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NOTES rn THE EDITOR 
R E S E A R C H  N O T E S  

Cbmitmnts of reports on current and recent research already have been 
received for  the next issue of the Bulletin. Inka Pekkanen has s h  
mi t ted  a study of sound changes in Kadazan dialects of Sabah; Andrew P. 
Vayda w i l l  describe his research in K a l h t a n ;  and George N. Appell 
w i l l  analyze the s t a t e  and probable future of Bornean folklore. In  
addition, a r t i c les  have been so l ic i t ed  from several scholars currently 
mdcing i n  Borneo. Given the decline of f i e l d  research during the past  
decade, it is encouraging indeed to receive both reports on and news 

i 
concerning current projecks. 

It has been f ive  years since the last "List of Fellaws" was published. 
trk have prepared a list which includes Fellows and individml subscribers 
for the next issue. I f  you anticipate a change of address and want to 
have an address l i s t e d  different  from our current one, please advise the 
Editor of any change prior  to February 1, 1981. 

We express our appreciation to the following persons fo r  the continuing 
financial support of the Bulletin: J. P. Andriesse, J. B. A& Peter 
Beavitt, Ian Black, Gale Dixon, Jack Golson, Linda Amy KinsM11, Christine 
Padoch, R a p n d  Rudes, C. H. S o u ~ l l ,  Peter Thorn,  and William Wilder. 

m BORNEO R E S m  COUNCIL 

The Borneo Research Council was founded in 1968 and its membership 
consists of Fellows, an international group of scholars who a re  
professionally engaged in research in Borneo. The goals of the 
Council are  (1) to  p r m t e  sc ien t i f i c  research in the social ,  bio- 
logical and medical sciences in Borneo; (2) t o  permit the research 
commmity, interested Borneo g o v m n t  d e p a r m t s  and others to  
keep abreast of ongoing research and i ts  resul ts ;  (3) to serve a s  a 
vehicle for  drawing attention to urgent research problems; (4)  t o  
coordinate the flow*£ information on Borneo research ar is ing from 
m y  diverse sources; (5) to  disseminate rapidly the i n i t i a l  resu l t s  
of research act ivi ty;  and (6 )  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  research by reporting 
on current conditions. The functions of the Council a l so  include 
providing counsel and assistance to research endeavors, conservation 
act ivi t ies ,  and the pract ical  application of research results.  

Support for the ac t iv i t i es  of the Council comes from subscriptions to 
the Borneo Research Bulletin, F e l l w h i p  fees, and contributions. 
Cant-r o n i i p ~ s i g n i f i c a n t  art in  the support of the 
Council, and they are always welcume. & l i t e w d  on Page 71) - 

THE UPPER M A H W  AREA 

Bernard J. L. Sel lato 
Tiong Ohang , K a l h t a n  

Che of this paper is b give sorre geographical and ethnological 
i n f o m k o n  0n .a  little knmn part of Indonesian East Kalimntan: the  
Jppr Mahakam area. These data cover three kecamatan, Long Bagun, Long 
Pahangai, and Long Apari, i n  kabupaten Kutei. This area is about 15,000 
square kilcnwters wide and its total population is about 8,300 persons. 
Access to the upper r i v e r  is d i f f i c u l t  because of a se r ies  of lengthy 
rapids and because there is no mad o r  a i r s t r i p .  On the other hand, 
there is very l i t t l e  t r a f f i c  across the muntains to Central and West 
Kalhmtan and to Sarawak. Hence, this area is emnomically undeveloped 
in conprison to the areas below the rapids. 

4 list of the vi l lages and a list of the ethnic groups of the Upper 
Wakam is given belw. The Nle r  muntain range between East and West 
K a l M t a n  seem to have been the tribes skill l iv ing  i n  t h a t  vicini ty ,  
and also of tribes which long ago mved f a r  away. m n g  the f o m r  a r e  
the Pohengflenihing, the Bukat, the Punan-Penyavung (Bungan, Belatung, 
Kereho) , a l l  of  whom were still sago-eating n m d s  when the Kayan arrived. 
Anong the l a t t e r  are the  Tunjunq-Lingang ( n w  i n  kecamatan BaLXng Tbngkok) , 
and probably also the Ot-Danum, o r  a part of them. The Um'Suling, s t i l l  
farther downstream, and U m l W a k ,  m w  i n  Long Bagun, while not native to 
the Mler range, spent mch t h z  there during the  migration. Then cam 
the Kayan from the Apokayan and the Busang along the Boh r iver ,  and the 
Bahau along the mre eastern t r ibu ta r ies  of the Mahakam. On the Upper 
Mahakam, the m j o r i t y  is called Bahau-Busang, while the Kayan a r e  not 
considered Busang (and vice versa).  The Busang language long ago  bean^ 
a lingua franca from Long Iram to mng Apari. About t h i r t y  years ago and 
continuing to the present, the Kenyah carre from Fpokayan, while newcomrs 
from dwnriver a re  introducing Islam in the upper reaches of the Mahakarn. 

The Ethnic Groups ..>- 

Bahau and Busang look upon themselves as  two di f fe ren t  p u p s .  The self-  
acknowledged principal difference is i n  language. The Wlsang (or Bahau- 
- 

jam) say jaan,  "no," while the Bahau (or  Bahau-bate) say b a t e .  A second 
difference re la tes  to t h e i r  locations. ?he Bahau area is kecamatan Long 
Iram (Laham, Tering, and Long Hubung). In  the area considered i n  t h i s  
paper ( i -e . ,  upriver) only Busang a r e  to be found (kecamatan Long Bagm 



and Long Pahangai). ?he Busang are  divided into m y  mall groups, each 
of which is independent and has its own hipui (rajah). A l l  of them 
consider themelves Busang and part of the Bahau group, and as sharing a 
m n  place of origin, the Fpokayan. They d i f fer  i n  their  histories and 
the routes and -s of arr ival  in the Mahakam. Sure cam along the Boh 
River, xmst in fact ,  m cam? from Sarawak, andotherspossibly from West 
Kalimntan. Each small group had a specific dialect, but today m s t  of 
these dialects are lo s t  or  incorporated into the lingua franca. The Um' 
Suling dialect seem to be considered the original Busang language, while 
the:CbM!Wak dialect  sounds like Balui-Kayan. !lhe Busang sub-groups are: 

~&'Asa,  a s m l l  group in mng Hirai. 
W'Tuan, their  f i r s t  place on the Mahakam being around Long Lunuk, where 

there a h  still 20 families. There are 15 families in Data Naha and 
seven families i n  Ujoh Bilang, which s p l i t  off from Long Lunuk. Four 
families mved recently from Long Lunuk to mng Hubung Baru (kecamtan 
Long Iram), and sm to Marnahak Kilir. 

W'Wak, the original population of Long Bagun Hulu. lhey cam from the 
Serantah River (kecamatan Long A p a r i )  where they bere living near o r  
with the Lhm'Suling. 

W'Mahak, originally i n  PBmhak Hilir ,  where mst of them still live. 
Seven families were transported from there to Data Naha by a former 
Long Gelat rajah of Ujoh Bilang. 

Urm'Suling, from the Batu Macan, on the upper Serantah, to Iong Ism. 
Tbu groups from Iong Isun found Long Pahangai and Long Lirei (or Naha 
Aru') . A group from Long Lirei mved to Lirung Ubing. 

W ' P a l a  (or e), carre f m  the Apokayan along the Boh and set t led 
on the upper DanumMusan river, where they fought against and mre 
defeated by the Long Gelat of Long Tuyo'. Five families f o l l m d  the 
Long Gelat secession to Ujon Bilang. 

W1 Wpai, as  the W ' Pala, los t  a w a r  w i t h  the Long Gelat, no longer 
have a h i p u i  of the i r  own, and are under the authority of the Long 
Gelat rajah of Long hryo'. 

Um' Iekue, an i n d e m e n t  subgroup, f o m r l y  living in Liu Mulang, MW 

a l l  have mved to Long Tuyo' . 
W'Urut ,  six families in Long Lunuk, three m r e  families recently mved 

to mnu Hubuna Bnru. 
CbM'Sam, an irrportant subgroup i n  the past, m only five families i n  

Lonq Lunuk. 
'Bang ~ e l a u ,  claim to have rn from Sarawak, include five families in 

Long Lunuk and five which recently mved to Iong Hubung Baru. 

(Note: The BYsang CbMILuhat have been living on the Upper M a i n  (Palu' 
River), and long ago mved to long Kelian (kecamatan Long Iram) . 
Long Gelat cam= from the Apokayan (Gelat River, Upper Bahau) , and ' f i rs t  
set t led a t  Long Gelat (@ah River, Boh). They then mved to the Mahakam 
just above the rapids, where they defeated and dmha ted  the Ltm'Pala and 
the Vma'Tepai. The Long Gelat language is said to have been the san-e a s  
that of the Long W a i  and Wdang, but has changed through Ung Gelat 
contact with the Busang. Every Long Gelat can speak fluent Busang, but 
ahmst no Busang can speak Long Gelat. Their historic center is around 
Long Tuyo' and Long Tepai, but m groups went to  Long Lunuk, where eight 



families l ive  today, and to Ujoh Bilang, with eleven families. In Data 
Naha, there are eight  families from Ujoh ESlang, se t t l ed  there by a f o m r  
rajah of Ujoh Bilang. lbm mre families mved f m  Long Lunuk to Long 
Hubung Baru recently. ! 

I 
Kayan, cam from the Fpokayan and defeated a few mall local trikes. - 
lhrough assimilation of the i r  m y  slaves, t h e i r  language changed. 
Both Busang and Kayan consider themselves different  groups. The Kayan 
always have been strongly united, fonning only one large village, now 
Long Kuling (Long Paka') , unt i l  recently when sore mved dawnriver to 
Long Melaham (population, 3501, to Laham (ten families, kecamatan Long 
Iram), and a few families to Ujoh Bilang. 

Poheng are called Penihing by the Busang, and are conprised of f ive  sub- 
groups of different origins: 

Long Apari, the only apparent autochtonous tribe, l iving a s  sago-eating 
n m d s  on the uppmmst t r ibu ta r ies  of the Wxkam up to the middle of 
the last century. T k m t y  families mved from the larye vi l lage of 
Long Apari to Ujoh Bilang. 

Kerio, considered a group which seceded from Long Apari long ago- 
Huvung, originated pro parte  from the &okayan and small nomadic 

t r ibes  from the sources of the  Kapuas, se t t l ing  on the Huvung River. 
They now l i v e  in Lirung Aham. 

Tiong Bu'u, seem to be a blend of mll tribes from the sources of the 
m, of Utm'Suling and of Punan-Seratah (Punan-Wrah) . Their 
village today is Akeng Noha. e, part of whom seem to have corn f m  the &okayan and across 
Sarawak to the Upper Kapuas and to have in tamwried  with local  
m d i c  tribes. They migrated to the Cihan River to w h i c h  they gave 
the nam pf their f o m r  center in the &okayan (the Cihan River on 
the middle Boh). Their main vil lage now is Tiong Ohang, £ram which 
a group recently mved to Long Bagun H i l i r ,  and ten families to Iaham. 

A l l  these groups wnsider  themselves a s  forming one t r ibe ,  although they . 
have no connnn rajah. m e i r  language is the s m  (Aoheng) , with only 
s l igh t  differences in accent from one group to another. Poheng is close 
t o  Punan-Penyavimg,,but FDheng speakers cannot understand Bukat a t  all. 

The Seputan are part of the Penihing l ingu is t i c  group today, although they 
say their language previously w a s  canpletely different.  They a l so  say 
that  they always have lived on the Kasau-Penane basin, and that  they 
originate f m  t m  f o m r  tribes, one of which was probably similar to 
Negrito groups. These m d s  s e t t l e d  down and took up agriculture by the 
beginning of this century. A f t m d s ,  t h e i r  three clans gathered i n  
Long Penane and mved to Long Mutai in 1970 where they established three 
villages. S a w  families from lrong Mutai 1 mved to Batu &rang near 
Long Kelian. 

Bukat are part  of the Bukat group of th4u&er Kapuas, and episodically 
foll&ed the fanning a c t i v i t i e s  of  the  Huvung sukgroup f ran  the end of 
the l a s t  century. Abut  50 years ago they took up swidden agriculture 
with the help of the Long Apari subgroup. Their vi l lage is still in 
Noha Tivap. 

O t  Danum cam? from up the Mahakam and s e t t l e d  a t  Long Boh and Long Nyaan, 
near the rapids. They then mved to Batu Kelau, and a few families are i n  
Long Bagun Hulu. They seem to form a sm11 part of the or iginal  O t  M u m  
population of the Upper Mahakam. Their language has ahmst  disap-d 
through contacts with other  groups; the area between Long Boh and Long 
Bagun, despite the rapids, is a s o r t  of crossroads. 

Bakcmpai cam= from Central K a l h t a n ,  s e t t l i n g  long ago i n  the Ratah 
River area and on the Mahakam Hulu. There are scm in alrrPst every vi l lage 
b e l w  the rapids, and a few upriver. The Bakumpai have converted to Islam. 

Malays se t t l ed  years ago in Delang Krohong. Though not nurrerous, they are  
s t i l l  Pbslems but have been cul tural ly  and l inguis t i ca l ly  assimilated by 
t h e i r  Kayan ne iqhbrs  of mng Kuling. 

Punan,i.e. ,  the so-called Punan-Wrah, have been mving to the Upper 
-. About 1900 they were found around the Upper Seratah, then on the 
Meraseh about 1925 to 1930, l a t e r  on the Nyaan. Fecently, they have been 
reset t led from the Vpper Merah to Long Wrah. 

Kenyah are n e w m s  to the Mahakam, although they often raided this area 
i n  the past. 

Um'T;kung cam? from Sungai Earang (Upper Kayan) t o  Long Mujut (LaJer 
Boh), and then t o  Batu irlajang. 

Lepu Tau nnved from Long Nawang and s e t t l e d  i n  Rukun D a m i .  This vi l lage,  
althou* larger, is still part of desa Long Merah, but w i l l  soon be 
given the s t a t u t e  of desa on its own. 

