  t h e  pro ject ,  n e x t  
t o  moral s u p p o r t  wi l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  necessary knowhow o f  
l i t e ra tu re  a n d  herbar ium research. For  t h i s  he  has v i s i t ed  
var ious  i ns t i t u tes  i n  Europe and Asia d u r i n g  t h e  pas t  few 
years. O t h e r  col laborators i n  Sabah are  Mr .  A.  LAMB 
(Tenom A g r i c u l t u r e  Sta t ion) ,  Mr .  W. WONG ( U l u  Dusun  
Hor t i cu l t u ra l  Stat ion 1, and  Ms. L. ABAN-PI ERCE ( A g r i c u l t u r e  
Un ivers i ty .  K u c h i n g ) .  In t h i s  state the re  are  a t  least  25 

I 
I 

species, 10 more than  so f a r  known, and several undescr i -  
bed.  I t  i s  obvious t h a t  due to  t h e  extensive logg ing  these 
species even t h o u g h  t h e y  have such del icious f r u i t s  a re  

I r ap id l y  becoming ex t i nc t .  A good collection is  be ing  b u i l t  
u p  a t  t h e  U lu  Dusun Stat ion.  

Much remains t o  be  done. e .g .  a s tudy  of t h e  Moluccan 

i species a l ready descr ibed b y  Rumphius i n  1741, y e t  u p  t o  
t h i s  day  several  have neve r  been seen again and  t h e i r  
i den t i t y  i s  a mys te ry .  
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Orch ids  o f  Borneo Project .  T h e  o r c h i d  f l o ra  o f  Borneo One o f  these i s  t h e  pantropical  Bu lbophy l lum w i t h  an 
II i s  among t h e  r i ches t  in t h e  w o r l d  - a n d  one o f  t h e  least , estimated 2,000 species, o f  which 10% i s  f o u n d  in Borneo.  

known. I t  i s  estimated t h a t  about  2,000 species occur  on M r .  J .  J. VERMEULEN ( L )  who recent ly  rev ised t h e  A f r i c a n  
t h i s  la rge island. Some o f  them are  well known because o f  species was i n v i t e d  w i t h  g ran ts  o f  t h e  Du tch  Government 
t he i r  beauty and, as a consequence, t h e i r  potent ia l  va lue f o r  

I '  
and t h e  ' S t i f t u n g  zum Schutze u n d  zu E rha l tung  wildwach- 

breeding.  b u t  many are  on l y  v e r y  super f ic ia l l y  known, and  sender Orchideen'  (Swi tzer land)  spent  a year  i n  t h e  area 
I many are  species which a re  completely new f o r  science. (see Exped i t ions) .  He collected no  less than  165 species, of 

I 
which f o r  135 a complete plate could be  drawn.  Some 80 

I T h e  Project  aims t o  p u b l i s h  ove r  a per iod  o f  several  non-f lower ing specimens were sent  t o  t h e  Leiden Botanical 
I decennia about  20 volumes toge the r  desc r i b ing  al l  t h e  w i l d  Garden in t h e  hope t h a t  t hey  would f lower t h e r e  and  t h e n  
I o rch ids  o f  t h e  island. Each w i l l  b e  i l l us t ra ted  w i t h  a full could b e  d rawn .  

page d raw ing  dep ic t i ng  a po r t i on  o f  t h e  p lan t  as wel l  as t h e  
re levant  deta i ls  o f  t h e  f lower .  Moreover, colour  photo- 
g raphs  when avai lable w i l l  also b e  inc luded t o  complete t h e  
information. Brunei News 

T h u s  a valuable document w i l l  b e  created wh ich  w i l l  b e  Noti f icat ion o f  Research Project  
on t h e  s h o r t  run ex t remely  use fu l  t o  p inpo in t  areas wh ich  
are of c ruc ia l  importance f o r  o r c h i d  conservat ion in Borneo. Comparative Analys is  of Face-to-Face 

I 
On t h e  long r u n  i t s  value may wel l  b e  h is tor ical ,  desc r i b ing  In terac t ion  and Politeness Behaviour  Between 
a botanical wealth wh ich  is  now on t h e  ve rge  o f  d isappear-  / Dusun, Kedayan, Brunei-Malay and Engl ish Speakers 
ing f o r e v e r  d u e  t o  f o r e s t  des t ruc t i on  f o r  al l  k i n d s  o f  
undoubted1 y p r o f  i tab le  purposes.  T h i s  p ro jec t  examines t h e  s t ra teg ic  level o f  language 

use opera t ing  w i th in  some examples of Dusun, Kedayan and  
To  p reven t  some o f  t h i s  loss an o rch id  ga rden  has Brunei-Malay spoken language. Each pa r t i c i pan t  in t h e  I been  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Research Stat ion, I s t u d y  wi l l  have h i s l h e r  spoken language analyzed in re lat ion 

Tenom. Sabah. Here a l a rge  col lect ion o f  w i ld  o rch ids  i s  t o  st rategies used i n  bo th  h i s l h e r  mother tongue, b e  it 
g r o w n ,  m a i n l y  f r o m  t h e  l o w l a n d s  w h i c h  a re  t h e  most I Dusun, Kedayan o r  Brunei-Malay, and also in Engl ish.  
threatened.  T h e  collection, met iculously taken care o f  b y  
one of t h e  Senior Research Off icers,  M r .  A .  LAMB. produces I T h e  s t ra teg ic  level of language use l ies w i th in  t h e  
f lower ing  p lan ts  cont inuously,  a select ion o f  wh ich  i s  d r a w n  domain o f  what  can b e  re fe r red  t o  as social competence. 
by a number o f  able draughtsmen.  T h i s  i s  t h e  ab i l i t y  t o  handle d iscourse and people and  i s  a 

matter  o f  two  th ings :  deal ing w i t h  t h e  temporal, sequential  
Ident i f icat ion o f  t h e  voucher  specimens o f  t h e  d raw ings  dimension o f  t h e  un fo ld ing  d iscourse and  cop ing  w i t h  t h e  

cannot b e  done in Sabah. Special ized l i b ra r i es  a n d  l a rge  social, in te rpersona l  aspects o f  an interact ion.  
co l l ec t i ons  o f  .herbarium specimens f o r  comparison, o n l y  
found in major botanical ins t i tu tes .  a r e  needed f o r  t h a t  p a r t  T h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  invo lve  an inves t iga t ion  o f  t h r e e  
of t h e  j ob .  T h e  s p e c i a l i s t s  in K a n d  L p r o v i d e  t h e  s t ra teg ic  systems: Conversational Management, Face-work 
necessary sc ien t i f i c  backup.  and l n terpersona l  Rhetor ic .  

T h e  f i r s t  volume i s  in t h e  process o f  b e i n g  completed Conversational Management r e f e r s  t o  such s t ra teg ies  as 
now and is  expected i n  1988. It has become ev ident  a l ready ' ' t ak ing  t h e  f l oo r '  o r  i n i t i a t i ng  i n  d iscourse and managing t o  
t ha t  some v e r y  la rge genera  w i l l  cause many problems wh ich  'hold t h e  f loor ' ;  l i n k i n g  t o  prev ious  points: respond ing  t o  
can on ly  be solved b y  special ists on  them. t h e  'back channel'; and terminat ing discourse. T h i s  aspect 

I includes repa i r  wo rk  in case o f  ' t roub le  spots'  when, f o r  

i 



example, people may become o f fended during an  interact ion,  
as well as t h e  negot iat ion o f  meaning which is  a t yp i ca l  
feature o f  conversation as a cont ingent ,  ongoing accomplish- 
ment. 

Face-work i s  basical ly  about  mi t iga t ing  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  
an imposition in symmetric o r  asymmetric s i tuat ions.  ( A n  
asymmetric s i tuat ion i s  one in wh ich  t h e r e  is  a s t r o n g l y  
asymmetrical power re la t ionsh ip  between t h e  pa r t i c i pan ts ) .  
L ike  all strategies, those o f  face-work are  operat ions i n  
ru les and socio-cultural convent ions such as t h e  var ious  
norms gove rn ing  pol i teness w i t h i n  a l ingu is t i c  community. 
I n  most human communication t h e r e  i s  some potent ia l  t h r e a t  
t o  t h e  speaker's face. T h u s  in an  at tempt t o  acknowledge 
t h e  face-wants o f  themselves and  t h e i r  addressees, t h e  
speakers have t o  make use o f  a number o f  s t rategies t o  
minimize t h i s  th reat .  

