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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

There  are 'c lear indications of in teres t  in and openness 
t o  research b y  administ rators o f  t h e  four  pol i t ical u n i t s  of 
Borneo. Despite t h e  un iversa l i ty  of bureaucra t ic  mazes 
t h r o u g h  which  researchers--and non-researchers--must find 
t h e i r  ways, t he re  appears t o  b e  an awareness t h a t  t he re  i s  
more t o  b e  gained t h r o u g h  research in to  actual condi t ions 
and circumstances, t h a n  t h r o u g h  prevent ing  it. T h i s  i s  a 
fundamental change. f r o m  res t r ic t ions  which were imposed 
f rom t h e  mid 70s t o  t h e  ear ly  80s, and we applaud t h e  
v is ion and courage o f  those responsible. 

Consistent w i t h  openness, one o f  t he  policies o f  t h e  
Bu l le t in  has been publ icat ion "of all t he  news that 's  fit t o  
p r i n t . "  The re  appears i n  t h i s  issue a lengthy  research 
r e p o r t  r e p r i n t e d  f r o m  Kuki la.  T h e  material in t h e  r e p o r t  i s  
o f  importance, but probab ly  would not  be seen b y  most 
readers o f  t h e  Bul let in.  hence, i t s  inclusion. T h e  Bu l le t in  i s  
no t  copyr ighted,  a n d  we encourage t h e  use o f  material in 
o ther  scholar ly  publ icat ions w i t h  permission o f  authors.  

O n  a m b c h ,  m o r e  mundane  l e v e l :  Paymen ts  f o r  
subscr ip t ions  and  o r d e r s  must  b e  in pounds s te r l i ng  sent  t o  
t h e   council;'^ account in t h e  Midland Bank ( B l a c k f r i a r s  
Branch. 22 Stamford Street, Blackfr iars,  London SE1 9LJ 1 o r  
i n  dol lars d rawn  on a U.S. bank, sent  t o  the  Edi tor .  Please 
do  n o t  send checks o r  money o rde rs  in any  o the r  cur rency,  
and d o  n o t  send pounds t o  t h e  Ed i to r  o r  checks i n  U.S.  
dol lars t o  Midland Bank .  We have jus t  received a remi t -  
t a n c e  w i t h  a note f r o m  the  Assistant  Manager, Mid land 
Bank, t h a t  " the  col lect ion o f  Fore ign Bank charges . . . 
would exceed t h e  amount o f  t h e  cheque." Your  cooperation 
wi l l  be  appreciated. 

We a re  indebted t o  t h e  fo l lowing persons f o r  t h e i r  
cont r ibu t ions  wh ich  have k e p t  u s  solvent and enabled u s  t o  
continue t h e  work  of t h e  Council. ( I f  o u r  records  a r e  
inaccurate a n d  anyone's name i s  omitted, we lay  t h e  blame 
on o u r  computer system--excluding processors--and ask t h a t  
you not i fy  us .  Con t r i bu to rs  are:  Gale Dixon, W. R.  
Ceddes. P . Bion Grif f in, L inda Kimball, Ronald Provencher, 
A. J. N. Richards, Anne  Schiller, and Wilhelm Solheim. 

ENDOGAMY AND SECTION MARRIAGE I N  L A B U K  

ELIZABETH KOEPPl NG 

Ormond College 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Melbourne 

M y  own research among Kadazan o f  t h e  lower Labuk, 
w h i c h  e n t a i l e d  s i x  v i s i t s  between 1970 and  1986, f u l l y  
suppor ts  t h e  suggest ion made b y  D r .  Appe l l  i n  t h e  Septem- 
b e r  1986 BRB concern ing Kinabatangan k i n s h i p  t h e r e  a r e  
def in i te ly  in t h i s  east  coast reg ion  g r o u p s  wh ich  wh i le  n o t  
' l ineal' i n  t h e  classic A f r i c a n  mode, a re  n o t  'cognat ic '  as 
t h a t  has been unders tood h i t h e r t o  i n  Sabah. 

T h e r e  a re  two  po in ts  I wish t o  comment u p o n  here, 
p i c k i n g  u p  on Appell ,  a n d  these concern  endogamy and 
section marr iage in people o f  t h e  cen t ra l  Kinabatangan and  
t h e  cen t ra l  Labuk,  t h e  t w o  areas f o r m i n g  one cu l tu ra l ,  
demographic and economic c lus ter ,  f o r  t h e  minimum distance 
between i s  less t h a n  one day ' s  easy wa lk .  Be fo re  deal ing 
w i th  these speci f ic  issues, I mus t  g i v e  a summary o f  k insh ip ,  
based on  Char te red  Company reco rds  a n d  o the r  l i te ra ture ,  
and my own work  i n  lower Labuk  vi l lages, res iden ts  o f  
which migrated f r o m  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  Labuk,  a n d  f rom 
var ious  pockets o n  t h e  Kinabatangan, Sugut ,  a n d  Pa i tan IBen-  
koka during t h e  l as t  s i x t y  years .  F a r  f r o m  t h i s  mobi l i t y  
des t roy ing  a real  system, t h e  c o n t r a r y  appears more val id; 
p r o v i d e d  t h e  researcher  s o r t s  o u t  o v e r  t ime deta i ls  o f  
movement and  t h e  complexi ty  o f  in ter re la t ionsh ips ,  such  
dynamism can expose t h e  l i v i n g  roots  o f  wha t  may o therwise 
seem an immutable ( a n d  I would  suggest  dead)  system. 

Out l ine  o f  Lower L a b u k  K insh ip .  

Some features  i n  t h e  k i n s h i p  p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e  L a b u k  and  
Kinabatangan suggest  t h a t  l ineal  as much  as cognat ic  modes 
o f  cateqor iz inq a n d  o rqan iz inq  re la t ionsh ips  a r e  present :  - 
skewedmar r iage  prohibyt ions, the levirate,' firm vi;-ilocality 
w i t h  p a t e r n a l  f i l i a t i o n ,  endoqamy o r  g r o u p - c o n t r o l l e d  
exogamy and  in one area, marr iaqe sec tFns .  C u t t i n g  across 
t h i s  i s  t h e  b i la tera l  k ind red ,  a named isolate w i t h  t h e  usual  
r i g h t s  and  associated obl igat ions.  I n  modern times, it i s  the 
k i n d r e d  which i s  more re levan t  t h a n  a n y  aforement ioned 



l inea l  tendencies, ye t  l ineali ty i s  the essential cu l tura l  l i t t le  choice, or  even chance, of a marriage par tner  if rules 
underpinning, ,and any understanding of the  classification were kept .  The ra te  and pa t te rn  of  in f ract ion suggests tha t  
system o r  of local d ispute settlement, to take jus t  two it was ei ther not  possible t o  keep bo th  sets, o r  t ha t  one set 
spheres, i s  dependent on tha t  fact. 1 was r a t h e r  un impo r tan t ,  even  inappl icable.  Marriage 

Tak ing the Labuk as our  example, it i s  clear tha t  t he  
valley was d iv ided amongst separate named local groups w i t h  
a degree of corporateness not  apparently found elsewhere in 
Sabah. These banqsa sabanar were endogamous, the  f i ne  f o r  
infract ion being paid in pig 's blood, and being thus similar 
t o  tha t  f o r  marriage w i t h  a parallel second cousin. E n t r y  
t o  them was gained b y  parentage and b y  residence. Each 
formed a fighting group, invo lv ing a complex and labile 
pat tern of  allies and enemies, which fought mainly about 
land in the  upper Labuk and mainly over products of  t he  
land, ra t tans etc, in t he  lower. Each banqsa sabanar was 
seen by others as corporate and therefore responsible f o r  
the  delicts of  members. 

Endoqamy 

Exchange marriage between part icular bangsa sabanar 
did exist, though t he  behaviour of  the man was watched 
careful ly by the g i r l ' s  side, any shortcoming res t r i c t ing  
f u r t h e r  exchanges. Sibl ing exchange marriages between 
families in t he  endogamous un i t  did take place, wi th  t he  
exchange o f  t he  basic legit imating bur r ian  ra ther  than  of  
any larger sums of  money. Sucli  marriages had an almost 
built in f rag i l i ty ,  as problems in one spilled over t o  t h e  
other early 6 th i s  century, f o r  example, one of a pa i r  of  
bro thers  marr ied t o  a pa i r  of sisters drank and beat h i s  
wife, which caused f r i c t i on  in the  other family and af fected 
the i r  whole segment o f  t h e  community. Size of  these un i t s  
i s  of course ha rd  t o  estimate and the smallpox epidemic of 
t he  186O1s, which threatened t he  system long before t he  
f l e e t i n g  v i s i t s  o f  Colonial  of f icers began, adds t o  the  
problems. One u n i t  was composed of 5-7 villages, the  lesser 
predominating. Hatton (among others) posits a vi l lage size 
o f  about 35 adults, and so there ivould have been about 200 
adults spread over t he  t e r r i t o r y  of each group in the  post- 
smallpox period, h igher  densities being found in the  upper  
region. 

A s  a n  endogamous g r o u p  amongst whom cous in  
marriage was ideally banned, such a reduced un i t  allowed 

I between f i r s t ,  second and t h i r d  paraliel cousins, was only 
I allowed on payment o f  a fine. t h e  most expensive be ing t ha t  

paid f o r  FBD: any f i r s t  cousin alliance, apar t  f rom being 
limited t o  r i cher  people, caused disquiet  f o r  t h e  community 
and the threat  of s te r i l i t y  and g r i e f  f o r  t he  couple. Second 
cousin marriage however, while of f ic ia l ly  tabu, was in much 
of the  Labuk encouraged, even p re fe r red .  The  people's 
assumption t ha t  paral lel cousins a re  closer than  cross, and 
father 's closer than  mother's while no t  ref lected in nomen- 
c lature (c.f.  ~ a s i K o  1976:139) does d i f f e r  f rom t h e  ideal I cognatic model. 

T h e  requ i rement  of endogamy w i th in  the  g roup  of  
vil lages making u p  t h e  banqsa sabanar took precedence over 
the cousin ban, and was par,t of  parental  expectations f o r  
chi ldren. In 1970, f o r  example, parents questioned in one 
village were more liable t o  opt  f o r  a banqsa sabanar member 
as t he  most suitable spouse f o r  the i r  ch i ld  than  any other, 
i r respect ive of where they, o r  the i r  chi ldren, were born.  
Banqsa sabanar  af f i l iat ion aside, co-vi l lagers ( i t  was a 
community wi th  11 banqsa sabanar i n  common w i th  a good 
many in t h i s  region of  heavy in-migration over  t h i s  cen tu ry )  
were more acceptable as spouses than non-residents, and 
while no f ine  was then  paid f o r  exogamy a t  e i ther  v i l lage o r  
banqsa sabanar level, out-marriage was ef fect ively sanc- 
t ioned by the  exact ing of  a h igher  bridewealth, o r  more 
commonly b y  the insistence on f u l l  payment, f o r  outsiders. 

Since 1970, the  idea of  t he  banqsa sabanar has fal len 
away completely in t he  main v i l lage studied, though  retained 
t o  an e x t e n t  elsewhere. In t he  mid-19701s, a time of 
cons iderab le  s t r e s 3  in t he  region, t h e  cohesion of  the  
cluster of  Kadazan v~ l l ages  i n  contiguous t e r r i t o r y  as a un i t  
of secur i ty and of  marriage was evident in speech and in 
action. The fact  tha t  these covered many d i f fe ren t  banqsa 
.sabanar was t o t a l l y  un impo r tan t ,  t h e  f a c t  of  common 
residence 'in one t e r r i t o r y  be ing paramount. Marriages were 
between vi l lagers o r  between villages o f  t h e  area. 

1 In my last v i s i t  to  Sabah in 1986, it was clear t ha t  t h e  
vil lage could not  prov ide acceptable spouses f o r  educated 



gi r ls .  Any  though t  of  endogamy within a defined t e r r i t o r y  
i s  gone; the  hope now is  tha t  these g i r l s  marry  a Kadazan 
from anywhere i n  Sabah. The country, ra ther  than the  
vi l lage cluster o r  even t he  valley, i s  thus  becoming t he  
endogamous circle, although not  without much discussion; a 
local boy, a known set of parents, is  st i l l  p re fer red.  I 
cannot say whether the  same sanction against out-marriage, 
t he  exaction of h igher  bridewealth, st i l l  prevails as so many 
o f  the  educated g i r l s  have married Muslims, and f igures are 
thus  skewed due ' t o  the  ext ra  payment due on conversion. 

Section System 

Members o f  those bangsa sabanar or ig inal ly based in 
t he  nor thern  r ivers,  o r  in the  headwaters of  the  Labuk, 
each belong t o  a single named unit, there being no f ine r  
sub-divisions. ( It i s  t r u e  that  Bundu Tuban had two named 
groups, b u t  these clearly der ived from the migration of  one 
segment to  the  upper  Sugut; the par ts  remained allies, and 
intermarried, b u t  th i s  does not make a section system. 
Banqsa sabanar f rom the  middle Labuk, between Telup id  and 
Tampias, who moved easily i n  the past between t he  two 
r ivers,  had ei ther sections, o r  shallow descent groups. I 
wi l l  discuss, the  former, tak ing the  Puteh as ou r  i l lustration, 
and leave t he  latter, t yp i f i ed  b y  the  Segilitan, f o r  another 
paper. 

P u t e h  peop le  appear  r e g u l a r l y  i n  records o f  t h e  
Chartered company officers; they were s t rong f ighters,  based 
in the  Tampias 'd is t r ic t .  A large group, they were d iv ided 
in to  f ou r  sections: Puteh Tampias, Puteh Lomom, Puteh 
K i ta r ing  and Puteh Puteh (see C.O. 85512.1886). These sub- 
sections were resident ia l ly  based, and exogamous, b u t  th i s  
exogamy was clear ly stated, and was not  t he  'exogamy' 
which der ives merely f rom the  fact  of  common residence o f  
a number of closely related families. 

Residence was s t rongly  viri local, br ides living in t he  
house o f  the i r  in-laws fo r  two years, before a separate 
home was made. Th i s  contrasts wi th  the  s t rongly  uxori local 
pat tern of  t he  lower Labuk, where such residence lasted f o r  
only one year, during which time the v i r g i n  b r ide  accus- 
tomed herself t o  t he  new life; v i r g i n i t y  in  the  middle and 
upper par ts  of t he  r i v e r  was not  expected. Ties between 
brothers-in-law (ipag) were strong, and had certain be- 

havioural expectations no t  shared b y  lanqu, sisters-in-law, 
o r  b y  a woman's brother- in- law lanqu. 

It i s  t h e  case t h a t  pa t r i f i l i a t i on  i s  s t rong  in the  
central  and lower Labuk ( inc lud ing  uxori local v i l lages) which 
i n  some cases causes shu f f l i ng  of nomenclature and  pos t  hoc 
fudging of parental o r  grandparental  allegiance. Reasons 
g iven f o r  pat r i f i l ia t ion var ied.  Men were l ike ly  t o  say tha t  
because t h e y  made (mamaal) t he  child, and t h e  woman 
merely tended (mamira) t h e  ch i ld  in t he  belly. t h e  ch i ld  
natura l ly  came f rom the  man; women dissented in pr ivate .  
Others said tha t  the  mother provides t he  blood and the 
spir i t ,  ginavo, which her  labour ing body calls down f rom the  
eastern sky  and t he  fa ther  prov ides t h e  f lesh and bone. 

P a t r i f i l i a t i o n  needs n o  exp lana t i on  w i t h  v i r i l o ca l  
residence; it i s  usual, and expedient. t o  belong t o  t h e  g roup  
w i t h  whom one l ives. I suspect t ha t  pat r i f i l ia t ion wi th  
uxori local residence caused no real tension t ha t  could not  be 
solved b y  re-assigning parents  because it occurred a t  a time 
when the  whole system had  lost  i t s  ra ison d'etre.  Systems 
are ref lectors of social situations as well as suggestors of 
action, and as such change and evolve w i th  var ied pace and 
direct ion.  

There are d i f f icu l t ies  in comprehending t h e  work ing  of  
t he  Puteh section system a t  t h i s  late date, t hough  these are 
no t  insurmountable. Clear ly if does no t  m a r r y  in to  the  
g roup  of either parent  o r  male grandparent,  who share t he  
name of a parent. he wi l l  have to  ma r r y  in to  t h e  g r o u p  of  a 
grandmother. Th i s  means h e  wi l l  have t o  m a r r y  a second 
cousin who, as we have seen, i s  b y  one reckoning banned 
b u t  b y  the other p re fe r red  i n  t he  recent  past. In us ing  t he  
word 'preferred,' I mean j us t  that: were a girl t o  b e  of fered 
t o  h e r  second cousin and h is  parents  re ject  her,  tha t  
angered the  potential donors, and where a girl marr ied of 
her  own account, spu rn i ng  an available second cousin, some 
informants f e l t  ashamed and uneasy lest  t h e  spurned  one's 
parents be resent fu l .  

The  Kindred 

I have out l ined some aspects of what may be  a lineal 
system in t h i s  region, no t ing  t h a t  o f  course much more 
work must b e  done. Lest  t h e  reader feel it i s  all too 



uncomfortable, even b izar re  to  ta lk of lineal tendencies in 
Borneo, le t  me now turn br ie f l y  t o  a more usual element of  
cognatic systems, though one more evident in lineal systems 
than earl ier writers, fear ing muddles i n  pr is t ine models, 
cared to  allow. It i s  the  k indred. Villages i n  th i s  area 
were  composed of  l inked kin l i v ing  i n  separate houses. 
Children l ived wi th  the  parents (molloing) and maintained 
close t ies wi th  cousins, f o r  there was a k ind red  sulud in 
th is  area. hhisulud i s  "my own personal band of  dependable 
people, good f o r  aid, support, bridewealth assistance," and 
so on. S u l u d  do molloing kusai i s  my fatherls set of  
s i b l i ngs  and  cousins,  s u l u d  do molloing tonqondu my 
mother's; unless t he  context  warrants it, sulud do molloinq 
suffices. Members of  the  sulud are sibling, f i r s t  second and 
third cousins in decreasing order of surety, w i th  sibl ings 
and f i r s t  cousins making the t ightest  group. Aff ines are not  
included in the  sulud. Thei r  exclusion i s  noticed more 
strongly in at t i tude and expectation than in words; sulud 
members are p a r t  o f  t h e  aid group, the i r  affines are not. If 
t h e  speaker  wishes t o  include spouses, then the term 
misusulud i s  used. 

Close sulud'members are abused if they fai l  t o  t u r n  u p  
f o r  a life-5ycle ceremony; th i s  i s  not, or  i s  f a r  less, the  
case if other-generation relatives absent themselves. Sulud 
members are conscious of the i r  obligations. jus t  as the  
mother of a b r ide  i s  conscious of  hers when she distr ibutes 
a t i n y  port ion of the  ompit money to  her second and third 
cousin t o  re:emphasize her  t ie. It i s  unusual f o r  a woman 
to  borrow r ice Srom another who i s  not her sul'ud; when t h i s  
happened, the lender was ve ry  wary, explicit ly wondering 
why the borrower had not  gone to  her own sulud. Moral 
obligation and group responsibi l i ty i s  neatly i l lustrated b y  
the following exchange between a husband, broadcasting h is  
feelings f o r  h is  wife and her family, and h is  MZS, who was 
present. "She's too hot, too keen on l y i ng  down; I can't 
stand l i v ing  wi th  her .  Not surpr is ing, ' for  she's the ch i ld  of 
a whore." The cousin yelled, "Shut up. Don't shame our  
sulud b y  us ing disgust ing words'." 

The sulud does f u l f i l l  Appellls (1966:143) definit ion of 
the  k ind red  as hav ing "a nat ive term, similar norms and 
sense of normal obligation.'' It is an ego-centered g roup  of  
people, w i th  d is t inc t  ideas of  obligations, albeit tempered b y  

distance and b y  inclination. and def in i te hopes of aid and 
secur i ty.  

Conclusion 

In th i s  shor t  work ing paper, I have set ou t  some of 
the  issues and possible points of  f u r t h e r  in terest  in Labuk 
k insh ip  and, b y  t he  extension which I noted above, in 
central Kinabatangan kinship.  While it i s  reasonable t o  say 
tha t  t he  banqsa sabanar was def in i te ly endogamous. and tha t  
th i s  was later translated in to  vi l lage endogamy which i s  now 
becoming ethnic endogamy, I cannot say tha t  t he  Puteh 
section system indicates patr i l ineal  k inship.  f o r  I am no t  
satisf ied w i th  a concept of  l ineal i ty which implies exclusi- 
v i t y  o f  recruitment, ignor ing residence, o r  in f lex ib i l i t y  o f  
aff i l iat ion. The section system existed, and w i th  suf f ic ient  
people f lour ished in tha t  cu l tu ra l  milieu, f o r  it af forded 
clear regulation of marriage, maintenance of  g roup  assets 
and secur i ty  in an area of  constant skirmishes. Preferent ia l  
second cousin marriage coupled wi th  an ostensibly incompa- 
t ib le  ban on cousin marriage i s  understandable if we accept 
tha t  two systems operate more o r  less together, one based 
on t he  middle Labuk - Kinabatangan and t h e  other  on t he  
RunguslSugut lLabuk delta. W i t h  the  passage of  time, and 
t he  upheavals of  the  last century,  which element was prime, 
which quiet ly continued, and which was dropped as i r re le-  
vant, depended on the  perceived situation, t h e  relat ionship 
of the various groups to  the par t icu lar  piece o f  land of  
which they  l ived o r  t o  which they  moved, and t he  estima- 
t ion of each other. and t hus  of  kin ideology, he ld  b y  the  
various groups. 
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NOTES ON THE KEBAHAN OF WEST KALIMANTAN 

B .J .L .  Sellato 

T h i s  ar t i c le  i s  a fo l low-up t o  a paper t h a t  appeared i n  
t h e  Borneo Research Bu l l e t i n  some t ime ago ( v o l .  18, no.  1, 
19861, ent i t led  " A n  E thn ic  Sketch of t he  Melawi Area. West 
Kalimantan".. It i s  i n tended  t o  deal w i th  one o f  t h e  e thn ic  
g roups  l i s ted  and. b r i e f l y  descr ibed in 1986, t h e  Kebahan o f  
t h e  Kayan r i v e r  basin, and altogether t o  s t ress  again t h e  
need f o r  e thnograph ic  research in t h i s  area. 