Other Kenyah groups mved through the Upper Mahakam £ram the Boh downst~am. 
The W ' J a l a n ,  from Long Ampung (Apkayan), f i r s t  stayed a t  D a t a  Bunyoh 
(bwer Boh), and then s e t t l e d  i n  the large vi l lage of Data Bilang (kecamatan 
Long Iram) , together with a fract ion of the UmalBakung of Wtulang (Vpper 
Ogah River). The Upper Boh and Ogah area, forrrerly par t  of kecamatan Long 
Bagun, is now part of kecamatan Kayan Hulu (kabupaten Bulungan); Several 
Kenyah villages i n  t h i s  area, Metulang and Mahak Baru (Uma'Bakung), D m  
kBhak, Long Lebusan, and the mu7ang vi l lage of Long Top (Hu' River), are 
now of f ic ia l ly  depending on Long Nawang. 

Miscellaneous groups l i v e  i n  the Upper Mahakam area in addition t o  those 
already discussed. These form no separate c o m i t i e s  and include Siang, 
Murung, F ' u n a n - m g ,  Tunjung, Bugis, Kutai, sore Javanese, and a few 
Chinese. 

The Villages 

Kecamatan Long &gun included 11,750 square k i l m t e r s ,  within which is the 
Boh-Ogah area, but has been reduced to 6,500 square k i l m t e r s .  The ppula -  
t ion  is 4,069 persons, l iv ing  i n  11 vil lages which are, from downstream: 1 

Long Hurai: Busang Urm'Asa, population 126 (77 Catholics, 36 mslems, and 
ten Protestants).  
Long Merah: Punan-Merah, som Poheng and Busang; ppula t ion  137 (74 
Catholics, 14 M s l e m ,  and 36 Protestants) .2 
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Fukun mi: Kenyah Lepu Tau; population, 620 (Protestants).  
M a k  Hilir: Busang WIFI'Mahak and ~ ' T L U I ;  population, 663 (Catholics). 
Mamahak Hulu: Bakurpai; population, 236 (mslenr;). 
Long Wlaham: Kayan and som Bakmpi; '  population, 379 (318 Catholics, 
61 kbslems) . 
Ujoh Bilang: capi tal  village; or iginal  population, Long Gelat (11 families),  
Busang Uma'Tuan (seven families),  Busang W ' P a l a  (five families).  Others 
include Tunjung from Dami, other Busang groups, Bakmpai, Bugis, Kutai, 
and Kayan. m u n g  Baru, a little downstream: Aoheng Long Apari (20 
families). Total population, 884 (676 Catholics, 146 Qslems, 15 . 
Protestants, 4 7 t radi t ional  religion) . 
Long Bagun H i l i r :  Aoheng Cihan; population, 244 (224 Catholics, 20 Wslerns). 
mng Bagun Hulu: or iginal  population, Busang Uma'Wak (15 families).  Others 
include M Danum, Poheng, Punang-!mrung, Siang, Kayan, -, Bugis and 
Javanese. Total population, 370 (254 Catholics, 51 Nz~slems, and 65 
traditional religion) . 
Batu Majang: Kenyah UmlTukung, population, 310 (271 Catholics, 36 Protestants) . 
Batu Kelau: original population, Ot Danum. Others are Siang, Aoheng, 
Busang, Punan-Murung, Kayan, and Baklnpai; population, 100 (33 Catholics, 
5 mslerrs, and 62 t radi t ional  rel igion) .  

Kecamatan Long Pahangai has an area of 3700 square k i l o m k s  and a 
ppulat ion of 4,016. The villages from downstream are:3 
Liu Mulang: Busang 'Lekue; abandoned. 
Long Tuyo': or iginal  population, Long Gelat, Busang Uma'Pala, and m ' w p i  
(39 7) . Newcorers include Busang Urn ' Lekue from Liu Iblang (119 persons) , 
which still holcl the s ta tu te  of desa. An overwhelmingmjority is Catholic. 
mng Pahangai has been divided i n t o  two desa: Long Pahangai 1, ppula t ion ,  
870 Busang Uma' Suling, and the cap i ta l  of kecamatan, and Long Pahangai 2, 
ppulat ion,  235 Busang Uma'Suling. Nemomrs i n  both vi l lages include 
other Busang,'Kayan, and Bugis. The bulk of the population is Catholic, 
but there are  about 200 kt~slm, m t l y  i n  Long Pahangai 2, and a msque 
is being bui l t .  
Naha Aru' : m l S u l i n g ,  popuiation, 176.~ 
Long I sm:  Uma'Suling, population, 360. Both Naha Aru' and Long Isun are 
on the Wraseh River. 
Data Naha: Busang Urn 'Tuan (15 families) , Busang Urn 'Mahak (7 families) , 
long Gelat (8 f d E e s )  , c a p r i s i n g  a population of 188 persons. 
Lirung Ubing: h a n g  Uma'Suling, and a few Busang Bang Kelau; population, 249. 
Long Lunuk: Busang Uma"man (20 families),  Long Gelat (eight families),  
Busang Chna' Urut (s ix families) , Busang UIM' Sam (f ive families) , Busang Bang 
Kelau (five families); population, 467. 
Long Kuling: Kayan; population, 873. 
Oelang Krohong: Kayanized Malays; population, 84 hbslenr; with msque. 

Kecamatan Long Apari includes about 5,000 square k i l m t e r s .  (The o f f i c i a l  
figure of 63,000 square k i l m t e r s  is highly questionable). The villages 
frcnn downstream are : 
mng Mutai 3: Seputan f r m  Long Penane; ppula t ion ,  98. 
k m g  Mutai 2 : Seputan from Long Penane; population, 90. 
I m c ~  Mutai 1: Seputan from Long Penane; population, 189. 

Long Kerio: Foheng Kerio; population, 250. 
Tiong Ohang: Toheng Cihan, a few Busang, Kayan, and Bugis; the cap i ta l  
village, population, 303. There are about a dozen mslens,  nnstly 
c i v i l  servants. 
Akeng hbha (also knm as Tiong Bu'u) : Aoheng Tiong Bu'u; ppula t ion ,  267. 
Lirung Aham: Foheng Huvung; population, 224. 
Noha Tivap: Bukat; population, 131. 
Long Apari: M e n g  Long Apari; population, 616. 

New Horizons 

While the kecamatan Long Bagun is mnnected to -11 downriver rrarket- 
toam such*as Long Iram by traders'  river boats (the vi l lage of Long 
Bagun being their last s top) ,  the two other kecamatan are ahove the  rapids 
ahd can only be reached by longbats .  Only sm11-scale trade has p e -  
t rated there, and essent ial  itens reach very high prices. (The price of 
a package of s a l t  i n  Long Apari is ten to twenty tim the pr ice i n  Sam- 
rinda, and s a l t  is not always available.) Because of these d i f f i c u l t  
l iving conditions, and the total lack of jobs, the two kecamatan above 
the rapids have l o s t  about one-fourth of t h e i r  population i n  the l a s t  ten 
years. The Indonesian g o v e m t  is n m  launching a r e s e t t l e m t  program 
(RGSPEN f o r  Resetelmen ~enduduk) i n  the area above the rapids. An air- 
s t r i p  w i l l  be cleared in Data Dawai,  and the population frcnn several 
villages, including those between Data Naha and Delang Krohong, w i l l  be 
reset t led in a large vi l lage close to the a i r s t r i p .  Upstream, a l l  the 
villages from Akeng Noha to Long Apari w i l l  be mved close to Tiong Ohang. 
Then, because the g o v e m t  wants t o  protect primary jungle and forbids 
ladang l i a r  (swidden cul t ivat ion) ,  the population is expected to adopt 
wt-ria? cultivation with the help of g o v e m t  experts. A t  the sm 
time, secondary schools (SMP) ,  health centers (PUSI(ESMAS) with a doctor, 
and other f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  be b u i l t  in the resettlerrent centers. Handi- 
c ra f t s  and t radi t ional  arts w i l l  be stimulated. The RESPETJ program w i l l  
be of f ic ia l ly  launched for  kecamatan Long Apari by the middle of 1980, and 
even i f  the area above the  rapids cannot rea l ly  develop econcmically and 
prices =in high because of transportation costs ,  a t  l e a s t  the people's 
l ives  w i l l  be easier ,  especially when tourism begins to f l m  in.  

1. 'Ihe population and rel igion s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f o r  the  year 1979, issued 
in January 1980 by the kecamatan of f ice  in Ujoh Bilang. 
2. The major religious groups are rn Catholics, Protestants,  Qslems 
and self-declared "animists" o r  persons practicing t h e i r  t radi t ional  
religion. 
3. The population s t a t i s t i c s  are £or the year 1979, issued ~&uary 
1980 from the kecamatan of f ice  in Long Pahangai. 
4. When there is no indication of religion, it can be asswed t h a t  the 
ppula t ion  is 95 percent Catholic. 
5. The population s t a t i s t i c s  a re  f o r  the year 1979, issued i n  January 
1980 from the kecamatan of f ice  in Tiong Ohang. S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  rel igion 
indicate that  the population of the kecamatan is alnost 100 percent 
Catholic. 
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The essay inn-ediately fo l lwing  was prepared as a preface to the second 
v o l m  of Carol Fakenstein's collection of o r a l  m t e r i a l  from Sarawak, 
soon to be published by Ohio University Press. !Pmt v o l m ,  cal led 
Flying Si lver  Wssage Stick and containing several long Iban, Bidayuh 
and Kelabit narrative songs, has sincebeen carbined with the f i r s t  volm 
of shorter mrks into a s ingle  book (The Honey % Song: Poems, Chants, 
and Epics of Sarawak Dayaks). Prefaces to the second volurre had to be 
omitted; this one is presented here fo r  what in te res t  there m y  be i n  
its brief survey, fo r  the general reader, of soni= of the possible emic 
and e t i c  responses to tradi t ional  o ra l  l i t e ra ture .  Following it are 
introductory mnnrks on the ora l  text with which I myself have been privi- 
leged to work, the Kayan epic  cycle Takna' Lawe', with a few instances of 
the type of contribution it m y  me toward ethnographic interpretation. 

Bomean poetry is song, a s  Carol Fakenstein saw: shared experiences, a 
thehonored  collaboration be- singer's a b i l i t i e s  and hexers' needs. 
Song-'&ems with no echo in l i f e  are the soonest to be forgotten; t h i s  is 
happening n w  wherever perceived needs change, and it is a process t h a t  
has produced between each ora l  l i t e ra ture  and its culture congruences 
corrplex enough to awe readers aware of a l l  they must miss. But the f i r s t  
hearers of the songs m y  themselves respnd  on multiple levels,  taking them 
a s  prescriptive o r  cathart ic ,  a s  mdels  fo r  perception, a s  d r a m t i c  art, 
wordplay, fun; a t  l e a s t  a glance a t  these p r e s m d  ef fec t s  could suggest 
ways for  thoser of us not of a culture to approach its o r a l  poetry, and scme 
of the reactions t h a t  we and its hearers can share. 

Easiest to trace are di rec t  parallels between Bornean l i t e ra ture  and its 
context, especially perhaps through the shorter songs i n  R L I I x I I S ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~  
collection, whose arrangerrent by topic brings out the family likenesses i n  
the and s t y k  .that just i fy a cer tain arrount of pan-Dayak generalization. 
Here h m  relati&hips with wild nature, tan?= a n h l s  and grain, with 
other h m s  i n  love and war and structured society, with sp i r i tua l  powers 
i n  and above a l l ,  appear linked by mtaphor i n  a pattern that lends even 
exact description som of the energy of charter myth, bonding hearers i n  
the assurance tha t  there is unity and value i n  a l l  they do. We m y  f e e l  
sorrething similar as themes recur, each & better known, gaining i n  inpact 
as the i r  relationships emerge; i n  this the  songs shaw their artistic autonmy, 
serving a s  guides to t h e i r  awn conventions. That these are conventions, not 
sinple reflections of perceived exprience,  is c lear  f m  m t e r i a l  i n  the 
songs that  goes beyond social  o r  natural law, presenting an ideal  o r  a warn- 
ing; both can still be seen as s tabi l iz ing,  , a  harmless release fo r  tensions 
the laws' limits create. It muld  follow'that o ra l  l i t e ra ture  a f f i r m  custom 
ary values by definition, m v e r  it deals with them; a familiar tenet,  still 
useful but s t a t i c  in its focus on ultimate ends. Even a society slow to 
change finds expression it its l i t e ra ture  on m y  levels  between the  l i t e r a l  

and the corrpensatory, w i t h  a range of  maning t h a t  the songs exploi t  to 
b d i a t e  drmtic and transcendant effect .  

'IPle longer narrative songs provide mt scope f o r  canplex creat ive rmneu- 
vering, m r e  perhaps than t h e i r  content reveals. Their world, vividly 
Bomean, peopled by individuals we f o l l m  i n  action long enough to know, 
permated with sp i r i tua l  power i n  patterns mrked by events s t a r t l i n g  for  
all t h e i r  logic, has the range and force of subjective rea l i ty ;  but it 
might be predicted t h a t  t h e i r  singers would confirm what de ta i l s  of the 
songs suggest, t h a t  this is s m t k i n g  other than our world of ground-level 
hurrans. Song-tales in rrany Bornean cultures, like in-tions and soul- 
journeys, draw upon a category of beings with t h e i r  awn particular n m  
and nature! ccmprehensively described f o r  Kayans by Pastor A. J. Ding Ngo 
with S. Lil' ~ong i n  supplerent to the  l a t t e r ' s  long epic, the  Takna' Lawe': 
Borneans of the s p i r i t  m r l d ,  110t the human dead but cousins t o  h m s  by 
descent from the law-giving de i t i es ,  inte-ate between the in 
sp i r i tua l  power, i n h t e  with s p i r i t s  -1 and mnstrous, but i n  the i r  
way of l i f e  ent i rely h w ,  able even to die. There can be considerable 
advantage in protagonists a s  capable of ml t i - l eve l led  maning a s  the t a les  
themselves: they lend t h e i r  awn prestige and power to human custnm both by 
following it and indirect ly ,  by showing the exceptional vigor it takes to 
break it; and i n  t h e i r  exp l ic i t  interaction with s p i r i t u a l  powers and beings 
they a c t  out  the deeper dynamics t h a t  s t ructure both the social  and natural 
worlds, patterning h- perceptions, helping to create  the subjective m r l d  
to which the songs in t u n  give the force of  ins t i tu t ion .  Sl ight  dai ly  f m  
and nysteries a re  shown to have m n g ,  mde par t  of a whole t h a t  takes in 
the mst profound: even the dying m y  take sm comfort i n  future neighbors 
already familiar,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  a way of l i f e  which proves t h a t  h w s  can 
be d r t a l .  The souls '  guide, the s h m ,  m y  himself f ind a personal mdel 
anwng the spirit-people: the c m n  tale- thew of quest,  the hero's search 
f o r  sm way to restore a damaged harnnny, seems in outline and d e t a i l  
(reshaping on a blacksmith's forge, journeys t o  other  levels  of the cosms, 
even the flying, speaking dmm t h a t  some Kelabit epics shod as siler) to be 
a refract ion o r  a r t i s t i c  recreation of pmtotypical  s h d c  experience. As 
sung, then, whether the  singer fee l s  the quest as h i s  own o r  sinply makes 
use of it, it can be- a self-perpetuating pat tern f o r  humans with a g i f t  
for  transcendence; and l i k e  other songs of the s p i r i t s  it a f f i r m  by the 
very f a c t  of its form31 existence t h a t  vision--dangerous enough to &re 
of any who deal in its specif ic  training and soul-protection-can be t a ~ d ,  
structured, its power put to use. 