Interpersonal  Rhetor ic  r e f e r s  t o  those st rategies a n d  
me thods  w h i c h  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  increase t h e  rhe tor ica l  
effect iveness o f  communication. One o f  these i s  rhe to r i ca l  
unde r l i n i ng  wh ich  i s  used t o  ind ica te  a main po in t  a n d  make 
it more emphatic. In add i t ion  t h e r e  a re  var ious  devices 
which expand a po in t  a n d  develop an argument o r  counter -  
argument. 

T h e s e  t h r e e  s y s t e m s  e x p l o i t  t h e  f o r m a l  (verba l ,  
paral inguist ic, non-verbal  ) a n d  i l locu t ionary  resources o f  a 
language, t u r n i n g  these t o  s t ra teg i c  use. 

In mother- tongue speech, s t ra teg i c  devices such  as 
these a re  o f ten  s u b t l y  o rches t ra ted  t o  achieve a pa r t i cu la r  
effect.  T h e  product ion  a n d  i n te rp re ta t i on  o f  such e f fec ts  
presupposes a nat ive- l i ke  (soc ia l l y  a n d  cu l tu ra l l y -de termined 1 
social competence. 

The project  wi l l  a t tempt t o  descr ibe  how such orche- 
s t ra t ion  operates i n  t h e  mother- tongue and  t o  what  e x t e n t  
i t  i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  second o r  f o r e i g n  
language which in t h i s  case i s  t h a t  o f  Engl ish.  In p a r t i -  
cular, it wi l l  focus on t h e  conversat ional  in te r language of 
advanced Dusun, Kedayan and  Brunei-Malay speakers of 
Engl ish. 

T h e  pro jec t  i s  led  by D A V I D  MARSH (Depar tment  o f  
I Soc ia l  P o l i c y  a n d  P u b l i c  Admin is t ra t ion ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

Brunei ,  Bandar  Ser i  Begawan, B r u n e i )  and  conducted by a 
team o f  r e s e a r c h e r s  f r o m  t h e  Bureau o f  Language a n d  
L i t e r a t u r e  in t h e  c o u n t r y .  A R J A  P l l R A l N E N  MARSH 

I 

( Department o f  English. Un ive rs i t y  o f  Oulu, SF-90100, Oulu, 
F in land)  i s  also invo lved as co-researcher on t h e  develop-  
ment o f  t h e  theoret ica l  f ramework used and  t h e  analys is  o f  
cer ta in  aspects o f  t h e  data collected. 

T h e  f i e l dwork  and  pre l im inary  analysis w i l l  b e  done 
over  t h e  per iod:  October 1987 - June 1988. T h e  data  

I 
collected w i l l  be  r i c h  and  var ied  enough f o r  o the rs  t o  jo in  
t h e  pro jec t  on an  informal  basis in 1988. Please contac t  1 one o f  t h e  above if you  would l i ke  t o  have more informa- 

l t i on  on t h e  pro ject .  

Kalimantan News 
I 

A f i v e  yea r  p lan  o f  research ac t iv i t ies  a t  t h e  T rop i ca l  
Rain Fores t  Research Cen t re  (PUSREHUT), Samarinda, East  
Kalimantan, Indonesia. 

T h e  f i r s t  j o i n t  committee meeting o f  t h e  Trop ica l  Rain 
Forest  Research Project  between t h e  d i rec tora te  genera l  o f  
H igher  Education o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  Education a n d  C u l t u r e  
o f  Indonesia and  t h e  Japan Internat ional  Cooperat ion Agency 
was he ld  in Jakar ta  in October, 1985. In t h i s  meet ing 19 
research top ics  t o  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  t h e  Research C e n t r e  
between 1985 a n d  1989 have been agreed upon. 

Mr .  J. M. BOMPARD IMPU) in t h e  f ramework o f  t h e  
Mangi fera-project  made a f i e l d  t r i p  t o  East Kal imantan in 
1985. F o r  a whole yea r  he  hopes t o  exp lore  t h e  area t o  g e t  
as many mangos as possible. 

D r .  W. F .  B. JULICH ( L )  between 1 Ju l y  and 3 Septem- 
b e r  1986 col lected mycor rh iza  f u n g i  o f  d ip terocarps  in East 

I Kalimantan. About  60 species of Basidiomycetes were  f o u n d  
and  a f u r t h e r  elaborat ion o f  t h e  collections is  on  i t s  way. 
Some species f o r m  a symbiosis w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  species o f  
d ipterocarps,  even w i t h  t rees  of d i f f e r e n t  genera. 



D r .  M. LEIGHTON ( D e p t .  o f  Anthropology,  H a r v a r d )  a t  
t he  Gunung Palung Na tu re  Reserve, c .  100 km South  o f  
Pontianak, is c a r r y i n g  o u t  a long-term s t u d y  on  va r i ous  
aspects o f  t h e  d ispersal  o f  seeds a n d  f r u i t s  by animals. D r .  
M. M. J. VAN BALGOOY ( L )  and  Ms. A.  K. VAN SETTEN in 
June 1986 helped t o  b u i l d  u p  h i s  herbar ium by add ing  some 
400 numbers t o  t h e  400 p rev ious l y  col lected b y  t h e  H a r v a r d  
team. S e v e r a l  new r e c o r d s  f o r  West Kalimantan have 
already t u r n e d  u p  among t h e  specimens col lected so f a r .  

Project Bar i to  Ulu.  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Cambridge, t h e  
M in i s t r y  o f  Fo res t r y  and  t h e  fo rmer  L B N  o f  Indonesia, a n d  
the  Smithsonian Ins t i t u t i on  propose a research pro jec t  i n  
t he  cent re  of Borneo on t h e  watershed o f  t h e  Ba r i t o  and  
Kapuas. Administ rat ive and  f i e l d  reconnaissances have been 
completed, and i t  i s  hoped t h a t  f i e l d  research w i l l  s t a r t  in 
1988, cont inue u n t i l  1990, and, if f u n d s  are  available, even 
u n t i l  1991. European, American, a n d  Indonesian sc ien t is ts  
wi l l  work  in association w i t h  t h e  Royal Society's South-East 
Asian Rain Forest  Research program ( w o r k i n g  mainly in t h e  
Danum Valley, Sabah).  T h e  sub jec t  o f  t h e  pro jec t  w i l l  b e  
the  s tudy  of plant-animal re lat ionships,  e.g. o f  f r u i t - ea t i ng  
animals, such as primates, bats, b i rds ,  and  some inve r te -  
brates, in pol l inat ion a n d  seed dispersal,  t h e  k e y  processes 
o f  t h e  natura l  regenerat ion o f  p r i m a r y  forests.  In t h i s  way 
it is  hoped t h a t  a con t r i bu t i on  can b e  made towards  t h e  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  fo res ted areas and t h e  regenerat ion o f  
adjacent logged areas. Pr inc ipa l  botanical inves t iga tor  i s  
Ms. D r .  C. M. PANNELL ( F H O ) .  F u r t h e r  in format ion can be  
o b t a i n e d  f rom D r .  D. J. CHIVERS. Dept. o f  Anatomy. 
Cambridge Univers i ty .  Cambr idge CBZ 1QS. U. K.  ( o r  whi le 
t h e  expedi t ion is  in progress :  POB 1152, Jakar ta  11001. 
Indonesia, o r  Mr .  R.  RIDGEWAY. 75 Orba in  Road. London 
SW6, U .K . )  

PASCAL COUDERC, of t h e  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Paris. who 
intends t o  work among t h e  O t  Danum of  t h e  u p p e r  Melawi, 
i s  c u r r e n t l y  (summer ' 87 )  c a r r y i n g  o u t  a pre l im inary  s u r v e y  
i n  o rde r  t o  select a research location. 