I shal l  f i r s t  l i s t  t h e  var ious  Kebahan sub-groups,  t h e i r  
v i l lages and  population, on  t h e  basis o f  t he  data I col lected 
during several qu i ck  s u r v e y  t r i p s  i n  1984 and  1985. T h e n  I 
shal l  ten ta t ive ly  g i v e  a gl impse o f  t h e i r  h i s t o r y  and  e thn ic  
connections, r e l y i n g  on  a sk in-deep review o f  t h e  b ib l io -  
g raphy .  Final ly, I shal l  p r o v i d e  some b r i e f  e thnograph ic  
f i e ld  data concern ing a few in teres t ing  features o f  t h e i r  
cu l tu re .  It shou ld  b e  emphasized t h a t  a l l  data p rov ided  
below are no1 pe r fec t l y  rel iable. 

I T H E  KEBAHAN SUB-CROUPS 

T h e r e  a r e  o v e r  7500 Kebahan living i n  t h e  Kayan r i v e r  
drainage.  About  6000 o f  them reside i n  t h e  Upper  Kayan 
D i s t r i c t  (kecarnatan Kayan Hulu, d i s t r i c t  seat a t  Nanga 
Teb idah)  a n d  some 1400 more in t h e  Lower Kayan D i s t r i c t  
(kecamatan 'Kayan Hi l i r ,  seat a t  Nanga M a u l .  In the.  
following. under l i ned  place names a re  names o f  desa, as 
l i s t e d  i n  of f ic ia l  documents, whereas o ther  names e i the r  
s tand f o r  hamlets o r  a r e  a l te rnat ive  names o f  desa. A s  a 
number o f  v i l lages have moved t o  new sites and  a re  known 
u n d e r  new names, whi le s t i l l  c a r r y i n g  the i r  o ld  desa name, 
a n d  as n o  re l iable map i s  available, some d i f f i cu l t i es  have  
ar isen i n  i den t i f y i ng  ex i s t i ng  v i l lages and hamlets, and desa. 
Numbers in b o l d  t y p e  r e f e r  t o  maps 2 and 3. Populat ion 
f i g u r e s  w e r e  ob ta ined  f r o m  camat and  pol ice o f f i ces  in 
Nanga Teb idah and  Nanga Mau and deal w i t h  t h e  year  1984. 

1 T h e  Upper Kayan Kebahan I Kebahan U l u  1. See map 2 1 . 
T h i s  g r o u p  inc ludes f i v e  sub-groups, each w i t h  a high 

adat  o f f i ce r  ( temanggung ) . 

1 a Kebahan Kayan U l u  
1 

It consists o f  t e n  desa, located on  t h e  u p p e r  Kayan 
and on t h e  Lemasau, u n d e r  t h e  ada t  a u t h o r i t y  o f  Temang- 
gung Rindang ( r ecen t l y  deceased) a t  Nanga Lemasau. 

I * on  t h e  Lemasau: 
1 Menalou (214) 1 2 Melaban Pedini (171 1 
3 P e n g a y a n g  a n d  4 Modang, t w o  hamlets, re -  

mainder of Nanga Peranai ( 1091, t h a t  moved t o  
i Nanga Lemasau. 

5 ~ a n g a  Lemasau ( 1 6 9 ) ;  a l s o  l i v i n g  h e r e  a r e  
Ensonanq (741, and  p a r t  o f  Nanga Bawai (116). 
Nanqa Peranai and  Nanqa Bedau 

* on  t h e  uppermost  Kayan: 
6 Nanqa Bedau (226): ne ighbour ing  Nanqa Bawai 

b u r n e d  i n  1975 a n d  p a r t  o f  i t s  populat ion came 
here.  

7 G u r u n g  (20 doors)'; a hamlet o f  Nanqa Bedau. * on t h e  Kayan below Nanqa Lemasau: 
 endi in ding (5 doors) ,  a hamlet o f  Merah 
Merah Ara i  (300) -- 
Kerotau = Pandau (65) 
Pintas = Bonqkal  (124) 
Ubai, small longhouse belongs t o  Labanq 
(below ) 

Ara i .  

L inang  

b Kebahan Kayan Tonga' 

It inc ludes 8 desa, on t h e  "middle upper "  Kayan, under  
Temanggung Bu jang Band i  of L i n t a n g  Tambuk.  

* on  t h e  Kayan r i v e r :  
13 Ransah  = L a b a n q  L i n a n q  (45) ;  inc ludes Ubai 

I above . 
14 Ara '  ( 4  doors) ,  hamlet o f  Labang  Linanq. 
15 Bangau (110) .  
16 Mengkokal = Jemur inq (120).  
17 Tanah Merah (253) .  -- 
18 Lin tanq  Tambuk (257).  
19 Ohong = Temianq (257).  * on  t h e  Menayan ( o r  Mendayan) : 
20 Pelai1 Menayan (126) .  
21 C u r u n g  Panjang (1101; inc ludes a hamlet, Pamai. 
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c Kebahan Coneh 

It i n c l u d k  18 desa under  Temanggung Abang Anoi o f  
Tan jung  Lalau. 

* on  t h e  Kavan: 
~ & i u n ~  Lalau (232).  
Terus, a hamlet o f  Empakan 1. 
Keluwih  (191 ) . 
K p a k a n  1 (221 ) and Empakan 2 
Tan jung  Lio, hamlet o f  Empakan 
Nampon, hamlet o f  Empakan 1. 

31 Tero tong  (90); also cal led Kedomu. 
32 Jabai, belongs t o  Terotonq.  
33 Topan 1 (89). 
34 Topan 2 (181). 
35 Nanga L i b u  (126); inc ludes hamlets Nanga Rangung 

and Buh ing.  
* on  t h e  Ungai: 

23 Jelai 1 (130) and  Jelai 2 (157). 
24 Pelail (80); also l i v i n g  he re  i s  Kajanq Laban (49 ) .  
25 Nanga Tonqoi  (46) = Engkabang; inc ludes some 

Limbai: 
* on t h e  Goneh and  in land:  

36 Jungkau (96) .  
37 Tonang Goneh ( 166) a n d  Gununq Beranqkat  ( 109). 

* o n  t h e  u p p e r  Langgai: 
44 Berunda i  (87 ) .  
45 Jempayanq (90).  - 

d Kebahan Coneh Nangah 

T h i s  group,  now considered a b r a n c h  o f  t h e  Kebahan 
Coneh, l ives a t  t h e  confluence o f  t h e  Teb idah and  t h e  
Kayan. Nowadays probab ly  engu l fed  in the  prec inc ts  o f  t h e  
small t own  o f  Nanga Teb idah (38 ) .  t h e i r  number i s  n o t  
k n o w n .  T h e y  a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  adat  ju r isd ic t ion  o f  t h e  
temanggung o f  t h e  Kebahan Goneh. 

e Kebahan Kayan Ili' o r  Kebahan Semadai 

T h i s  g r o u p  inc ludes 5 desa, under  Temanggung Pelangka 
o f  Semadai. 

39 T e m u r u n g  (265 ) : inc ludes some Melayu families. 
40 Semadai (216).  
41 Nanqa Laun (146).  
42 Nanga Langgai, belongs t o  Semadai. 
43 Pera rang  ( 5 0 ) .  on  t h e  Langgai .  
46 Entogong, a f f i l ia t ion  unknown.  

f T e r r i t o r y  a n d  ne ighbours  

We have been deal ing so f a r  w i t h  t h e  Upper  Kebahan 
l i v i n g  w i th in  t h e  l imi ts o f  t h e  reg ion  perce ived as be ing  
t h e i r  e thn ic  t e r r i t o r y .  T h i s  s i tua t ion  has been r a t i f i e d  by 
t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  b y  g i v i n g  s e v e r a l  adat  o f f i ce rs  a 
ju r isd ic t ion  over  a number o f  v i l lages a n d  hamlets. 

While t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  boundar ies t o  t h e  Southeast w i t h  
( t h e  Limbai l  and t o  t h e  East ( w i t h  t h e  Melahui) a r e  marked 
by n a t u r a l  l imi ts and  ra ise  n o  question, t o  t h e  South, 
however, it appears t h a t  t h e  Limbai have been encroaching 
on Kebahan land and popu la t ing  p a r t  o f  t h e  Unga i  r i v e r  
area. 

T h e s e  Limbai a re  cal led Limbai-Kebahan o r  Limbai- 
Kayan, and it i s  said t h a t  seven Limbai v i l lages i n  t h i s  area 
have h is tor ica l ly  fa l len  u n d e r  Kebahan adat, t h a t  is, in 
r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  land t h e y  have requested and obtained f rom 
t h e  Kebahan. t h e y  accepted conformi ty  t o  Kebahan adat  and 
t o  b e  considered Kebahan. A f t e r  t h e  i n te rven t ion  o f  t h e  
modern d i s t r i c t  administrat ion, a confused s i tua t ion  remains. 
T h e  te r r i t o r i a l  l imi t  between Limbai and  Kebahan i s  now t h e  
Ungai r i v e r :  t h e  l e f t  bank  belongs t o  t h e  Kebahan, w i t h  
such mixed Limbai-Kebahan v i l lages as Nanga Tongo i  (25) 
under  Kebahan adat; and  t h e  right b a n k  belongs t o  t h e  
Limbai. w i t h  another mixed v i l lage (Meranti ,  471, and  even a 
repor ted ly  f u l l y  Kebahan v i l lage I Gurung,  481, u n d e r  Limbai 
adat. These Limbai y e  said t o  speak a language heav i ly  
i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  Kebahan. I t  must  b e  noted t h a t  a 
Kebahan vil lage. cal led Meropal, i s  r e p o r t e d  on  t h e  upper  
Man r iver ,  among Limbai settlements. 

Some Kebahan, coming f rom Semadai. moved i n t o  t h e  
Payak before  World War II a n d  built a v i l lage a t  Rambun 
(50;  pop. 142) and  a small longhouse a t  Gerungang(51) .  
T h e y  were g ran ted  permission b y  t h e  Payak t o  set t le i n  
t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y ,  w i thout  h a v i n g  t o  pay f o r  t h e  land, b u t  



under the  condit ion tha t  they "become Payak". Therefore, 
they are now wi th in  t he  Payak adat jurisdict ion of Temang- 
gung  Amat of  Toran. 

It i s  not  clear to  which group (Undau, Payak, Papak o r  
Kebahan)  t h e  right bank of  the  Kayan between Nanga 
Tebidah and Nanga Langgai belongs. One should note tha t  
all Kebahan , settlements a re .  on the  le f t  bank. 

Two Tebidah villages, Gamari 1 (130), and Camari 2 
(45) are t o  be found on the  uppermost reaches of  t he  Kayan 
r iver ,  above Gurung, and it i s  not  qui te sure whether they 
a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  temanggung of  t he  
Kebahan Kayan  Ulu. It must also be reported tha t  a 
number of Kebahan families l ive  in t he  small Undau vi l lage 
o f  Ransa (491, downst ream f r om the  l imit of Kebahan 
te r r i to ry .  

2 T h e  Lower Kayan Kebahan ( Kebahan 'ulak) . ( See map 3)  . 
They l i ve  on t he  lower Mau and Ungai-Mau r ivers,  on 

the  le f t  bank of t he  Ingar, and in land in-between, in 13 
desa. They number about 1400 and have only one temang- 
gung, b y  t he  'name of Pinyang, res id ing a t  Bongkal. 

* on the  Mau r i ve r :  
52 Lundang 1 ( 103) = Mabang. 
53 Lundanq  1 (52 ) and Kelanqau (1  12 1 .  
54 Paoh Bora (83) .  

* inland: . - 
55 Belimbing (148). 
56 Keranj ik (74); p a r t  of  i t s  population has moved t o  

the  Lebang vi l lage of Nyangkum (61). 
57 Sungai Lalau (89).  
58 Mawang (66): p a r t  has moved to  Nyangkum. 

* on t he  lngar  r i ve r :  
59 Semukau (92). 

* on t he  Kayan: 
60 Bongkal (150). 

T h r e e  desa  h a v e  n o t  been located: Subai (116), 
Semampai ( 106 1,  and Obak (223). Par t  of the  lat ter  vi l lage 
i s  said to have moved t o  Nyangkum. Besides, it i s  no t  
known whether t he  area around Bongkal i s  pa r t  of t he  
t radi t ional  t e r r i t o r y  of t he  Lower Kayan Kebahan o r  has 

been acquired. ,since it lies i n  a region occupied b y  t he  
Barai . 
3 Other  Kebahan. 

Although the Kebahan say they  came or ig ina l ly  f rom 
the Kebahan Indu' and Kebahan Mantu' r ivers,  f a r t he r  down 
the Kayan (see map 3).  it seems tha t  no Kebahan vi l lage has 
remained in t ha t  area, now populated b y  t h e  Barai. 

Besides one Kebahan vi l lage on t h e  upper  Man (men- 
t ioned above), informants repor t  two villages, Kelaki l  (63) 
and Tanjung Pauh (64), on t he  Melawi near Nanga Pinoh, as 
being populated b y  Kebahan long ago t u rned  Muslims. 

In t h e  P inoh  area, t w o  g roups  are found, called 
Kebahan Ara i  ( o r  r i ve r ine  Kebahan) and Kebahan Darat, 
respectively along the  banks of the  Pinoh r i v e r  and some 
d is tance  in land f rom t h e  le f t  bank of  t he  Pinoh. The 
former are now Muslims. Other Kebahan a re  repor ted on 
t he  Belimbing r iver ,  a le f t  t r i b u t a r y  of  t he  lower Melawi 
(see map 1 1. 

II THE SOURCES AND A GLIMPSE OF HISTORY 

As has been said above, only a superf ic ia l  review of  
the  main bibl iographical sources has been carr ied ou t  before 
completion of  t h i s  paper. 

One of  the  earl iest references t o  t he  Kebahan seems t o  
be found i n  von Kessel ( 1849-50: 1791, who repor ts  tha t  the 
Kabahau I sic) inhabi t  t he  Pinoh, Kenyikap ( Penyikap 1,  
Penanie I? 1 ,  Mankabau ( ? ) ,  Kayan and Melawi r ivers,  
total l ing 3000 people. K u h r  (1896:63) also mentions the 
Kebahan. T h e n  En thoven  p r o v i d e s  a l i s t  o f  t r i b e s  
(1903:453), r e p o r t i n g  t he  Kebahan t o  b e  l i v i ng  (as of 1895) 
on the Kayan, Ingar, Man and Pinoh. and total l ing 1550 
people i n  25 vil lages. To this, he adds ( p .  454) other 
Kebahan. tu rned  Muslims, l i v ing  on the  Melawi and the 
Pinoh, and total l ing 1923 people i n  18 settlements. It i s  not 
c lea r  whether the  two categories overlap. It is  wor th  
remarking tha t  the  Muslim Kebahan were in any case more 
numerous, and tha t  p a r t  of them are probably nowadays 
considering themselves as simply Melayu. 



Enthoven, in h is  list, also mentions the Cunih, Kayan 
and Nangah Dayak (a l l  l i v ing  on the Kayan 1, and the  Jampal, 
inhabi t ing t he  Menayan r i ve r .  Al l  of the  groups above (w i t h  
the  exception, perhaps, of the  Muslim Kebahan) were, along 
w i th  the  famous warl ike Tebidah, among the Mardaheka ( o r  
f ree)  tribes,, t ha t  i s  those who d i d  not pay t r ibute,  as the  
Serah ( o r  ser f )  t r i bes  did, to  the Panembahan ( t h e  Sultan 
and h is  relat ives) of Sintang. These Mardaheka t r ibes  of  
the  Kayan basin remained f ree  unt i l  t he  "Excursion" of  the  
Dutch against t he  .Tebidah i n  1891 (see Enthoven. 1903:425). 

So it appears t ha t  ou r  Kebahan, a t  the  end of  t h e  19th 
century, were inhabi t ing t he  Kayan, Man and lngar  areas. 
Pr ior  t o  that, according to  the i r  own tradit ion, they were 
l i v ing  i n  the  area of  the two Kebahan r ivers,  on the  lower 
Kayan. Then why did they move? One possible reason i s  
tha t  they  wanted t o  escape the  Sultan's inf luence and h is  
relatives' exactions on t he  lower reaches of  the  Kayan and 
get closer to  t he  f ie rce ly  independent Tebidah (upstream the  
Kayan) o r  to  the  f ree  Limbai (across to  the Man). Another 
reason tha t  can b e  considered i s  tha t  they had t o  abandon 
the i r  exhausted land (see Enthoven, 1903:241; today t h i s  area 
i s  almost exclusively covered b y  alang-alang grass)  and get  
bet ter .  We should note tha t  all the western and nor thern  
ne ighbour&  o f  t h e  Kebahan ( t he  Barai, Undau, Payak, 
Lebang were Serah tr ibes.  

It is not  clear whether the Kayan, Gunih, Nangah and 
Kebahan were d is t inc t  ethnic groups. However, it i s  clear 
tha t  the  Cunih-{see Enthoven, 1903: 241 ; Bouman, 1924: 195 ) 
are our  Kebahan Goneh; and tha t  t he  Nangah are those 
Kebahan Goneh Nangah l i v ing  around Nanga Tebidah. 

Enthoven's Kayan tr ibe, as opposed t o  the  Kebahan, 
may wel l  h a v e  been  t h e  people ca l led  today Kebahan 
Semadai, l i v i ng  on ly  on t he  main Kayan r i ve r .  Then the  
Kebahan proper  (as l is ted b y  Enthoven) would be  our  Lower 
Kayan Kebahan, those who really, come from the  Kebahan 
r i ve r .  Possibly, those Kebahan 'proper, living between t he  
Kayan and t h e  Melawi, west of  the  Man, moved toward t he  
Belimbing, t he  Penyikap and the Pinoh, as well as t o  the  
lngar  and the  Man, when they abandoned the i r  wastelands, 
i n  a centr i fugal  movement. 

Now, who are those Jampal people? L i v i ng  on the  
Tebidah and the  Menayan, and a t  t h e  same time dist in-  
guished from the  Papak, t h e  Tebidah and t he  Kebahan, they 
may correspond t o  the  present-day Kebahan of  the  upper  
Kayan. They would have, f o r  some reason ( t h e  Dutch 
exped i t i on  aga ins t  t h e  Tebidah ? ) .  retreated f rom the  
Tebidah o r  a t  least f rom the  Oran t o  t he  Menayan, and 
sett led on the  upper  Kayan, above t h e  Kebahan Goneh. 

Subsequently, the Kayan, Cunih, Jampal, and Nangah 
may have  aggrega ted  t o  t he  Kebahan, al though former 
subdivisions pers is t  t o  date. The  high population f i gu re  
obtained f o r  t he  present-day Kebahan ( 8400), compared to  
the mere 1550 g iven f o r  1895 f o r  the  Kebahan proper, must 
be accounted f o r  b y  t he  merging of the  var ious groups 
above. Considering the  homogeneity o f  t he  present Kebahan 
language, it may be  reasonable t o  think tha t  al l  these 
groups were anyway closely related. 

The Kebahan who moved t o  t he  Man area may have 
ei ther joined t he  Limbai o f  t h i s  area or, l i ke  some Limbai 
villages, sett led on the  banks  of  t he  Melawi and become 
Musl ims.  Acco rd i ng  t o  v o n  Kessel (1849-50:181), the  
Kabahann (s i c )  were then already "half-Muslim" . 

As f o r  the  Limbai, we know tha t  they  have been living 
since long ago on the middle Melawi (Enthoven, 1903:419 
and 452 1 and the  Keruab ( v o n  Kessel, 1849-50: 178). B u t  
Bouman reports Limbai settlements on the  Kayan drainage 
area (1924:194). Th is  suggests t h a t  the i r  presence in the  
Ungai area i s  not  recent. 

So probably, Limbai and Kebahan have been car ry ing  
on a close association since long ago in these f l a t  lands 
between Melawi and Kayan, and t h i s  accounts f o r  t he  fact-  
tha t  t he  language of,the Kebahan of  the  Ungai and tha t  of  
the 'neighbouring Limbai are closely akin. 

What can be  said of  t h i s  r epo r t  by Enthoven (1903:418) 
tha t  the  Dayak of  t he  Gilang used t o  belong t o  t h e  g roup  of  
t r ibes of  the Kayan r i ve r  and f led  t o  join the  O t  Danum? 
Nowadays, the people of t he  Gilang seem to  be  jus t  one 
sub-group of the O t  Danum of the upper  Melawi, speaking 
the  same O t  Danum language. However, t he  Gilang are ve r y  
close t o  the  upper Tebidah and, as we shall see, the re  are 



some cul tural  features common t o  the  groups of t h e  Kayan 
and to  the Ot  Danum. 

. As it has certainly been noticed, much of t h e  above i s  
ra ther  speculative. A thorough review of the Dutch sources 
( including colonial archives) concerning the area of the 
Kayan, f rom '1850 onward, wi l l  allow f o r  a bet ter  and more 
complete reconstruction of ethnic migrations and a bet ter  
understanding of  local ethnic identities. 

Ill A BIT OF ETHNOGRAPHY 

In the  fol lowing lines, I shall br ie f ly  describe a few 
characterist ics of  t he  Kebahan. re ly ing on my meagre f ie ld  
notes. 

One f i r s t  s t r i k i ng  fact  i s  i n  the habitat: dozens of 
small scattered settlements, as can be  seen on map 2, f o r  
instance. One meets a small longhouse o r  a c luster of small 
houses every now and then along the river, o r  along the  
path inland. The average desa gathers 100 to  200 people, 
t he  smaller ones consist ing of l i t t le  more than 50; and some 
hamlets have ha rd l y  more than 20 o r  30 inhabitants. Bigger 
v i l lages ( u p  10. some 400 souls) are either those where 
several desa have regrouped or  those that  have schooling 
facilities. and were indiv idual  families from smaller neigh- 
bour ing .hamlets chose t o  settle. 

Th is  i s  a common feature among quite all the  ethnic 
groups of the.,Kayan area, as among the O t  Danum of the 
upper Melawi. 'Current local administrative policies consist 
in tentatively regrouping t he  desa in to  bigger vil lages le.g.  
the  kecamatan Kayan Hulu wil l  reduce the number of  desa 
f rom 111 to  a mere 14; total population of the  d is t r ic t :  
17,518 in 1984). 