Between song-content and hearer stands the song a s  its singer p e r f o m  it, 
language heightened into drama by its delivery, ~~s by chorus, costurre 
o r  dance, aunmnly too by amsphere ,  the surrounding night, t i r e d  hearers' 
tension, r i c e  beer: a multi-levelled event in i t s e l f ,  essent ial  for the f u l l  
expression of the s inger 's  power and s k i l l .  A11 t h a t  survives transcription 
is the language; a t  l e a s t  i n  the investmnt  of e f f o r t  mde to follow it, 
inescapable whatever the translation, we share one specif ic  response with 
mst of its f i r s t  hearers. The language of Bornean poetry, sui table  a s  
speech to s p i r i t s  o r  of them and b o m d  even i n  secular songs, typically 
blends archaic mrds , dialect ,  loans; it m y  p i l e  up synonyms, invert mrd 
order; it can change a s  sung, sinply f o r  euphony; and l i k e  o ra l  s t y l e  in 
every culture it is dense with capsule formula and d t i - f a c e t e d  repetition. 



In a l l  of th i s  it paral le ls  content, ranging l ike  the spirit-people 
themelves between mundane and cryptically esoteric; and l i k e  its own 
mtaphoric linkages and form, it can be seen as an assurance of an ulti- 
m t e  order, an a f f i rmt ion  that  i n  what seem arbi t rary there is attain- 
able m i n g ,  though it m y  be known fu l ly  to experts o r  even to s p i r i t s  
alone. R?aders not of a similar cult-, hmever familiar they beam 
with the natural detai ls ,  the sylrbols and stories upon which mtaphor 
and f o m l a  build, m y  find it hard to f e e l  m than the presence of 
that  unifying vision. N o t  f o r  som centuries has the ideal @stern poet 
k e n  an i n i t i a t e ,  the trained custodian of t radi t ional  mystery, bardd; 
the logic of written poetry is personal, p e l ~ ~ n e n t  in form and transient  
i n  substance rather than the reverse; the singer a s  channel for social  
forces, shaper of a s e t  of mind tha t  serves social ends, seems a t  least 
as exotic as  in the role  of seer  o r  s e e r ' s  colleague, soul-endangered 
wrestler with the el-ts of shannnic inspiration. But perhaps just  
this loss  of f a i t h  in a universal order m y  f ree  us to accept it a s  an 
aesthetic choice, t o  enter  the singer's world while the song lasts, as 
we do to the l i m i t  of our h l e d g e  and a b i l i t y  f o r  artists of any place 
o r  t k .  However close and subt le  the bonds betwen a song and its 
tradition, spak ing  through it, giving it voice i n  specific a c t s  of art, 
is a l iving individual; this is the universal ful ly  shared, the h m  
flesh on ethnography's bsnes; and here it is thanks to Carol Rubenstein 
i f ,  when m e a n s  themselves have no choice but to respond as ve must now, 
this voice w i l l  s t i l l  be heard. 

The reference above to t h e ,  Takna' Lawe' was a t  the the of writing m r e  
private than practical:  within the next few mnths,  hcwever;an intro- 
duction (ernic an8 e t i c )  to this remrkable Kayan song-cycle w i l l  be 
available from the Center f o r  Southeast Asian Studies a t  the University of 
Wisconsin (4113 Helen C. Wkite Hall).  In its present form, the Takna' 
consists of f ive  separate ta les ,  a l l  centered on a single spirit-hero: 
Lawe' (515 verses),  Nyalo (1874), Juk dpui (796), To' Magung (19021, and 
Lirung Buaa ' (1965) . A l l  have been transcribed by t h e i r  singer, Lii' Long 
of the Mendalam i n  West Kalhmntan, with theenmuragemrit of the  area 's  
Kayan Pastor A. J. Ding Nqo, who then typed them, standardizing spel l ing 
and punctuation, and translated them l i n e  by l i n e  into Indonesian. I mde 
preliminary mglish translations of the two shortest texts  (the f i r s t  
conpleted) i n  the Wndalarn i n  1973, with the help of the Pastor 's versions 
and both m ' s  advice; s h e  then I have continued to work on the t a l e s  
as I received them, f i r s t  through the Indonesian, then from the or iginal  
Kayan texts  sent ea r l i e r  to D r .  J&IW Rousseau of % G i l l  University. His 
help with conprat ive data on the culture and language of Balui Kayans 
(mst similar in both to the Mndalam), along with older published research 
both mglish and Dutch, have been hiyhly valuable supplemnts to the m s  
of information provided by Pastor Ding in h i s  notes, wrrespondence and 
travel journals, primary source so f a r  f o r  my translations, glossaries 
and interpretations. 

The tales  share a uniform and kiyhly fom&ized s tyle:  each verse contains 
from two to f i f teen l ines  (averaging jus6under seven), a l l  with a commn 
f inal  rhyw except for  the l a s t  and longest, which ends w i t h  one of 27 
m s  o r  nouns each of which leads t o  a speficic six-syllable chorus. Other 

fixed fomulas are repeated throughout, the mst frequent being the f i f t y  
o r  so praise-name3 f o r  noblwen o r  (ha1f)for Lawe1 alone, s t ressing physical 
and sp i r i tua l  power, with an equal nmber t h a t  qual i+ a wmm by her radi- 
ance. Wm% identical but f o r  t h e i r  endings, groups of t i e d  adjectives and 
of synonyms clustered around focal words (twenty f o r  r iw, e igh t  f o r  ciga- 
rettes o r  sirih) , all like the praise-names form sets of  al ternat ives avail- 
able to f i l l  out  a rhym, and so a l s o  to f i t  s ingle  subjects into the 
different  rhym-schems of d i s tan t  o r  juxtapsed parallel verses. These 
basic el-ts d i n e  to W e  up the f o d a i c  descriptions, sequences and 
episodes t h a t  recur i n  m y  different  contexts, with variat ion i n  length o r  
de ta i l  (commn atrong them are accounts of t ravel ,  dressing, dancing, feast- 
ing and ba t t l e ,  and the r e c i t a l  of a noble's pas t ) .  This is the diction of 
epic poetry, source of the creative s inger ' s  paradigms, the natural body fo r  
idea in every scene (narrative, d r m t i c ,  descriptive) but i n  saw brought 
into part icular  prominence. A rel iable  and readable t ranslat ion needs t o  
try to preserve t h i s  mntinui ty of form, without l e t t i n y  s t y l e  outweigh 
mn&t where content mtters rrost, o r  content outweigh s t y l e  where the 
e f fec t s  created are primarily poetic. This foregrounding of language is 
generally a function of repet i t ion,  which  i t s e l f  can help to &tain scare 
of the rhythm of the original; it m y  eten help to just i fy taking into 
account the  aural  value of possible equivalents as w e l l  as their precision, 
by providing contexts w i t h i n  which connotations m y  s h i f t  and shades of 
rreaning errerge m r e  naturally .+an through the notes and glossaries alone. 
The mst sat isfactory m n g  equivalents, though, a re  those which happen to 
be l i t e r a l ,  mzaningful and poetic a l l  in one, s l igh t ly  jol t ing the reader, 
creating a confrontation with the strange o r  unexpctedly familiar (shining 
spir i t - t iger ,  sleepsending night, the joining of ear th and s b ) ;  and this 
culture-based dislocation is one of the commnest sources of the t a l e s 1  effec 

The Takna', l i k e  a l l  other  !rlendalam myan sp i r i t - s to r ies  and i n ~ t i o n s ,  tak 
place in the  upper world (tanaa' usun) , along the r i v e r  Kal- t h a t  has its 
source i n  the m u n t a h s  beyond Aplagaan, the g rea t  peak that rises nearly 
to the over-arching sky. Midway down its l e f t  bank as it flows l i v e  the huma 
dead, in the headwaters of the t r ibutary Telaangjulaan; a l l  along the r igh t  
bank, by t r ibu ta r ies  and in the  h i l l s  bekind them, l i v e  the beings who give 
the tales t h e i r  m, the noble s p i r i t s  o r  takna' paran. The l i f e  they lead 
is tradi t ional ly myan, i n  underlying order and in de ta i l ;  o r  rather  Kayan 
l i f e  is the i r s ,  fo r  these are the custom f i r s t  t a u w t  to h u m  i n  the Fpo 
Kayan by the highest takna' under the sky, descendant of Tipang Tanangaan 
who l ives  above the sun, the quick-tempered IF Aya' (or Daya' Ipui) of 
Aplaqaan. She still has her haw there even III the t i n e  of Lawe',  her 
own descendant through her .great-grandson Hengaan, trapped i n  a banyan fo r  
daring to hunt her squirrel ,  and the son (Tuaang Linge) begot by Kingaan's 
shadm. Lawe' s-d his noble's pxer from the start: born a year l a t e ,  he 
vanished, and spent tm years i n  the  Kalhaan before being discoW3red by a 
poor camnner wcman, W i n g  of Lung Burak, in the bel ly of  a prawn. She 
namd him Balawaan, and raised him as her awn. A s  he grew he mde an enemy 
of the old ru le r ' s  headstrong house-guest Ipui Wbaang, and a playmate and 
friend of her dau@ter Karigit,whose l i f e  he once restored by sending out  
h i s  soul to bring hers horn; a t  l a s t ,  when he robbed his own tonb-grove, 
h i s  descent was revealed. He went on to win wealth, f a  and captive 
follawers in f o m l  wars, married a dozen noble wives up and dawn the 
Kalirraan, and b u i l t  himself a new longhouse beside the old. 



A l l  th i s  and mch m r e  we h o w  f m  s tor ies  i n  prose, lung, and fmm 
passing references in the Takna' as  it presently stands; fo r  here the 
f i r s t  of the t a les  begins, fo l lming  Lawe' throu* a s ingle  pleasant day 
a t  Lung Burak, se t t ing  the scene for  any one of the adventures to a a ~ .  
It starts with a c a l l  on its hero's forbearance (Lawe' is present in the 
singer, lending him the power to perform), and goes on to guide the 
hearer's gaze from the shore br ight  with ripe rambutan to the longhouse 
roofed with f ine  carvings and s o m t h s  with f i r e ,  then to the happily 
c m e d  veranda w h m  Law' sits, deadly, red-headed and serene, carving 
pierced patterns i n  bone. T o  this noble pas- he returns at the end of 
th i s  and every other t a l e ,  here a f t e r  taking a m a 1  prepared by his fos te r  
sister, bathing in the c lea r  Kalim%n, playing kaldi i '  and sape' fo r  
dancers i n  the evening (one comic collapse, one l y r i c  solo) and staying 
till c o c k ~ r ~ ~  in the old longhouse with Karigit, naw h i s  hawa' i s u i  o r  
night-visited wife, dazzling but (un t i l  tricked out  of i t )  disconcertingly 
cold. Details can be found i n  the forthcoming paper, which contains a 
f u l l  translation; with it are extensive smmries of the four longer 
adventure-tales, in each of which the peace of Lawer's hcm~ l i f e  undergoes 
violent disruption. 

In the f i r s t  of these ta les ,  Karigit 's jealous curse drives Lawe' of f  to 
the headwaters to hunt f o r  the noble lady Nyalo, whose pxers and sense 
of decorum f a r  surpass his. Brought by his obsessed search to death and 
beyond, he a t  l a s t  Kas himself e ight  tim=s reforged, mde perfect,  by 
i r o l l ~ ~ r k e r s  who also give h i m  a f lying smrd and a coat of rain t h a t  cools 
h i m  even i n  the f i r e s  of the sun i n  which Nyalo w a i t s .  Both m r d  and 
coat then serq h i m  i n  his reluctant duel with the  admirable but rash Juk 
Apui, torch of the headwaters, carre f m  upriver to &e a nam?. fo r  himself 
by beleaguering Lung Burak. !The th i rd  t a l e  is in two parts: s m n e d  by 
Ipui Wbaang to win Karigit a s  a wife stopping the rain,  robbed on the way 
by Lawe' of fis drought-bringing charmstone, the unusually i n h m  Tb' 
Magung devastates the upper K a l h a n  with an army Lawe can h a l t  only by 
calling dawn a storm of derris-poison. Subsequently, peace restored, Law' 
m r i e s  his sisters to three of h i s  a l l i e s  and t r i e s  t h e i r  pmsr and his 
wives' on the banyan t h a t  s w a l l d  his grandfather; not even Nyalo can 
dent it, so a t  l a s t  he s p l i t s  it himself and, a f t e r  lur ing Ine Ayal's 
daughter to h i s  a id,  dances around Hinqaan's bones u n t i l  they join and he 
m s  alive. I n  '%e fourth t a le ,  Karigi t ' s  obedience to her scolding 
mther  rather than to Lawe' leads to her abduction by Lirung Buaa'; when 
her absence starts to trouble him Law' takes up the challenge, heading 
dmnstream past h i s  sisters' new h m s ,  dragons and a wall of f i r e ,  t o  
Lirung's longhouse. Putting everyone in it to sleep, he ca r r ies  o f f  Lirung's 
sister Ialang, kills the i r  mther for  ordering the raid,  then tests Karigit 
by posing a s  Lirung and h i s  own ghost; proved still fond, she ransacks 
Lirung's f ine things while Lawe' steals h i s  flying boat. Lirung discovers 
his losses next day, and grieves t h a t  he has notking l e f t ,  not even finery 
to keep h i s  captive sister from being shamd; he f ights ,  and Iawe' kills 
him. Back a t  Lung Burak, Lalang takes Lawe's fos te r  s i s t e r ' s  f o m r  place 
as  c o ~ a l ,  becoming h i s  t rue wife (hawa" laan) ,  much to Karigit 's f i e ry  
dis taste ,  un t i l  the elders s e t t l e  t h e  izsue by p d s i n g  her the ru le  of the 
old longhouse. Here these t a l e s  end; but sorre say t h a t  when long afterward 
both houses turn to stone and Law' vanishes, it is Karigitwham he saves. 