I 

i Sabah News 

A n e w  3 y e a r  p r o j e c t  on  ra in  f o res t  regenera t ion  
processes s ta r ted  in October 1986 under  a NERC resea rch  
g r a n t  awarded t o  D r .  M.D. SWAINE ( A B D )  and  D r .  T. C. 
WHITMORE ( O x f o r d ) .  Two students, Mssrs. N. BROWN 
( O x f o r d )  and  D. KENNEDY ( A B D ) ,  have s ta r ted  work .  T h e y  

I w i l l  spend 1987 and  1988 a t  t h e  Danum Valley Research 
I Forest  o f  Yayasan Sabah under  jo int  superv is ion  of M r .  T. 
i H. TANG, s y l v i c u l t u r i s t  o f  Yayasan Sabah. T h e  aim o f  t h e  

pro jec t  i s  t o  create ar t i f i c ia l  canopy gaps o f  d i f f e r e n t  s ize 
and  s t u d y  o f  t h e  response o f  t h e  seedl ings o f  d i f f e r e n t  

I 

I s pec ies  t o  them. T h i s  i s  similar t o  t h e  exper iment  o f  
! Kramer on  G. Pangerango 1 G. Gedeh i n  W. Java in 1926, 
I and  has apparent ly  never  been repeated. 

Mr .  D. CHlEW o f  Yayasan Sabah wi l l  have a third 
project.  also j o in t l y  supervised, w o r k i n g  on  t h e  behav ior  o f  
seedl ings in logged fo res ts .  

I n  F e b r u a r y  1986 Ms. D r .  S. DRANSFIELD, D r .  J. 
DRANSFIELD ( K ) ,  K .  M. WONG ( K E P I  and o thers  col lected 
in t h e  Danum Valley Research Area. T h e  l a t t e r  t w o  l a te r  
went  t o  t h e  Kinabalu National Pa rk  until March. 

T h r o u g h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  German Science Foundat ion 
t h e  pro jec t  BRYOTROP (Geography,  Ecology, Sociology, a n d  
Systematics o f  t rop ica l  r a i n  f o res t  mosses), a t ransect  f r o m  
S a n d a k a n  t o  t h e  summi t  o f  M t .  K i n a b a l u  was made.  
Members of t h e  p a r t y  were Drs .  J.-P. FRAHM (DUIS) ,  W. 
FREY, H.  KUERSCHNER (BSB) ,  M. A. H. MOHAMED ( K L U ) ,  
a n d  M r .  M. MENZEL ( B ) .  Between 20 A u g u s t  a n d  10 
September 1986 23 s i tes s i tuated between 550 m a l t .  ( P o r i n g  
Hot  S p r i n g s )  and  4100 m (Low's  peak)  were s tud ied .  A 
smaller t r ansec t  w i t h  4 si tes between 1250 m t o  1965 m was 
made o n  G. Alab in t h e  Crocker  Range (15, 16 September) .  
B r y o p h y t e s  o f  t h e  lowlands have been col lected in t h e  
Sepi lok N a t u r e  rese rve  near Sandakan ( 12 September) a n d  o n  
Pu lau Meningau, T u n g k u  Abdu l  Rahman Park  near  Kota 
Kinabalu (21  September 1 .  

Ms. R. M. SMITH ( E l  col lected some 50 numbers  o f  
Zinqiberaceae a t  Tenom and  t h e  Mt.  Kinabalu Pa rk  in June  
1986. 



D r .  J. J. VERMEULEN ( L )  w i t h  g r a n t s  o f  t h e  D u t c h  
Government and  t h e  ' S t i f t u n g  zum Schutze und zu E rha l tung  
wildwachsender Orchideen'  (Sw i t ze r l and )  spent  a year  in t h e  
area f rom June 1986 on.  He col laborated in t h e  Orch ids  o f  
Borneo Project. His con t r i bu t i on  w i l l  deal w i t h  Bu lbophy l -  
lum. Many excurs ions were made t o  t h e  Crocker  Range, Mt .  - 
Kinabalu, Pulau Banggi,  Pun  Batu, Ba tu  Punggol, East Sabah. 
and the  Tawai plateau. A tr ip t h r o u g h  Sarawak was on l y  
p a r t l y  successful. Some col lect ing could be  done a round  
Kuching, t he  Bako National Park, a n d  near Bau and  Serian, 
b u t  no permits could b e  obta ined f o r  t h e  Mulu  National Pa rk  
and G. Muru t .  In al l  numerous herbar ium specimens were 
co l l ec ted  a n d  f r o m  S a b a h  m a n y  living specimens were  
i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  T e n o m  O r c h i d  C e n t r e ,  f o r  wh ich  
Vermeulen organized t h e  administ rat ion o f  t h e  l i v i n g  a n d  
dead collections. 

D r .  E. F. DE VOGEL ( L )  v i s i t ed  Vermeulen in Septem- 
b e r  and October 1986 and, among o the r  th ings ,  col lected a 
new species o f  Apostasia. Together  w i th  M r .  P. C. VAN 
WELZEN ( L ) ,  who stayed the re  f rom 15 September t o  13 
December, t hey  col lected ca. 700 numbers, main ly orchids, in 
Mt.  Kinabalu, near Keningau in t h e  Crocker  Range, C. Alab, 
Nabawan, t he  Kalang water fa l l  near  Tenom, and  Long Pa 
Sia. 

Van Welzen's v i s i t  was especial ly made t o  s t u d y  t h e  
ecology o f  Guioa. He col lected 260 numbers, deposi ted i n  L, 
SAN, and the  herbar ium o f  t h e  Kinabalu National Pa rk .  

T h e  Role o f  Pioneers in t h e  Regenerat ion o f  a Malaysian 
Rain Forest  (Repr in ted  f r o m  Trop ica l  Bio logy Newsletter,  
I ns t i t u te  o f  South-East Asian Bioloav, Number 53, December 

d ,  - 
1987). Several q r t i f i c i a l  gaps were created w i t h i n  an  area 
o f  a b o u t  8 h a  a l o n g  a low r i d g e  in t h e  Danum Val ley 
Conservation Area, Sabah. T h e  gaps range i n  size f rom c.  5 
x 5 m t o  c.  50 x 20 m, and  have been c leared o f  a l l  
vegetat ion more than  about  2 m ta l l .  

A t  each of these exper imental  gaps, soil samples (50 x 
50 x 50 cm) were taken a round  t h e  t ime o f  gap  creation, 
and were spread o u t  in a shade house where condi t ions o f  
l i gh t  and water ava i lab i l i t y  conducive t o  f u l l  seed germina- 

t i on  were maintained. By moni to r ing  subsequent  germina- 
t i o n ,  es t ima tes  cou ld  b e  made o f  in i t ia l  soi l  seed b a n k  
d e n s i t y  a n d  species composition i n  each gap.  Resu l ts  
obta ined f r o m  these samples indicate considerable spat ia l  
var ia t ion  in to ta l  soil seed bank densi ty ,  w i th  values r a n g i n g  
from s l i g h t l y  less than  1000 m t o  over  2000 seeds m -2. 
Species composition of t h e  soi l  seed bank was also f o u n d  t o  
v a r y  m a r k e d l y ,  a l t h o u g h  ce r ta in  species appear t o  b e  
re la t ive ly  ub iqu i tous .  Among these, several members o f  t h e  
families Rubiaceae (e .g .  Uncaria sp.  and Melastomataceae 
are general ly  p resent  a t  high densit ies. I t  remains t o  b e  
seen w h a t  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  these a re  woody c l imbers a n d  
s t ragg l i ng  shrubs,  l i f e  fo rms wh ich  usua l ly  predominate in 
t h e  vegetat ion o f  na tu ra l  gaps in t h e  fo res t  in t h i s  reg ion .  

While t h e  to ta l  soi l  seed b a n k  dens i t y  i s  high. t h e  
number o f  seeds o f  p ioneer t rees  seems t o  be  v e r y  low a t  
a l l  s t u d y  si tes. T h e  number  o f  such species i s  also low, 
w i t h  o n l y  t w o  o r  t h r e e  species o f  Macaranga and  one o f  
Endospermurn.  However, t he re  are  several o the r  t rees  
f requen t l y  f o u n d  in secondary forest ,  such as Cra toxy lum 
sp., Terminal ia sp., Euodia sp .  and  Glochidion sp., wh ich  are  
p r e s e n t  in  t h e  so i l  seed b a n k  - b u t  general ly  a t  low 
densit ies. 