Kebahan society seems t o  have no system of ranks  o r  
classes, and no hered i tary  leadership.. The temanggung are 
usua l l y  old and much-respected ,men, chosen o r  elected 
among elders of  a number of  villages ( 5  to  18 desa) as the 
holder of adat author i ty  f o r  a sub-group and t o  represent 
t he  sub-group a t  the  d is t r i c t  level. Whereas the  t i t l e  of 
temanggung may have  been introduced b y  the colonial 
admin is t ra t ion ,  it i s  p robab le  t h a t  t h e  corresponding 
f u n c t i o n  (se t t l ement  o f  local confl icts, maintenance of  

adat,. . . I  used t o  be  he ld  b y  one o r  several wise elders in t h e  
same conditionsx as today. When a temanggung dies (as 
Temanggung Rindang of  Nanga Lemasau did recently), a man 
f rom another v i l lage i s  usual ly chosen t o  replace him. Now, 
t h e  choice must be agreed upon by t h e  camat ( d i s t r i c t  
ch ie f ) .  

Besides, each desa has a kepala desa, o r  v i l lage mayor, 
e lec ted by t h e  popu la t ion  and accepted by t h e  camat. 
Considering t he  high degree of population movement from 
one desa to  another, of  community sp l i t t i ng  in to  various 
hamlets, it appears tha t  t he  local g roup  has a ra ther  weak 
level of  social integration. 

Another interest ing feature of  t h e  Kebahan i s  in the i r  
r i tua ls .  They used t o  c a r r y  ou t  ei ther cremation of  t he  
dead o r  secondary funerals. Under normal conditions, the  
corpse i s  cremated and t h e  ashes and lo r  pieces o f  bone are 
gathered in to  a small jar  o r  bot t le  and placed in a mauso- 
leum or  ossuary (sandung) erected on a post. If, however, 
the  paddy has already begun t o  sp r i ng  u p  in t he  f ie lds  when 
a person dies, cremation i s  forb idden (since t h e  smoke may 
be  harmful t o  t he  young paddy)  and t h e  corpse i s  bur ied  in 
the  g round  w i th  a coffin. A f te r  harvest, t h e  bones are 
picked up  and placed in t h e  sandung. Superb sandung are 
s t i l l  t o  be seen i n  many Kebahan vi l lages (L in tang  Tambuk, 
Semadai and others), o f ten f lanked by anthropomorphic 
statues ( kejahan 1 . 

This  t ype  of funera ry  pract ice i s  ve r y  similar t o  tha t  
of  t he  Ot Danum, except f o r  t he  fac t  tha t  t h e  Kebahan 
apparently do not  erect those long poles ( to ras )  and the  
jar-and-dragon posts (sekaran o r  sengkaran). It may b e  
tha t  the Kebahan version o f  the  sandung (one v e r y  high 
pos t  wi th  the ossuary o r  ash-box on top of  it, w i th  a 
carved dragon o r  d e e d  i s  a blend of  the  short, massive Ot  
Danum sandung. bu i l t  on several posts. and t h e  sekaran. 
The erection of the  Kebahan sandung was accompanied by 
an animal sacrifice and, it i s  said, a human head had t o  be  
bur ied  underneath the post. It must b e  noted t ha t  the  head 
o f  t h e  carved animal (dragon o r  o ther)  is, in Kebahan 
sandung.  a lways t u r n e d  toward downstream, re f lec t ing 
specific notions of  cosmogony about t h e  t rave ls  o f  t he  soul 
and i t s  f inal  resting-place. 
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So it seems t h a t  t h e  Kebahan are  p a r t  o f  t h e  same 
cu l tu ra l  area as t h e  O t  Danum and other peoples of Centra l  
Kalimantan. a t ' leas t  insofar  as the  fune ra ry  pract ices are 
concerned. In West Kalimantan, t h i s  area extends as f a r  
downstream t h e  Melawi as t h e  Limbai country,  and at  least 
as f a r  N o r t h  as t h e  Teb idah group.  It should b e  noted t h a t  
t h e r e  are  remains o f  h indu is t  o r  brahmanist presence i n  t h e  
upper  Melawi and Kayan area. 

As f a r  as i s  known. the  Kebahan have abandoned 
almost completely t h e i r  t rad i t iona l  t y p e  o f  funerals, but t h e  
e x i s t i n g  sandung a re  s t i l l  t he  objects of r i t u a l  concern 
today, and I am qu i te  s u r e  t h a t  much can s t i l l  b e  learned on 
t h e  subject f rom e lder ly  people ( l i k e  t h e  temanggung).  

In some vil lages, a special r i t ua l  of shamanistic c u r i n g  
(cal led bel ian o r  sentama) i s  s t i l l  car r ied  out, u s i n g  a swing 
(pedodu: t h i s  also ex is ts  among some groups o f  t he  lower 
Mahakam). T h i s  can b e  witnessed a t  places where people 
are  s t i l l  s t i ck ing  t o  t h e i r  t radi t ional  re l ig ion (Pintas. Nanga 
Lemasau, f o r  example). 

A s  c a n  ' b e  - u n d e r s t o o d  f rom t h e  scantiness o f  t h e  
informat ion p rov ided  above, the  Kebahan, l i ke  a l l  t h e  e thn ic  
g roups  o f  t h e  Kayan area and o f  t he  Melawi a t  large. bad ly  
need some basic ethnographic work  and my opin ion i s  t h a t  
t h e y  largely deserve scholars' attention. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the  in t roduct ion t o  h is  Annotated checkl ist  of t he  
b i r ds  of Borneo, Smythies (1957) outlines t he  h is tory  of 
ornithological s tudy  of  t h e  island. A notable lack of  f ie ld  
studies in Kalimantan (Indonesian Borneo) i s  apparent over 
t he  past fiftjl years. In the  previous century,  the re  had 
been some t y o  dozen individuals collecting o r  studying, 
espec ia l l y /  in t h e  Banjarmasin area, b u t  faunal studies 
v i r tua l l y  ceased af ter  the  outbreak of the  Second World 
War. Pfeffer (1960-1961) took p a r t  in a French expedit ion 
t o  East Kalimantan, and Pearson (1975) published a b r ie f  l i s t  
o f  b i r ds  in t h e  Kutai  reserve, the  s i te of a f ie ld  research 
station u n t i h i t  was destroyed b y  f i re  i n  1983. Thei r  data, 
and some unpublished records of  a few others in the  1970's 
(J.  T .  Marshall, K. V.  Thompson) are incorporated in to  the  
third edit ion of  Smythies' The B i rds  of Borneo (1981 1. 

The purpose of  t he  present paper is to  publ ish notes 
on Kalimantan b i r d s  t o  cover the per iod f rom those included 
in the  latest edi t ion of  Smythies' work u p  t o  t he  present 
time, and t h u s  t o  update the record in expectation of- an 
increase in ornithological ac t iv i ty  in the  near f u t u re .  There 
has been v e r y  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  study, and i n  acknowledgement 
t o  Smythies' third edition, the Earl of Cranbook writes: "I 
r e g r e t  on ly  t ha t  the  book s t i l l  retains such a s t rongly  
nor thern  and north-western bias. The f ou r  provinces of  
Kalimantan encompass t he  greater p a r t  of  t h e  island of  
Borneo. Up-to-date ornithological knowledge of  t h i s  area i s  
sadly deficient. Perhaps t h i s  edit ion . . . . . . . . . . wi l l  find i t s  

way in to  lndonesia and stimulate in terest  and comment". 
T h e  p r e s e n t  pape r  con t r ibu tes  a l i t t l e  to  redress t h i s  
imbalance. 

As was already apparent ear ly i n  t h i s  century,  the  
chances o f  finding new species in Kalimantan are now 
probably remote, a l though wide areas o f  t he  submontane 
in ter ior  remain u t t e r l y  unexplored ornithological ly. Fur ther -  
more, most Bornean endemics are montane, and although 
t h e y  a r e  wel l  d e s c r i b e d  f r o m  t h e  nor thern  por t ion of  
Borneo, t h e i r  d is t r ibut ion t h rough  the  h igher  mountain 
ranges tha t  extend in to  Kalimantan i s  imperfectly known. 
Not one s ight ing of a montane endemic has been repor ted in 
Kalimantan in recent decades. 

However, t he  lowlands c a r r y  a few endemics and some 
apparently ve r y  ra re  species, while the  south-eastern corner 
of  Kalimantan i s  especially interesting, w i t h  i t s  Pleistocene 
af f in i t ies w i th  the  fauna of  Java. There are also some small 
but intriguing aff in i t ies with,, Sulawesi. Regional variat ions 
and races, sometimes w i t h  c lear ly recognizable differences i n  
song, would prov ide a fe r t i l e  f i e ld  f o r  s tudy.  

The senior author (DAH) has made b r i e f  v i s i t s  t o  each 
of  the  f ou r  provinces of  Kalimantan (West, Central, South 
and East) in 1974 and 1981-85, while engaged on official 
du t i es  w i th  the  Government of lndonesia as a land use 
planner. These duties, however, did no t  permit  time t o  b e  
s p e n t  in r e s o l v i n g  problems of  ident i f icat ion o r  in the  
preparat ion of  comprehensive s i te l is ts.  Sites v is i ted are 
l is ted in Appendix 2, Kenneth Bu r t on  ( K B )  was resident i n  
Palangkaraya f rom Ju ly  1984 t o  May 1986,, h e  also v is i ted 
t h e  u p p e r  B a r i t o  in August-September 1986. We also 
g r a t e f u l l y  acknowledge t h e  extensive records t h a t  were 
f ree ly  supplied b y  Tom Gula (TG)  who was resident i n  
Banjarmasin f rom March 1983 t o  Ap r i l  1985. Acknowledge- 
ment i s  also due f o r  t he  incidental s i te l is ts  prov ided b y  
Syar i f i n  Gardiner (SG) and David  Wall (JRDW), mostly f rom 
Central Kalimantan. 

The Snowy Mountains Engineer ing Corporation team on 
t h e  Pade Hydroelectr ic Project in t h e  upper  Sambas region 
of West Kalimantan have publ ished a bird l i s t  (SHDC, 1983) 
based on specimens b rough t  t o  t h e  base camp by vi l lagers.  
These were ident i f ied a t  s i te us ing s tandard reference works 



o r  in some cases sk ins  were purchased and i den t i f i ed  in t h e  
"Aust ra l ian  museum". As  t h e  author  o f  t h e  bird l i s t  i s  n o t  
stated, it i s  n o t  possib le t o  g i v e  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  records,  b u t  
those o f  i n te res t  a re  quoted in t h e  t e x t  w i t h  t h e  approp-  
r i a t e  source. 

T h e  reco rds  of a l l  these observers  are incorpora ted in 
t h e  species l i s t  in Append ix  1. F igu re  1 shows t h e  main 
g e o g r a p h i c a l  f ea tu res  o f  Kalimantan, and a g lossary  o f  
locations i s  g i v e n  in Append ix  2. Appendix 3 l i s t s  t h e  main 
conservat ion rese rve  in Kalimantan. 

O u r  observat ions a re  almost to ta l l y  conf ined t o  t h e  
lowlands and  swamps, w i t h  v e r y  few coastal v i s i t s  a n d  none 
t o  t h e  m o u n t a i n s .  T h e  m o u n t a i n  c h a i n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  p a r t s  o f  Kal imantan remain a wide open f i e l d  f o r  
s t u d y  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  have t h e  resources t o  mount  t h e  
expedi t ions needed t o  reach them. T h e  lowland p la ins  range  
f r o m  u n d u l a t i n g  t o  h i l l y  a n d  c a r r y  t h e  r i ches t  fo res ts .  
However, sandy te r races  w i t h  acid heath  fo res t  s u r r o u n d  t h e  
p l a i n s  w i d e l y ,  r e a c h i n g  a w i d t h  o f  100 k m  in Cent ra l  
Kalimantan. .Outside t h e  te r races  l ie  extensive peat  swamps 
t h a t  in turn b o r d e r  t h e  t i da l  f l a t s .  A t  t h e  long i tude o f  
Palangkaraya,. sands a n d  peat  occupy a zone 250 k m  wide.  

T h e r e  are  ex tens ive  swamps in Kalimantan. Those 
i n land  on  t h e  Kapuas R i v e r  (West Kal imantan) a re  bel ieved 
t o  b e  v e r y  acid, a n d  may lack faunal  var ie ty ,  a l though t h i s  
awaits conf i rmat ion.  Many o f  t h e  r i v e r i n e  swamps in t h e  
sou th  o f  Cent ra l  Kal imantan a re  also acid, t h o u g h  ac id i t y  
decreases towards  t h e  coast. Two  small lakes in Tan jong 
P u t i n g  rese rve  have  good potent ia l  f o r  b i r d s  (Gald ikas g d. 
1985), as has  a l a r g e r  unexp lo red  lake by t h e  Seruyan R i v e r  
(Lake  Sambuluh o r  Ba le jau) .  T h e  Mahakam lakes o f  East 
Kal imantan a re  h is to r ica l l y  q u i t e  well known, t h o u g h  v i s i t s  
t o  t h e s e  in 1984 w e r e  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  o r n i t h o l o g i c a l l y .  
Probab ly  t h e y  were s t i l l  r ecove r ing  f rom t h e  v e r y  severe 
d r o u g h t  o f  1982-83, a t  wh ich  t ime most of t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  
peat  swamps were  des t royed  b y - f i r e .  T h e  r i ches t  swamps 
appear t o  b e  those ad jo in ing  t h e  most densely popu la ted  
r u r a l  area of Kal imantan in t h e  B a r i t o  dra inage l y i n g  n o r t h -  
east o f  Banjarmasin ( t hese  l ie  across t h e  b o r d e r  o f  Cent ra l  
and  South  Kal imantan 1 .  

L o g g i n g  h a s  now ex tended t o  most reg ions  o f  t h e  
lowlands and  h i l l s  and  has  been i n tens i ve  local ly .  S h i f t i n g  
c u l t i v a t i o n  h a s  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  f o r e s t  o v e r  wide areas, 
especially in West Kal imantan where h u g e  expanses o f  t h e  
Kapuas  b a s i n  h a v e  been to ta l l y  deforested, except  f o r  
remnants on  swamps, sandy te r races  a n d  b o r d e r i n g  moun- 
ta ins.  New sett lements such  as those u n d e r  t h e  Govern-  
ment 's  t ransmigra t ion  programme a re  sp read ing  but so f a r  
t h e i r  impact has been o f  minor  importance compared t o  t h a t  
o f  s h i f t i n g  cu l t i va t ion .  T h e  most impor tan t  rese rves  and  
national p a r k s  o n  t h e  main land a re  l i s ted  in Append ix  3. 
T h e  tota l  area establ ished o r  proposed f o r  conservat ion i s  
qu i t e  extensive, b u t  in p rac t i ce  adequate po l i c i ng  o f  many o f  
these reserves  has n o t  y e t  been implemented, a n d  in several 
i n s t a n c e s  t h e  n a t u r a l  f o r e s t  cover  has  been damaged. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w i t h  t h e  inc lus ion  o f  l a rge  areas in t h e  
mountains a n d  along t h e  coast t h a t  have  o f f i c ia l  s ta tus  as 
P r o t e c t i o n  Fores t ,  a reasonable degree o f  p ro tec t i on  i s  
af forded.  T h e  g rea tes t  t h r e a t s  come f r o m  s h i f t i n g  cu l t i va-  
t i o n  and t h e  r i s k  o f  f o r e s t  f i f e s  in logged areas. 

Pa r t s  o f  Ku ta i  National P a r k  have  been logged, a n d  t h e  
p a r k  was severe ly  damaged by t h e  f o r e s t  f i r e s  o f  1982-83, 
w i t h  almost to ta l  des t ruc t i on  in t h e  logged areas. T h e  f i r e  
i s  repu ted  t o  have  damaged 3.5 mi l l ion hectares in East 

) Kalimantan, mak ing it one o f  t h e  most calamitous env i ron -  

I mental t raged ies  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  T h e  e x t e n t  o f  damage i s  
v a r i a b l e ,  b e i n g  most ex t reme in logged areas a n d  peat 

/ swamps, 800,000 ha  o f  p r i m a r y  un logged f o r e s t  were  af fected 
b u t  t h e  damage was less severe  a n d  eventua l  f u l l  r ecove ry  

i might  b e  expected.  A v i s i t  t o  a b u r n t - o u t  logged area by 
DAH a t  Muara Wahau in 1985 was ex t remely  depressing,  
w i t h  f r u g i v o r o u s  b i r d s  in p a r t i c u l a r  b e i n g  almost en t i r e l y  
absent. 

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  areas o f  l imestone k a r a t  in t h e  
eastern ha l f  o f  Kalimantan, w i t h  a spectacular  concent ra t ion  
in t h e  cen t ra l  eas tern  area a round  Sangku l i r ang .  Many a re  

I d i f f i c u l t  t o  reach  a n d  t o  o u r  knowledge t h e y  have  neve r  
1 been s tud ied  systemat ical ly .  T h e  Tal isayan area o n  t h e  edge 

o f  t h i s  reg ion  i s  developed o n  a l imestone p la t fo rm a t  on l y  1 50 m e t r e s  AHSL, a n d  a b r i e f  v i s i t  i nd i ca ted  s ign i f i can t  
; var iat ions in t h e  av i fauna l  composition, w i t h  hill elements 

predominat ing.  



We cannot hope t o  produce checklists of  the  standard 
of  tha t  for  ,Sabah ( Gore, 19681, where the  records of some 
dozen observers over  several years are given cover ing an 
area about one-sixth tha t  of Kalimantan. Instead, t he  more 
signi f icant observations are presented below. Appendix 1 
l is ts  al l  t h e  species we have recorded, wi th  province. Dates 
are no t  g iven in t h e  t e x t  except where relevant, in many 
cases they  can b e  der ived f rom author and locali ty. The 
majority of our  observations are being recorded on the  data 
sheets of  t h e .  Atlas of Oriental Birds, organized b y  t he  
Department of  Zoology, Univers i ty  of  Malaya. 

Ou r  discussion shows tha t  the study of  b i r d s  i s  once 
again active in Kalimantan. and it should form a baseline 
f o r  t h e  more de ta i l ed  check l i s ts  that  we hope wi l l  be 
prepared f o r  such reserves as Gunung Palung, Tanjong 
Put ing and elsewhere. 

Systematic Notes 

CORMORANTS AND DARTERS 

Anhinga:melanoqaster i s  local but widespread in small 
numbe rs  o n  lakes  a n d  along r ivers .  It i s  moderately 
common' i n  t h e  Mahakam swamps (DAH) and breeds at  
Tanjong Put ing (Galdikas & A. 1985). Apar t  f rom one 
unident i f ied Phalacrocorax sp. at  t he  bird lake in Tanjong 
Pu t ing  (9. &. ) , there appear t o  have been no records of  
cormorants since P. niger  and P. sulc l rostr is were obtained 
in 1851 iSi ' the Bar i to  swamps. 

Smythies fa i led t o  specify any records f rom Indonesian 
Borneo. About 25 Freqata arial were present o f f  t h e  mouth 
of the  Berau River  on November 15 and 19, 1985 ( D A H ) .  

HERONS, EGRETS and BITTERNS 

I A r d e a  p u r p u r e a  i s  repor ted t o  b e  one o f  t h e  s ix  

I ' b reeding wetland species at  Tanjong Put ing (Galdikas g 4.. 
1985). a n d  o c c u r s  in small numbers i n  the  Bar i to  and 
Mahakam areas and along r ivers in Central Kalimantan. 
Elsewhere it appears to  be rare, w i th  one record  f rom the  

I Pawan River.  We have no records of A. cinerea and only 

one A. sumatrana, three single b i r d s  in t he  Sesayap and 
Sekatak deltas. 

Butor ides s t r ia tus i s  common along r i v e r s  in al l  areas. 
Ardeola sp. i s  v e r y  common in the  B a r i t o  swamps, w i th  a 
roost o f  up - t o  500 b i r ds  in December near Blunang and 
smaller numbers on the  Mahakam lakes. in Ap r i l  and July 
IDAH) .  B i r ds  i n  breeding plumage were confirmed as A. 
speciosa b y  TG i n  the  Bar i to  region i-n February  and August, 
and it seems l ike ly  tha t  t he re  i s  a breeding colony sorne- 
where in t h e  area. 

E g r e t s  a re  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  common in Kalimantan, 
Galdikas g A. ( 1985 in fe r  tha t  Egret ta alba and 5. garzetta - 
breed a t  the  lake in Tanjong Pu t ing  but numbers of  each 
species are no t  g iven ( " the nest ing s i te  o f  one t o  two 
thousand b i r d s  o f  a t  least s ix  species"). We have scattered 
records of Bubulcus ibis, fi.  alba and E. garzetta f rom the  
GE q u a d r a n t  o f  Kal imantan, i n c l u d i n g  a few b i r d s  in 
breeding plumage, g. ibis af 'Bat i -bat i  in A p r i l  (KB, T G )  and 
E. garzetta near Muara Ancalong in A p r i l  (DAH).  Most - 
records of  DAH concern E. intermedia; on Ap r i l  15 a total 
of 100 was counted along t he  Talan River  between Huara 
Ancalong and the  confluence w i th  t he  Mahakam, b u t  only 
one was seen on the  Mahakam lakes in July.  A distant 
roost of  over 1000 egrets near Amuntai in November may 
have been t h i s  species. A t  present E. intermedia i s  assumed 
t o  be  a winter visitor, but t h e  possibi l i ty  ex is ts  t ha t  there 
i s  an undiscovered breeding colony. 

There are a few records of mostly white phase E. 
sacra along t he  NE coast. The presence o f  a pa i r  o f  da rk  
phase b i r ds  on the  Telen River  but below Muara Wahau on 
Apr i l  11 i s  unusual I DAH 1; t h e  s i te i s  100 km from the  coast 
by d i rect  flight, but 300 krn b y  r i ve r .  The b i r ds  were 
feeding on a sandbayk in the  r i v e r  when f i r s t  d isturbed. 

I Galdikas e t  al, quote Nyct icorax nyct icorax as one of 

I the s ix  breeding species on t h e  lake in Tanjong Puting, but 
the species i s  evident ly r a re  and t he  on ly  other record we , have i s  of one near Kuala Ku run  in October 1985 I K B ) .  

I 
lxobrychus cinnamomeus i s  assumed t o  be  resident, I t h o u g h  a p p a r e n t l y  b reed ing  i s  y e t  t o  b e  confirmed in I Borneo. We have records on ly  f rom the  Bar i to  swamps and 



Pleihari ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  months of A p r i l  and  Augus t .  I. 
sinensis occurs  in t h e  same region, and  t h e  presence o f  one 
o f  t h e  Mahakam lakes o n  J u l y  17 (DAH)  adds s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  
poss ib i l i t y  t h a t  some a re  res ident .  In November 1978 DAH 
r e c o r d e d  a to ta l  o f  n ine  Dupetor  f lav icol l is  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
local i t ies in t h e  B a r i t o  swamps. 