Even these swrraries of  summries suggest the  m t e r i a l ' s  ccmplexity and 
its consistency, not only in s t y l e  and t h e  but  in characterization and 
narrative structure. Each t a l e  is self-contained and internal ly coherent 
(even i n  "Tb' Magung" the second part is linked to the f i r s t  by the 
presence of the s m  people and of p i l e s  of eneny bone), and each is a l so  
neatly cyclical:  which lends part icular  i n t e r e s t  lm the  minor evidence, 
mst of it mentioned above, by which i n  evely case but one the t a l e s  can 
be placed in l inear  order. They m y  of course be analyzed a s  para l le l  
sources, to bring out  the variation of elerrents within repeated sequences: 
Tb! Mqgung's invasion can be paired with Juk Apui, eneny a l ien  with en- 
b?%ther, a s  can Lawe'S quests f o r  Nyalo and Karigit ( in  both disobedience 
sends Lawe' away, upstream o r  down; fa i lu re  and grief  are f i r s t  his, then 
his eneny',s; success in each case is p a r t i a l ,  nei ther  woman becoming a 
t rue  wife, f o r  i f  Karigit is what her odd relationship with Law' suggests, 
s-thing of a surrogate sister, Nyalo as it happens turns out to be his 
m t h e r ' s ) .  But it is a l so  possible to view the tales a s  a single  text, 
s h i f k  in structure as developing dynamics, ref lect ing f o r  instance the 
increase i n  Lawe "s pmer; the gradual hunhling of Ipui &hang i n t o  
acceptance of his rank, the decline of the old longhouse's aging r u l e r  
from strength through ineffectual corredy i n t o  oblivion. Only f i e l d  study 
a u l d  determine to what extent such processes m y  be m a n t  and understood; 
the l e a s t  one can say is tha t  these relationships i n  a l l  t h e i r  gradations 
must be present, consciously o r  unconsciously, to exprienced hearers as 
they l i s ten ,  and t h a t  this must enrich many episodes with al lusive reso- 
nances, creating an inter textual  depth t h a t  could not appear from an 
analysis of s t y l e  o r  p e r f o m c e  alone. So ~ d ,  events of ten reveal 
themelves as linked, characters as individualized: behavior grows from 
the narrative context and f m  actors '  background mt iva t ions  and idio- 
syncracies, which mrge not only in what they do but i n  what they say. 
Despite the y a r d - l e v e l l i n g  e f f e c t  of poetic diction, it would be hard to 
deny the personal qual i ty  of speeches such as Lirung's to his s i s t e r  (helm) 
o r  Ipui &hang ' s  to Karigit: "W when I was a young girl, when the sun 
shmed over the muntain 's  rim I ' d  already been to the r iver ;  you g i r l s  of 
nowadays, you s leep l a t e ,  you're a f ra id  to fetch water-up with you1 That's 
what you do, hah, when Balawaan W i n g  corns to visit you!" (LB 55-8). 

This and the occasional presentation of sinnLltaneous a*, as again i n  
the k r l y  scenes of "Lirung Buaa"' (Lirung i n  anbush across the r iver ,  
Karigit paddling over, Lawe' fuming a t  the sound), define a l i t e ra ture  of 
considerable sophistication. A s  epic, and heroic epic, the t a les  may indeed 
be t te r  enkdy  the q c t a t i o n s  of people raised on H m r  than do certain 
m r e  courtly coastal  genres; it rmy a l so  be t h a t  Lii' Long is a tale-shaper 
of t ruly exceptional qua l i t i es .  Once again, only f i e l d  research could 
t r e a t  these questions direct ly:  re lated accountsof t h e  Takna', Lii' mng ' s  
presentation of them, other singers handling of Takna' Lawe' epi'zodes, a l l  
would provide valuable conparative material; and t h i s  could i n  f a c t  still 
be obtained. I n  the Mdalam, Pastor Ding has long been a t  work on dayung 
( sp i r i tua l  spec ia l i s t s '  invocations), prose t a l e s  and other  Takna', one of 

which, involving Lawet ' s  son by Nyalo, L i i '  Long has already transcribed; 
while in the Balui in  Sarawak, h m l a n d  of Lii' Long's own teacher's 
teacher Nyulaang, there still ex is t s  a popular genre eponymusly cal led 
belawan, amng which a r e  d i r e c t  para l le l s  t o  L i i '  Long's works (Benedict 



Sandin has recorded a version of Hingaan's entraprent: 1975:55, 61-2). 
Study of these t a les  could i l l u m i n e  questions of s t ructural  variation, of 
organization and of syntolic mrrespndence (Ingan i n  the Balui, fo r  
instance, is half-petrified instead of treed) as well a s  the process of 
oral  transmission i t s e l f .  

The ta les  about Lawe', though t h e i r  singers m y  be spec ia l i s t s  in  r i t u a l  
and their audience have gathered f o r  one, themelves seem to serve no ' 

instrurrental purpose:'people l i s t e n  to them for  the pleasure they give. 
This could contribute tmard d n g  t h e i r  presentation of Kayan cul ture 
rather m r e  flexibly r e a l i s t i c  than tha t  of openly didactic stories, like 
the myth of origin analyzed by Rousseau (219); it might also m e  it mre 
persuasive (cf. Peacock 243-5) . The vivid part icular i ty  with which the 
ta les  p r t r a y  human universals dces seem a l so  to be a feature of  t h e i r  
treatrrent of specifically Kayan de ta i l :  earstuds of hornbill  ivory, f o r  
instance, f i r s t  glossed in the  Mendalam as poetic hyperbole, proved to 
have indeed existed as syrhls of  exceptional success (Hose and McDougall 
I:45: interesting in view of the f a c t  t h a t  Lawe' wears them, rather  than 
leopard's teeth, only in the l a s t  t a l e ) .  This and other l i t e r a l l y  verif i -  
able depictions of de ta i l s  of level-spanning syrr330lism enhance the ta les '  
value as  sources, as  they do t h e i r  t h e i r  effects .  The culture the t a les  
present is tradi t ional ly Kayan, s table  and prenodern (the mst recently 
introduced item i n  it seenti to be s i r i h ,  adopted within the l a s t  century 
into the long-established s y r h l i c  pattern of c igaret tes) :  even to Kayans 
this is a m r l d  increasingly foreign. That it is m y  s h i f t  the focus of  
the ta les '  inpact, without necessarily inpairing it: for  aesthetic response 
to the texts is necessarily dual, part &ortable pleasure i n  familiar 
things, part that intenni t tent  disorientation Barthes called b l i s s  (the 
Housmanic o r  hedgehog reaction: hdrissage). What hearers and readers find 
familiar m y  be daily de ta i l ,  as f o r  t radi t ional  Kayans, o r  a m m n  human 
dram; the strange m y  be m i f e s t a t i o n s  of sp i r i tua l  V r ,  o r  the entire 
fabric of t radi t ional  mstm and bel ief .  Through this aesthetic dialect ic ,  
qualified as it mt be (for  s p i r i t - d f e s t a t i o n s  a l so  m y  be perceived as 
daily o r  d r a m t i c ) ,  the t a les  produce a mre highly integrated h g e  of 
real i ty ,  of the Kayan c o r n s  and of human potential:  and so  provide access, 
on levels subjective and analytical,  to a highly conplex c u l t w a l  code (the 
Mmdalam dialect. of Kayan, i t s e l f  a d ia lec t  of m e a n ,  Bornean of what 
might be called pakc-Asian) throu$~ which the deeper levels of h u m  expri 
en- find specif ic  expression. 

lhe code's subtlety might be suggested by a look a t  raw m t e r i a l  fo r  its 
analysis, one br ief  outline of sane of the h d i a t e  contexts of a s ingle  
mrd. "You'll be struck by the drops of spattering rain,  beloved sister," 
says Lirung to Lalang i n  Iawel 's  grasp: "People speak once, beloved, and 
you stand, they speak twice and you s e t o u t ,  f o r  you are captive to the 
drawn mrd, you w a i t  fo r  others'  mrds" (LB 1423-4). Rain m y  refer  to 
her loss of shel ter ,  possibly a l so  to Lirung's tears; but it a l so  is the 
amnonest synkol of w a r  ("...these are the n-en that Lawe' trusts in times 
of heavy rain, when he stands i n  bat t le . .  ." : L68) . The specif ic  l ink is the 
bahui uvan, the kudi stonn which &dala6Kayans ascribe to four arcane 
causes, only one of which is m k e r y  of -1s. M r e  usual, to go by 
K-wigit's f i r s t  fear  when one wakes her in "Juk Apui", is imninent bat t le ;  

but the storm m y  a l so  man (as I.awe1 tells her this does, fa lsely)  only 
t h a t  migrating wild plpgs are swimning the r i v e r  upstream. Its mst cata- 
strophic consequence is petr i f icat ion,  the  destruction of an e n t i r e  long- 
house, cammnly expressed (as by Lirung a few verses l a t e r )  in the image 
of wild pigs' rooting up the  ground on.which it stocd. P m d t e  cause of 
the storm is the wrath of Edare ' ,  Thunder, who scm~tims appears i n  the 
shape of a boar whose tongue is lightning, whose teeth a re  sa id  to have 
torn the  trees that lightning s t r ikes ,  his urine to have k i l l ed  them! 
Mare' (or Dale') is a l so  a noble's n m  o r  p r a i s e - m ,  one given m 
f a c t  to the old ru le r  a t  Lung Burak whom Lawe' now surpasses (also Puvan, 
stoh-rouser) . Lawe' himself was  b r ie f ly  fostered by s p i r i t s  of red light- 
ning, and enters b a t t l e  l i k e  it against m' Magung; and when in "Lawe"' he 
grins to *elf a t  his t r i c k ' s  success, h i s  head on Karigi t ' s  thigh, the 
f lash of his teeth remtnds her of lightning £ram the muntaimide,  and her 
exclamtion evokes a type of apparition s t a r t l i n g  and scm~tirfes deadly 
(malian, a word with extensive Bornean echos: pernali, pelian, balian, ba l i ,  
W a n ;  Balawaan ... ).  

Through correspondences such as these it might be ~ o s s i b l e  to t race the 
entire system out  from any single  h g e :  a system within which the m t e r i a l ,  
plant/animal and s p i r i t u a l  orders of being help to  c la r i fy  the social  because 
they re f lec t  it, proving it as natural as nature, the ideal  enbdinmt of 
forces universally active. Such is Lawe'; and he and other  noble takna', as 
they a c t  out the noble's m l e ,  can provide interest ing perspectives on the 
relationship of rank to the  possession and control of economic and sp i r i tua l  
pwer. Iawe' of course begins his l i f e  a t  Lung Burak with m other  patri- 
mny than raw descent (and a necklace tha t  l a t e r  proves i t ) ;  the increase in 
his pawer naturally is a m j o r  them. On the  mst familiar,  m t e r i a l  level ,  
f m  background s to r ies  through the four adventures, it is possible to trace 
the ways in which success reinforces success. As a youngster, l i k e  m y  
h m  nobles ( ~ u s s e a u  226), Lawe' b m d e n s  his views by travel ,  and by 
l iving with (and in)  a n m h r  of fos te r  parents. By character and energy he 
gains friends a h s t  a s  effect ive in w a r  a s  he is; b a t t l e  w i n s  him booty and 
follcwers, captives but wnrmners, who secure his subsistence through field- 
m r k ,  help to pay f o r  h i s  far-ranging marital a l l iances ( a t  l e a s t  i f  he 
brought his other wives, as he does Nyalo, even temporarily m), and provid 
ready manpower f o r  transport,  construction and fur ther  pmductive wars (cf. 
Wusseau 225-7). In the course of the t a l e s  themselves he gains new t i e s  
(Nyalo, three brothers' in-law), local  prestige (he k a m e s  Lung Burak's p r k  
defender, turned to when the o ld  ruler f a i l s :  c f .  Fousseau 2331, a l l  the 
gongs, jars ,  swords, finery, and surviving people of Lirung's longhouse, 
and far-reaching farre. In short,  he b e m s  a l l  t h a t  (by etyTiDlogy) defines 
his rank, hipui.  (hipun umaa', possessor of  a longhouse, i.e., of  f o l k w r ~ ) ,  
rnaran (one who has a m, aran: notable, distingriished, glorious; also 
brightly shining, below), and jayaa' (successful, prospenxls, rich': -1. 