Complementary t o  these soil seed bank studies, f i e l d  
germinat ion exper iments are  be ing  ca r r i ed  o u t  i n  expe r i -  
men ta l  p l o t s  establ ished i n  some of t h e  ar t i f i c ia l  gaps.  
These a re  p a r t l y  in tended t o  reveal  t he  e f fec t  of gap  size 
on  p ioneer regenerat ion f r o m  seed, b u t  also incorpora te  
d i f f e r e n t  t reatments:  cont ro l  ( u n d i s t u r b e d  l i t t e r  and  soi l  1 ; 
leaf l i t t e r  removed; leaf l i t t e r  removed and sur face soi l  d is -  
t u rbed .  In these plots, recru i tment ,  mor ta l i t y  and  species 
c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w  seed l ing  populat ions a re  b e i n g  
moni tored b o t h  in t h e  gaps and  in nearby  closed f o r e s t  
contro ls .  Ea r l y  resu l t s  indicate no  clear t r e n d s  associated 
w i t h  gap size, t h e  number o f  seeds germinat ing a n d  t h e i r  
s u b s e q u e n t  f a t e  presumably be ing  determined b y  o t h e r  
fac tors .  Exposure  o f  t h e  mineral soil does, however, appear 
t o  have a s ign i f i cant  in f luence on germination. I n  b o t h  o f  
t h e  two de- l i t te red  treatments, germination over  t h e  f i r s t  7 -  
8 months, a l though v e r y  variable, has c lear ly  been much 
greater  t han  i n  t h e  cont ro l  plots, rang ing  f rom 30-75 m-2 
compared t o  5-15 K2. The  ra te  of morta l i ty  is also h i g h l y  
v a r i a b l e  among p lo ts  (15-65%) and appears t o  be  q u i t e  



independent o f  t reatment.  Var iat ions in species composition 
o f  t h e  seedling populat ions cannot  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  e i ther  t o  
gap size o r  t o  treatment, but show similar i t ies w i t h  t h a t  o f  
t he  seedlings ra ised f r o m  t h e  col lected soil samples. 

O t h e r  aspects o f  regenera t ion  f rom seed are  be ing  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  The  importance o f  seed 
a r r i v i n g  a f te r  gap creat ion (seed r a i n )  i s  be ing  s tud ied  us ing  
seed t raps  b o t h  in t h e  exper imental  gaps and  in adjacent 
closed canopy fo res t .  Competi t ion w i t h  t h e  new seedl ings 
f rom advance regenerat ion ( e x i s t i n g  seedl ings/sapl ings and  
resprouts  f rom c u t  stems) i s  also be ing  considered as a 
p o t e n t i a l l y  s ign i f i cant  in f luence on  seedl ing g r o w t h  and 
development. 
(Donald Kennedy & M. D.  Swaine, Dept .  o f  Plant  Science, 
Un ivers i ty  of Aberdeen 1 

Ecology and Taxonomy o f  Nepenthes in Borneo (Repr in ted  
f rom T r o ~ i c a l  Bio loav Newsletter.  I ns t i t u te  o f  South-East 
Asian   id lo^^, ~ u i b e r  53, December 1987) .  A research 
project  i s  underway on p i t che r  p lan ts  (Nepenthes)  i n  Sabah 
and Sarawak. T h e  genus has about  70 species, w i t h  greates t  
va r i e t y  occu r r i ng  in Borneo. Many species a re  known  f r o m  
on ly  a few herbar ium specimens a n d  at tempts a r e  be ing  
made t o  increase t h e  material  so f a r  avai lable f o r  s t u d y  and  
t o  e x t e n d  o u r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  ecology o f  ind iv idua l  
species. Species diagnoses have been based p r imar i l y  on 
p i tcher  morphology and t h i s  oppo r tun i t y  i s  be ing  taken t o  
eva lua te  some a d d i t i o n a l  p o t e n t i a l l y  u s e f u l  t axonomic  
characters. Work on  pol l inat ion biology, a comparison o f  
p o l l i n a t o r s  and  p i t che r  p rey ,  t h e  e f fec t  o f  p i t che rs  on  
growth.  sex rat ios, and hab i ta t  preferences o f  some selected 
species i n  Sabah is  be ing  under taken.  
(Jumaat Adam and C .  C .  Wilcock, Dept .  o f  P lan t  Science, 
Un ivers i ty  of Aberdeen)  

Sarawak News 

De fo res ta t i on  in Sarawak. Malaysia i s  t h e  la rges t  
exDorter of t r o ~ i c a l  hardwood i n  t he  wor ld .  Sarawak claims 
a t '  t h i s  momeni almost 40% of t he  tota l  Malaysian t imber 

expo r t .  Acco rd ing  t o  estimates made by E. HONG (Nat ives  
o f  Sarawak. Su rv i va l  Borneo's Van ish inq  Forests, ( 1987 3 ,  - 
Penang) 28,217 k m  were fe l led in t h e  1963-1985 per iod.  
T h i s  represents  30% o f  t h e  ra in fores t  in Sarawak. If t h e  
fe l l i ng  cont inues a t  i t s  p resen t  rate, t hen  it can b e  expected 
t h a t  in t h e  t e n  years f r o m  1985 y e t  another 28% o f  t h e  
ra in fo res t  w i l l  disappear. B y  t h e  t ime t h a t  a l l  t h e  con- 
cessions have been logged h a r d l y  any  ra in fores t  w i l l  remain 
in Sarawak. 

T h e  s i tua t ion  i s  pa r t i cu la r l y  b a d  in t h e  F o u r t h  D iv is ion  
where t h e  logg ing  proceeds u p  t o  t h e  bo rde r  o f  t h e  famous 
Mulu  National Park .  

T h e  in tens ive  logg ing  has d isastrous resu l t s  f o r  t h e  
local envi ronment.  It causes per iods o f  extreme d r o u g h t  in 
t h e  d r y  season and  then  f lood ing  d u r i n g  t h e  wet one. Many 
species o f  p lan ts  and animals wi l l  disappear be fore  t h e y  
e v e n  h a v e  b e e n  discovered. T r i b a l  communities whose 
l ive l ihood depends completely o r  in p a r t  on  t h e  r a i n  f o r e s t  
p roduc ts  a re  s u f f e r i n g  heav i ly .  T h i s  appl ies pa r t i cu la r l y  t o  
t h e  Penan, t h e  nomadic a n d  semi-nomadic hun te r l ga the re rs ,  
w h o  s i n c e  t i m e  immemorial have l i ved  i n  and  f r o m  t h e  
ra in fores t  w i thou t  d i s t u r b i n g  i t s  ecological balance. 

D u r i n g  recent  months t h e  Penan and t h e  Dayak have 
he ld  meetings a t  many places in t h e  Baram R ive r  basin.  
T h e y  pro tes ted against  t h e  des t ruc t ion  o f  t h e i r  f o res ts  a n d  
t h e y  demanded a reserva t ion  o f  t h e i r  own. On t h e  increase 
a re  inc idents  in which t h e  nat ive  populat ion t r i e s  t o  h i n d e r  
t h e  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  new as y e t  un touched areas by t h e  
logg ing  companies. 

Tou r i s t s  and  sc ient is ts  are encouraged t o  v i s i t  t h e  
Wi ld l i fe  Parks  l i ke  t h e  one around G. Mulu. However, 
elsewhere, outs ide these selected areas they  a re  h a r d l y  
welcome. In fact.  some local newspapers would have one 
bel ieve t h a t  t h e  resistance against t h e  deforestat ion has 
b e e n  i n s t i g a t e d  by fore igners .  Sahabat Alam Malaysia 
(F r i ends  o f  t h e  Ea r th )  Marudi,  wh ich  f o r  many inhab i tan ts  
o f  t h e  i n te r i o r  forms an important  link w i th  t h e  outs ide  
world, calls f o r  an immediate suspension o f  t h e  deforestat ion 
in  t h e  Penan  r e g i o n .  Accord ing  t o  last reports,  t h i s  
organizat ion i s  be ing  subjected t o  heavy p ressu re  b y  t h e  
Government t o  s top  i t s  ac t iv i t ies  o n  t h i s  subject  - J. d e  
Beer. 