STORKS . 

A l though C.iconia stormi  may s t i l l  be  widespread, it i s  
ev ident ly  a r a r e  bird, w i t h  on ly  a few recent  reco rds  f rom 
East a n d  Cent ra l  Kalimantan. In Centra l  Kalimantan. one 
was seen o n  t h e  B e r u y a n  (DAH) ,  and  o thers  o n  t h e  Kapuas, 
Kahayan and Rungan R ive rs  ( K B )  . In East Kalimantan, D A H  
saw s i x  b u t  p robab ly  u p  t o  12 b i r d s  along t h e  Te len  r i v e r  
be low  Muara Ancalong. an  encouraging r e c o r d  o n l y  t w o  
yea rs  a f te r  t h e  g r e a t  f i r e  wh ich  devastated t h e  adjacent 
swamp forests.  

Small numbers  of Leptopt i los javanicus occur  widely in 
open areas o f  lowland r i v e r s  especially near t h e  coast ( u p  t o  
seven along t h e  Pawan, and  also t h e  Alalak R i v e r  in t h e  
B a r i t o ) .  Caldikas fi. state t h a t  t he re  may b e  a b reed ing  
colony a t  a second unv i s i t ed  bird lake a t  Tan jong Put ing .  

IBISES 

Recent  records  o f  Pseudibis davisoni on  t h e  upper  
Mahakam in 1973 a n d  u p p e r  Ba r i t o  in 1979 a re  inc luded in 
Smythies (1981.). DAH has t h e  fo l lowing reco rds  o f  ibises: 

December 9, 1974 
Single d a r k  i b i s  seen in flight in distance o v e r  
open c o u n t r y  near Binuang.  

December 15. 1974 
T h r e e  ib is - l i ke  b i r d s  f lew across the  main road  
between Banjarmasin and  i t s  a i rpor t .  

A p r i l  7, 1984 
Single i b i s  flighting a t  d u s k  in ladangs by small 
t r i b u t a r y  o f  Seruyan R ive r  a t  112 15' E, 2 12' S. 
T h e  fo l lowing morning,  another o r  t h e  same bird 
was s o a r i n g  a b o v e  a small open swamp 3 k m  
downstream. 

Ju l y  21, 1984 
T h r e e  in flight o v e r  t h e  Kedangpahu R i v e r  one 
k m  u p s t r e a m  f r o m  i t s  c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  
Mahakam a t  Muara Pahu.  

Not  one o f  these reco rds  cou ld  b e  pos i t i ve l y  conf i rmed 
by a deta i led descr ipt ion,  b e i n g  e i t h e r  d is tant ,  seen in 
t w i l i g h t  o r  against  t h e  s u n  f r o m  an  uns tab le  dug -ou t  canoe, 
o r  seen b r i e f l y  f r o m  a mov ing  car  o r  speedboat. A n y  o f  
these b i r d s  m igh t  have been Plegadis fa lc ine l lus  t h o u g h  t h i s  
i s  l e s s  l i k e l y ,  w i t h  o n l y  one p r e v i o u s  r e c o r d  f r o m  t h e  
Banjarmasin area in 1851. 

A t  present, t h e  d i s t r i bu t i on ,  hab i ta t  a n d  remaining 
popu la t ion  o f  t h i s  species a r e  unknown .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  
reco rds  f r o m  DAH along o t h e r  r i v e r s  t r a v e r s e d  by boat, n o r  
f r o m  K B  and  TG i n  t h e  Palangkaraya a n d  Banjarmasin areas. 
If t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  f o u r  b i r d s  in 1974 i s  correct ,  it 
suggests t h a t  a few may s t i l l  have  been p resen t  in t h e  
B a r i t o  swamps in t h e  l as t  decade. Most  r e c e n t  records,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  conf i rmed reco rds  quo ted  in Symthies (1981 1 ,  
are  f r o m  sandbanks in t h e  fo res ted  u p p e r  reaches o f  t h e  
Ba r i t o  and Mahakam, a v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  hab i ta t  f r o m  t h a t  used 
e l s e w h e r e  in i t s  r a n g e  o n  mainland Asia. Has human 
d i s tu rbance  d r i v e n  t h i s  species t o  a s h y  a n d  non-v iable 
r e l i c t  populat ion in t h e  i n t e r i o r ?  S u r v e y s  a re  r e q u i r e d  
u rgen t l y ,  b u t  outs ide t h i s  core  region,  we cannot  propose 
any  s ing le  area in wh ich  t o  conduc t  them. 

I DUCKS 

I T r e e d u c k s  are  s u r p r i s i n g l y  r a r e .  Small pa r t i es  o f  
; Dendrocygna iavanica were  seen o n  t h e  midd le  Mahakam 
1 IDAH) ,  but those a round  B inuang  a n d  Amuntai  were  a l l  D. 

arcuata (DAC, T G ) .  We have  no  o the r  reco rds .  

1 Small numbers  o i  Net tapus coromandelianus were seen 
on  swamps n o r t h  o f  Arnuntai in November (DAH) ,  a n d  t h e  
species i s  p resen t l y  assumed t o  b e  a v i s i t o r  on l y .  

T h e  o n l y  o t h e r  species reco rded  i s  a d r a k e  Anas 
1 querquedu la  a t  Muara Wahau o n  A p r i l  13; t h e  r i v e r  was in 

spate and  t h e  bird was drifting o n  logs, repeated ly  flying 
upstream t o  find a new log  when it neared t h e  v i l lage.  



KITES, HAWKS a n d  EAGLES 
I 

While E l a n u s  c a e r u l e u s  i s  apparent ly  r a r e  and  o f  
uncer ta in  status in n o r t h e r n  Borneo. it i s  a widespread bird 
in Kalimantan. w i t h  reco rds  n o r t h  t o  Ketapang in t h e  west 
and Tanjong Redeb in t h e  east. I t  i s  common i n  t h e  open 
c o u n t r y  of t h e  Bar i t o  and Mahakam regions. 

A probable adu l t  Spizaetus alboniqer was seen ove r  t h e  
h i l l s  south-east o f  t h e  Riam Kanan reservoir  on  Augus t  16, 
1984 I K B ) .  A l though unconfirmed, t h i s  species should b e  
looked for, according t o  Smythies a l l  ex is t ing  reco rds  a re  
f r o m  no r the rn  Borneo. 

Aviceda je rdon i  appears t o  b e  widely d i s t r i b u t e d  and  
resident, w i t h  records  f r o m  Nanga Merekai. Pawan River, 
near the  Kumai R ive r  and Talisayan, in Apri l ,  October and 
November (DAH) .  Ususally, b i r d s  were seen in pairs.  

The re  are  scat tered records of lc thyophaqa nana along 
in land  r i v e r s  (Cempaga, Sekonyer, Murung, Kedangpahu and 
Telen).  bu ts the on ly  records  o f  1. ichthyaetus a r e  f r o m  t h e  
Bar i t o  swamps. ' 

FALCONS ' 
Microhierax f r i ng i l l a r i us  i s  widespread. A pa i r  was 

seen feeding an immature near Binuang on December 12. I I 
Unfor tunately it was n o t  possible t o  conf i rm t h e  speci f ic  ! 
i d e n t i t y  of-6ne by t h e  Sekatak R iver  i n  t h e  NE, but t h e  I 

possible occurrence o f  t h e  endemic M. l a t i f rons  o f  Sabah I 
should b e  looked f o r  I c f .  Copsychus malabaricus s t r i ck land i  1. ! 

QUAIL, PARTRIDGES a n d  PHEASANTS 

C o t u r n i x  c h i n e n s i s  i s  common i n  and  
appears t o  b e  a fast  colonizer, be ing  present  on a new I 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  settlement, cleared f r o m J  fores t  about  th ree  
y e a r s  previously,  15 k m  upsmeam from long-establ ished I 
settlements a t  Tan jong Redeb. i 

I 

The  on ly  reco rd  of Rol lulus rouloul  i s  a f lock  o f  seven I 
( t w o  males) seen tw ice  a t  t h e  same location in Tan ions . - 
Pu t ing  I K B  1 .  Lophura  i qn i ta  was seen i n  t h e  upper  Bar i t o  
I K B ) ;  t h e  on ly  o ther  records  o f  f i rebacks i s , f r o m  a su rvey  

team near Sukamandang t h a t  r e p o r t e d  several s ight ings:  a 
colour photo o f  a capt ive  bird revealed t h e  r e d  facial s k i n  
o f  Lophura  erythrophthalma. 

A call hea rd  by DAH o n  December 1, 1981 awwears t o  . . 
b e  t h e  on ly  r e c o r d  'of Polyplectron malacense in Borneo i n  
recent  decades. The  cal l  was a t  once recoanized f r o m  a 

d .  

t a p e  o f  t h e  Malayan race he ld  by K. Sc r i ven  in Kuala 
Lumpur,  and consisted o f  a quack ing  chuckle, emphasized on  
t h e  f i r s t  note. t h e  pro longed phrase be ing  repeated f o u r  
t imes .  T h e  s i te  was in f looded a l luv ia l  f o r e s t  between 
Sandai and  Nangatayap in West Kalimantan. O n  t h e  fo l lowing 
morn ing  t h e r e  may have been a second bird heard  in d r y l a n d  
fo res t  nearby, but t h e  cal l  was n o t  confirmed. B o t h  s i tes 
have now been cleared f o r  an  ag r i cu l tu ra l  settlement. but it 
shou ld  b e  noted t h a t  t h e y  l ie  on l y  about  20 k m  f r o m  t h e  
eastern boundary  o f  C u n u n g  Palung National Pa rk .  

A r q u s i a n u s  a r q u s  i s  common general ly ,  w i t h  voice 
r e c o r d s  f r o m  d r y l a n d  fo res t  in a l l  areas, except  heath  
fo res t .  I t  appeared t o  b e  especial ly common a t  Tal isayan. 

CRAKES a n d  RAILS 

Rallus s t r i a t u s  i s  common in t h e  swampy areas o f  t h e  
Barito, where it was also seen in dry lmperata cy l i nd r i ca  
grasslands (a lang-alang),  a hab i ta t  where DAH has seen it 
also in Java and, commonly, South  Sumatra. 

A t i ny ,  a l l -dark  c rake  w i t h  deep r e d  legs seen i n  d r y  
grass land near B inuang  on December 20, 1974 was tenta-  
t i v e l y  ident i f ied  as Porzana fusca, as was a second bird a t  
A m u n t a i  in  November  1978 ( D A H  1, Porzana cinerea i s  
common i n  t h e  Bar i t o  swamps. 

Gall inula chloropus i s  common in t h e  B a r i t o  swamps.. 
It was f o u n d  t o  b e  v e r y  common a t  Rawa Negara  in 
November, but DAH was unable t o  i d e n t i f y  a s ingle G. 
tenebrosa among them. T h e  l a t t e r  species has  n o t  been 
seen since it was repo r ted  b r e e d i n g  a t  Bangkau Lake i n  t h e  
las t  c e n t u r y .  No moorhens were seen on  t h e  Mahakam lakes 
i n  J u l y  198k, perhaps as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  1982-83 d r o u g h t .  

Two  f resh ly  t rapped  female Gal l icrex c inerea were seen 
near B inuang on December 18, 1974 ( D A H ) .  Po rphy r io  



porphyr io  i s  present i n  the  Bar i to  swamps, w i th  records 
from Amuntai gnd Binuang I DAH) and the  southern Bar i to-  
Kapuas area (TG 1. 

JACANAS 

lredipairra gallinacea i s  a s t r i k ing  b i r d  tha t  was found 
t o  b e  common in November .1978, in open swamp at Alabio 
Polder, Rawa Negara and near Binuang L DAH 1 .  One of the  
b i r ds  at  Rawa Negara was an all-white albino. We have no 
records of  Hydrophasianus chirurqus, and t he  statement in 
Smythies tha t  it i s  resident would appear t o  requ i re  re- 
appraisal. 

PA1 NTED SNIPES 

A female Rostratula benqhalensis, w i th  three probable 
males nea rby ,  on  Rawa Negara on November 23, 1978 
appears t o  be only t he  second record f o r  Kalimantan I DAH 1 .  

PLOVERS 

Two Charadr ius dubius near Palangkaraya on August  18, 
1984 i s  an ear ly record ( K B ) .  

I 

CURLEWS, GODWITS, SANDPIPERS and SNIPE 

A t  present we have no information on the  presence of  
important wader win ter ing o r  t rans i t  grounds in Kalimantan. 
The few vis7ts-we have made t o  coastal or deltaic habitats, 
p r i n c i p a l l y  Tarakan ,  t h e  B e r a u  estuary, Banjarmasin, 
Tak isung and t he  Katingan estuary, have produced only a 
handful  of  records, w i th  t he  species in Appendix I. 

Scattered records of T r inqa  nebularia in t h e  Bar i to  
swamps in November-December, w i th  u p  to  e ight  a t  Pegatan 
and  one a t  T a r a k a n  in March, appear t o  be  t he  f i r s t  
documented records f rom Kalimantan. KB has a record of  
an unconfirmed Cal idr is canutus keen wi th  Xenus cinereus 
and Arenar ia in terpres a t  the  south of the  Katingan on 
March 29, 1986. 

Departure of Act i t is  hypoleucos from winter quar ters  
was observed a t  Muara Wahau i n  Apr i l .  On Ap r i l  12, s ix 
cal l ing b i r d s  f lew o f f  west from the r i v e r  at  dusk.  On the  

fol lowing evening, s ix b i r d s  f lew down-r iver calling, then 
re tu rned  w i t h  two more and likewise f lew o f f  west in to  t he  
dusk.  

PRAT l NCOLES 

Our only record i s  of  a single Clareola maldivarum a t  
Pontianak A i r po r t  on Auqust  19, 1981. Th i s  i s  onlv three 
days later thah the  earl iest recorded date in winter q;arters 
in Malaya (Medway E Wells, 1976). 

TERNS 

Recent records of  Chlidonias hyb r i da  indicate s igni f i -  
c a n t  m ig ra t i ons .  O n  a v i s i t  t o  t h e  Bar i to  swamps on 
November 20-24, 1978, they were abundant a t  Amuntai and 
Alabio Polder, w i th  a few a t  Rawa Negara and Bangkau lake. 
About a third were i n  breeding plumage and readi ly  ident i -  
fied, although the  possibi l i ty  of  C. leucopterus in winter 
plumage also being present- cannot b e  ru led  out .  It i s  
perhaps signi f icant tha t  none had been seen d u r i n g  two 
weeks along t he  swamp edges a t  B inuang in December 1974. 
A t  present, status must b e  considered uncertain, b u t  it i s  
most l ike ly  t ha t  these would be  migrant  javanicus d u r i n g  the 
southern win ter  (see Mees, 1977). and t ha t  those seen in 
November would have been ready t o  r e t u r n  South. Other 
records are o f  one i n  breeding plumage w i th  Sterna albi- 
f r ons  on t he  Mahakam on Ju ly  21, b u t  none were seen there 
in Apri l ,  and KB  E T C  saw many a t  Bat i -bat i  on Ap r i l  7 and 
several a t  the  mouth of t h e  Sebangau on March 29. 

Some 15-20 Sterna h i rundo  o f f  t h e  Berau r i v e r  mouth 
on November 15 and 19, 1985 (DAH) and one a t  Bapinang- 
hilir laut  on March 30, 1986 ( K B )  appear t o  b e  the  f i r s t  
documented records f o r  Kalimantan. 

There are records of Sterna sumatrana f rom Banjar- 
masin in June and Sebangau Bay in March ( K B )  and of a t  
least 15 Sterna berg i i  w i t h  t h e  other t e rns  o f f  t h e  Berau in 
November I DAH 1 .  

Sterna. albi f rons in b o t h  breeding and winter  plumage 
was common along the middle Mahakam River, f rom Tengga- 
rong  to  Muara Pahu, i n  mid-July 1984, though  none was 
seen there  in Ap r i l  1985. Th i s  appears t o  b e  t he  f i r s t  



documented in land record f o r  the island of Borneo. In early 
March, b i r ds  in winter plumage were common along t he  
lower Sesayap' and Sekatak r i ve rs  ( DAH 1 .  

PIGEONS and DOVES 

The most abundant green pigeon in wooded areas of 
the  Bar i to  region and southern Central Kalimantan appears 
t o  be  Tre ron  fulvicol l is, b u t  we do not have records of t h i s  
species f rom ei ther West o r  East Kalimantan. In contrast. 
T .  cu rv i ros t ra  and 1. & are widespread in forested areas - 
and 1. vernans in open count ry .  I. capellei was f a i r l y  
common at  Tumbangmarikoi in October and it was also seen 
a t  Pendahara in March and on the Joloi River i n  September 
( K B ) .  

Geopelia s t r ia ta  appears t o  be  scarce, w i th  records 
o n l y  f rom Martapura, Palangkaraya and Pegatan. While 
these may all be  fera l  populations (see Smythies, 1981 1, it 
seems more l ike ly  t h a t  t h i s  species i s  indigenous t o  t h e  SE, 
along w i th  other Javanese elements i n  th is region. 

A f lock 'o f  four Macropyqia phasianella was seen over 
the  Kahayan River near Sepangsimin i n  October and one a t  
Te luk Jolo in September (KB) .  Columba !i& i s  widespread, 
and fera l  populations undoubtedly exist .  

PARROTS 

Paittacu.l.q long icauda  a n d  L o r i c u l u s  qa lqu lus  are 
widespread and common, b u t  Paitt inus cyanurus appears to  
be ra ther  scarce o r  local. . A large roost of  parakeets a t  
Sukadana on the  west coast i s  reported to  pers is t  and 
requires f u r t he r  confirmation; another roost i s  suspected 
somewhere t o  t he  NE of t he  Sekatak River (DAH) .  KB 
reported huge concentrations of Psittacula lonqicauda and 
P a i t t i n u s  cyanurus along t he  middle Sebangau River  in 
March. 

Paittacula alexandr i  persists in t he  Bar i to  region and 
there seems no reason to  believe tha t  it was introduced 
f rom Java see Smythies, 1981 ) . However, it i s  uncommon. 
One was seen near Binuang i n  December 1984, w i th  a voice 
record f rom the  same area i n  November 1978 IDAH) .  KB  

and TG have records f rom Kembang Island, Lupak Dalam 
where it was locally common, and west to  Pegatan. 

CUCKOOS 

Cuculus micropterus, Cacomantis merulinus, Chrysococ- 
w. xanthorhynchus and Surn icu lus luqubr i s  are common 
generally, and Cacomantis sonnerati i  occurs widely b u t  may 
be ra ther  scarce. Al l  records of  Cuculus micropterus are 
f r o m  r i ve r ine  habitats. The only record of Cacomantis 
variolosus is f rom the  upper  Bar i to  where KB  recorded it as 
common in r i ve r ine  forests: elsewhere in t he  lowlands. the  
lack of records of  th i s  species, whose song i s  well known t o  
DAH, i s  s igni f icant and suggests t h a t  it i s  confined t o  t he  
hi l l ier  te r ra in  of the  in ter ior .  Hawk-cuckoos w i t h  a song 
tha t  f i t s  precisely t h e  descr ipt ion o f  Cuculus vagans in 
Medway E Wells (1976) were heard a t  Talisayan in November 
and  t w o  o r  three localities a t  Nangatayap in Ap r i l  and 
November. The calls were-,always heard f rom t h e  upper  
canopy, i n  contrast  t o  C. fuqax  which was heard f rom the 
midd le  storey, o f  pole fo res t  b y  t h e  Cempaga River  in 
December and a t  Talisayan i n  November (DAH 1 .  

D A H  has  more  r e c o r d s  o f  b r o n z e  cuckoos in t he  
Ch rysococcyx  "malayanus"  g roup  f rom South and East 
Kalimantan than f rom anywhere else in t h e  Sunda region. 
I n  December 1974 it was common i n  the  savanna lowlands 
around Binuang in the  Bar i to  region, wi th  t he  clear ca r r y i ng  
"kiri kiri kiri kiri" call be ing heard most days f rom the  
canopy of  open woodland. B i r ds  f l y i n g  f ree ly  over  several 
hundred metres a t  t ree-top he ight  might  be  indicat ive o f  
breeding behaviour . 

Elsewhere, t h e  same ca l l  was heard  f rom hi l ls ide 
ladangs on the  ou tsk i r t s  of Samarinda in July, and from 
logged  hil l  f o res t  near T i dung  Pala on t h e  Sesayap in 
March, w i t h  two b i r d s  cal l ing in an adjacent new1 y-cleared 
ladang where the  calls were interspersed w i th  t he  high- 
pi tched descending trill. Final ly in November, two were 
heard i n  dense forest  at  Talisayan, one g i v i ng  t he  same "kiri 
k i r i "  call and the  other a tinkling "ti ti ti ti ti" s l ight ly  
down t he  scale. 

It serves no value t o  speculate on relations between C. 
minuti l lus and C. russatus (see Parker, 1981 1 ,  b u t  the 



re lat ive abundance of b ronze cuckoos in the  eastern area o f  
Kalimantan, a n d  range  o f  habitats, appears t o  b e  s igni f icant  
and would j u s t i f y  detai led s tudy.  

O u r  observat ions o f  malkohas suppor t  t h e  comment in 
Smythies (1:981) t h a t  Phaenicophaeus javanicus i s  t h e  least 
common. O u r  on ly  reco rd  i s  of one nest -bu i ld ing  near 
Palangkaraya in A p r i l  1983 (SG) . 

T h e  on ly  s i g h t  reco rd  o f  Cantropus rec tunqu is  i s  f rom 
Seigohong on t h e  Rungan River  ( K B  1, and t h e r e  a re  several 
voice records  f rom t h e  same region, DAH also has voice 
records f r o m  swampy fo res t  near Nangatayap and  T i d u n g  
Pala, but absolute fami l iar i ty  w i th  coucal calls i s  necessary 
before voice records  o f  t h i s  species can b e  accepted. C. 
sinensis i s  common and widespread, and i t s  hab i ta t  includTs 
pr imary  fo res t .  C. bengalensis i s  abundant, and  i s  another 
spec ies  w i t h  r a p i d  colonizing abi l i ty, be ing  present  f o r  
example in a ladang o f  some 60 ha near Sukamandang, o f  
no t  more than  th ree  t o  f i v e  years age, and 8 k m  f rom t h e  
nearest open r i v e r  bank .  