Fare and fortune, then, seem t o  be essent ial  coqxments of noble rank from 
the Kayan as w e l l  as the mater ial is t  p i n t  of  view; but a s  Rousseau has 
noted, rank is the expression of an ideology t h a t  has its am autommus 
inportance as a determinant of behavior (1974 : 414-5) . Lawe " s achieverrent 
of p e r  over goods and people, as f a r  as it is specified in the t a l e s  (we 
met him i n  the f i r s t  already well-established), presents i t s e l f  to Kayans 



p r k i l y  as the d ~ m t i c  paral le l  to and comepence of his inherent 
quality. For evev reference i n  p r a i s e - m s  o r  f o m l a s  to the  noble's 
social role ( a m s t  always as host of the harvest fest ival ,  occasionally 
as a rb i te r ) ,  there are m y  mre to de ta i l s  of Lawel's ancestry and child- 
hood: that  is, to the sources and ear ly evidence of his sp i r i tua l  pwer 
(ningaan: the active form, character is t ical ly  mst cormpn). He has and 
derranstrates th i s  not by v i r tus  of being takna', a s p i r i t ,  but because a s  

3 
a s p i r i t  he can mvLifest openly the pier t h a t  belongs to h m  nobles by 

C 
r ight  of descent. By f a r  the mst frequent praise-nares and fomulas 
refer  to this, h ~ k i n g  noble anirrals r e a l  o r  s p i r i t  (leopard, m - h a w k ,  
tigerdog, hornbill) , chamtones  and radiance, and above a l l  plants t h a t  
sting, burn o r  poison: e f fec t s  t h a t  l i k e  withering l i g h t  o r  -1 fierce- 
ness represent the harm (pari t )  tha t  contact with p e r  can cause to those 
with less, an au-tic sanction against presmption. Born with pcwsr, 
nobles can be dangerous; so they tend to be the focus of attention, space 
is mde around them, and people l i s t e n  when they talk. Prestige, and 
certainly confidence, then are  the i r s  by e f fec t  of bir th;  h t h  unbubtedly 
enhanced by the outside sources of pawer t h e i r  own enables them to contact 
and control, some inherited (spirit-helpers and spirit-- goods, charm, 
and s y n b l i c  om-ts) and s0n-e aspired. Lahe' himself shows certain 
specific powers from b i r th  (to vanish, to send out his soul, to c a l l  upon 
his ancestor Tipang Tanangaan and by t h a t  a id  to repair  and heal) ;  but a s  his 
mterial p r  increases s o  too does the m u n t  of sp i r i tua l  power available 
to him, i n  chams, equipmmt and the  help given him by anirral o r  elder  sp i r i t -  
beings, from the one who in h i s  childhood gave him ha i r  l i k e  curly f l a w  up to 
those who carried out h i s  spectacular eicjhffold reforging. Material and 
spir i tual  power are coupled i n  formula (ningaan jayaa') and also i n  belief: 
good harvests, g&d luck i n  ba t t l e ,  prestige and pol i t i ca l  influences a l l  are 
d f e s t a t i o n s  of personal pcwer, ways i n  which it relates to the social  and 
natural orders. The power to succeed m y  be sought direct ly ,  i n  m t e r i a l  form 
or  through drearmdia ted  relationships; but Kayans seem to place m r e  enphasis 
upon the other aspect of the equation, logical ly  prirrary (success depending as 
much as it does upon factors beyond h- and individual control),  the pre- 
slnrption that success i t s e l f  reveals pxer possessed o r  gained. Non-nobles, 
for  instance, who through t h e i r  prosperity and persuasive w i s h  achieve a 
pol i t ical  role, the elders of kalunaan aya', s h w  by t h i s  tha t  they mt have 
what sp i r i tua l  special is ts  possess by vucation, nobles by b i r th ,  " 'strong 
souls' and s p i r i t  heQers"  (Fousseau 221) . Both together define pwer's 
action: i n  each case an in t r ins ic ,  generalized qual i ty  enables its possessor 
to rake use of specific outside aid,  as for  instance a helper's entry into a 
s h m  lends her the power to send out her own soul, o r  into a singer the 
pcwr to create new s p i r i t - d x d h m t s  in song. 

?he underlying principle seem to be that of boundaries transcended, mmuni- 
cation established betwsen categories otherwise al ien:  which in i t s e l f  is a 
f a i r  definition of the m b l e ' s  role ,  i n  actual i ty  a s  i n  the tales. The har- 
vest fest ival  given such enphasis in forrmla (dange: ledoh in the  Balui, one 
of its eight -tic synonyms) brings together farmscattered families, 
neighboring cormunities and s p i r i t  guests + . a  single joyful hanmny~: by 
bir th  and e e r i e n c e ,  the ru le r  responsible is mre a t  e a s t  with both external 
rea lm than any of his people. Arrong them as well he d a t e s ,  resolving 
conflicts,  having the l a s t  word (as B a l e '  unaang tangaraan: Thunder, severer 

of t a l k ) .  The h g e  the f o d a  projects  of  his a u t h 0 r i t y . i ~  h m v e r  %me- 
what idealized: noble success over people, p o l i t i c .  e f fec t ,  is l e s s  the 
resu l t  of rank than par t  of its definition. T m  overbearing a r u l e r  m y  
find t h a t  i n  need his f o l l m e r s  mlt away (Rousseau 233); .pesuasive influ- 
ence, uncertain as other  £ o m  of success, is equally clear ly to be seen as 
a manifestation of the ruler's s p i r i t u a l  w. (Lawe' for instance possesses 
a necklace supposed to mke  people p l ian t  and agreeable to whatever he says, 
not to mt im a headcloth with similar e f f e c t  upon wonw: neither work too 
well: L 320 f f . ) .  Noble fa i lu re  too, loss  of f o l l w e r s ,  of fare ,  donated 
food, even perhaps ( in  un t imly  conseqwnce, i n  defeat or by .happenstance) 
of  U f e  i t s e l f ,  a l l  siw a loss  of  s p i r i t u a l  p e e r ,  in & . t a l e s  mde ql i  
c i t :  "nu pah nab ningaan jayaa' ta;" says Litung Buaa' a s  he sits d m ,  l i k e  
Richard 11, to mum:  all our power is gone (LB 1404). La*' himself, revive 
by Argus pheasants a f t e r  his f a t a l  f a l l  f m  the sun and subseq~lent.long deca 
is bluntly told,  awe' te ja'dk ula"' (Ny 921), is bad and lacking--this bei 
the noml expression f o r  all-round m ~ l e s s n e s s ,  and specif ical ly  f o r  the 
ritually low, m n e r s  and slaves (kalunaan ja'ak: B ~ s e a U  218) . 
!Ihe suggestion this carries of an actual  s h i f t  in rank ascript ion can be seen 
as a dramtic intensif icat ion of one them? of actual  Kayan practice: musseau 
has noted the possibi l i ty  of such success-based s h i f t s ,  both u ~ a r d  and down. 
Slaves (dipan), by or iginal  def ini t ion the defeated, m y  naw a f t e r  a period 
of l iving as m n e r s  carre to be s o  considered; in the mndalam sorewhat 
m r e  flexible, they always could buy their freedwn (musseau 1974:387-8). 
Comners of the better s o r t  (panyin j i a )  , so cal led according to t h e i r  
prosperity (musseau 1974:389) and past  i n t e m r r i a g e  w i t h  the upper classes, 
m y  act ivate  these l inks (usually agnatic: the ideal  basis  f o r  rank trans- 
mission, but always overruled by residence, mst unmnnly wor i loca l )  by 
including upper-class elenxmts in their rituals: i f  they g e t  away with this, 
suffering neither social  r idicule  nor d i sas te r  construable a s  p a r i t ,  they 
becorn hlpuy (Wusseau 231). This is a c lass  (hipui uk,  l i t t l e  hlpui, I n  the 
Wdalam) t h a t  in Wusseau's def ini t ion serves expressly to insulate ideology 
from economic fact ,  the highest nobles' ritual s ta tus  frwa its base in weal th  
and f o l l m r s '  service (musseau 230). Ileal nobles, maren Ian, are defined 
as those who control corve'es and prestations, which go mst willingly to 
rulers; maren not in a position to hold the harvest feas t ,  to perform t h e i r  
c lass ic  ritual and soc ia l  role, have l e s s  claim on soc ia l  reward, and s o  in 
 tin^ decay to hipuy s ta tus  (or  even to worse: eventually it seems t h a t  fa i lun  
m y  outweigh descent ent i rely,  and the hipuy "m a panyin i f  poOr and 
unable to behave with the dignity e q x c t e d  of h i s  rank" (musseau 1974:393-4, 
390) ) . Sam? hipuy, apparently, m y  l i k e  the panyin j i a  try to mve up by 
enphasizing higher ancestors (Ilousseau 229), but t h e i r  position is precarious 
hipuy rulers, extremzly rare, m y  be f o l l m d  only as long a s  nothing un- 
occurs (musseau 1974:406). Ideal ru le rs  a re  the maren o r  hipuy aya' (great, 
senior),  in the Mendalarn hipui maran aya' o r  hipui maran Jayaa' : 6 r  rather  
it is arrong them tha t  the ideal  ruler is to be found, best  i n  par t s  and 
preparation of those e l ig ib le  by descent (sons, sons-in-law, nephews, adoptiv 
children; mmm of forceful character my  a l so  rule, l i k e  Ine Aya'), and 
bearing the de facto t i t l e  of "leader" (musseau 221, 224) . The ru le r  then i 
the best representative of his kind, and mt remain so: o r  he r i sks  finding, 
as Puvan's wife does when she cries for h i s  fr iends to save his head fromJuk 
Apui's warriors, t h a t  those he trusted are  of f  a f t e r  fa l l en  durians (JA 281 f 



Puvan's decline dranntizes Pastor Ding's definition of his rank as "not a 
class but a condition, that  can change," based up3n wealth, followers and 
personal ab i l i ty  (Ding 1975:65): the social  ra t i f i ca t ion  of a way of l i f e .  
Tkis pervasive them, rarely so conscious, has the ef fec t  of reconciling 
an ideology of natural, inherited differences with nutable actuality: the 
emphasis given to descent i t s e l f ,  with the & it m y  take to alter the 
consensus that  marks any rank s h i f t  as val id (decades, even generations) , 
serve to deflect attention fram it, a s  the ideal  of agnatic descent m y  
from situation-based m t r i l i n e a l i t y .  In  both cases, ideal  and practice 
best coincide m n g  the stably wealthy, one reason for  the i r  high prestige. 

I f  success is defined by its e f fec t s  in and on society, so also it is con- 
strained. In the t a les  the than5 of active, individualistic self-aggran- 
d i z m t  is paralleled by another t h a t  stresses its potential f o r  dangerous 
disruption, and the need f o r  control by both s e l f  and society. Much s l y  fun 
indeed is mde of the tales of  nobles'notorious pride (maren also has m 
to ]rean arrogant: Elousseau 219), sm through Puvan's baseless b a s t i n g  (in 
word and gear: only one of his many stones has mr, the rest axe river- 
gravel), som through Ipui Waang ,  whose scorn of Lawel's low upbringing 
suits ill (as his  foster  father tells her, viqrously:  Ny 258 f f . )  with her 
am very shady past and present. Even i n  acceptance, she gmmhles: "So i t ' s  
true Lawe' is hipui aya', still he can ' t  get dry weather" (TM 18: i n  fact ,  a 
ruler's per and duty: Musseau 1974:411): which he does, therefore, once 
he has control of  'Ib' Magung's charmtone, f o r  so long tha t  the Kaliman's 
deepest pools go dry. Despite the mre usual res t ra in t  of h i s  m t u r i t y  (Juk 
Ppui and Lirung Buaa', b t h  core l i k e  old-West gunfighters to test the i r  
growing f m  agqinst the best ,  find him mst grimly mved by the i r  misdoing 
i n  breaking h i s  p a c e ) ,  Lawe' still represents both noble pride and its 
darker obverse, self-centered wilfulness and resentful overreaction: and 
mtims he suffers fo r  it. "Nyalo" in part icular  is notably didactic: only 
when he l e d  a better appmach than boastful rape does Nyalo cease to van- 
ish; only when he admits his helpfulness is he helped; and he spends mt of 
the t a l e ' s  l a s t  half carefully following the advice of those he should have 
asked f o r  it sooner, who x w  have to reconcile the drast ic  a l ternat ives of 
dDgtail curse o r  incest, the village elders. Perhaps a l i t t l e  n u r e  strongly 
here than i n  rea l i ty  (Musseau 221)., the elders enboa the social  order: they 
understand custgm, and the i r  counsel helps the ruler carry out h i s  prim? 
responsibility, the preservation and restoration of good relations m n g  a l l  
orders, social,  natural,  and cosmic. 

The them of  harnvny re-established is basic to each of the four longer tales 
and seem best to be synkolized by Lawe"s inherent per ,  suggestiwly 
shamanistic, to restore both bmken things and wounded people (even, with 
female and m i c a 1  help, the dead). Tkis type of f e a t  is not, however (as it 
is in sm tradi t ional  epics: m a )  , given particular prominence: Lawe' uses 
his special powers in general only a f t e r  it has becare necessary, s o m ' c b ~ s  
disastrously: perhaps a s  an expression of tha t  philosophy stated i n  " W g  
Buaa"' to deter the has t ies t  of h i s  friends from cutting dam Lirung's padi, 
that  the greatest pmer is kmwn only thmugh the greatest  deeds; perhaps 
also i n  keeping with the interest ing tendency evident in every duel to view 
the display of sp i r i tua l  pawer (shape-changing) as an admission of despera- 
tion. (Here again there seem to be tension betbeen overt and covert tht3t~S.i 

tha t  ningaan is seen a s  anbivalent appears i n  its secondary m=an.ing, 
probably parit-related, of  profound disorder, misery, l i k e  Hingaan's i n  
h i s  tree: 'IM 1444-5). mphasis i n  the t a l e s  is u p n  recognizably h m  
action, individual and social:  on the  d r a m t i c  events (personal clashes, 
quests, deeds of the drawn m r d )  that precede Lawe' 's restorat ive inter- 
ventions, then upon the  msiw celebrations that i n  mst cases follow, 
which l i k e  the prototypical dange present w n a l  success transmuted, 
through the r igh t  w e  of  pnex, into universal hamny.  