National Parks a n d  Wildl i fe Sanctuar ies in Sarwak 

A map showing t h e  c u r r e n t l y  ex i s t i ng  and  proposed 

C .  .- a 
, 

Nat iona l  P a r k s  a n d  W i l d l i f e  Sanctuar ies  in Sarawak i s  
i n c l u d e d  in JULIAN CALDECOTT's H u n t i n g  and  Wildl i fe 
Manaqement i n  Sarawak, pub l ished b y  IUCN in Apr i l ,  1988. 
There have been var ious  changes in t h e  last  few months.  
For example, t h e  Usun  Apau National Pa rk  (number  17 on  
map)  has been app roved  by Government but t h e  formal  
gazettement p rocedure  is  no t  complete. 

Persons in te res ted i n  ob ta in ing  informat ion about  p a r k s  
and sanctuaries shou ld  note t h a t  t h e  National Pa rks  a n d  
Wildlife Of f ice has moved t o  t h e  Sarawak Timber I n d u s t r y  1 

Development Corporat ion Complex a t  Jalan Stadium, Petra ' 
Jaya, 93660, Kuch ing.  T h e  telephone number is  082-442180. 

However, t h e  Informat ion a n d  Book ing  Of f i ce  f o r  Pa rk  
faci l i t ies at Bako, Niah, Mu lu  a n d  o the r  Pa rks  is  s t i l l  a t  
Jalan Gartak, 93000, Kuching.  and  t h e  telephone number is  

I 082-248088. 

i 
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The  Newsletter o f  t h e  Associat ion o f  South-East Asian ' 

Studies in t h e  Un i ted  Kingdom has been re launched in a ' 
M rO m 3  

new series, No. 1 be ing  pub l ished i n  S p r i n g  1987. It is  a n . . O Z  c r O 3  G W Z  . -Hz  
0  m \on x z  u 

edited b y  T e r r y  K i n g  and Jan Chr i s t i e  o f  t h e  Cent re  f o r  , &-..32$ , . 
South-East Asian Studies, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Hull, Hu l l  HU6 7RX. m c ~ p l ~ ~ m 4 - 3 .  3 m u  u N 
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IPT Asian Wetland Bureau 

T h i s  bureau " fo r  conservation, research a n d  manage- 
ment", has been set  u p  j o in t l y  b y  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Advanced 
Studies ( I P T )  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Malaya and  INTERWADER. 
I NTERWADEK, t h e  E a s t  A s i a /  P a c i f i c  S h o r e b i r d  S t u d y  
Programme, becomes a sub-programme o f  t h e  Bureau.  F o r  
f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  w r i t e  t o  t h e  B u r e a u ,  c / o  I n s t i t u t e  of 
Advanced  S tud ies ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Malaya, 59100 Kuala 
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B O O K  R E V I E W S ,  A B S T R A C T S ,  BEARDOW, T e d  -- Sources used in t h e  compilation o f  t h e  

A N D  B I B L I O G R A P H Y  S i l s i l a h  Melayu dan Buq is .  - Review of Indonesian a& 
Malaysian Af fa i rs ;  Vol. 20, No. 2 (Summer 1986), p p .  118- 1 155. 

ecosystems and t h e  importan& o f  t h e i r  con t r i bu t i on  t o  t h e  
qlobal atmosphere. C u r r e n t  research demonstrates t h a t  t h e  

PRANCE. G .  T. (Ed .  1 T rop ica l  Rain Forests a n d  t h e  World T h e  Si ls i lah Melayu dan  Bug is  te l ls  t h e  s t o r y  o f  f i v e  

Atmosphere. 1986. Westview Press Inc., 5500 Cent ra l  Bug is  brothers,  descended f rom a roya l  house i n  South  

role of tropical fo res ts  in mainta in ing t h e  equ i l ib r ium o f  t h e  
atmosphere may b e  f a r  g rea te r  t h a n  p rev ious l y  bel ieved a n d  
t h a t  t h e  accelerat ing r a t e  o f  f o res t  des t ruc t i on  may have 
profound implicat ions f o r  t h e  atmospheric b u d g e t  o f  N 0, 
CH , CO , and important  t r ace  gasses. Large-scale defores- 
t a t i o n  may also have ser ious and  unforeseen e f fec ts  on  
climate and hydro logy .  T h e  book emphasizes t h e  re lat ion-  
ships o f  b iosphere t o  troposphere, aiming t o  set  t rop ica l  
forest  ecology in t h e  contex t  o f  t h e  global ecosystem. Case 
studies i l lus t ra te  o u r  increasing knowledge o f  these impor-  
t a n t  habi tats a n d  t h e  u rgency  o f  finding ways t o  p rese rve  
them. Diagnoses a re  accompanied b y  p resc r i p t i ons  f o r  
f u t u r e  policies. T h e  chapters  are: I n t roduc t i on  t o  t rop ica l  
ra in  forests (PRANCE).  2. Trop ica l  fo res ts :  pa t te rns  o f  
depletion ( N .  MEYERS) . 3. Deforestat ion in t h e  Brazi l ian 
Amazon B a s i n  m e a s u r e d  by s a t e l l i t e  imagery (G .  M. 
WOODWELL e t  al. 1 .  4. Trop ica l  fo res ts :  in te rac t ions  w i t h  
the  atmosphere (M. B .  McELROY and S. C. WOFSEY) . 5. 
Amazon rainfal l ,  potent ia l  e f fec ts  o f  deforestat ion a n d  plans 
f o r  f u t u r e  research ( E .  SALATI,  P. B.  VOSE a n d  T .  E. 
LOVEJOY). 6.  Catastrophic d r o u g h t  a n d  f i r e  in Borneo 
t r o p i c a l  r a i n  f o res t  associated w i t h  t h e  1982-83 El Nino 
S o u t h e r n  o s c i l l a t i o n  e v e n t .  ( M .  L E I G H T O N  a n d  N. 
WIRAWAN). Epi logue [PRANCE) .  -- H. P. Nooteboom. 

Avenue, Boulder. Colorado, xx i .  105 pp., ill. ISBN 0-8133- 
7176-7. Pr ice unknown.  Based on a symposium t h a t  was 
h e l d  a t  t h e  1984 A A A S  ( A m e r i c a n  Associat ion f o r  t h e  

GRAHAM, Penelope. lban Shamanism: An  Analys is  o f  t h e  
E thnograph ic  L i t e ra tu re .  Occasional paper.  Canber ra :  
Depar tmen t  o f  Anthropology,  Research School o f  Paci f ic  

Sulawesi, who voyage t o  t h e  Malay Peninsula, West Kaliman- 
tan, and  elsewhere in t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  18th c e n t u r y .  
The  book was w r i t t e n  in 186511866 b y  Raja A l i  ibn Raja 

studies, Aust ra l ian  National, 1987. 184 pp.  $n. p. ( paper  1 .  
Shamanism has been an  i ns t i t u t i on  o f  major importance 

among t h e  l ban  o f  Borneo, and t h e  subject  o f  s t u d y  b y  
scholars o f  t h e  19th and 20th centur ies.  Yet  t he re  has been 
no at tempt t o  synthesize t h e  informat ion o f  these s tud ies  
until now. Penelope Grahamls book i s  t h e  f i r s t  "general  
s u r v e y  o f  t h e  ex i s t i ng  l i t e ra tu re  on lban shamanism" ( p .  v ) ,  
and one t h a t  w i l l  b e  of i n te res t  t o  s tudents  o f  Borneo, 
S o u t h e a s t  Asia, a n d  t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g y  o f  medical and  
re l ig ious  systems. 