I n  B rune i  .h 1968 (Holmes, 1969). a call was commonly 
heard  i n  billy forest. described b y  lbans as "tock-tor",  
which was ' the  name la ter  g i ven  t o  a specimen o f  Carpococ- 

radiceus which  t h e y  t rapped.  Similar cal ls were heard  
in lowland fo res t  near Nangatayap, where the re  was a b r i e f  
unconfirmed s ight ing .  The  call consists o f  two  loud notes, 
of dove o r  ba rbe t  qual i ty ,  t h e  f i r s t  r i s i n g  and t h e  second 

4. 

fa l l ing.  . . 

OWLS 

Two Phodilus bad ius  were heard  cal l ing f r o m  one s i te  
i n  fo res t  a t  Sukamandang i n  A p r i l  ( D A H ) .  

Otus  rufescens was heard cal l ing i n  t h e  upper  Bar i t o  
region (KB)  but n o t  elsewhere i n  t h e  lowlands. 

FROGMOUTHS 

A f rogmouth  seen i n  secondary g rowth  i n  grassland 
beside t h e  swamps a t  B inuang in December was ident i f ied  as 
e i t h e r  Ba t rachos tomus  javensis o r  B. co rnu tus  ( D A H ) .  
Frogmouth whist les were heard  a t  two sites near Sukaman- 

dang i n  January a n d  Apr i l ,  t h e  f i r s t  in a mature  r i v e r s i d e  
v i l lage w i t h  fruit trees. t h e  second in r i v e r i n e  forest ,  and 
one was heard  in March in r i v e r i n e  f o r e s t  a t  Sekatak.  T h e  
i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  wh is t led  cal ls i s  unestabl ished b u t  i s  bel ieved 
t o  b e  javensis s.; t h e y  were  clear, descending p la in t i ve  o r  
mournfu l  whistles, waver ing  s l i gh t l y  a t  t h e  bot tom o f  t h e  
scale. The  cal ls a t  Sekatak were each o f  about  one second 
durat ion,  repeated a t  f r e q u e n t  in terva ls .  

N l GHTJARS 

Eurostropodus temmincki i  was heard  i n  most fo res ted 
areas in land except  Tal isayan ( D A H )  . K B  did n o t  encounter  
t h i s  spec ies  i n  t h e  s a n d  a n d  p e a t  fo res ts  of Cent ra l  
Kalimantan, a l though J. T.  Marshal l  ( p e r s .  comm.) has 

; records  f rom Tan jung  Put ing .  

Mees (1977)  d i s c o u n t e d  a l l  t h e  ear l ie r  Kalimantan 
1 r eco rds  o f  Capr imulqus macrurus  except  those f r o m  t h e  

nor th-western  ha l f  o f  West Kalimantan, a n d  t h e  o n l y  recen t  
records  are  o f  one ca l l ing  a t  Masau on t h e  Bar i t o  in Cent ra l  
Kalimantan on  Augus t  1, 1979 (quo ted  in Symthies, 1981 and 
conf i rmed by J. T .  Marshal l  1 ,  and  u p  t o  f o u r  b i r d s  ca l l ing  on 
th ree  consecutive n i g h t s  in October 1985 a t  Mandomai ( K B ) .  
N ight ja rs  seen b y  K B  a t  Palangkaraya and b y  K B  and  TC a t  
t h e  Riam Kanan rese rvo i r  were ten ta t i ve l y  i den t i f i ed  as t h i s  
species. 

I 

T h e  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  C. macrurus  i n  Borneo remains 
something of an  enigma. T h e  statement by Smythies (op.  
c i t .  t h a t  it i s  "a common res ident  t h roughou t  t h e  lowlands 
o f  Borneo in open coun t ry "  i s  c lear ly  i nco r rec t .  It i s  
common i n  open c o u n t r y  i n  B rune i  (DAH, pers .  obs. 1 and  
presumably t h r o u g h  Sarawak and  Sabah. However, a l though 
Gore (1968) also descr ibed i t s  s ta tus  in Sabah as a common 
resident, it i s  s i g n i f i y n t  t h a t  Thompson (1966) noted i s  as 
"an abundant bird on  t h e  Jesselton - Tuaran  road  but was 
not  seen a t  any  o f  t h e  o the r  col lect ing stat ions in N o r t h  
Borneo". A l though it i s  common local ly in West Malaysia 
and Java, DAH has f o u n d  it scarce in Sumatra and  does no t  
have a s ingle r e c o r d  f r o m  Kalimantan. 

D e s p i t e  r e c e n t  reco rds  f r o m  Sabah (see Smvthies. 
1981 1 ,  t he re  i s  no evidence t h a t  Capr imulqus a f i n i s  i s  
spreading i t s  range  in Kalimantan outs ide t h e  Banjarmasin 



region. O u r  on l y  reco rd  i s  f rom Pegatan ( K B ) ,  and  i t s  
present  distribution requ i res  investigation. 

J . T . Marshal l  ( pers .  comm. ) states t h a t  t h e  reco rd  of 
Caprimulqus concretus a t t r i bu ted  t o  him f rom t h e  upper  
Bar i to  reg ion and  quoted in Smythies (1981 i s  merely a 
guess a t  a d i s tan t  cal ler  a t  dusk .  Because t h e  voice o f  t h i s  
species i s  ;st i l l  completely unknown, any such guess has n o  
va l id i ty  and must  b e  deleted f rom the  record .  T h e  on ly  
reco rd  we have .is o f  one specimen f rom t h e  upper  Sambas 
in West Kalimantan (SMEC, 1983). 

SW l FTS 

Apus a f f in is  i s  common i n  towns and vi l lages i nc lud ing  
in land v i l lages such as Nanga Merekai, Rantau Pu lu t  and  
Muara Wahau. It i s  abundant i n  Pontianak, Palangkaraya 
and Banjarmasin. Two  Apus paci f icus were seen over  Rawa 
Negara on  November 23, 1978 (DAH)  and up t o  50 near t h e  
Kat ingan mouth on March 29-30 and several a t  Te luk  Jolo 
on September 8. 1986 ( K B  ) . 

Among the sw i f t l e t s .  only Collocalia esculenta was 
ident i f ied  widely. K B  has records  o f  Collocalia maxima a t  a 
number o f  si tes i n  Centra l  Kalimantan, suggest ing t h a t  it 
may range widely away f rom limestone caves: 

TREE SWIFTS 

O v e r  -20D Hemiprocne lonqipennis gathered on  dead 
t rees  a t  Tal isayan in November fol lowing a storm in t h e  
a f te rnoon .  They  dispersed later  in t h e  afternoon, n o t  
remaining t o  roost, and no such gather ings were seen on 
subsequent days. 

TROGONS 

Calls o f  Harpactes kasumba, H. d iard i i  and 1. duvau- 
cel i i  were heard  i n  fo res ts  i n  -all areas except  Talisayan, - 
where it may b e  s ign i f i cant  t h a t  on ly  H. duvaucel i i  -was 
heard. SMEC (1983) r e p o r t  H. oreskios f rom t h e  upper  
Sambas. 

1 KINGFISHERS 

T h e  . cal ls o f  Lacedo pu lche l la  hea rd  a t  Nangatayap, 
Sukamandang and t h e  Cempaga R ive r  (DAH)  appeared t o  b e  
de l ivered a t  h ighe r  speed t h a n  those heard  in t h e  Malay 
Peninsula and  Sumatra, but t h i s  impression requ i res  contro l -  
ling by record ings.  One o r  poss ib ly  two  Halcyon sancta 
w e r e  seen f e e d i n g  in c l e a r e d  f l o o d e d  peatswamp near 
Palangkaraya on May 16, 1985, a n d  another perched along 
t h e  t i da l  reaches o f  t h e  Sekonyer  R ive r  o n  June 15, 1985 
( K B ) .  

T h e r e  a re  t h r e e  reco rds  o f  Halcyon coromanda, one 
cross ing t h e  Bar i t o  near Banjarmasin I DAH),  one cross ing 
t h e  Kapuas near Basungkai  ( K B  1, and  a capt ive  bird f o r  sale 
in Mandomai ( K B  1 .  D A H  also has voice reco rds  f r o m  
m a n g r o v e s  above Kumai, o n  t h e  Cempaga River,  and  a 
d i s tan t  bird heard  in t h e  mangroves f r o m  Tarakan  A i r p o r t .  
SMEC (1983) r e p o r t  one specimen o f  H. concreta f r o m  t h e  
u p p e r  Sambas. . \  

Halcyon p i lea ta  i s  seemingly a scarce w in te r  v i s i t o r  
I w i t h  on l y  s i x  widely scat te red recen t  records,  a l l  between 

October 17 and  March 8. T h e  sca rc i t y  i s  unexpected in 
view o f  t h e  abundance impl ied by Smythies (1981) a t  least i n  
n o r t h e r n  Borneo. 

A l l  r e c e n t  r e c o r d s  o f  A l c e d o  a t t h i s  a r e  between 
September 3 a n d  March  5 a n d  presumably i nvo l ve  w in te r  

I v i s i t o rs .  A. euryzona was seen on ly  in t h e  u p p e r  Bar i t o  
(KB ! .  

O n  A p r i l  10 a pa i r  o f  Ceyx  r u f i d o r s u s  h a d  dug a nest-  
hole in t h e  sides o f  a soi l  inspect ion  pit, in sandy soi ls in 

1 poor qua l i t y  d r y l a n d  fo res t  near  Sukamandang. T h e  pit had 

been dug a month o r  t w o  p rev ious l y  and  was one metre 
deep. T h e  hole was b o r e d  a t  30 cm d e p t h  i n t o  t h e  ve r t i ca l  

I s ide o f  t h e  pit. 

i P e l a r q o p s i s  c a p e n s i s  i s  w i d e s p r e a d  a n d  common, 
ex tend ing  even u p  small i n land  t r i b u t a r i e s .  In July.  29 b i r d s  
were coun ted  along 33 k m  o f  t h e  Kedangpahu R i v e r  between 
Pen ingg i r  a n d  Muara Pahu. 



! 

BEE-EATERS 

A small r'oost of  u p  to  50 Merops v i r id is  was located 
near  Sukamandang i n  January. The status of Merops 
ph i l ipp inus in Smythies I1981 1 i s  not  clear, but, al l  records 
are indicative o f  winter o r  passage vis i tors.  For  example, 
KB has only :a single record, from the upper t ida l  reaches of 
the Sebangau i n  March, where it was abundant. 

The commonest lowland species appear t o  be  Anthraco- 
ceros malayanus, A. convexus and Buceros rhinoceros, w i t h  
severa l  r e c o r d s  each of  Rhyticeros corrugatus and R. 
undulatus and small part ies of Anorrhinus galer i tus.  KB 
repor ts  tha t  R. undulatus i s  the  most common hornb i l l  of  
t h e  peat swamps around Palangkaraya. Rhinoplax viqil was 
heard i n  h i l ls  near Nanqatayap and Sesasavap and i n  the  - . .  
upper Barito, and th is  species wi th  A. galeritus were those 
most in evidence on t he  limestone plain of Talisayan. 

We have no records of  Berenicornis comatus, a b i r d  
not known t o  ei ther author, although J. McKinnon (pers.  
comm.) repor ts  it f rom Gunung palung. 

BARBETS 

Megalaima raf f lesi i  and M. austral is are the  commonest 
low land  species g e n e r a l l y .  M. mystacophanos and M. 
henr ic i i  are wid.espread b u t  less common, and may be  absent 
f rom the  peat swamp and sandy terrace forests of  t he  south. 

M. chrysopoqon was heard in h i l l y  areas b u t  only once 
in the lowlands ( a t  Sukamandang), in contrast t o  Sumatra 
where it occurs widely in t he  lowlands. However, t he  two 
common species on t he  limestone plain of Talisayan are th i s  
species and M. mystacophanos, wi th  only a few M. austral is 
and no other Meqalaima barbets.  . 

Calorhamphus ful iq inosus i s  widespread and common. 

HONEYCU IDES 

There i s  one record of  Indicator archlpelaqicus, a bird 
tha t  called several times on disturbance a t  midday by a 

survey  p a r t y  on a low hi l lock in al luvial  fo res t  a t  Nanga-. 
tayap (DAH) .  This  forest  has now been cleared f o r  an 
agr icul tural  settlement, b u t  the  area i s  close t o  the  Gunung 
Pa lung  Nat iona l  Pa rk .  SMEC (1983) also repo r t  one 
specimen f rom West Kalimantan, in t h e  upper  Sambas. 

WOODPECKERS 

Sasia abnormis  was mist-netted b y  T G  and KB i n  
flooded r i ve r ine  scrub near Tanjong Puting, and singles were 
seen in dead b r u s h  i n  t he  upper  Bar i to  (KB) .  

Picoides canicapillus and P. moluccensis are sympatric 
i n  t h e  Banjarmamin - Palangkaraya region (KB, T G ) .  
although habitats probably do no t  overlap. P. moluccensis 
appears t o  occur mainly in open habi tats towards t he  coast, 
while canicapillus was seen only in forest  clearings in land 
and along t he  Murung River in t he  upper  Barito. 

Mulleripicus pulverulenftrs i s  widespread i n  t he  lowlands 
of Kalimantan and can be  heard on most days inland, in 
s t r i k i ng  contrast  t o  i t s  apparent absence in Sumatra. 

Eu ry l a imus  ochromalus i s  t h e  most  w i d e l y  heard  
broadbi l l  in lowland forest, while 5. javanicus appears t o  be  
s l ight ly  less common. The la t ter  species was sometimes 
heard i n  heath forest  where t he  former was absent. 

Cymb i rhynchus  macrorhynchus i s  widespread along 
r i ve r ine  forests where it appears t o  b e  more common than it 
i s  in low land  Sumatra.  Bo th  Calyptomena v i r i d i s  and 
Corydon sumatranus are widespread though  probably less 
common; on November 18 a pa i r  of  t he  la t ter  species was 
observed bu i ld ing  a nest a t  Talisayan, in f u l l  view of a 
logging t rack.  The  nest was a bulky affair, hanging in t he  
open  on  l o n g  creepers suspended f rom a middle-storey 
branch. 

B i r ds  of P i t ta  moluccensis t y p e  were heard in r ivers ide 
forest  near Sambas. in March, and one in November called 
f rom a forested limestone slope a t  Talisayan in t he  af ter-  



noon gloom fol lowing a storm. Probable P. granat ina were 
heard i n  lowland and al luvial forest at  Sambas and Nanga- 
tayap. We have no information on either of the  endemic 
species P. arcuata and P. baudi perhaps due t o  lack of  
famil iari ty w i t h  the i r  calls. 

LARKS 

The only records we have of Mirafra javanica are of 
songs heard over Banjarmasin A i rpor t  in January and Apr i l  
(DAH) and a t  nearby Banjar Baru [SG). Possibly t h i s  
species has been overlooked, b u t  nevertheless it does not  
appear t o  be  common in the SE region. In 1976 W. G. 
Harvey ( i n  Harvey & Holmes, 1976) recorded it a t  Pontianak 
Airport ,  suggesting a substantial extension of range, b u t  t h i s  
record has no t  been subsequently controlled. None could be  
heard a t  dawn there  in 1981. 

SWALLOWS 

The resident and widespread Hirundo tahi t ica i s  great ly  
outnumbered-by migrant  H. rust ica in winter, urban roosts 
of  which number 'several thousand b i r ds  in Pontianak, Sampit 
and Banjarmas'ln, and many hundreds in Sintang, Singkawang 
and Palangkaraya. Large numbers ar r ived a t  Pontianak i n  
mid-August 1981. 

A single Sand Mar t in  Riparia r ipar ia  was seen perched 
w i t h  other qwallows on September 26, 1984 in open t ida l  
swamp along"%he Kapuas  near Mantangai ( KB  I. Good 
comparative views were obtained. and the record i s  the  f i r s t  
f o r  Kalimantan. 

CUCKOO - SHRIKES, TRILLERS and MINIVETS 

T h e r e  a r e  r ecen t  records of  Coracina f imbr iata a t  
several localities in South and Central Kalimantan, and -KB 
has recorded C. s t r ia ta  f rom Tanjong Put ing.  

Lalage n i g ra  i s  common in the  open coun t ry  of the  
Bar i to  region, w i th  other records from Nangatayap. Keta- 
pang, Talisayan, Basarang, Lupak Dalam and Pegatan. 

Pe r i c roco tus  igneus and P. flammeus have general 
d i s t r ibu t ion  th rough  t he  lowlands, although records are 

r a t h e r  scarce. However the  relationships o f  these two 
species i n  the open count ry  of  t he  Bar i to  region requi re  
c lose s t u d y .  M i n i v e t s  o f  t h e  i g n e u s  t y p e  were  seen 
commonly in the  open savanna around Binuang in December 
1974, wi th  a juvenile being f ed  on December 19 (DAH) .  
However the  possibi l i ty exists t h a t  P. cinnamomeus has been 
over looked,  as it was no t  known a t  t he  t ime t ha t  one 
specimen of th is  exists at  the  B r i t i sh  Museum, apparent ly 
from th is  region (Smythies, 1957 I. 

T h e  hab i t a t  i s  atypical f o r  igneus and much more 
similar to  tha t  of  cinnamomeus in Java. However habi tat  
might  not  be  ve ry  signif icant. as unexpectedly a p a r t y  o f  s ix  
P. flammeus was seen once in patchy scrub in open savanna - 
at  Binuang. 

BULBULS 

I The species l is ted in Appendix I have general occur- 
rence in appropriate habitats, a l though ~ ~ c n o n o t u s  melano- I leucos. P. cyaniventris. Cr in iqer  bres, C. f insch i i  and 
Setornis cr in iger  were recorded on ly  in t he  upper  Bar i to  
I KB 1 .  SMEC (1983) also repor ted P. melanoleucos and P. 
cyaniventr is in the upper  Sambas. Small part ies of P. 
au r iqas te ra t  palangkaraya i n  October 1984 and' subsequenGy 

! are presumbly feral .  
I 

JAYS, MAGPIES and CROWS 

Corvus enca occurs widely in t he  forest .  Smythies 
(1981 I describes 5. macrorhynchos as a mystery  bird in 
Borneo. It might have been expected to  occur commonly in 
the  Bar i to  region b u t  we have no records and indeed saw no 
crows i n  open count ry .  Th is  species should be  looked fo r .  

Platylophus qalerjculatus was seen a t  Nangatayap, the  
uppe; Bar i to  and Talisayan, and Platysmurus leucopterus at  
Sukamandang and Sesayap. 

A c a r e f u l  search  s h o u l d  b e  made in t h e  SE f o r  
I Cryps i r ina temia. Mees (1966) shows t ha t  specimens in 

Leiden Museum were probably collected i n  t h i s  region, and 
in view of t he  other Javanese elements present, f u r t h e r  
evidence of  th i s  species i s  now requi red.  



.\ 

TITS 

T h e  f i r s t  r e c o r d  o f  a G r e a t  T i t  P a r u s  major  in 
Kalimantan was made by DAH, who heard  one ca l l ing  b r i e f l y  
f rom mid-stream, during a speedboat breakdown, in t h e  
u n d i s t u r b e d  mangroves t h a t  l ine  t h e  Kumai R ive r  above 
Kumai town 'on January 27, 1983. T h e  single voice record,  
so far  f rom prev ious ly  known range, would n o t  have been 
accepted if t h e  species h a d  no t  later  been conf i rmed in t h e  
Banjarmasin region.  

On  June 27, 1983, T G  saw a p a r t y  of t h ree  fo rag ing  in 
low t rees near houses in t h e  town of Lupak Dalam, beside 
t h e  Kapuas R ive r  about 10 k m  f rom t h e  coast. La ter  o n  t h e  
same day  h e  observed a s ingle bird feeding low in coconut 
palms in a r i c e  f i e ld  nearby .  

On January 19, 1984 near Sungai Pinang, about  25 k m  
N.E of Banjarmasin, T G  saw a single bird low in coconuts in , 
a r ice lcoconut  p lantat ion.  Final ly  on  August  17. 1984, T G  ! 

and  KB saw a p a i r  on  t h e  edge o f  mangroves on  Pulau 
Kembang, a smal l  i s l a n d  i n  t h e  Bar i t o  R ive r  opposite 
Banjarmasin. - 

i 
I 

, 
Those! records  indicate a substantial  extension o f  t h e  

species' known range, and  it can n o  longer b e  considered 
Smythies' "mystery bird o f  Borneo". The  mangrove and  
coastal hab i ta t  suggests t h a t  t h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  t yp i ca l  
range of t h i s  species in Borneo, and it is  n o t  a remnant o f  
t h e  open counJry fauna of Javanese elements. It wi l l  b e  
in teres t ing  t o  observe whether Great  T i t s  ga in  a foothold in 
t h e  var ied  hab i ta t  now be ing  formed o n  the island, and t h e y  
should b e  looked f o r  anywhere around the coast. 

BABBLERS 

T h e  babb lers  l i s ted  in Appendix I a re  most ly  wide- 
spread and common in t h e  a p p r ~ p r i a t e  .habitats. There  was 
one  s i g h t  r e c o r d  o f  Pomatorhinus montanus in song in 
lowland fo res t  near t h e  Cempaga River,  and a voice r e c o r d  
near Sesayap. I n  b o t h  cases, t h e  song was t h e  t r i p l e  hoot  , 
t h a t  i s  character is t ic  o f  t h i s  r a t h e r  secret ive and  so l i ta ry  
bird of  lowland Sundanese forests, qu i te  un l i ke  t h e  noisy, 
var ied  calls o f  t h e  act ive par t ies  t h a t  are found  in montane 
Java a n d  probab ly  also Sumatra. These di f ferences in 

character  and  voice may indicate t h e  need f o r  taxonomic 
review. 

There  was one r e c o r d  o f  Napothera a t r i g u l a r i s  f r o m  a 
r i v e r s i d e  t h i c k e t  a t  Nangatayap. On  t h e  basis o f  song it 
would appear t h a t  t h i s  f o r m  i s  v e r y  similar t o  1. macro- 
dacty la.  