Hanrony of course is not s iaply the absence of disruption, but a positive\ 
and fundarrental qual i ty  of existence, giving an m t i o n a l l y  sat isfying 
logical depth t o  the direct equation of mterial well-being, prest ige and 
status. gt once humn, natural,  s p i r i t u a l  and aesthet ic ,  it might be 
defined as the  sum total of a l l  the  synblic correspondences i n  the  Kayan 
cul tural  code, the  descriptive and prescriptive representation of things 
as they are: a concept sharedby m y  other Bornem and Indonesian groups, 
that 'of adat in its oldest  and mst inclusive form. It appears in the 
ta les  i n  the apposition of the @ l i f e  (urip sayuu', urip jayaaf, e tc . )  
t o  tha t  gone wrong (urip halaa' ,  urip nasip ningaan, e t c . ) ,  a wrongness 
expressed i n  war ,  poverty o r  personal disaster :  the t h s  are out  of joint,  
and the ruler ,  a t  the interface of his comnmity with others hurrran and 
s p i r i t ,  has the pivotal  e i t h e r  to dislocate them en t i re ly  through 
ammgance o r  failure,. o r  to set them right. (In t h i s  a s  i n  rrnrch else, 
Bomean belief enhdies o ld  and widespread themes, highly elaborated f o r  
instance i n  Java on the related Kin& pattern: Lawe' at h i s  bes t  could be 
the Astabrata's ideal  ru le r ,  ample& with radiance, kasekten/kesaktian, 
good blood and sacred synkols, a prirrary role  i n  r i t u a l ,  wisdom, -ledge 
and physical strength, and a d i r e c t  and intimate relationship with h i s  king- 
dom's peace: Koentjaraningrat.) The concept of universal order structures 
and unifies a l l  aspects of culture, po l i t i ca l ,  r i t u a l ,  and technological, 
and individual as w e l l  thmugh the  specif ic  s y n b l i c  shapes it provides fo r  
p a n - h m  preoccupations, s t ructuring the unconscious sources of action and 
art. This very inclusiveness, though, keeps it from rigidi ty:  for cultures 
as f o r  individuals, the  pragmatic defini t ion of qual i ty ,  i n  reconciling 
mterial and social  change with ideology, provides change with a rationale. 

Balui Xayans have m d  ethnic  categories by t h e i r  technological-ritual base 
and for  the grow f e l t  best  to represent it ("Kayan" f o r  upriver fanre.rs, 
"Punan" fo r  nomds, "white" f o r  engine-builders), ranking them by inherited 
predisposition to l i v e  in  a cer tain way; but individuals m y  change ethnic 
ascription j u s t  a s  they mst eas i ly  do rank, by having themselves born into 
the new context (Rousseau 1975:44-6), and the entire system m y  also underg~ 
changes that c a l l  its cmpnents into separate question (Whittier). Tnis 
i t s e l f  is a f a i r l y  t rad i t iona l  challenge (cf .  masok belayu), and one tha t  
m y  be deal t  with by reliance on familiar h o l i s t i c  sanctions, a s h e n  Balui 
Kayans waited approval of Christianity upon the f e r t i l i t y  of converts' fields 
(Rousseau 1974:109), creatively a s a l i n g ,  f m  disparate e l m t s ,  a new 
cosmic unity. The irrpulse taward change a s  w e l l  as judgmnt uFon it m y  
derive from spir i t - related sources not only indirect ly ,  through a d l ' s  
success o r  one's awn, but d i rec t ly  through dreams, which m y  be of consi- 
derable social  inportance: t h e i r  r e c i t a l  and interpretat ion are part of 
each of the carmDn healing cemnies (dayunq), and they can have f a r  mre 



than personal e f fec t  (musseau 1974:170, 409, 104 e t  a l . )  . The c lass ic  
instance of t h i s  m y  be the Bungan cu l t ,  which f r o m a p r i v a t e  vision of 
the well-namd Kenyah Juk Apui, torch of the A p  Kayan, be- when vali- 
dated by his and h i s  converts' subsequent prosperity a f l m  of protestant 
f e m r  across nuch of inland Sarawak. It seem then t h a t  the concept of a 

' 

universal order within which social structure, nature and the s p i r i t  m r l d  
-1exly interact ,  influencing each other thrpugh subtle shifts of p e r ,  
could prove useful i n  the analysis both of what one might c a l l  ethmgenetic 
d r i f t ,  the deve lopmt  and stabi l izat ion of local  variation, and of the 
equally Bornean ingestive pul l  of a particularly successful way of l i f e .  

D m  as well a s  outside rrodels are a l so  of course the u l t i m a t e  source of 
song (one long i%ndalam Takna' whose origin is still -red grew in the 
c o m e  of its singer's three-day s leep) ,  which lends the tales further 
authority as expressions of their cul ture 's  deepest sy&olic dynamics. It 
has indeed ken suggested, refining an older  theory of social  s t r u o t w  and 
synhlism based on Indanesian sources, that even arrong cognatic societ ies  
those with sharp distinctions of c lass  might express tkis with part icular  
directness in the i r  synbol system, through equally sharp, consistent pat- 
terns of binary ant i thesis  (King 84-5). In  this d l  the egal i tar ian Ibans' 
loosely paral le l ,  f lexible  and relat ional  dua l i s t i c  system stands against the 
rank-conscious Ngajus' precise, thorough-going and value-laden se r ies  of 
oppositions, with Kayans presunnbly smswhere along the scale, providing one 
of the test cases called for.  As it happens, though unequal dualisms are 
indeed a feature of the Takna ' ' s synS301 system, they seem to E of no m r e  
fundamta l  inportance to structure than to characterization (whose freedam 
from m r a l i s t i c  pchotomies is a l so  a t radi t ional  feature of other Southeast 
Asian genres) . 
'Ihough the analysis of pairs  can be highly productive in detai l ,  each t e r n ' s  
connotations s h i f t  i n  the context of different  relationships to an extent 
that  nrakes any presentation of precise ver t i ca l  linkages f a i r l y  unconvincing. 
It is not easy, for  instance, to place night firmly on the s ide of disorder, 
disease and danger, when Lawe' as he listens i n  the headwaters to the c r ies  
of the night-dwelling s p i r i t s  ( to '  tun malam) is f i l l e d  with such fascinated 
delight that  even Nyalo s l i p s  his mind (Ny 462 f f . )  . It should be noted tha t  
the dual is t ic  ~ a d i g m ,  S c h k e r ' s  by h i s  Leiden training, has been severely 
cr i t ic ized (cf. -2) ; FYeemm indeed contrasts it to the  pervasive mta- 
mrphic nutability expressed in one Iban instance to that  widespread sound- 
and concept-cluster lllentioned ear l i e r ,  bal i  (or ba l i  nyadi, to change form, 
b e m  m t h i n g  new, 286-7). This in Kayan (bali/balui) re fe rs  to a sem 
blance put on through sp i r i tua l  m,, a shape in to  which the possessor of 
pier enters, as into a r o o m  (nilung); and as m n g  other inland groups, it 
also becomes a t i t l e  f o r  the class  of beings with t h i s  pawer (%i t t i e r  105, 
King 75, e t  a l . ) .  

Transnutation i t s e l f ,  it has ken argued, presupposes a c lea r  and categorical 
perception of each e l e m n t  involved (Needham); i n  nore than one way, then, 
the mrd would indeed seem to provide a gpd surm~lry h g e  for  the cognitive 
processes tha t  arrong Kayans and other grows as well appear to underlie the 
social and s w l i c  codes, producing correspondences based less  upon ideology 
than upon the tension between ideal  and actual,  the f i e l d  of d l e a b l e  space 

tha t  exists beween ideological and s i tuat ional  determinants in c lass ,  
descent and even i n  achieverrent: the boundary-crossing, rather  than bunded 
o r  boundless, principle of pwer i t s e l f .  From this point of view, which 
brings familiar soc ice~~nomic  concepts into relationship with emic bel ief  
to create what should be a -  "thicker", nore accurate representation of the 
cul tural  rea l i ty ,  ideology can be seen as in v i n g  degrees detached f m  
behavior, to be analyzed as an independent, perhaps even a l i t e r a r y  order 
of being: f o r  it individuals manipulate the  space between ideal  and rea l ,  
so do the nythmkers, the singers of t a les .  

The Takna' Lawe', embodying a s  it does the conpkxi t i es  of a very r ich  
cult-, lends i t s e l f  to multiple interpretations, in m y  contexts and 
discipl-; the  themes bmughtout  above suggest cer tain approaches to 
analysis i n  which its data may be valuable, and of course r a m i n  subject to 
review. Material f o r  a f u l l e r  analysis could only be obtained through the 
conparison of t ex t  and context not only between Mdalam and Balui, but 
within each; mst Wrtant for  the proper grounding of  theory muld be 
Kayans' am interpretat iom of the t a les ,  t h e i r  response to p e r f o m c e ,  
language and patterns of content, and t h e i r  elucidation, a s  f a r  a s  still 
m y  be possible, of symbolic correspondences. I f  funded, and permitted, I 
hope to carry out  studies such a s  these; i n  the  man&, I would be very 
glad to hear from anyone able to r e f e r  m to other  Boman t a l e s  that deal 
with Law1-related themes (the Penihing of the Upper M a m ,  f o r  instance, 
tell similar  stories t h a t  they t race to the  Baleh: Ding 1977:28-9 and B. 
Sellato, personal mmunicat ion) ,  and from anyone who m y  knw singers and 
local. scholars, not necessarily Kayan, whom the e-le of L i i '  Ung  and 
Pastor Ding might encourage to similar  work: for ,  a s  Appell has s tated i n  
p r in t  and i n  inperson, the work is urgent. Those especially interested i n  
the Takna' should soon be able  t o  obtain its f i r s t  part i n  English, and I 
w i l l  a l so  be glad to make the Kayan and Indonesian texts available to 
anyone who w i l l  mver copying fees and postage; detai led sunmries  already 
prepared of the four longer tales may be had f o r  the  asking. 
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LTNrnSTIC FmIzAFa I N  SABAH 

BY THE SUWER INSTITUTE OF' LINGUISTICS 

John D. Miller 
S m r  Ins t i tu te  of Linguistics 

Anyone who is even m t e l y  familiar with the l inguis t i c  s i tuat ion i n  
the East Malaysian State  of Sabah is aware of the need for  a thorough 
and comprehensive s t d y  of this language diversity. The S u m r  Inst i -  
tute  of Linguistics (SIL) is privileged to be able to ~ d e r t a k e  a 
research project i n  cooperation with the Chief Minister's Deparbmt 
of the State of Sabah designed t o  help m e t  this need. 

Four basic pro&dures are  being employed by the ins t i tu te  to investi- 
gate the distinctiveness of the languages and dialects  found i n  Sabah: 
(1) the collection and comparison of lexical  items, (2) the stu* of 
ethnographic data, (3) i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  test ing,  and (4) in-depth studies 

i 
of certain local  dialects.  

Collection and Comparison of Lexical I tems  - 
Utilizing a list of 367 wrds, local  equivalents were e l i c i t e d  f o r  331 
language comrunities in 325 different  locations through all 23 districts 
of the State. Every place where district of f ic ia l s ,  o r  the local  people 
in the villages indicated there was a difference. in speech was e i ther  
vis i ted by SIL technicians, o r  someone from t h a t  area w a s  asked to give 
equivalents f o r  the m r d s  on the list in his local  dialect .  (Casad, 
Blom, Hurlbut and Pekkanen). 8 g n a t e  classes were determined f o r  each 
of the 367 iterrs on the list, and every entry w a s  assigned to one of 
these classes so that the lists could be rrechanically compared (see 
Smith 1974 and 1978) . These lists were then conpared with each other 
and with thirteen other lists from language c a m m i t i e s  geographically 
adjacent to Sabah. Tentative classif icat ions of the languages and dia- 
lects  were then established based on the percentage of shared lexical  
i t e m .  The results of these classif icat ions a re  being prepared for  
publication (Smith 1980. 

Study of Ethmgraphic Data 

A certain m u n t  of ethnographic material has been collected from each 
of the locations where a w r d  list was e l ic i t ed .  This includes infor- 
mation about the history of each vil lage,  i f  it is known; the various 
types of people l iving in the village; its trade and marriage patterns; 
ava i lab i l i ty  of schools, churches, msques, shops; language enployed f o r  
m m r c e ,  m i a g e  c e m n i e s , , p o l i t i c a l  metings,  umnnmity a f fa i r s ,  e tc .  
Linguistic and personal h i s to r ies  were a l so  taken from each individual who 
assis ted i n  the data gathering process, a s  well a s  in the i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  
test ing phase of the research. It is recognized t h a t  this type of infor- 
mation is  not q r e h e n s i v e  a t  this point in the research project,  but 
what has collected has p m n  of value i n  interpreting the l inguis t i c  
data. Fbr exanple, one might mnder why a Murut vi l lage i n  the Upper Kina- 
batangan River area of Sabah understands Kolobuan, a Paitanic language, 

be t te r  than it does another Murutic dialect ,  unless it is k n m  t h a t  this 
particular village is isolated from other  Murutic groups by a muntain  
range, and that they send their children dawnriver to school i n  a Kolobuan 
speaking village, where they a l so  go to do t h e i r  marketing periodically. 

I n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  Testing 

Since the purpose of language is ommunication, it is essent ial  to know 
hw well normal s p e c h  of one d ia lec t  o r  lanquage is understood by another. 
Testing has shown t h a t  i f  shared vocabulary of two language comnunities is 
less  than 80 percent, cammnication between the two w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t ,  
unless sore language learning has taken place. Other factors can, of 
course, a f fec t  the r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h i s  80 percent figure, such as difference 
i n  phonological patterns o r  g r a m t i c a l  structures. Nevertheless, it still 
serves as a f a i r l y  good indicator of how i n t e l l i g i b l e  two dialects  o r  
languages a re  with one another. 

I n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  test ing has been carried out  i n  several d i s t r i c t s  by SIL 
mnhrs and is  still in process i n  others (Blom, Hurlbut, and Pekkanen) . 
From each vi l lage where a word list was taken, a speaker of the loca l  dia- 
l e c t  w a s  asked t o  record on casset te  tape a short  two o r  three minute 
w n a l  experience story. It was then determined on the basis  of the  
l ex icos ta t i s t i c  evaluation, which stories should be played i n  which 
villages f o r  the purpse  of i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  test ing.  