T h e  book i s  t h e  pub l ished f o r m  o f  h e r  Masters o f  A r t s  
t hes i s  a t  T h e  Aust ra l ian  National Un ive rs i t y .  A l t hough  
Graham had no t  been t o  Sarawak when she wro te  h e r  thesis, 
and  did no t  speak Iban, she was advised and  well g u i d e d  b y  
lban a n d  non- lban scholars. Her overal l  g rasp  o f  issues a n d  
subt let ies is  remarkable. 

A n  obvious problem w i t h  wh ich  she had t o  deal was 
t h e  unevenness o f  materials, d i f f e ren t  times when t h e y  were  
wr i t ten,  and  d isparate theoret ica l  approaches o f  t h e  authors .  
Graham ab ly  deals w i t h  t h i s  problem and  t rea ts  t h e  persons 
whose wr i t i ngs  she analyzes qu i te  even-handedly.  

Advancement o f  Science) Annua l  Symposium, 1985. Ahmad, a Malay l i t e ra tus  a n d  inte l lectual .  T h i s  a r t i c l e  
ident i f ies  t h e  major source t e x t s  used b y  t h i s  au tho r  and  P u b l i c  awareness  o f  t h e  advanc ing  des t ruc t i on  o f  I 

t ropical r a i n  f o res t  hab i ta ts  has g r o w n  as has t h e  sc ien t i f i c  ; 
shows t h e  way in which t h e  source information was adapted 

understanding of t h e  complexi ty  o f  these d i ve rse  and  f rag i l e  , t o  t h e  theme o f  t h e  Si lsi lah. 

Graham's purpose i s  t h e  analysis o f  " t he  c u l t u r a l  log ic  

/ o f  l ban  shamanism" (p .  1 ) .  T o  accomplish this, she p rov ides  
an i n t roduc t i on  in wh ich  she examines character is t ics a n d  
concepts o f  shamanism cross-cu l tu ra l l y  . The  l b a n  manang, 
"one who exercises power" ( p. 2). approximates t h e  shaman. 



Her int roduct ion inc ludes also a b r i e f  overv iew o f  t h e  Iban, 
the i r  numbers, social organizat ion, and  d i s t i nc t i ve  cu l t u ra l  
features. 

The main body o f  t h e  t e x t  i s  d i v i ded  i n to  f i v e  chapters  
and a conclusion. In t h e  f i r s t  chapter, Graham analyzes t h e  
l i te ra ture  on t h e  l ban  shaman. Her  analysis beg ins  w i t h  
defini t ions o f  manang f o u n d  in t h r e e  pub l ished Iban-Engl ish 
dictionaries, w i t h  d i f f e r i n g  and  conf l i c t ing  informat ion about  
t he i r  call, methods o f  treatment. a n d  grades o r  ranks .  T h i s  
i s  followed by summaries a n d  c r i t i ques  o f  s tud ies  o f  t h e  
manang, a n d  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  c a t e g o r i z e  t h e  theoret ica l  
approach o f  each scholar. 

I n  t h e  second  c h a p t e r ,  s h e  examines " the  r i t u a l  
language chants o f  shamanic heal ing r i t es "  (p .  27) .  T h i s  i s  
a r i c h  section w i t h  t e x t s  o f  chants and  Engl ish t rans la t ions  
f o r  the  i l l . f o r  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  soul, and f o r  t h e  protec-  
t ion  of t he  expectant  woman. 

I n  t h e  t h i r d  chapter, Graham analyzes " the  ac t iv i t ies  o f  
the  mananq i n  l ban  r i t ua l "  (p .  48). and  t h e  in i t ia t ion  r i t es  
o f  the  shaman. She examines t h e  tasks  o f  t h e  manang in 
response t o  var ious l i f e  condi t ions o f  h i s  pat ients, as well 
as r i tua l  contexts and  t h e  r i c h  symbolism. 

I n  t he  remaining chapters, she discusses t h e  person and 
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  mananq  b a l i l  ( l i t . ,  " t h e  t r a n s f o r m e d  
manang"), a status o f  considerable in te res t  as indicated b y  
the  amount o f  a t ten t ion  g i v e n  it by numerous scholars. In 
t h e  f inal  chapter, Graham analyzes " l ban  shamanism in social 
and cu l tu ra l  context"  ( p .  122). 

Th i s  i s  a s ign i f i cant  book whose greates t  importance 
lies no t  in t h e  questions it at tempts t o  answer but in those 
it raises. I t s  g reates t  con t r i bu t i on  undoubted ly  w i l l  b e  t h e  
stimulation o f  considerably more d iscussion a n d  research 
about lban shamanism (V inson  H.  Sutl ive, Jr. ,  College o f  
William and M a r y ) .  

HARRISSON. Barbara .  Pusaka, Heirloom Jars  o f  Borneo. 
Singapore, New York, O x f o r d  Un ive rs i t y  Press, 1986, 55 p p .  

Th is  i s  an except ional ly  valuable and  we l l -wr i t ten  book.  
Barbara Harr isson acqu i red  ex tens ive  knowledge o f  t h e  la rge 
heirloom jars o f  Borneo d u r i n g  two decades o f  research on  
tha t  island. She c u r r e n t l y  i s  t h e  D i rec tor  o f  t h e  Princesse- 
hof Museum i n  t h e  Nether lands.  I n  t h e  book she master- 
f u l l y  combines a d iscussion of t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  ceramic 

jars, t h e  manufac tur ing  process. t h e  ro le t hey  have p layed  
in trade, and t h e  lore wh ich  more valuable ja rs  accrue as 
t h e y  are  passed f rom one generat ion t o  t h e  n e x t .  T h e  
book, one o f  t h e  O x f o r d  in Asia Studies in Ceramics series, 
i s  d i v i ded  i n to  two  sections: One consists o f  abou t  55 
pages of text ;  t h e  other, 100 pages o f  excel lent pho tog raphs  
a n d  d raw ings  o f  t h e  ja rs  themselves. T h i s  book w i l l  b e  o f  
i n t e r e s t  t o  s t u d e n t s  o f  a r t ,  ceramic technology, c r a f t  
product ion,  material  cu l ture,  Asian h i s t o r y  and symbolism. 
( R i t a  Wr igh t  a n d  Vinson Su t l i ve )  

T h e  ELOQUENT Dead: Ancestra l  Scu lp ture  of lndonesia 
Southeast Asia. [Exh ib i t ion  a t  t h e  UCLA Freder ick  S. Wight  - 
A r t  Gallery, 8 October t o  24 November 198511ed. by Jerome 
Fe ldman . - L o s  Angeles, Cal i f .  : Un ive rs i t y  o f  Cal i fornia, 
Museum o f  Cu l tu ra l  History,  1985.-204 p .  : bibl. 

T h i s  col lect ive volume contains t h e  fo l lowing a r t i c l es  
concerning Indonesia: Ancestors in t h e  a r t  of Indonesia a n d  
Southeast Asia b y  Jerome FELDMAN; Ancestral manifesta- 
t i o n s  in t h e  a r t  o f  N ias  I s l a n d  b y  Jerome FELDMAN; 
Ancestors and  living men amonq t h e  Batak by El isabeth L. 
CAMERON; T h e  s iqni f icance o f  ancestors in t h e  a r t s  o f  t h e  
Dayak of Borneo b y  Eugenia SUMNIK-DEKOVICH; T h e  soul  
t h a t  i s  seen; t h e  Tau T a u  as shadow o f  death re f lec t ion  o f  
l i f e  in Toraja t rad i t i on  b y  E r i c  CRYSTAL; Korwar  o f  t h e  
B iak  by Wilhelm G. SOLHEIM I I. A catalogue concludes t h e  
volume . 

Z A H O R K A ,  H e r w i q . - U p a s :  d a s  B l a s r o h r p f e i l q i f t  d e r  
Wildbeuter u n d  ~ o ~ f T a ~ e r '  in Borneo. - Der ~a imenqar ten ;  1 
( 1987). -p.  24-28: bibl.. ill., ~ h o t o c l r .  