S tachy r i s  r u f i f r o n s  was heard  commonly o n  a 500 metre 
hill near Sesayap. T h i s  isolated r e c o r d  may r e f l e c t  merely 
t h e  lack of oppor tun i t y  t o  s t u d y  in t h e  foo th i l l s .  Similarly, 
t he re  are  on ly  two reco rds  o f  5. poliocephala, i n  bamboo 
th i cke ts  and r u b b e r  p lantat ions below 1000 m in t h e  Meratus 
Range near Loksado (KB) ,  a n d  t w o  o f  5. leucotis. Wells 
(1985) notes t h a t  t h e  l a t te r  species in Sarawak i s  a slope 
specialist, in cont ras t  t o  i t s  hab i ta t  in t h e  Malay Peninsula 
and Sumatra; one r e c o r d  was i n  foo th i l l s  a t  Nangatayap and  
t h e  second on  a s h o r t  b l u f f  i n  t h e  lowland limestone plateau 
o f  Talisayan, an area noted ear l ie r  .,. as h a v i n g  predominant ly  
hill elements. 

Final ly, once t h e  cal l  o f  Eupetes macrocercus i s  known 
and  safely d ist inguishable f rom t h a t  o f  P i ta  qranat ina,  it i s  
f o u n d  t o  occur widely. Voice reco rds  were obtained f r o m  
Peninggir,  Sesayap, a n d  p robab ly  Nangatayap, a n d  several 
f r o m  Sukamandang where  t h e  species was conf i rmed by 
sight ings.  whi le a t  Tal isayan u p  t o  s i x  b i r d s  were heard  
cal l ing along 1600 metres o f  t r a c k .  

THRUSHES 

A whi te-rumped Sharna beside t h e  S. Sekatak near 
Tal isayan had  the  wh i te  cap o f  t h e  Sabah race Copsychus 
malabaricus str ick landi ,  considered a f u l l  species by some 
author i t ies.  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  r e c o r d  o f  t h i s  d i s t i nc t i ve  race 
f rom Kalimantan, ex tepd ing  i t s  k n o w n  range  southwards by 
about' 100 km. T h e  southern  l imi t  needs t o  b e  established, 
and t h e  possible occurrence o f  in tergrades.  perhaps in t h e  
region o f  Tan jung  Selor; a bird seen a t  Tal isayan had  t h e  
concolorous blue-black c rown  o f  t h e  t yp i ca l  race. Smythies 
(1981 1 notes t h a t  t h e  ranges o f  t h e  t w o  races overlap, but 
Gore (1968) did n o t  d i f fe rent ia te  between them. 

C o p s y c h u s  p y r r o p y q u s  was h e a r d  a n d  conf i rmed 
commonly a t  S. Cempaga and Sukamandang, a n d  one was 



heard unexpectedly in t he  b u r n t  alluvial forest  a t  Muara 
Wahau. The typ ica l  habitat at  the f i r s t  two locations was 
ra ther  in fer ior  forest, though not heath forest .  Al though 
immediately 'recognizable, it was noted that  t he  song var ied 
f rom those heard in Sumatra by the  single prolonged whistle 
tending to  be broken in to  two to  fou r  separate notes. 

The rea  were several records of Enicurus leschenaulti 
f rom Nangatayap, one f rom Sukamandang, (DAH 1, and one 
from the upper Bar i to  I KB I. Most records were f rom wet o r  
s l ight ly swampy forest, not  always associated w i t h  r unn ing  
water,  a h a b i t a t  t ha t  i s  typical  of  th is  species in t he  
lowlands. E. ruf icapi l lus was recorded twice in the  upper 
Bar i to along small clear streams ( K B ) .  

WARBLERS 

Most records of Acrocephalus sp. are, perhaps inciden- 
t a l l y ,  f r o m  t h e  w i n t e r  per iod November t o  Apri l .  and 
resident A. stentoreus was not differentiated f rom migrant 
forms. Records are f rom the Bar i to swamp area, Nangatayap 
and Muara Kaman. Fu l l  song presumably of  A. stentoreus 
was heard in November a t  Alabio Polder. where it was ve ry  
common, and 'at Muara Kaman on Apr i l  10. 

Songs of  Locustella sp. were heard i n  the  Binuang area 
in November (1974 and 19781, b u t  the one good s ight ing was 
inconclusive, C. certhiola or  I. lanceolata. 

KB h a 2  records  o f  Phylloscopus borealis f rom r i ve r ine  
forest  at  Buki tsua and Pendahara i n  March and Tumbang- 
marikoi i n  October. 

There i s  one record of Abroscopus superci l iaris in a 
bamboo clump on a steep r iverbank along t he  Marikoi River 
near Tumbangmarikoi ( KB)  . 

We have not f u r t he r  records o f g  Cisticola exi l is since 
the f i r s t  recorded b y  W. G. Harvey a t  Pontianak in 1976 
(Harvey & Holmes, 1976). 

FLYCATCHERS 

Rhinomyias umbrat i l is  was recorded only a t  Marang in 
peat swamp forest  ( KB . 

Cyorn is  ru f iqas t ra  was seen in sc rub  a t  t he  swamp 
edae a t  Binuana (DAHI  and in manaroves on Pulau Kembana 
( KE, TG). whilz C. tukcosa was obsGrved a t  several location; 
a t  Nangatayap, the Cempaga River, Seigohong, Tanjong 
Put ing and t he  upper  Barito. 

A r e c o r d  of Ficedula dumetoria b y  KB  a t  Tanjung 
P u t i n g  o n  2 Feb rua ry  1985 seems. un l ike ly  on t h i s  f l a t  
coastal  p la in ,  b u t  t h e  spec ies has  subsequently been 
confirmed i n  the  hand a t  the  same locali ty b y  A.  D. E S. V. 
Nash ( pers. comm. 1 .  

Philentoma ~ y r h o p t e r u m  was observed a t  Nangatayap 
and Sekatak, b u t  th i s  species i s  easily overlooked unless the  
o b s e r v e r  i s  a l ready  fami l i a r  w i t h  it. P. velatum was 
recorded only a t  Talisayan (DAH)  and in t he  upper  Kahayan 
region (SC)  . 
WHISTLERS 

Pachycephala  c ine rea  i s  n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  coasta l  
d i s t r i c ts  as g iven in Smythies (1981 1 as it occurs well in land 
in areas of in fer ior  forest  on sandy terraces, and it was 
heard commonly at  Tanah Merah near Nangatayap and at  
Sukamandang . 
WOOD-SHRI KES 

We have three records o f  t h e  Bald-headed Wood-Shrike 
o r  Bo rnean  B r i s t l ehead  Pi ty r ias is  gymnocephala. Th is  
unusual endemic mav be  au i te  widelv d is t r ibu ted  in a var ie tv  
o f  lowland forest  habitat;, but recbrds appear t o  b e  rathe; 
incidental. When present, it i s  qu i te  tame and obtrusive. 
and the var ie ty  of chor t l ing calls are suf f ic ient ly  d is t inc t ive 
t o  a t t rac t  attention. DAH saw, a loose pa r t y  of  8 b i r d s  in 
t he  middle storey alo~rgside a logg ing t r ack  near Sukaman- 
dang on Ap r i l  10, 1984, and KB saw 4 t o  5 in similar habi tat  
i n  September 1985 near Palangkaraya, and in l i gh t l y  logged 
forest  near Muara Joloi in September 1986. 

SHRIKES 

Both  Lanius t i g r i nus  and L. cr is ta tus were recorded 
widely in winter.  However L. schach which appears t o  be 



on ly  a v a g r a n t  in n o r t h e r n  Borneo, i s  now conf i rmed t o  b e  
an abundant  res ident  in t h e  open c o u n t r y  of t h e  south, w i t h  
records west  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  Kumai R ive r  and  n o r t h  t o  
t h e  Samarinda reg ion .  These b i r d s  fit t h e  descr ip t ion  o f  t h e  
unnamed race recognized by Mees (1966). w i t h  b lack  c rown  
and g r e y  nape. A bird seen f r o m  a speedboat between 
Muara Ancal'bng and  Muara Kaman on  A p r i l  15, 1985 may 
have had  t h e  al l-black c rown and hindneck of t h e  Ph i l ipp ine  
race nasutus, b u t  was no t  confirmed. 

STARLINGS a n d  MYNAS 

O u r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  conf i rm Aplonis panayensis as a 
predominant ly  coast species, w i t h  la rge numbers of roos t i ng  
b i r d s  f o r  example a t  Tal isayan and  Mandomai. It ranges 
i n l a n d  a t  least t o  Nangatayap, Palangkaraya and Muara 
Ancalong . 

Single Acr ido theres  sp.  near Banjarmasin A i r p o r t  in 
November 1978 and  F e b r u a r y  1983 (DAH),  A. t r i s t i s  a t  
Nanjal ipan in September 1981 (JRDW) and a S t u r n u s  con t ra  
a t  Palangkaraya in Augus t  1984 ( K B )  are a l l  assumed t o  b e  
escaped b i r d s .  

F locks  o f  between 6 and  10 s tar l ings  were seen o n  
several occasions between December 14 and 18, 1974 in t h e  
B inuang area, usua l ly  flying sou th  o r  east in d i r e c t  flight a t  
moderate elevation. Conf i rmat ion could no t  b e  obta ined but 
t h e  descr ip t ion  o f  pale head a n d  bodies, wh i te  rump, a n d  
conf i rmed b k c k  upper  wi-ngs w i t h  wh i te  b a r s  in some b i rds ,  
tal l ies well w i t h  S t u r n u s  phi l ippensis, t h e  species most l i ke l y  
t o  b e  e n c o u n t e r e d  in eastern Borneo a l though n o t  y e t  
recorded f r o m  Kalimantan. On March 7 ,  1985, u p  t o  50 
s tar l ings  seen in ear ly  morn ing  si lhouette f rom a speedboat 
between T i d u n g  Pala and  Sesayap may have been t h e  same 
species. 

SUNBIRDS a n d  SPIDERHUNTERS 

Anthreptes  malacensis and Nectarinia juqu lar is  a re  t h e  
commonest o p e n  c o u n t r y  species of t he  lowlands. A .  , 
sinyalensis i s  common in t h e  fo res t  of t h e  south  ( K B )  . ~ z t  
r e c o r d s  of N. ca l cos te tha  are  f rom coconut palms and  
sometimes qardens and  o the r  cul t ivat ion.  w i t h  few records  
f rom mangroves ( K B  1. Aethopyga siparaja was recorded a t  

numerous local i t ies in t h e  sou th  (KB,  TG) ,  a n d  in t h e  upper  
Sambas I SMEC, 1983 1 .  

FLOWERPECKERS 

Dicaeum t roch i leum was seen o n l y  in t h e  B a r i t o  area 
w h e r e  it i s  n o t  uncommon, w i t h  r e c o r d s  f r o m  Alabio, 
Barambai ( D A H  1, Riam Kanan rese rvo i r  a n d  Mandomai (KB, 
T G ) .  T h e  l imi ts  o f  i t s  range  tieed t o  b e  establ ished, as well 
as i t s  re la t ionsh ips  w i t h  D. cruentatum, in v iew o f  t h e  
probable h y b r i d  specimen f r o m  Samarinda in t h e  Zoological 
Museum, Bogor .  K B  has a r e c o r d  o f  D. concolor f r o m  t h e  
foo th i l l s  a t  Loksado. 

Pr ionochi lus percussus occurs  w ide ly  in t h e  southern  
lowlands, where t h e r e  were no  reco rds  o f  t h e  endemic P. 
xanthopyqius,  poss ib ly  i nd i ca t i ng  a degree o f  a l lopat ry .  
However K B  recorded t h e  two  species b o t h  o c c u r r i n g  in t h e  
upper  B a r i t o  in September 1986, a n d  t h e  re la t ionsh ips  of 
these should also b e  s tud ied .  T h e  o n l y  o the r  r e c o r d  we 
have i s  o f  t h r e e  specimens o f  P. xanthopyg ius ,  a n d  none of 
P. percussus,  in t h e  u p p e r  Sambas (SMEC, 1983). - 

WHITE-EYES 

Zosterops flava, wh ich  i s  k n o w n  in Borneo f r o m  f o u r  
specimens in t h e  sou th  a n d  one f r o m  Kuching,  was seen in 
a n d  a r o u n d  Lupak  Dalam in June 1983, in low waters ide 
t rees  in t h e  t o w n  a n d  wet  coconut  g r o v e s  n e a r b y  ( T G )  . and 
commonly in mangroves a n d  ga rdens  a r o u n d  Banjarmasin in 
December 1985 a n d  Pegatan in March  1986 ( K B ) .  

SPARROWS and MUNIAS 

T h e  o n l y  reco rds  we have  o f  Passer montanus a r e  f r o m  
Tan jong Redeb A i rpo r t ,  Samarinda a n d  Ba l ikpapan.  While 
western observers  over - fami l ia r  w i t h  spa r rows  in t h e i r  home 
c o u n t r i e s  m i g h t  e a s i l y  o v e r l o o k  t h i s  species in u r b a n  
environments, it i s  never the less  apparent  t h a t  it has n o t  y e t  
become wide ly  establ ished in Kal imantan. Spar rows should 
b e  l o o k e d  f o r  in  u r b a n  env i ronments  elsewhere in t h e  
reg ion .  

T h e  f e r a l  P a d d a  o r y z i v o r a  h a s  o n l y  a v e r y  local 
d i s t r i bu t i on ,  w i t h  reco rds  conf ined t o  t h e  sou th  (Amuntai ,  



Binuang and Lupak Dalam), and there are no repor ts  of 
l a r g e  f l o c k s  as quoted i n  Smythies (1981 1 f o r  the last 
century .  

The common widespread munia of inland clearings i s  
the  endemic ,Lonchura fuscans. L. malacca seems t o  be  
common locally on ly  in well-establighed agr icul tural  areas, 
w i th  a few records of L. leucoqastra. 

Small part ies .of Lonchura punctulata were seen b y  TC 
at Binuang, Martapura and Sungai Pinang, fol lowing the  f i r s t  
record of th i s  species in Borneo at  Binuang b y  DAH i n  
December 1974 (Harvey E Holmes, 1976). 

Conclusions 

This  paper summarizes t he  recent avifaunist ic observa- 
t i o n s  from lowland Kalimantan, high-lighting features of 
d is t r ibut ion and some apparent anomalies, giving details on 
some species for  which l i t t le  information was previously 
avai lable,  and  indicat ing some taxonomic problems. In 
conclusion. we present  some f ie lds of survey and research 
f o r  f u t u r e  study.: 

Faunal surveys a re  requi red throughout Kalimantan. 
Obviously any surveys of the  mountainous inter ior ,  and of 
t h e  reservesJisted in Appendix 3, would be ve ry  valuable. 
However, possibly t h e  greatest  urgency lies in surveys of 
lowland areas under  threat,  par t icu lar ly  f rom pressures of 
logging, sh i f t ing cu l t iva t ion and new agr icul tural  settlement. 
Such surveys would complement the  studies f o r  t h e  Atlas of 
O r i en ta l  Birds, and assist in establishing pr ior i t ies  f o r  
conservation. One of  t he  main objectives of  Kuki la i s  t he  
publication of s i te l is ts.  

2. Endemics 

Depending on taxonomic definition, there are up t o  32 
endemic species on  t h e  is land of  Borneo (K.  D. Bishop, in 
l i t t ) ,  b u t  t he  major i ty a re  montane. Less than ha l f  o f  these 
species have been recorded f rom Kalimantan. It i s  several 
decades since scient i f ic  expedit ions have reached the  higher 
montane regions o f  Kalimantan, which must form one of the  

most fe r t i l e  potential s tudy  areas in t h e  Sundanese islands 
of Indonesia. In addit ion t o  t h e  endemics, the re  a re  many 
species tha t  are either r a re  o r  ve r y  poor ly known. In the  
lowlands, we look forward t o  f u r t h e r  information on such 
species as Polyplectron malacense, Carpococcyx radiceus, 
n . ,  - -. Lapr lmulgus ConCrebUS, Batrachostomus w., Pi t ta  spp.. - 
Pycnono tus  n ieuwenhu is i ,  T r i chas toma perspic i l latum, 
P t i l oc ich la  leucogrammica, C y o r n i s  superba, Pi tyr iasis 

I gymnocephala and Prionochilus xanthopygius. 

I 3. Endangered large waders 

Species such as Pseudibis papillosa, Ciconia stormi and 
Ardea sumatrana requi re  s tudy .  The White-shouldered Ib is  
i s  perhaps the  most endangered species on t he  island of  
Borneo, ye t  ve r y  l i t t l e  i s  known even of  i t s  habi tat  requ i re-  
ments. The usual habi tat  appears t o  b e  in land r i v e r s  o f  the  
forested lowlands, b u t  the re  i s  t he  possibi l i ty  t ha t  t h i s  i s  an 
atypical habitat of a re l ic t  population. 

4. Alien elements 

T h e  sou th -eas te rn  c o r n e r  o f  Ka l imantan has two 
elements o f  Australasian a f f i n i t y  unknown elsewhere in the  
Sundanese r e g i o n  : Gal l inula tenebrosa and l red ipar ra  
gallinacea. The lat ter  i s  s t i l l  common locally but t h e  former 
has  n o t  been seen s ince  it was recorded breeding on 
Bangkau Lake a hundred years ago. The  o r ig in  of  these two 
species i n  Kalimantan is not  readi ly explained, al though it 
may be  related to  the complex evolut ionary h is to ry  of the  
island of Sulawesi du r i ng  the  Te r t i a r y  area. 

1 
I More readi ly explained are t he  large number o f  species 
I of presumed Javanese o r ig in  t h a t  must have become isolated 
I 

in the  region af ter  the f ina l  Pleistocene lowering o f  sea 
level .over the Sundanese continental shelf. They are near ly 

: all wetland or  monsoon savanna forms tha t  are adapted t o  
s u r v i v e  in t h i s  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  island. Some of those 
recorded only in the last cen tu ry  may have been migrant o r  
vagrant individuals (species such as Phalacrocorax sulci- 

I rostr is, P. niqer, Plesadis falcinellus, Falco moluccensis and 
Himantopus himantopus). Others  are presumed resident b u t  
t h e i r  r anges  a r e  p o o r l y  known, eg. Ardeola speciosa, 
Dendrocyqna arcuata, Porzana pusilla, P. fusca, Porphyr io  
porphyr io,  Rostratula benghalensis, Psittacula alexandri, 



Capr imulqus af f in is ,  Dicaeum trochi leum, Zosterops f l ava  a n d  
Lonchura punctu lata.  T h e  fo l lowing species may b e  awai t ing  
rediscovery:  Podiceps sp.  , Streptopel ia b i torquata,  Per ic-  
rocotus cinnamomeus, Saxicola caprata and C r y p s i r i n a  temia. 

5. Wetlands 

O u r  own exper ience shows t h a t  t h e  wetlands of t h e  
Ba r i t o  dra inage in t h e  sou th  may b e  one of t h e  r i ches t  wet  
areas of t h e  Sundanese region, and  almost ce r ta in l y  t h e  
r iches t  in Borneo. However, t h e y  l ie  close t o  t h e  most 
densely populated r u r a l  area in Kalimantan, if n o t  t h e  whole 
island. Conservat ion p r i o r i t i es  must  be  establ ished he re  
immediately. T h e  Mahakam swamps in the  east have been 
r e c o r d e d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  as  b e i n g  r i c h ,  t h o u g h  n o  such  
i m p r e s s i o n  was o b t a i n e d  o n  a b r i e f  v i s i t  b y  DAH in 
198411985. T h i s  may have  been an e f fec t  o f  t h e  1982/1983 
drought ,  when it was repo r ted  t h a t  t h e  lakes d r i e d  o u t  
completely, and t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  peat swamps were v e r y  
severely damaged by f i r e .  T h e  remaining wetlands, a n d  t h i s  
i s  bel ieved t o  inc lude most of t h e  lake region of t h e  Kapuas 
b a s i n  in  West Kalimantan, a re  most ly  acid and  may b e  
faunist ica l ly  poor: L i t t l e  i s  known o f  t h e  wetlands nearer  
t h e  coasts, ,but KB notes t h a t  t h e  Sebangau R ive r  in t h e  
south  i s  ac id  and  ca r r i es  v e r y  l i t t l e  sediment. A n  i n v e n t o r y  
of t h e  wetlands of Indonesia i s  c u r r e n t l y  in progress,  but in 
Kalimantan t h i s  may serve  on ly  t o  i l lus t ra te  t h e  inadequacy 
o f  o u r  knowledge. 

6. Wader g3ounds 

Our  own exper ience has no t  ident i f ied  any impor tan t  
wader  f e e d i n g  o r  r e s t i n g  sites, t hough  we have l i t t l e  
experience of t h e  coasts. We have t h e  impression t h a t  
important  wader g rounds  may no t  exist,  b u t  t h e  c u r r e n t  
in terwader programme shou ld  perhaps look a t  b o t h  t h e  SW 
and SE corners  of t h e  island, and t h e  deltas o f  t h e  major 
r i v e r s  d r a i n i n g  t h e  mountainous i n te r i o r .  

. . 
7. Limestone 

We are no t  aware o f  any s u r v e y s  t h a t  have been made 
o f  l imes tone  k a r a t  i n  Kal imantan. Kara t  b locks  occur 
l o c a l l y  in C e n t r a l  a n d  S o u t h  Kal imantan but t h e  main 
concentrat ion l ies in t h e  Sangku l i rang area o f  t h e  East. I t  

i s  repo r ted  t h a t  edib le-nest  swi f t le ts  b r e e d  and  are  ha r -  
v e s t e d  in  a c a v e  here, but we have  n o t  been able t o  
ascerta in t h e  location. T h e  b r i e f  v i s i t  t o  a level  coastal 
l imestone p la in  a t  Tal isayan by D A H  ind ica ted a number  o f  
var ia t ions  f r o m  t h e  normal lowland av i fauna w h i c h  r e q u i r e  
s tudy ,  w i t h  a view t o  recommending rep resen ta t i ve  areas f o r  
c o n s e r v a t i o n .  T h e  k a r a t  c l i f f s  m a y  n o t  be  ser ious ly  
th reatened a t  t h e  p resen t  t ime but t h e  lowlands a re  a t  r i s k .  
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APPENDIX I 

Species recorded in Kal imantan by t h e  au tho rs .  Those 
marked  * a r e  d iscussed in t h e  t e x t .  P rov ince  i s  ind ica ted 
by a s u f f i x :  West, Centra l ,  Sou th  a n d  East. 