In  t es t ing  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y ,  vi l lages which have been chosen to listen to a 
aertain set of  s t o r i e s  a re  v i s i t ed  i n  order to record on tape ten to twelve 
questions from each story, which are then dubbed i n t o  the story in the 
local dialect  h d i a t e l y  a f t e r  the relevant informtion given in,the story. 
A mxhm of seven s to r ies  is  used f o r  t es t ing  i n  any one village. Ten to 
twelve individuals a re  asked to l i s t e n  to the s t o r i e s  and answer the ques- 
tions. An at tenpt  is  mde to t e s t  both m l e  and fmle ,youngand  old,  edu- 
cated and uneducated individuals. The f i r s t  story a participant is asked 
to l i s t e n  to is  one f m  h i s  own village. Tkis serves a s  an introduction 
to the procedures and makes possible elimination of individuals who are 
unable to  take the t e s t .  The l a s t  s tory listened to is i n  Bahasa Malaysia 



to t e s t  comprehension i n  the national language. The testee listens to the 
s tor ies  through headphones along with the technician. The technician then 
records on paper the accuracy of  the testee 's  responses. F'rom t h i s  data, 
percentacjes of in te l l ig ib l i ty  are conputed between the village being tested 
and the villages from which the s to r ies  have cone. This phase of the 
research project wi l l  probably continue u n t i l  the middle of 1981. Findings 
w i l l  be published as resul ts  be- available. (Fbr a f u l l  description of 
procedures used i n  test ing i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  see Qsad.) 

In-Depth Studies of Certain -1 Dialects 

fiere is rrmch tha t  cannot be learned about a language and the people who 
speak it by using only the procedures described above. Every language has 
distinct phonological, grmtical, and m t i c  patterns w h i c h  are unlike 
any other. Language re f lec t s  the way a part icular  group of people views 
the world about them, views authority, views other  people, views change, 
views gwd and evi l .  Only by l iving with the people and learning to 
speak with them about the i r  language in t h a t  language can one adequately 
learn these systems and values. In-depth of these local  dialects  
is, therefore, an integral  part of the SIL research project i n  Sabah. By 
the end of 1980 it is  anticipated t h a t  a t  l e a s t  four such studies w i l l  
have begun. Given the large nurmber of languages whose cul tural  and lingui- 
s t i c  centers are found in Sabah, this is but a am11 beginning, but it is 
hoped tha t  in the future such studies may be done for  other languages 
within the State. 

B i b l i o  raphy:  Blm, J u l i e  K., 1979. "Dialect conparison and bilingualism: 
The K&t ~ i v i s i d n . "  To be published by the Sabah State  Museum. a s a d ,  
Engene H. ,  1974. Dialect I n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  Testing, Norman, Oklaham, 
S,- Ins t i tu te  of Linguistics of the University of Oklahoma, 201 pp.; 
Hurlbut, Hop M. and Inka Pekkanen, 1980. "Dialect Cbqarison: The Upper 
Kinabatangan River area," to be published; Smith, Kenneth D., 1971. "A 
Cconputer Analysis of Vietnam language relationships," Workpapers of the  
Sumner Ins t i tu te  of Linguistics, University of North Dakota Session, 18:99- 
113; , 1978. "An automtic  typewriter a s s i s t  to caqxra t ive  
linguists,  with application to 30 mn-Khmr languages," Paper presented to 
the Second International Congress on Austroasiatic Linguists, Mysore, 
India, D e e r  19-21, 63 pp., mbagraphed; , 1980. The Languages 
of Sabah: A Tentative Lexicostatistical Classification, to be published. 

N E W S  A N D  A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

Professor Johannes Nicolaisen 
1922 - 1980 

Professor Johannes Niwlaisen, Dmmrk's f i r s t  and only professor of 
anthropology, died on Bbruary 2, 1980. Professor Niwlaisen studied 
pastoral societ ies ,  principally the Tuareg, in North Africa and the  
Sahara f o r  years. k a m h i s  extensive study of these societ ies ,  he 
tcok up a long-tim interest in hunter-gatherers, studying f i r s t  the 
Haddad in Tchad, then the  Negritos of the  Philippines, and f ina l ly  
the Penan with whom he had planned to work f o r  a n&r of years. A 
selection of h i s  writings appears i n  the "Bibliography" of t h i s  issue. 

Once again, our condolences and deepest sympathy are extended to Mrs. 
Ida Nicolaisen. 

B O R N E O  N E W S  

Regional  News 

EOWE GFUJPSTRA is a senior l ec ture r  with the  I n s t i t u t e  of Cultural and 
Social Studies of the University of Leiden, teaching courses in research 
mthodology and applied sociology. He is preparing a study in several 
Asian wunt r ies  of  projects and organizations whose purpose is to 
organize poor f m r s .  H i s  par t icular  in te res t  is with the prorroters 
and group organizers, especially t h e i r  backgrounds, mtiva t ion ,  selection, 
training, and performance of t h e i r  roles. 

CHRIS HEALEY is engaqed in a dccmentary study of the inte~connect ions 
beween tribes, s t a t e s ,  and piracy i n  Borneo. His m i n  in te res t  is in 
the pre-Brooke period which has received insuff icient  attention. Healey's 
address is 

Departmnt of Anthropology 
The University of Pdelaide 
G.P.O., Box 498 
Adelaide, South Australia 5001 

CLIFFORD SATHER has received a grant from the  National Science Floundation 
f o r  the current academic year which w i l l  p e e t  h i m  to w r i t e  up resu l t s  
of h i s  research on the Bajau Iaut .  

While in Malaysia i n  1979, WILHELM G. SOLHEIM I1 vis i t ed  the ~ a b a h  Museum 
i n  Kota Kinabalu, the Brunei Museum, and the Sarawak Museum where he mt 
m y  of the s t a f f  who were the- during h i s  fieldwork i n  1958-59. He 
notes t h a t  the Sarawak Museum urgently needs storage space and m y  be 
able to expand i n  the  near future. 
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B O O K  R E V I E W S ,  A B S T R A C T S  

CARt L. HOFFMAN, Departmnt of Anthropol-, University of Pennsylvania, 
is conducting fieldwork m n g  Punan groups of East and Central K a l k t a n  
with study permits arranged by LIPI. He plans t o  survey as m y  Punan 
groups as possible before selecting a mll n&r for  m r e  intensive 
ethnographic study. Wkile a qeneral ethnography is planned, his s p e c i d .  
concern is the topic of  e thnici ty  and ethnic relat ions of Punan and non- 
mu7an groups. His focus wi l l  be upon what he believes a re  the d i k r s e  
origins of those groups i n  Borneo generically referred to a s  "Punan." 
Hoftimn's research is supported by a two-and-one-half year predoctoral 
research grant from the National Ins t i tu te  of Mtal Health. His address is 

c/o S i ta  Van N e s s  
Jalan Cemrojajar 16 
Yogyakarta, Indonesia 

EEKIAMZN SEXLATO is currently working i n  kecamatan Long Apari on the 
Aoheng language, and on l inguis t i c  and ethnohistorical correlations between 
the peoples of the Muller-Schwaner ranges area i n  order to define a 
linguistic "Punan corrplex" which ori'ginated i n  that area. 

VIRGINIA MATHESON has a tm-year fellowship a t  the Australian National 
University to examine the socio-political s i tuat ion in Banjamasin during 
the B a n j m s i n  W a r  (1850s - 1860s). She w i l l  be working f r m  Malay 

.imnuscripts, archival records and omtemporary Dutch reports. She is 
also interested i n  corrpiling a general history of Borneo. Her address is 

Departmnt of Pacific and Southeast Asian History 
Research School of Pacif ic  Studies 
A.N.U., P.O. Box 4 
Canberra, Australia. 

She wuld  w e l v  advice and infonmtion on her projects. 

Sarawak News 

DANIEL CHEW is a postgraduate student a t  Murdoch University, working 
under the supervision of DR. JAMES WARRE3l on the ewnomic and social 
relations of the Chinese of Sarawak from 1841 to 1941. The broad research 
project has an e-a-Kuching focus. It w i l l  be a cc~nparative work on the 
different kinds o f . a i n e s e  pioneering economic, cul tural  and social  
adaptations i n  Sarawak--mining i n  the Bau area, agricul tural  s e t t l m t  
i n  the ~~r Rejang,and upriver trade in the riverine basins of the 
Eatang Lupar, the Rejang and the Baram. Chew a l so  intends h i s  thesis  
to be a collation of the rrosaic of local  histories from the Chinese view- 
point a w i n g  the pioneering a c t i v i t i e s  noted above. Ttm other therres 
he hopes w i l l  a r g e  are  the relationships of the Chinese with the Brooke 
administration and with other ethnic qroups. He wets to leave for  
Sarawak i n  October, 1980, and to be i n  t h a t  s t a t e  fo r  ten to eleven mnths. 

PFPER MUIDK EDIT is studying the social  and economic changes of the 
Eatang Ai Iban, specifically the e f fec t s  af rrodem emnomy on their 
social-cultural system. H e  w i l l  return t6 Sarawak in  DecenS3er f o r  s i x  
mnths f i e l d  work a f t e r  which he w i l l  return to the University of Sydney 
where he w i l l  w r i t e  h i s  disser tat ion under the supenrision of DR. 
WILLIAM GEDDES. 

& B I B L I O G R A P H Y  

&m?ron, Ian. To The Far thes t  Ends o f  t h e  Earth:  150 Years  o f  World 
Explorat ion b y  t h e  Royal Geographical S o c i e t y ,  Dutton, 1980. 

Fbunded to advance the study of  geography, Bri ta in 's  Fbyal Geographical 
Society charcpioned exploration in the  19th century, s c i e n t i f i c  investi- 
gation i n  the 20431, and today is looking tmard conservation of the 
e n v i r o m t .  Camron, author of "Lodestone and Evening Star ,  " reviews 
the glorious past  of the Societv and surveys its current ac t iv i t i es .  
I ~ S  past ficludes nearly every m j o r  terrestrial exploration: Franklin and 
others i n  the Arctic; Burton, Speke and Livingstone i n  Africa; Burke 
and W i l l s  i n  Australia; Scot t  i n  Antarctica; the M t .  Everest expeditions. 
I n  rebent years the  Society has sent  s c i e n t i f i c  teams to Brazil,  Northern 
Oman and Sarawak to st* water supplies, fauna and f lora .  Careron gives 
us tantalizing glinpses of intrepid explorers-those who f i l l e d  in .blank 
spaces on the m p  and those who are f i l l i n g  the gaps in s c i e n t i f i c  know- 
ledge. For any reader with a taste f o r  adventure. I l lustrat ions.  (from 
Publisher's Weekly, July 25, 1980) 

Daroem,  Ruth. "An Eoonomic Sunrey of East lidinWTtan," B u l l e t i n  o f  
Indonesian Economic S t u d i e s ,  V01. 15, No.  3, NOV. 1979, pp. 43-82. 

East K a l h t a n ' s  vast  natural resources make it a province of superla- 
t ives  and of economic extren-es. It earns f o r  the  central  q m e m t  a 
substantial i n w m  from its petroleum, l iquid natural gas (UG) , and 
tinker expe. With l e s s  than 1% of the nation's population, East 
Kalimantan i n  1978 accounted for  nearly one quarter of total Indonesian 
e w r t  earnings. The r ichest  province in the  nation i n  terns of p?r 
capita regional income, it resenbles a t  one extrerre I r i an  Jaya i n  its 
vast area and sparse population, and a t  the other  extrerre Jakarta i n  its 
high and accelerating urbanisation and high prices. The present survey 
pays mch at tent ion to what is described as "the t m  revolutions," i . e . ,  
the deve lopmt  of  the huge tiher and o i l  resources, and to t h e i r  inpact 
on the provincial ewnmny, including its regional incone, exprts, provin- 
c i a l  and regency budgets, and infrastructure. Other topics discussed are 
population and labour force, wages and prices, and the develo-t of 
transmigration areas. The author concludes t h a t  despite the e f f o r t s  by 
an enerqetic local  govemmnt, the province has suffered rather  than 
benefited from its enornwus and indigest ible  increases i n  revenue. Gut- 
side the ixxnning sectors, which yield relat ively high standards of living, 
f m r s  still till the land for  l i t t l e  return, as they have done f o r  
generations. 

Grijpstra, Bouwe G. Common E f f o r t s  i n  t h e  Development of Rural Sarawak, 
Malaysia,  DXtOral Dissertation Agricultural University, Wageningen, The 
Netherlands. Also published by Van Gorcum, Assen/Amsterdam. 

The aim of the research was to describe and analyze the process of incor- 
poration of mall farnr?rs into the larger  society. Fieldsmrk was done i n  



1971 and 1972 m n g  the Bidayuh, a subgroup of the Land Dayak in 
Sarawak. A t  that the Bidayuh were in  a transitional phase 
between shifting cultivation of h i l l  p a w  and cultivation of perennial 
cash crops such as rubber and pepper, and penmnent use of smll swamps 
for wet paddy. 

Much attention was paid to the role of the G o v e m t  which had made 
available a wide range of projects and programs aimd a t  villages 
and individual f m r s .  The leading question a t  the start of the 
research was: What are the social and situational characteristics 
of the villages which engage mst in the different types of village 
developnt  projects? In particular the influence of hcmgeneity, 
integration, leadership, size and accessibility wuld be assessed. 
The research mthods used conprised in-depth studies of eight villages 
by participant observation, unstructured and structured interviews, 
and a s u m  of a l l  96 Bidavuh villacres. in which h e a m  and other 
representatives answered the questiok & the different aspects of 
their villaqe. Besides this ,  i n fomt ion  was collected on the orqani- 
zation and procedures of thedepartrrents and institutions charged-with 
rural development. 

The research findings indicated that  differences in  structural aspects 
of villages did not account for the abi l i ty  to a t t rac t  g o v e m n t a l  
assistance. The situational factors were only of minor inportance. 
Village projects were m r e  o r  less randomly distributed. Instead, the 
g o v e m t  program aimd a t  individuals, as part of the externally 
stimulated incopra t ion  process, did influence the social structure 
of the Bidayuh villages. The egalitarian t r iba l  society of the Bidayuh, 
with its relative abundance of land, had always a l lwed every individual 
much personal freedom. Sorre levelling M a n i s m  existed, but with 
l i t t l e  effect: The individual Bidayuh eagerly accepted the externally 
provided opportunities to personal welfare such as education, enploynwt, 
mrkets for cash crops, and planting subsidies. Consequently, the 
inequality in the villages increased, which conflicted with the 
traditional egalitarian ideology. The relations between the households 
weakened and responsibility f e l t  £or the well-being of the cormunity 
decreased. Indicators are the r e p l a m t  of exchange lator by fanuly 
and wage labor, ith?rease in the mm&x of separate dwellings, m even 
outside the village center, instead of the traditional longhouse, l i t t l e  
participation in village metings, and hea- who increasingly are 
regarded as representatives of the g o v e m t  rather than as village 
leaders. 