T h e  poison f o r  the-  blow-bipe ar rows 6f t h e  Basap f r o m  
t h e  Bornean ra in fores t  i s  p rov ided  by Ant ia r is  tox icar ia,  o r  
upas. T h e  latex i s  tapped f r o m  t h e  t ree 's  t r u n k  and  heated 
d u r i n g  constant  s t i r r i n g .  In o r d e r  t o  check i t s  qual i ty ,  it 
has t o  b e  tasted. T h i s  i s  less r i s k y  than  it seems, s ince t h e  
poison i s  on ly  ef fect ive if administered v ia  t h e  bloodstream. 
T h e  blow-pipes used t o  shoot t he  ar rows are made o f  i r on -  
wood (Eus ideroxy lon  zwager i )  and qu i te  ef fect ive in killing 
animals h idden in t h e  dense fo res t .  



COLFER. Carol J. Pierce.-Female s ta tus  and action i n  two - - - ~ -  ~ ...- 

Dayak communities.-In: Women in Asia and  t h e  Pacific: 
Towards an East-West Dialogueled. by Madeleine J. Good- 
man. -Hono lu lu  : U n i v e r s i t y  o f  ~ a w a i i ,  Women's Studies - - 

Program, 1985. -p. 183-21 1 : 'tab. 
Th is  i s  an  examination, based on  f ie ldwork  ca r r i ed  o u t  

i n  1979-1980, o f  t h e  s ta tus  o f  women in two  Kenyah Dayak 
villages, Long Ampung and  Long Segar. T h e  high sta tus  and  
e f f e c t i v e  a c t i o n  o f  women i s  demonstrated t h r o u g h  an 
analysis o f  women's roles i n  t h e  pub l i c  domain (product ion,  
commerce, pol i t ical part icipation. women's g roups )  and i n  
the  pr iva te  domain ( in terac t ion  between women and men, 
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  a l l oca t i on  o f  f a m i l y  
resources). Recent phenomena suggest  a potential  decl ine i n  
women's status i n  t h e  area. As decision-making goes w i th  
those who prov ide t h e  family 's needs, one can anticipate 
that :  11 if money continues t o  ga in  i n  importance i n  overal l  
subsistence, and  2)  it remains more avai lable t o  men than  t o  

HOLLE l ists: Vocabularies Lanquaqes of Indonesia I 
Aust ra l ian  National Un ivers i ty ,  Research School o f  Paci f ic  
Studies, Department o f  L inguist ics.  -Canberra: L ingu is t i c  
C i rc le  o f  Canberra. - Vol. 8: Kalimantan (Borneo)  / ed. by 
W.A.L. Stokhof, in co-op. w i th  Alma E. ALmanar.-1986.-Il l, 
207 p. : ill. -(Paci f ic  l inguist ics,  Series D: no. 69) (Mater ia ls  in 
languages o f  Indonesia; no. 31 1. 

T h i s  volume i s  in tended f o r  use in conjunct ion w i t h  
volume 1 o f  t he  series (see E1024/04~1/118~. It contains 
w o r d  l i s t s  w i t h  t h e  fo l lowing headings; Borneo ( S o u t h  
Borneo) : O t  Danum Dayak, Banjar, Martqpura, Ngaju Dayak, 
Kat ingan Dayak, Maanyan; Borneo (o the r  areas) : U l u  Malay 
(Melawi area 1, Kenyah Dayak, Sekajang Dayak, Pen ih ing 
D a y a k  ( U p p e r  Mahakam) ,  l anguage  spoken  i n  Matan, 
un ident i f ied  (Semitau? 1, dialect spoken i n  t h e  West Kutei .  

women, then economic decision-making r i g h t s  may gradua l ly  
sh i f t  t o  the  men. MATHESON, V i rg in ia .  - Studies i n  Borneo : an overv iew a n d  ~ b ib l iography.  -Kabar seberang su la t inq  maphilindo; no. 16 

(Dec. 1985).-p. 100-139: bibl. 
= annotated bib l iography;  h istory;  Kalimantan; [ 19851 : 

WATSON, Greta A.-Women's ro le  in t h e  improvement o f  r i c e  T h i s  b ib l iographical  a r t i c le  su rveys  t h e  l i t e ra tu re  a n d  

farming systems in coastal swamplands. - l n : Women i n  Rice 
sources available t o  those wishing t o  work  on Kalimantan. i The  material ranges f r o m  t h e  histor ical  t o  the  l ingu is t ic  a n d  

Farminq: of a On in Rice i anthropological.  The  s u r v e y  is  presented i n  th ree  sections: Farminq Systems. The  l nternat ional  Rice Research Inst i tute,  
Manila. Phil ippines, 26-30 Sept., 1983. -Aldershot :  Cower, 

I 1 ) h is tor ical  outline; 2 )  s u r v e y  o f  ex is t ing  studies o f  Borneo 

1985, - p .  187-207: bibl., map, tab.  ( pre-World War I I and post-World War 1 1  1 ; 3 )  h is tor iography.  

I dice farming systems i n  t ida l  and coastal swamp areas 
demand specif ic methods o f  labour intensive cul t ivat ion i n  
which women's part ic ipat ion i s  s t i l l  o f  paramount impor- 
tance. The i r  tasks inc lude seed bed  preparation, t ransp lant -  
ing, harvest ing  and processing rice, vegetable and o ther  
secondary c rop  cult ivat ion, f ish ing,  animal husbandry,  and 
household management i nc lud ing  c h i l d  care. T h i s  paper 
examines indigenous r i c e  fa rm ing  systems in t ida l  swamp 
areas o f  Ka l iman tan  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  women in t h e i r  
improvement. Present methods and  f u t u r e  prospects f o r  r i c e  
cul t ivat ion w i th in  mul t i -crop systems are  analyzed. Possible 
effects o f  changes i n  labour and  technology a re  discussed i n  
re la t i on  t o  women's r o l e s .  Extension t r a i n i n g  i n  r i c e  
cultivation, secondary c rop  product ion,  and market ing  i s  
essential. The  establishment o f  women's c red i t  and labour 
cooperatives are  advised. 

BOCK, Carl.  - The Head-hunters o f  Borneo: A Nar ra t i ve  of 
T r a v e l  up t h e  Mahakkam and Down t h e  Bar i to:  Also, 
Journey ing in ~ u m a t r a .  -Repr.  / w i t h  and in t rod.  by R. H. W. 
Reece. -Singapore Cetc. I : O x f o r d  Un ive rs i t y  Press. 1985. -XX I -  
11, 344 p. : ill. - ( O x f o r d  in Asia hardback rep r in t s ) .  -0rig. ed. : 
London: Sampson Low, Marston, Searle and Rivington, 1881. 
[ KITLVd-547-N+] 

T h i s  na r ra t i ve  by t h e  Norwegian natura l is t  a n d  exp lo re r  
Car l  A l f r e d  Bock (1849-1932) provides an account o f  t h e  
journeys Bock made t o  Kalimantan and Sumatra in 1878- 
1879. I t  was or ig ina l ly  publ ished i n  1881, i n  London. In 
t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1878, Bock went t o  t h e  Dutch lnd ies  f o r  t h e  
purpose o f  making a col lect ion o f  t h e  fauna o f  t h e  western 
por t ion  o f  t he  i n te r i o r  o f  Sumatra. While i n  Sumatra, Bock 



was ent rus ted w i t h  a mission t o  Kalimantan b y  t h e  t h e n  
Governor-General o f  t h e  D u t c h  Indies.  J . W. v a n  Lansberge, 
Bock's task was t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  Government w i t h  a r e p o r t  on 
the  nat ive  races o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  and  t o  make observat ions 
about and  col lect ions o f  t h e  local fauna. 
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1 THE BORNEO RESEARCH COUNCIL 

I T h e  Borneo Research Counci l  was founded in 1968 a n d  
i t s  membership consists o f  Fellows, an internat ional  g r o u p  o f  
s c h o l a r s  w h o  a re  professional ly  engaged in research in I Bo rneo .  T h e  goals o f  t h e  Council a re  ( 1 )  t o  promote 
sc ient i f ic  research in Borneo; ( 2 )  t o  permi t  t h e  research 
community, in te res ted Borneo government departments a n d  
o thers  t o  keep abreast  o f  ongoing research and i t s  resu l ts ;  
( 3 )  t o  se rve  as a vehic le f o r  d raw ing  at tent ion t o  u r g e n t  
research problems; ( 4 )  t o  coordinate t h e  f low o f  in format ion 
o f  Borneo research a r i s i ng  f rom many d iverse  sources; ( 5 )  t o  
disseminate r a p i d l y  t h e  in i t ia l  r esu l t s  o f  research ac t i v i t y :  

I a n d  ( 6 )  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  research b y  repo r t i ng  on c u r r e n t  
I c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Counci l  also i nc lude  
1 p r o v i d i n g  counsel a n d  assistance t o  research endeavors. 

c o n s e r v a t i o n  act iv i t ies,  and  t h e  pract ica l  appl icat ion o f  
research resu l ts .  