Anh inga  melanoqaster* 
Freqata  -* 
A r d G  sumatrana* 
Ardea pu rpu rea*  
Bu to r i des  s t r i a tus *  
Ardeola speciosa* 
Bubu lcus  ibis* 
Eqre t ta  sacra* 
Eq re t ta  e* 
Eqre t ta  intermedia* 
Eq re t ta  garze t ta*  

Or ien ta l  D a r t e r  
Lesser F r i g a t e b i r d  
Great -b i l led  Heron  
P u r p l e  Heron 
L i t t l e  Heron  
Javan Pond-Heron 
Ca t t l e  E g r e t  
Paci f ic  Reef -Egre t  
Great  E g r e t  
Plumed E g r e t  
L i t t l e  E g r e t  

WCSE 
E 
E 

WCSE 
WCSE 

S 
SE 

E 
CS 

CSE 
SE 



Nyct icorax  nyc t i co rax*  
/ 

l x o b r y c h u s  sinensis* 
l x o b r y c h u s  cinnamomeus* 
Dupetor  f lav icol l is*  
Ciconia stormi* 
Leptopt i los javanicus* 
Pseudib is  davisoni* 
Dendrocyqna javanica* 
Dendrocyqna arcuata* 
Anas querquedula* 
Net tapus coromande\ianus* 
Aviceda jerdoni*  
Pe rn i s  ap i vo rus  - 
Elanus caeruleus* 
Ha l ias tur  i n d u s  
Hal iaeetus leucoqaster 

l c thyophaqa nana* 
lc thyophaga ich thyaetus*  
Sp i l o rn i s  cheela 
Acc ip i t e r  guIaris 
Acc ip i te r  t r i v i r q a t u s  
l c t i nae tus  malayensis 
Spizaetus a lboniqer*  
Mic roh ierax  f r i n q i l l a r i u s  

C o t u r n i x  chinensis*  -- 
 roll^.-- . --. - 

Lophura  iqn i fa*  
. Lophura  ery throphtha lma*  A .. - 

Polyp lec t ron  malacensen 

A rqus ianus  arqus*  
Ral lus s t r i a tus *  - 
Porzana fusca* 
Porzana cinerea* 
Amaurorn is  phoen icu rus  

Gal l icrex cinerea* 
Gall inula chloropus* 
P o r p h y r i o  po rphy r io *  
l r e d i p a r r a  gall inacea* 
Rost ra tu la  benqhalensis*  
P luv ia I is  dorninica . 

B lack-crowned 
Night -Heron C 

Yellow B i t t e r n  CSE 
Cinnamon B i t t e r n  S 
B lack  B i t t e r n  . S 
Storm's S t o r k  CE 
Lesser Ad ju tan t  WCSE 
White-shouldered I b i s  WCSE 
Lesser Treeduck E 
Wandering T r e e d u c k  S 
Garganey E 
Cot ton Pygmy Goose S 
Jerdon's Baza WCE 
Eurasian Honey-Buzzard  C 
Black-shouldered K i te  WCSE 
Brahminy  K i t e  WCSE 
White-bell ied 

Sea-Eagle WCSE 
Lesser Fish-Eagle CE 
Grey-headed Fish-Eagle S 
Cres ted Serpent-Eagle CS 
Japanese Spar rowhawk C 
Cres ted Goshawk C 
B lack  Eagle C 
B l y t h l s  Hawk-Eagle S 
B lack- th ighed 

Falconet WCSE 
Blue-breasted Quai l  WCSE 
Cres ted Wood-Partr idge C 
Cres ted F i reback  C 
Crest less F i reback  C 
Malaysian Peacock- 

Pheasant W 

Great  A r g u s  WCE 
Slaty-breasted Rai l  S 

Ruddy-breas ted C r a k e  S 
White-brown Crake  S 

:White-breasted 
Waterhen WCSE 

Watercock S 

Common Moorhen S 

Purp le  Swamphen S 
Comb-crested J acana S 
Greater  Pa in ted  Sn ipe S 
Lesser Golden Plover CSE 

Charad r ius  dub ius *  
Charad r ius  leschenaul t i i  
Numenius phaeopus 
T r i n q a  nebular ia*  
T r i n g a  g lareola 
Xenus c inereus* 
Ac t i t i s  hypoleucos* 
Arenar ia  i n te rp res*  
Cal l inago s tenu ra  
Gallinago meqala 
Ga l id r is  canutus*  
Glareola maldivarum* 
Chl idonias hyb r ida*  
Sterna h i rundo*  
Sterna sumatrana* 
Sterna a lb i f rons* 
Sterna b e r g i i *  
T r e r o n  c u r v i r o s t r a *  
T r e r o n  fu lv ico l l i s *  
T r e r o n  ** 
T r e r o n  
T r e r o n  

vernans*  
capellei* 

Ducula aenea -- 
Columba m* 
Macropygia phasianella* 
Geopelia s t r ia ta*  
Streptopel ia chinensis 
Chalcophaps indica 
Psi t tacula a lexandr i*  
Psi t tacula lonqicauda* 
Ps i t t inus  cyanurus*  
Lor icu lus  galqulus* 

! ~ u c u ~ u s  vaqans* 

L i t t l e  R inged  P lover  
Greater  Sand-Plover 
Whimbrel 
Common Greenshank 
Wood Sandp iper  
T e r e k  Sandp iper  
Common Sandp iper  
R u d d y  T u r n s t o n e  
P in ta i l  Sn ipe  
Swinhoe's Sn ipe 
Red K n o t  
Or ien ta l  Pra t inco le  
Whiskered T e r n  
Common T e r n  

CS 
CSE 

E 
CSE 
WCS 

C 
WCSE 

cs 
C 
C 
C 
W 

CSE 
CE 

B lack-naped T e r n  CS 
L i t t l e  T e r n  E 
Great  C res ted  T e r n  E 
Th i ck -b i l l ed  Pigeon WCE 
Cinnamon-headed Pigeon CS 
L i t t l e  Green Pigeon WCE 
Pink-necked Pigeon WCSE 
L a r g e  Green Pigeon C 
Green Imper ia l  Pigeon WCSE 
Rock Pigeon CS 
B r o w n  Cuckoo-Dove CS 
Peaceful Dove CS 
Spot ted  Dove WCSE 
Green-winged Pigeon WCE 
Red-breasted Parakeet  CS 
Long- ta i led  Parakeet  WCSE 
Blue- rumped P a r r o t  WCE 
Blue-crowned 

Hang ing  Pa r ro t  WCSE 
Moustached 

Hawk-Cuckoo WE 
Cuculus f u g a x *  Hodgson's Hawk-Cuckoo E 
Cuculus micropterus*  l nd ian  Cuckoo WCE 
Cacomantis sonnerat i i *  Banded B a y  Cuckoo WCSE 
Cacomantis merul inus* P la in t ive  Cuckoo WCSE 

I Cacomantis var io losus* B r u s h  Cuckoo C 
Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchusXVio le t  Cuckoo WCE 
Chrysococcyx "malayanusl'* Malayan B ronze  Cuckoo SE 
Surn icu lus  l uqub r i s *  D rongo  Cuckoo WCSE 
Phaenicophaeus d i a r d i  B lack-be l l ied  Malkoha C 
Phaenicophaeus sumatranus Chestnut -be l l ied  Mal koha  C 



Phaenicophaeus chlorophaeus 
Phaenicophaeus c u r v i r o s t r i s  

Phaenicophaeus javanicus* 
Carpococcyx radiceus* 
Centropus rec tunqu is*  
Centropus sinensis* 
Centropus benqalensis* 
Phodi lus badius* 
O tus  bakkamoena - - 
O tus  rufescens* 
Bubo sumatranus 
Ketupa k e t u p u  
Ninox scutu lata 
Batrachostomus s p  . * 
Eurostopodus temmincki i* 

Capr imulqus macrurus* 
Capr imulqus a f f in is*  
Capr imulgus concretus* 
Collocalia maxima* 
Collocalia escylenta* 
H i rundapus sp .  , . 
Rhapidura  leucopyqia l is  
Apus paci f idus* 
Apus a f f in is*  
Cyps iu rus  batasiensis - 
Hemiprocne lonqipennis* 

Hemiprocne comata 
Harpactes kasumba* 
Harpactes d ia rd i *  
Harpactes duvaucel i i *  

Harpactes oreskios* 

Alcedo at th is*  -- 
Alcedo menin t ing  
Alcedo euryzona* 
Ceyx e r i t hacus l ru f i do rsus*  

Pelarqopsis capensis* 

Lacedo pulchel la* 
Halcyon coromanda* 

Raff les'  Malkoha 
Chestnut-breasted 

Malkoha 
Red-bi l led Malkoha 
Sunda Ground-Cuckoo 
Short - toed Coucal 
Greater Coucal 
Lesser Coucal 
Bay  Owl 
Col lared Scops-Owl 
Reddish Scops-Owl 
B a r r e d  Eagle-Owl 
B u f f y  Fish-Owl 
B rown  Hawk-Owl 
Frogmouth sp. 
Malaysian Eared 

N ight ja r  
Large-tai led N igh t j a r  
Savanna Night ja r  
Bonaparte's N igh t j a r  
Black-nest  Sw i f t l e t  
White-bell ied Sw i f t l e t  
Needletail sp.  ' 

Si lver- rumped S w i f t  
Fork- ta i led S w i f t  
Mouse Sw i f t  
Asian Palm-Swift 
Grey-rumped 

Treeswi f t  
Whiskered T reesw i f t  
Red-naped T rogon  
D iard 's  Trogon 
Scarlet-rumped 

Trogon 
Orange-breasted 

Trogon 
Common K ingf isher  
Blue-eared K ing f i she r  
BlueLbanded K ingf ishe 
Black1 Rufous-backed 

K ingf isher  
S tork -b i l led  

K ing f isher  
Banded K ingf isher  
Ruddy  K ingf isher  

WCE 

C 
C 
W 

WCE 
WCSE 
WCSE 

C 
WC 

C 
WC 

W 
CSE 
CSE 

WCE 
CS 

C 
W 
C 

WCE 
C 

WCSE 
CS 

WCSE 
WCSE 

WCSE 
WCE 

WCSE 
WCSE 

WCSE 

W 
CSE 

WCSE 
r C 

WCSE 

WCSE 
WC 

, CSE 

Halcyon pi leata* 

Halcyon ch lo r i s  
Halcyon sancta* 
Halcyon concreta* 

Merops ph i l i pp inus*  
Merops v i r i d i s *  

Nyc t i o rn i s  amictus 
Eurys tomus or ien ta l i s  
A n o r r h i n u s  qa ler i tus*  

Rhyt iceros  cor ruqatus*  
Rhyt iceros  undu la tus*  
~. 

Anthracoceros malayanus* 
Anthracoceros convexus* 

Buceros rh inoceros* 
Rhinoplax vigil* 
Meqalaima chrysopoqon* 

Meqalaima ra f f les i i *  
Meqalaima mystacophanos* 
Meqalaima henr ic i i *  

Meqalaima austra l is*  
Calorhamphus fu l iq inosus*  
l nd ica tor  archipelaqicus* 
Sasia abnormis* 
Mic ropternus  b r a c h y u r u s  
Picus pun iceus 

Picus miniaceus 
Dinopium javanense 
Meiqlyptes t r i s t i s  

Meiq lyptes tukki 

Mul le r ip icus  pu l ve ru len tus *  

Dryocopus javanensis 

Picoides canicapi l lup* 

B lack-capped 
K ing f i she r  WCE 

Col lared K ing f i she r  CS 
Sacred K ing f i she r  C 
Rufous-col lared 

K i n g f i s h e r  W 
B lue- ta i led  Bee-eater WCSE 
B lue- th roated 

Bee-eater WCSE 
Red-bearded Bee-eater WCE 
D o l l a r b i r d  WCSE 
Bushy -c res ted  

Hornb i l l  WCE 
Wr ink led  Hornb i l l  C 
Wreathed Hornb i l l  WC 
B lack  H o r n b i l l  WCE 
Sou the rn  P ied  

H o r n b i l l  WCSE 
-. Rhinoceros Hornb i l l  WCE 

Helmeted Hornb i l l  WCE 
Gold-whiskered 

B a r b e t  WCSE 
Red-crowned B a r b e t  WCSE 
Red- throated Ba rbe t  WCE 
Yel low-crowned 

B a r b e t  WCE 
Blue-eared B a r b e t  WCSE 
B r o w n  B a r b e t  WCE 
Malaysian Honeygu ide W 
Rufous P icu le t  C 
Ru fous  Woodpecker WCS 
Cr imson-winged 

Woodpecker WC 
Banded  Woodpecker CS 
Common Goldenback S 
B u f f - r u m p e d  

Woodpecker WCE 
B u f f  -necked 

Woodpecker CS 
Great  S la t y  

Woodpecker WCE 
White-bel l ied 

Woodpecker WCSE 
Grey-capped 

Woodpecker WCSE 



Picoides moluccensi s* Brown-capped 
Woodpecker CS 

Hemicircus concre tus  Gray-and-Buff  
Woodpecker C 

B ly th ip i cus  rub iq inosus Maroon ~ d o d ~ e c k e r  WCE 
Chrysocolaptes va l idus  Orange-backed 

Woodpecker WC 
Corydon suinatranus* Dusky ~ r b a d b i l l  WCE 
Cymbi rhynchus . Black-and-Red 

m a ~ r o r h ~ n c h u s *  Broadbi l l  WC 
Eurylaimus javanicus* Banded Broadbi l l  WCSE 

Eurylaimus ochromalus* Black-and-Y ellow 
Broadbi l l  WCSE 

Calyptomena v i r i d i s *  
P i t ta  moluccensisx - 
Pitta  granat ina* - 
Miraf ra  javanica* 
Ripar ia r ipar ia"  
H i rundo  rust ica* 
H i rundo  tahi t ica* 
Hemipus p ica tus  

Green Broadbi l l  WCE 
Blue-winged P i t ta  WE 
Garnet P i t ta  W 
Singing Bush lark  S 
Sand Mar t in  C 
Barn  Swallow WCSE 
Pacific Swallow WCSE 
Bar-winged Flycatcher-  

Shr ike  E 
Hemipus h i rund inaceus Black-winged Flycatcher-  

I Shr i ke  CSE 
Coracina str iata* Bar-bel l ied Cuckoo- 

Shr ike  C 
Coracina f imbriata*, 
Lalaqe nigra* 
P e r i c r o c o t q ~ i g n e u s *  
Pericrocotus flammeus* 
Aeqithina v i r id iss ima 
Aeqithina t i ph ia  
Chloropsis cyanopoqon 
Chloropsis sonnerat i  
Pycnonotus zeylanicus 
Pycnonotus atr iceps 
Pycnonotus aur iqaster*  
Pycnonotus eut i lo tus - 
Pycnonotus qoiavier  
Pycnonotus plumosus 
Pycnonotus melanoleucos* 
Pycnonotus cyan ivent r is*  
Pycnonotus simplex - 
Pycnonotus b runneus  
Pycnonotus erythropthalmos 

Lesser Cuckoo-Shrike CS 
Pied T r i l l e r  WCSE 
F ie ry  Min ive t  C 
Scarlet Min ive t  CS 
Green lo ra  WC 
Common lo ra  WCSE 
Lesser Green Lea fb i rd  WCE 
Greater Green Lea fb i rd  WC 
Straw-headed Bu lbu l  WCSE 
Black-headed B u l b u l  WCE 
Sooty-headed Bu lbu l  C 
Puff-ba'cked Bu lbu l  WCE 
'?ellow-vented B u l b u l  WCSE 
Olive-winged Bu lbu l  WCSE 
Black-and-white B u l b u l  WC 
Grey-bel l ied Bu lbu l  WC 
Cream-vented B u l b u l  C 
Red-eyed Bu lbu l  CS 
Spectacled B u l b u l  C 

C r i n i q e r  phaeocephalus 
Cr in iqe r  &* 
C r i n i q e r  f i n s i h i i *  
Setornis c r i n ige r *  
Hypsipetes char lot tae 
D i c r u r u s  leucophaeus 
D i c r u r u s  aeneus 
D i c r u r u s  paradiseus 

Or io lus  xanthonotus 
l rena  pue la  
Platy lophus galer iculatus* 
Platysmurus leucopterus* 
Corvus  G* 
Parus major* 
S i t t a  f ron ta l i s  
Pellorneum capist ratum 
Trichastoma malaccense 
Trichastoma ros t ra tum 
Trichastoma bicolor  
Trichastoma abbot t i  

- - 
Malacopteron magnirostre 
Malacopteron maqnum 

Malacopteron a f f ine  
Malacopteron cinereum 
Pomatorhinus montanus* 

Napothera a t r iqu lar is*  

Stachyr is  r u f i f r o n s *  
S tachy r i s  poliocephala* 
S tachy r i s  maculata 

Stachyr is  leucotis* 
S tachy r i s  n ig r ico l l i s  
S tachyr is  e r y t h r o p t e r a  

Macronus gu la r i s  
Macronus pt i losus 

Alc ippe brunneicauda 
Eupetes macrocercus* 
Gopsychus saular is  
Gopsychus .malabar.icus* 

Yel low-bel l ied B u l b u l  W.C 
Grey-cheeked B u l b u l  C 
Finsch's Bu lbu l  C 
Hook-bi l led B u l b u l  C 
Bu f f - ven ted  B u l b u l  C 
Ashy  Drongo W 
Bronzed Dcongo WCE 
Greater  Racket- ta i led 

Drongo WCSE 
Dark- throated Or io le WCE 
Asian Fa i r y -B lueb i rd  WCE 
Crested Jay WCE 
Black Magple WCE 
Slender-bi l led Crow WCSE 
Great  T i t  CS 
Ve lve t - f ron ted Nu tha tch  C 
Black-capped Babb ler  WCE 
Shor t - ta i led  Babb ler  WC 

.. White-chested Babb ler  WCE 
Fer rug inous  Babb ler  WCE 
Abbot t ' s  Babb ler  CSE 
Moustached Babb ler  C 
R ufous-crowned 

Babb ler  WCE 
Sooty-capped Babb ler  WCE 
Scaly-crowned Babb ler  WCE 
Chestnut-backed 

Scimitar Babb ler  CE 
B lack- throated 

Wren-Babbler W 
Rufous- f ronted Babb ler  E 
Grey-headed Babb ler  S 
Chestnut - rumped 

Babb ler  WCE 
White-necked ~ a b b l e r  WE 
Black- throated Babb ler  WCE 
Chestnut -w inged 

Babb ler  WCE 
S t r i p e d  T i t -Babb le r  WCSE 
F lu f f y -backed  

T i t -Babb le r  WCE 
B r o w n  Fu lve t ta  CE 
Malaysian Rai l -Babbler  WCE 
Magple Robin WCSE 
White-rumped Shama WCE 



Copsychus m. .s t r ick landi  
- - 

Copsychus py r ropyqus*  
Enicurus leschenaulti* 
Enicurus ruf icapi l lus* 
-- 

Gerygone sulphurea 
Abroscopus ,superciliaris* 
Phylloscopus borealis* 
Acrocephalus sp. * 

Locustella sp .* ' ' 

Orthotomus atroqular is 

Orthotomus r u f  iceps 
Orthotomus sericeus 

Pr in ia f lav ivent r is  
Rhinomyias umbrati l is* 
Ficedula dumetoria* 

Cyornis turcosa* 

Cyornis ru f igast ra*  . 
Rhipidura pe i la ta  
Rhipidura javanica 
Hypothymis azurea 
Philentoma velatum* 

Philentoma ~ r h o p t e r u m *  -. 
Terpsiphone paradisi 

Pachycephala cinerea* 
Motacilla cinerea 
Montacilla f lava . . 

Anthus novaeseelandiae 
Artamus leucorhynchus 

White-capped Sharna E 
Rufous-tailed Shama CE 
White-crowned Fork ta i l  WC 
Chestnut-naped Fork ta i l  C 
Flyeater CSE 
Yellow-bellied Warbler C 
Arc t ic  Warbler C 
7 Clamorous 

Reed-Warbler WSE 
( Grasshopper Warbler) S 
Dark-necked 

Tai lorb i rd  WCSE 
Ashy Tai lorb i rd  WCSE 
Rufous-tailed 

Tailor bird WCSE 
Yellow-bellied Pr in ia WCSE 
Gray-chested Flycatcher C 
R ufous-chested 

Flycatcher C 
Malaysian Blue 

Flycatcher WC 
Mangrove Blue 

Flycatcher CS 
Spotted Fantail C 
Pied Fantail WCSE 
Black-naped Monarch WC 
Maroon-breasted 

Flycatcher CE 
Rufous-winged 

Flycatcher WE 
Asian Paradise- 

Flycatcher WCE 
Mangrove Whistler WC 
Grey Wagtail CE 
Yellow Wagtail CSE 
Richard's P ip i t  ,S E 
White-breasted 

. Wood-Swallow WCSE 
. - 

Pi tyr iasis qymnocephala* Bornean Brist le-Head C 
Lanius t i g r inus*  - Tiger  Shr ike WC 
Lanius cr istatus* - Brown Shr ike C 
Lanius schach* -- Long-tailed Shr i ke  CSE 
Aplonis panayensis* Phil ippine Glossy 

Star l ing WCSE 
Sturnus phil ippensis* - violet-backed Star l ing SE 

Sturnus contra* 
Acridotheres t r is t is*  
Cracula reliqiosa 
Anthreptes malacencis* 

' ~ n t h r e p t e s  singalensis* 
Hypoqramma hypogrammicum 
Nectarinia sperata 
Nectarinia calcostetha* 

Nectarinia jugularis* 
Aethopyga siparaja* 
Arachnothera lonqirostra 
Arachnothera crassirostr is 

Arachnothera robusta 

Arachnothera f lavigaster 
Arachnothera a f f in is  .. . 
Prionochilus thoracicus 

Prionochilus maculatus 

Prionochilus percussus* 

Prionochilus xanthopyqius* 

Dicaeum chrysorrheum 

Dicaeum tr iqonostiqma 

Dicaeum concolor* 
Dicaeum cruentatum* 

Dicaeum trochileum* 

Asian Pied Star l ing C 
Common Myna CS 
H i l l  Myna WCSE 
Brown-throated 

Sunb i rd  WCSE 
Ruby-cheeked Sunb i rd  C 
Purple-naped Sunb i rd  C 
Purple-throated Sunb i rd  C 
Copper-throated 

Sunb i rd  CS 
Olive-backed Sunb i rd  CS 
Crimson Sunb i rd  WCS 
L i t t l e  Spiderhunter  WCS 
Thick-b i l led 

Spiderhunter  WC 
Long-bi l led 

Spiderhunter WC 
Spectacled Spiderhunter C 
Grey-breasted 

Spiderhunter  C 
Scarlet-breasted 

Flowerpecker C 
Yellow-breasted 

Flowerpecker WCE 
Crimson-breasted 

Flowerpecker CS 

Yellow-rumped 
Flowerpecker WC 

Y ellow-vented 
Flowerpecker WC 

Orange-bell ied 
Flowerpecker WCSE 

Plain Flowerpecker S 
Scarlet-backed 

Flowerpecker WCS. 
Scarlet- headed 

Flowerpecker CS 
Zosterops f lava* Javan whiteleye CS 
Passer montanus* Eurasian Tree-Sparrow E 
Padda oryzivora* Java Sparrow CS 
Lonchura fuscans* Dusky Munia WCSE 
Lonchura leucogastra* White-bellied Munia S 
Lonchura unctulata P* Scaly-breasted Munia S 
Lonchura malacca Chestnut Munia WCS 
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T h e  fo l lowing " l n t roduct ion"  and  papers were  among 
those presented in t h e  Borneo Research Counci l 's  session in 
Phi ladelphia. 

l n t roduc t i on  

Vinson Su t l i ve  

A p r o p o s  t h i s  s e s s i o n  o n  " S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  in 
Borneo." we p resen t  it o n  t h e  eve o f  t h e  Un i ted  Nat ions 
In ternat iona l -Year  o f  Shel ter  f o r  t h e  Homeless - 1987. 