In this general process of disorganization, externally stimulated acti- 
vities in which a group of people had to participate for a prolonged 
period, such as a cooperative society, an adult education class, o r  other 
wluntary organizations, m t  with only incidental success. They depended 
very mch on the presence of a villager o r  an external agent with great 
rroral authority. In the long run, nearly all collapsed. The mkers did 
not consider the benefits sufficient to conpensate for the problems of 
organization and cooperation. 

The Go-t of Malaysia did not seem to be aware of the processes 
which occurred a t  the village level. In spi te  of the rather efficient 
developmt administration, there was l i t t l e  "bottrarrup" connumication. 
Developrent efforts  w e r e  made along standardized procedures. The aim 
of the g o v e m t w a s  m l y  to secure continuous loyalty of the popula- 
tion by presenting gif ts .  The creation and support of effective local 
level organizations received l i t t l e  attention. 

de Pater, C&hien and Paul Visser. Kalimantan i n  d e  Houtgreep: ach ter -  
gronden en e f f e c t e n  van d e  v o s e x p l o i  t a t i e  o p  Kalimantan ( Indones ie )  
(Background and E f f e c t s  o f  Fores t  E x p l o i t a t i o n  i n  Kalimantan),  Wagen- 
ingen, 1979. (Dutch, with English sumnary) . 
A&ission' of large-scale foreign investrrent i n  Indonesia since 1967 has 
caused an explosive increase in  forest exploitation i n  K a l h t a n ,  thus 
emking protests from experts in several fields. Description and analy- 
sis Of the conflicts aroused by this situation are the object of th is  
study. The following groups were a s s w d  to be involved: The conces- 
sionaires, the Indonesian y t ,  the forest service, and the indi- 
genous population, all of them bemg centered around the wmd resource, 
i .e . ,  the tropical rain forest. 

A l i terary study of these groups shawed that: 

1. P k x t  tinker is extracted from the Kalkmtan tropical rain forest, 
I which is one of the richest ecosystem on earth; it contains a high 

pelcentage of valuable hardwxd species, tminly Dipterocarps. Techni- 
cally, a penmnent exploitation of th is  ewsystem with the use of natural 
regeneration mthcds i s  feasible, as is proved by a n a l m s  situations in  
Malaysia and the Philippines. 

2. In practice, however, Sorest exploitation is generally done on the 
basis of a "hit-and-run" strategy without any care for recovery o r  
regeneration. This is due to high exploitation costs, the tenporal 
character of the concession a m n t ,  the lack of stringent legal 
regulations or, i f  any, insufficient inplenwtation. The forest  service 
is by no mans equal t o  its task. 

3. Usually foreign ccorpanies enter Indonesia by creating a joint venture 
with a native counterpart. Before 1971 irost were -11-scale mn- 
mchanical enterprises, in increasing nwS3ez-s attracted by the f a ~ r a b l e  
cancession conditions, rising prices, and the decrease of v c d  supplies 
in surrounding countries. After 1971 large-scale enterprises gradually 
took over, using heavy m c h d c a l  equiprrent. !They were favored'bylegal 
regulations forbidding the export of t i h e r  extracted by non-mxhanical 
mthods, incmasing the minirmrm concession area, etc., and, secondly, by 
price fluctuations causing the withdrawal of s m l l e r  campanies. 

I 4.a. On the whole, the Indonesian governrrwt's interests run parallel 
with those of the concessionaires. By 1976, over a milliard dollars 

I had been invested in the forestry sector. Annual exports increased up 
I to  18.6 million m3 ($751,000,000) in  the sm year. Kalhtan---- 
i cial ly East Kalbtan--provided 71.6 percent of IndonesiaJs timber 



exports i n  1975. Since 1972, the country has been the w r l d ' s  leading 
exporter of logs. 

4.b. Haever, in te res t s  diverge on the mtter of wood processing 
industries, which is one of the concession ag-ts. The governrent 
shows an increasing insistence on the  execution of this p o u t ,  as wood 
supplies a re  l ikely to diminish. 011 the  other  hand, an unfawrable 
m k e t  situation--regional a s  well a s  mndial--and high production costs ,  
prevent the concessionaires (except the largest  of them, such a s  Wyer- 
hauser-ITCI, Sorianoy, etc.) f m  being willing executors of t h i s  
condition. In practice, not much prcqress i n  industrialization has 
been mde. 

5. The "Dayak" way of l i f e ,  which has been well-adapted to the rain 
forest ecosystem, is violated in several ways: by govemrrent program 
of "Indonesianization," transmigration and resettlmt, as well a s  by 
the exploitation ac t iv i t i es  causing the destruction of t h e i r  enviranment 
and the disruption of t h e i r  societies-the l a t t e r  e i ther  by unofficial 
contacts o r  by the organized "commity developnmt" programs of the 
largest conpanies. 

In sumrary, prognoses of the s w i v a l  of the  K a l h t a n  rain fores t  and 
its Dayak inhabitants cannot help being pessimistic. Even i f  effect ive 
solutions were presented--necessarily supported by a po l i t i ca l  f r m r k  
changed i n  the i r  favor--their inplementation probably w u l d  be too l a t e .  

Fazicka, I. "Rent Pppropriation i n  Indonesian izqqing: East K a l h t a n  
1972/3-1976/7," h l l e t i n  o f  Indones ian  Economic Studies, V01. E, NO. 2, 
July 1979, pp. 45-74, tables, graphs. 

A widespread feeling ex is t s  t h a t  timber concessionaires, mst of them 
foreign f i m  o r  finns with foreign participation, WE all&, thmugh 
a lenient taxation r e g h ,  to appropriate too large a share of the 
resource rent  ( i -e . ,  the m r k e t  value of the resource services) and thus 
t o  in f la te  substantially the r a t e  of return on the capi tal  invested. The 
debate so f a r  has been hampered by a paucity of  enpir ical  evidence and a 
lack of precision, quite apart from displaying a good deal of m t i o n a l  
invol-t. The aim of t h i s  paper is to present, and t o  a m m n t  on, 
estimates of the resource rent  generated in the course of tinker exploi- 
tation i n  East K a l h t a n  during the e i u m  1972/3 to  1976/7, and 
to consider the question of the r e n t ' s  &vlslon between firms and the 
Cbvenurent as  owner. In addition, the paper discusses a closely related 
issue of forestry taxation. 

Suparlan, Parsudi. "Ethnic Groups of Indonesia," The Indones ian  
Q u a r t e r l y ,  Vol. 7, no. 2, April 1979, pp. 53-75. 

Due to the fact  tha t  the Indonesian go-nt has been reluctant to 
promte research on Indonesian ethnic groups.to be carr ied out by 
Indonesian scholars, mt studies  to-date'have been done by foreign 
social scient is ts .  This condition has harrpered the flow of informtion 
on ethnic groups to Indonesian policy makers who have to deal with 
ethnic minorities. The present paper gives a short survey of the main 

ethnic groups, the problem they face, and the relationships they 
have with other ethnic groups. According to the author, ethnic 
and cul tural  differences do not in themselves generate inter-ethnic 
conflict.  It is  rather  the conpetition f o r  social  s ta tus  and access 
to economic resources which invites ethnic groups to oppose each 
other. 'Ib 0verc.m~ bcisting problems, the author argues, the govern- 
mt needs mre anthropological evidence collected tkrough enpirical 
research. For tkis reason, it w u l d  be well advised not to discourage 
such research i n  the future. 

Aberdeen, University o f ,  1980. ?he Ins t i tu te  of South-East Asian 
~ i o l o b  - The F i r s t  Ten Years 1969-1979, Aberdeen 

Ashton. P.S.. 1974. "The Plants and Veaetation of  Bako National Park." 
& Malay. Nat. Journal 24 : 151-162. * 

Blust; mbert A., 1974. "A Double Counter-universal in Kelabit," 
Papers i n  Linguistics 7.3-4:309-24, Ecimntxm. 

, 1977. "Sketches of the Morphology and Phonology of 
Bornean Languages, 1: W J m  (Kayan) , " Pacif ic  Linguistics A33 
(Papers in Borneo and Western Austronesian Linguistics 2 ) ,  7-122, 
-ma. 

, 1980. "Iban Antynmy : A Case from Diachrony?" IN 
Linguistic Studies Offered to Berthe S i e r t s m ,  ed. D. J. van 
Alkennde. et  dl.. m. 35-47. Amterdam. Fcdo~i .  - -  . A -  , 1980. "Wre on the mig- of k l o t t a l i c  Consonants," 
to appear i n  Lingua. 

, 1980. "Linguistic hridence f o r  Solre Early Austronesian 
Taboos," to appear i n  the Amrican Anthroplogist.  

Brunia. E. F.. 1971. "On the Ecolwical  Sianificance of Drouqht in the 
Equatorial wet hrgreen (~ainj Forests of  (~omGo) IN 
J. R. Flenley, ed., The Water Wlations of Malesian Forests, Hull, 
Depar-t of Geography. 

Collier, William L., 1980. "Observations on Ttm Sea Fishing Villages i n  
S m t r a  and K a l h t a n ,  " Indonesia Circle, London, School of Oriental 
and African Studies. No. 22, PO. 33-54. 

D i h y ,  A., 1965. " ~ m l & i c a l  ~ a t a f r a m  the Sanpit Area (Central Kali- 
mtan) , I N  Symposium on Ecological Fesearch i n  Humid Tropics Vege- 
ta t ion,  Kuchinq, Sarawak, UNESCO, South East Asia ~cience Cooperation 

E'ranz, JO~E&& C. , 1980. Das Sultanat Brunei: Erdijlreichtum und Ent- 
wicklungs problem, N i i r - r g ,  Im Selbstverlag des Wirtschafts- m d  
Sozialaeoaral3kischen I n s t i t u t s  der Friedrich-Alexander-Universiet. -> > 

Jenkins, D. V. an; G. S. de Silva, 1978. "An Annotated Check List of 
the Birds of the munt  Kinabalu National Park, Sabah, Malaysia," 
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah Society Wnograph. 

Jong, Kwiton, edi tor ,  1977. Transactions of the F i f th  Akrdeen-Hull 
Symposium on Malesian Ecology, Hull, Depar-t of Geography, 
Miscellaneous Series No. 21. 

Kartawinata, Kuswata, 1975. "The Exploitation of Natural Forests and 
Natural Area Developrent," Biolndonesia 1: 17-23. 



Niaolaisen, Ida, 1977/78. "The Dynamics of Ethnic Classification: A 
Case Study of the Punan Bah in Sarawak, " Koknhavn, Folk, Vol . 
19-20, pp. 183-200. 
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THE BOIWEO R E S W  COLNCIL (mntd. £ram p. 39) 

Fellows of d e  Borneo Research Counci2 ------ 
The privileges of Fellows include (1) participation in the organization 
and act ivi t ies  of the Council; (2) r ight  to form amnittees of Fellows 
to deal with special research problems or interests; (3) support of the 
Council's program of furthering research in the social, biological, and 
medical sciences in  Borneo; (4) subscription to the Borneo Research 
Bulletin. .\ 
Tne Fellows of the Council serve as a pool of howledge and expertise 
on Borneo matters which m y  be drawn upon to deal with specific problans 
both in the f ield of research and in the practical application of 
scientific howledge. 

Fellowship i n  the Council is by invitation, and enquiries are welcaned 
in this regard. 

r n r n T I 0 N  FOR ALrnORs 

Research Notes: These should be conceriied with a smmq of research 
on a part- subject or  geographical area; the results  of recent 
research; a review of the l i terature;  analyses of the s t a t e  of research; 

and so forth. Research Notes differ  from other contributions in  that 
the material covered should be based on original research or  the use 
of judgment, experience and personal knowledge on the part of the 
author in the preparation of the material so that  an original conclu- 
sion is reached. 

Brief Ckxnrmu - 'cations: These differ  from the foregoing in that no 
orlama1 conclusions are drawn nor any data included based on oriainal 
research. Tney also diffex in consisting primarily of a statenenE of 
research intentions o r  a sumnary of news, ei ther  derived from private 
sources o r  swnnarized from it- appearing i n  other places tha t  may 
not be readily accessible to the readers of the Bulletin but which 
have an interest  and relevance for  than. They k n ~ ~ c l u d e d  with 
the contr'ibutor's name in parentheses following the i t an  t o  indicate 
the source. Smmries of news longer than one o r  tm paragraphs wil l  
appear with the contributor's name under the t i t l e  and prefaced by 
"From". 

Biblio a hic Section: A Bibliography of recent publications wil l  
a p p e a r ? n p e a c h ~ o f  the Bulletin, and. consequently, reprints 
or other notices of recent piiEEZons would be gratefully received 
by the Editor. 

Other Itans: Personal news, brief swmaries or research act ivi t ies ,  
= t m i c a t i o n s ,  and other brief items w i l l  appear without the 
source specifically indicated. The Editor urges those contributing 
such news items to send than i n  the form in which the contributor 
wishes them to appear rather than leaving th is  t o  the discretion of 
the Editor. 

A l l  contributions should be sent to  the Editor, Borneo Research 
Bulletin, c/o D e p a r m t  of Anthropology. C o l l e g ~ i 7 T G G i Z i d  
~ l l i a m s b u r g ,  Virginia, 23185, U. S. A. 

SrYLE FOR ~ B r n C R J S  -- 
Please suhdt a l l  contributions double spaced. Research Notes and 
Brief CcnmmicatFons should be limited to  apprcocimately eight double- 
spaced pages. Footnotes are to be avoided wherever possible. Biblio- 
graphies should be l i s ted  alphabetically by author a t  the end of the 
contributions: author should appear on a separate l ine,  then date, 
t i t l e  of a r t ic le ,  journal, volme n d e r ,  and pages. For books, 
include place of publication and f inal ly publisher. References in  
the body of contributions should be ci ted by author's l a s t  name, 
date, and page nuher as follows : (Smith 1950: 36-41) . For puncamtion 
and capitalization refer  to Bibliographic Section. 

Names mentioned in the News Section and other uncredited contributions 
w i l l  be capitalized and underlined. 