Suppor t  f o r  t h e  ac t iv i t ies  o f  t h e  Counci l  comes f r o m  
subscr ip t ions  t o  t h e  Borneo Research Bul let in, Fel lowship 
fees,  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  Cont r ibu t ions  have p layed a 
s ign i f i cant  p a r t  in t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Council, andmthey  a re  
always welcome. 

Fellows o f  t h e  Borneo Research Counci l  

T h e  pr iv i leges  o f  Fellows inc lude ( 1  1 par t ic ipa t ion  in 
t h e  organizat ion and  ac t iv i t ies  o f  t he  Council; ( 2 )  right t o  
fo rm committees o f  Fellows t o  deal w i t h  special research 
problems o r  in terests:  ( 3 )  suppor t  o f  t h e  Counci l 's p rog ram 
o f  f u r t h e r i n g  research i n  t h e  social, biological, a n d  medical 
sciences in Borneo; (4) subscr ip t ion  t o  t h e  Borneo Research 
Bu l le t in .  

T h e  Fellows o f  t h e  Counci l  serve as a pool o f  know-  
ledge a n d  exper t ise  on  Borneo matters which may be  d r a w n  
upon t o  deal w i t h  speci f ic  problems bo th  in t h e  f i e l d  o f  
r e s e a r c h  a n d  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  app l ica t ion  o f  sc ien t i f i c  
knowledge. 

Fel lowship in t h e  Counci l  i s  b y  inv i tat ion,  a n d  enqu i -  
r i es  a re  welcomed in t h i s  regard .  



INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS 

Research Notes: These shou ld  be  concerned w i t h  a summary 
of research on a pa r t i cu la r  subject  o r  geographical  area; t h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  r e c e n t  research; a rev iew o f  t h e  l i te ra ture ;  
analyses o f  t h e  s ta te  o f  research; a n d  so f o r t h .  Research 
Notes d i f f e r  f r o m  o the r  con t r i bu t i ons  in t h a t  t h e  material  
covered should b e  based o n  o r i g ina l  research o r  t h e  use o f  
judgment, exper ience a n d  personal knowledge on  t h e  p a r t  o f  
t he  author in t h e  prepara t ion  o f  t h e  material  so t h a t  an 
or ig inal  conclusion is  reached.  

B r i e f  Communications : These d i f f e r  f r o m  t h e  fo rego ing in 
t h a t  no  or ig ina l  conclusions a re  d r a w n  n o r  any  data in 
consist ing p r imar i l y  o f  a statement o f  research in ten t ions  o r  
a summary o f  news, e i t he r  d e r i v e d  f r o m  p r i v a t e  sources o r  
summarized f r o m  items appear ing i n  o the r  places t h a t  may 
not  be read i ly  accessible t o  t h e  readers  o f  t h e  Bu l l e t i n  b u t  
which have an in te res t  and  relevance f o r  them. They  wi l l  - 
b e  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  con t r i bu to r ' s  name in parentheses 
fo l lowing - the  i tem t o  ind ica te  t h e  source. Summaries o f  
news longer t h a n  one o r  t w o  paragraphs w i l l  appear w i t h  
t h e  con t r i bu to r ' s  name u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  a n d  pre faced by 
"From". 

Bib l iographic Section : A B ib l i og raphy  o f  recent  publ icat ions 
wi l l  appear i n  each issue o f  t h e  Bul let in ,  and, consequently, 
r e p r i n t s  o r  o the r  not ices o f  recent  pub l ica t ions  would b e  
g ra te fu l l y  received by t h e  Ed i to r .  

Other  Items: Personal news. b r i e f  summaries o r  research 
act ivi t ies, recent  publ icat ions. and o the r  b r i e f  items wi l l  
appear wi thout  t h e  source speci f ica l ly  indicated.  T h e  Ed i to r  
u rges  those c o n t r i b u t i n g  such news items to  send them in 
t h e  fo rm in wh ich  t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r  wishes them t o  appear 
ra the r  than leav ing  t h i s  t o  t h e  d iscre t ion  o f  t h e  Ed i to r .  

Workinq Papers: Research r e p o r t s  o r  papers exceeding 10 
double-spaced pages w i l l  be  pub l ished as Working Papers. 
Authors who submit  such papers  w i l l  be  consul ted b y  t h e  
Edi tor  who, upon obta in ing  an au tho r ' s  consent, wi l l  ed i t  
and process t h e  paper f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  by p r i v a t e  o rde r .  A 
l i s t  o f  Work ing  Papers, w i t h  t h e  cost  o f  each, w i l l  b e  
inc luded in each issue o f  t h e  Bu l le t in .  

i A l l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  should b e  sent  t o  t h e  Edi tor ,  Borneo 
Research Bul let in ,  c l o  Department o f  Anthropology.  Col lege 
o f  William and  Mary, Will iamsburg, VA 23185, U.S.A.  

I STYLE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 

1 P l e a s e  s u b m i t  a l l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  d o u b l e - s p a c e d .  
Research Notes and B r i e f  Communications should be  l im i ted  

I 

t o  approximately e igh t  double-spaced pages. Footnotes a r e  
t o  b e  avoided wherever  possible. Bib l iographies shou ld  b e  

I 
l i s ted  alphabetical ly by author  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  con t r i -  
bu t ions :  au tho r  should appear on  a separate line, t hen  date, 
t i t l e  o f  art ic le, journal,  volume number, and pages. F o r  
books. inc lude place o f  publ icat ion and f i na l l y  pub l isher .  
References i n  t h e  body  o f  cont r ibu t ions  should be  c i ted  b y  
a u t h o r ' s  last  name, date, and page number as fol lows: 

I (Smi th  1950:36-41). Fo r  punctuat ion  and  capital izat ion r e f e r  
t o  B ib l iograph ic  Section. 

Names m e n t i o n e d  in t h e  News  Sec t i on  a n d  o the r  
unc red i ted  cont r ibu t ions  w i l l  be capital ized and under l ined.  

I A r t w o r k  is  t o  be  submit ted i n  professional ly prepared,  
c a m e r a - r e a d y  copy.  Costs i n c u r r e d  b y  t h e  Counci l  i n  
rep roduc ing  maps o r  i l lus t ra t ions  wi l l  be  charged t o  t h e  
author .  

I 
SUBSCRIPTION CHARGES 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  c u r r e n t  r a t e s  f o r  Fel lows a n d  
Subscr ibers  in t h e  respect ive  countr ies:  

1 FELLOWSHIP FEE: 

Australia A$7.00 Netherlands D.Fl.25 
Belgium B.Fr. 400 New Zealand NZ$8.00 

. Brunei M$12.00 Norway N.Kr. 50 
Canada $10.00 Phillippines P25 
Denmark D . K r .  55 Singapore S$12.00 



France N.Fr. 45 
Germany DM255 
Hong Kong HK$40 
Indonesia RP 1000 
Israel IH 35.00 
Japan Yen 2500 
Malaysia M$12.00 

SUBSCRIPTION FEE 

Brunei US$7.00 
Indonesia US$5.00 
Malaysia US$7.00 

Spain Pesetas 200 
Sweden S.Kr. 35 
Switzerland S. Fr. 25 
Thai land Baht 100 
U.S.S.R. Rs. 10 
United Kingdom L3 
U.S.A. 

Philippines US$5.00 
Singapore US$7.00 
All other 
parts of the 
world US$7.00 