* 

G e o r g e  P e t e r  Murdock  ins is ted  t h a t  social analys is  
beg in  w i t h '  t h e  desc r i p t i on  of res idence pa t te rns .  Many 
contemporary ana lys ts  wou ld  i ns i s t  t h a t  social analys is  b e g i n  
w i t h  a desc r i p t i on  o f  occupations. Analyses o f  "where one 
l ives" a n d  "what  one does'' a r e  no t -  ant i thet ica l .  O n  t h e  
contrary,  as t h e  papers  in t h i s  session indicate, sett lement 
pa t te rns  areTsignificantly cor re la ted  w i t h  people's jobs.  

Concern ing  t h e  In ternat iona l  Year of She l te r  f o r  t h e  
Homeless, a l t hough  most  if n o t  a l l  t h e  people descr ibed a re  
n o t  l'homeless". nonetheless al l  a re  in process o f  chang ing  
t h e i r  sett lement pa t te rns .  Many. l i k e l y  w i l l  become landless, 
as Georqe Appe l l  a n d  h i s  fel low authors  descr ibe  in Moder-  - 
nizat ion and. t h e  Emerqence o f  A Landless Peasantry,. a n d  
some doubt less ly  w i l l  jo in  t h e  worl.dls . . homeless. 

John E. Cox 'wr i tes  in Ek is t ics  (Vo l .  51, No. 307. 
Ju ly1  A u g u s t  1984, pp. 284-53 : 

In 1976, w h e n  ' H a b i t a t ,  T h e  U n i t e d  Nat ions 
Conference o n  Human Settlements', was he ld  in 
V a n c o u v e r ,  Canada ,  g o v e r n m e n t s  co l lec t ive ly  

r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a c r i s i s  in human 
sett lements. Despi te t h i s  recogn i t ion  a n d  desp i te  
t h a t  a d e q u a t e  s h e l t e r  h a s  b e e n  u n i v e r s a l l y  
r e c o g n i z e d  as  a b a s i c  right f o r  more  t h a n  a 
q u a r t e r  of a cen tu ry ,  t h e  number  o f  homeless, t h e  
number o f  people living in squalor  a n d  t h e  number  
of people living in pove r t y ,  g r o w  s tead i ly  l a rge r .  

T h e  major component o f  t h e  IYSH p rog ram 
i s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  e v e r y  n a t i o n  t o  d r a w  u p  a 
comprehensive she l te r  s t r a t e g y  t h a t  cou ld  d i r e c t  
act ivi t ies, a t  b o t h  t h e  nat ional  a n d  in te rnat iona l  
levels, towards  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  she l te r  a n d  ne igh-  
borhoods o f  a l l  t h e i r  poor a n d  d isadvantaged by 
t h e  yea r  2000. F o r  t h e  most impor tan t  elements 
o f  s u c h  a s t r a t e g y ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e n  m a j o r  
considerat ions:  

- recogn iz ing  t h e  p rob l ch ;  
- es tab l ish ing  rea l is t i c  goals a n d  object ives; 
- secu r ing  po l i t i ca l  commitment a t  e v e r y  level; 
- mak ing f inanc ia l  resources available; 
- t a k i n g  care  o f  t h e  necessary i ns t i t u t i ona l  matters; 

i nc lud ing  leg is la t ive  ones; 
- so lv ing  technical  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l  problems: a n d  
- choosing a n d  deve lop ing  app rop r ia te  technologies. 

I t  is  now est imated t h a t  one q u a r t e r  of t h e  
wor ld 's  populat ion do n o t  have adequate hous ing .  
O f  t hese ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  100 m i l l i on  have  n o  
h o u s i n g  wha tsoeve r .  . . In t h e  c i t ies  of t h e  
developing world, 50 pe rcen t  o f  t h e  inhabi tants,  
on  average, l i v e  in slum a n d  squa t te r  sett lements. 
It i s  n o t  unusua l  t o  find in these set t lements 1000 

' o r  more people depending o n  water  f r o m  a s ing le  
s tandp ipe and  h a v i n g  no  access t o  human waste 
disposal fac i l i t ies.  

A n d  what  o f  t h e  f u t u r e ?  If t r e n d s  cont inue 
as p e r  t h e  most recen t  UN project ions,  t h e n  t h e  
scale o f  sett lement issues w i l l  r a p i d l y  i n t e n s i f y .  
One o f  t h e  most cha l leng ing  problems w i l l  b e  t h e  
impact o f  u rban iza t ion  in deve lop ing  count r ies .  It 
i s  est imated that ,  in deve lop ing  countr ies,  b y  t h e  



year 2000, approximately one in two people wi l l  
b e  l i v ing  in cities. Pu t  another way, th i s  means, 
in 20 years a doubl ing of the number of people 
l i v i n g  in c i t i e s  - f r o m  1,000 million t o  2,000 
million. Of these 2.000 million urban dwellers, 
about 500 mill ion wi l l  be l i v ing  i n  60 cit ies of 
more thbn 5 mill ion inhabitants. For ty- f ive  of 
these cit ies wi l l  b e  in developing countries and 
the  population of  some cit ies wi l l  reach stagger ing 
proport ions. -Consider f o r  instance that, if t rends 
continue. in the space of 16 years Mexico C i t y  
wi l l  have 31 mill ion inhabitants, Sao Paulo, 25.8 
million, and greater Bombay, 16.8 million. (w., 
p. 2841. 

The International Year of Shelter f o r  the Homeless wi l l  
succeed only if there i s  appreciation f o r  the information and 
ins ights  of the subjects--the intended beneficiaries--and 
planning agents. Neither can effect solution alone. The 
former lack resources, the  lat ter  often lack perspectives. 
The lat ter  of ten control  resources. the former, can prov ide 
perspective. . Only a combination of "tenant power" and 
government resources can help resolve and ameliorate the  
problems, which while not  ye t  extensive, nonetheless are 
extant and browing i n  Borneo. 

INSIDE THE HORNBILL'S VILLAGE: 
NGAJU DAYAK SETTLEMENTS AND 

COSMOLOGICAL CONSTRUCTS 

ANNE SCHILLER 
Cornell UniverSity 

Conceptions and beliefs which comprise a par t icu lar  
view of the  wor ld of ten find expression in natura l  and man- 
made contours of the  physical environment. Belief systems 
may b e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  de l ineat ion of  space, i n  the  
construction of  a house, or  i n  the design of a village, town. 

o r  c i t y .  So too natural  sur roundings o r  an ex is t ing rnan- 
made environment can be  imbued w i t h  special significance. 
C lea r l y  t h e  u n i q u e  complex ion o f  a habitat ion can be  
a f f ec ted  b y  many f a c t o r s  a n d  n o t  e v e r y  aspect of a 
settlement can be construed as the  conscious expression of  
a belief system. Nevertheless, as anthropological studies 
have  p r o  osed, p laces t h a t  peop le  l i ve  have symbolic 
meanings.P As symbols, en t i re  settlements can g ive and 
take meaning ref lexively wi th in  wider contexts of thought .  

V i l l ages  o f  t h e  Kahayan  R i v e r  Nga ju  o f  Cen t ra l  
Kalimantan are characterized by many symbolic propert ies. 
The layout of  a Kahayan vi l lage i s  informed by a complex 
system of cosmologic and cosmogonic belief. Th is  paper 
proposes t ha t  t he  relationship between cosmology and vi l lage 
design of fers  ins ight  in to  Kahayan peoples1 perception of  the  
phys ica l ,  social, and  more boundar ies of the i r  wor ld.  
Focus ing  upon  t h e  n e x u s  of  settlement symbology and 
indigenous cosmology, t he  paper addresses t h e  association 
between vi l lage design, wor ld  *;;'iew, and pr inciples govern ing 
human relations. These pr inc ip les a re  reinforced th rough  
r i tua ls  which ut i l ize t he  v i l lage as an arena f o r  dramatic 
restatement of Kahayan wor ld  view. The implications of 
th i s  system of thought  may not  be  rest r ic ted to  vi l lage 
relations only, however. The  paper suggests ways tha t  the  
system i s  g iven  expression t h rough  vi l lagers '  concerns about, 
and ult imate adjustment to, l i f e  in a large, mult i-ethnic 
communi ty .  T h i s  r a i ses  ques t i ons  regard ing  how, in 
reciprocal fashion. the Kahayan wor ld  view i s  l ike ly  t o  b e  
affected b y  events related t o  development i n  t he  Province 
of Central Kalimantan . 

In t h e  Kahayan region today t h e  conceptualization o f  
social relations, ar t iculated in settlement symbology .and  
associated belief, i s  changing rap id ly .  Factors cont r ibut ing 
t o  change  i n c l u d e  i nc reased  conve rs i on  t o  pan-ethnic 
r e l i g i ons ,  gove rnmen t  policies d i rec t l y  af fect ing Dayak 
belief, and increased exposure t o  a new kind of settlement, 
spec i f i ca l l y  C e n t r a l  Ka l imantan 's  burgeoning provincial  
capital, Palangka Raya, located in t h e  middle reaches of t he  
Kahayan River .  A problematic emerges in t h i s  confrontat ion 
between settlements as ideal const ructs  and t he  rea l i ty  of  
l i f e  i n  an  urban center.  Tha t  Kahayan vi l lagers have 
appropr iated Palangka Raya as a symbol of the i r  collective 
ident i ty  i s  demonstrated, f o r  example, b y  popular ballads 



which incorpora te  t h e  c i t y  i n t o  a t rad i t iona l  paradigm of 
v i l lage symbology. Y e t  wh i le  changing a t t i tudes toward  kin 
and non-k in  and pa t te rns  o f  in terac t ive  behavior  in cont ra-  
d is t inc t ion  t o  those re in forced t h r o u g h  the symbology o f  
v i l lage design po in t  t o  an emerging sense of Ngaju-ness, t h e  
idea o f  a Ngaju col lect ive i den t i t y  remains debatable. T h i s  
p r o b l e m a t i c  'has i m p o r t a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  ind igenous 
peoples1 ab i l i t y  t o  d raw upon  settlements, v i l lage o r  urban,  
as symbolic resources t h r o u g h  which  they  can inv igo ra te  and  
exp lore  t h e i r  i den t i t y .  

I. T h e  Vi l lage as Ideal  Construct 

T h e  Kahayan Nga ju  a r e  swidden agr icu l tu ra l is ts  who 
l i v e  in vi l lages along t h e  mid-and lower reaches o f  a major 
Cent ra l  Kalimantan waterway.  L i ke  other Dayak g r o u p s  
subsumed by t h e  category  Ngaju. Kahayan peoples i d e n t i f y  
themselves w i t h  re ference t o  a speci f ic  r i v e r  o r  t o  an even 
more del imited area r a t h e r  than  as p a r t  of a l a rge r  t r i b e .  
F o r  Kahayan Ngaju, p a r t i c u l a r l y  those who adhere t o  . t he  
indigenous rel igion, Kaharingan, spatial  arrangements o f  
houses, shrines, and  mor tua ry  edif ies w i th in  v i l lages re f l ec t  
k e y  cosmological bel iefs. These beliefs, in turn. ho ld  c lues 
t o  concepts and  p r inc ip les  wh ich  i n fo rm human re lat ions.  

Kahayan peoples r e f e r  t o  t h e  wor ld  general ly  and  t h e i r  
v i l lage speci f ical ly  as t h e  "v i l lage borrowed b y  t h e  h o r n b i l l  
( l e w u  i n j a m  t i n q a n g )  ,'I a reference t o  t h e i r  metaphor ic 
alterselves, rh inoceros  ho rnb i l l s .  T h e  v i l lage can b e  seen as 
a place where-hornbil ls pause, res t i ng  amid t h e  branches of 

, t h e  r i ve r ,  a metaphor ic t r e e  o f  l i fe .  T h e  image i s  one t h a t  
u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  tempora l i ty  o f  existence in t h i s  wor ld .  
Vi l lage des ign i s  charac ter ized by a system o f  dual i t ies.  A 
cont ras t ive  jux tapos i t ion  f i gu res  i n  b o t h  t h e  const ruc t ion  
and t h e  location of houses. Dwel l ings are usua l ly  built 
f a c i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  s u n r i s e  (pambelum), e x p l i c i t l y  
assoc ia ted  in r i t u a l  c o n t e x t s  w i t h  l i f e  and  p r o s p e r i t y .  
O s s u a r i e s  c o n t a i n i n g  remains o f .  t h e  dead a r e  s imi la r ly  
e r e c t e d  so t h a t  t h e i r  m in ia tu re -doors  and windows face 
sunr ise.  T h e  opposi te d i rect ion,  sunset (pambelep), i s  
associated w i t h  death, t h u s  houses and ossuaries t ranscend  
death by means o f  t h e i r  physical  or ientat ion.  

sunr ise  a n d  sunset, u p r i v e r  a n d  d o w n r i v e r  have impor tant  
associations. U p r i v e r  has pos i t i ve  connotat ions. In t h e  
past, f o r  example, social r a n k  may have  been re f lec ted b 
t h e  location o f  houses upon  an u p r i v e r l d o w n r i v e r  axis. ?! 
Kahar inqan g raveyards  a r e  usua l l y  located d o w n r i v e r  f r o m  
t h e  vil lage, o f ten  on  t h e  opposi te r i v e r b a n k .  T h e  d i rec t ions  
up a n d  d o w n  a r e  assoc ia ted  w i t h  o t h e r  realms o f  t h e  
cosmos. home t o  pa r t i cu la r  superna tu ra l  be ings.  

Accord ing t o  t h e  re l ig ious  unders tand ings  o f  adherents  
o f  Kaharinqan, supernatura l  be ings  a r e  t h o u g h t  t o  have 
access t o  v i l lages.  F o r  purposes o f  t h e  p resen t  discussion, 
s u p e r n a t u r a l  b e i n g s  w i l l  b e  b r o a d l y  c lassi f ied i n t o  two  
categor iese3 T h e  f i r s t ,  Upper  and  Lower World Be ings 
(sanq ianq) ,  p r imar i l y  res ide in o the r  realms of t h e  cosmos 
b u t  v i s i t  t h e  v i l lage t o  take  p a r t  in r i t u a l s  o r  t o  convey 
t h e i r  desires by possessing persons in t rance.  Upper  and  
Lower World Be ings a r e  r e g a r d e d  as benevo lent ly  disposed 
toward  mank ind and  t h e i r  v i s i t s  a r e  welcomed. Some a r e  
said t o  have special re la t ionsh ips  w i t h  pa r t i cu la r  families. 
Another category o f  beings, wh ich  I r e f e r  t o  as "Unclean 
Ones" ( t a l u h  papa),  a re  associated w i t h  t h e  jungle.  These 
a r e  o f t e n  s a i d  t o  d w e l l  b e t w e e n  v i l l ages  in unc leared 
patches o f  s c r u b  ( p u k u n q  pahewan).  Unclean Ones a r e  
character ized by amoral disposit ion, inhuman aspect, a n d  
sexual p romiscu i ty .  T h e y  can appear t o  v i l lagers  in t h e  
guise o f  animals o r  s t rangers .  T h e y  may also manifest 
themselves as dreaded hantuen, h o r r i f i c  c reatures  wh ich  
f o l l o w  t h e  s c e n t  o f  co rpses  o r  t h e  b lood o f  women in 
c h i l d b i r t h  in o r d e r  t o  drink t h a t  b lood.  

Fear o f  hantuen e x e r t s  a sub t le  y e t  c r i t i ca l  in f luence 
on Kahayan social re lat ions.  I t  under l ies  not ions r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  ideal composition o f  v i l lage society a n d  f i g u r e s  genera l ly  
i n  concepts r e g a r d i n g  v i l lage layout .  T h e  concern in forms 
K a h a y a n  peop les '  a t t i t udes  t o w a r d  s t r a n g e r s  a n d  o the r  
"outs iders."  In t h e  ideal v i l lage al l  i nhab i tan ts  a r e  cognat i -  
cal ly  re lated.  T h e r e  i s  a pre ference f o r  cousin marr iage as 
it i s  said t h a t  hantuen can b e  u n w i t t i n g l y  incorpora ted i n t o  
t h e  v i l lage t h r o u g h  marr iage.  T h o u g h  few ex i s t  i n  t h e  
reg ion today t h e  long house (be tang) ,  celebrated i n  i n d i -  
genous mythology, can pe rhaps  b e  seen as t h e  phys ica l  
expression o f  t h i s  ideal social form. 

O t h e r  c a r d i n a l  d i rec t i ons  a re  u p r i v e r  ( n q a j u )  a n d  
downr i ve r  (ngawa),  up ( h u n j u n )  and  down (penda)  . L i k e  



When cognates i nhab i t  t h e  same v i l lage t h e  wor ld  o f  
t h e  living approximates condi t ions p reva i l i ng  in t h e  realm o f  
t h e  dead. T h e  "Prosperous Vi l lage of Souls" i s  located in 
t h e  u p p e r m o s t  reaches of t h e  cosmos. In t h a t  v i l lage 
ancestors dwel l  in t h e  t ranspo r ted  essence o f  bone reposi-  
to r ies  ( sandung)  cons t ruc ted  b y  t h e i r  descendants. On ly  t h e  
bones o f  men a n d  women cognatical ly re la ted  may b e  placed 
together  w i t h i n  repositor ies, wh ich  o f ten  h o l d  t h e  remains 
o f  fifty o r  more persons.  A f f ines  who are n o t  cognates are  
placed in ind i v idua l  reposi tor ies located alongside t h e  l a rge r  
s t ruc tu res .  

T h e  association between v i l lage design, cosmology, and  
social re lat ions reaches a heightened level o f  a r t i cu la t ion  
d u r i n g  t h e  celebrat ion o f  secondary mor tua ry  r i tua ls ,  o r  
t iwah.  P r i o r  t o  t iwah  members of t h e  extended fami ly  make 
a p i lgr image home t o  t h e  v i l lage t o  process t h e i r  dead. 
D u r i n g  t h e  celebrat ion d is t inc t ions  between kin a n d  non -k in  
are  emphasized t h r o u g h  var ious  symbolic means. One i s  t h e  
a l terat ion o f  t h e  v i l lage's physical  aspect by const ruc t ion  o f  
a l ong  fence paral le l  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  Theoret ica l ly  non -k in  are  
permi t ted  t~ enter  o n l y  fo l lowing in te r rogat ion  by t h e  head 
sponsor o f  t iwah.  B y  t h e  same token members of sponsor ing 
famil ies a re  ,proscr ibed f rom leaving t h e  v i l lage u n t i l  t h e  
r i t u a l  i s ,  comple te .  Near t h e  climax of t iwah  a log  i s  
fastened across t h e  fence1s gateway. A mock ba t t l e  may 
ensue during which  sponsors are  "attacked" b y  non -k in  
v i s i t o rs  f r o m  o the r  v i l lages.  These a r r i v e  on  decorated 
sh ips  wh ich  approach t h e  v i l lage f rom downr i ve r .  T h e  crew 
bring with-them goods and animals t o  augment t h e  celebra- 
t i on .  These goods a re  exp l ic i t l y  f o r  t h e  deceasedls use in 
t h e  a f te r l i fe .  Despi te t h e  apparent ly  ben ign  mot ive f o r  t h e  
v i s i t ,  however ,  t h e  new a r r i va l s  b rand ish  spears, don  
s t r i k i n g  costumes, a n d  wear h o r r i f i c  masks. They  may 
dance obscenely and  t a u n t  t h e  sponsors. T h e  dancers pass 
t h r o u g h  t h e  fence o n l y  a f te r  hav ing  been vanqu ished by a 
r e t u r n  b a r r a g e  o f  spears f r o m  shore. T h i s  dramat ic  moment 
s t r i k i n g l y  p o r t r a y s  t h e  dangers and  rewards  o f  association 
w i t h  non-kin, a n d  dep ic ts  t h e  re la t i ve  safety o f  t h e  v i l lage 
ve rsus  t h e  unknown  places and peoples beyond.  T h e  crew's 
appearance a n d  behav ior  recal l  t h e  features a n d  ambigui ty  o f  
hantuen, members o f  t h e  second category o f  supernatura l  
beings descr ibed in t h i s  paper.  Sponsors o f  t iwah are  
un i ted  in t h e  presence of dangers symbolical ly posed by t h e  
outs ide a n d  outs iders .  Yet  d is t inc t ions  w i th in  t h e  fami ly  a re  

accentuated as well. T h e  coord ina ted e f f o r t s  o f  kin a r e  
t h o u g h t  necessary t o  p e r f o r m  secondary m o r t u a r y  r i t ua l s .  
Nevertheless t h e  remains o f  non-cognat ic  a f f i nes  cannot  b e  
placed in t h e  ossuaries of i nd i v idua l s  who a r e  cognat ical ly  
re lated.  T h i s  p recaut ion  p ro tec ts  ancestors f r o m  h a v i n g  a 
potential ,  a lbei t  unexposed, han tuen  t r a n s p o r t e d  i n t o  t h e i r  
wor ld .  

I I . Palangka Raya: T h e  "Great  a n d  Bo is terous  Vi l lage" 

From t h i s  b r i e f  d iscussion o f  t h e  re la t ionsh ip  between 
sett lement design, cosmology, a n d  ident i ty ,  it i s  c lear  t h a t  
t h e  p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  i s  a focal  p o i n t  o f  v i l lagers1  1 existence. It has f u r t h e r  been suggested t h a t  Kahayan 

1 peoples have ambiguous fee l ings  t o w a r d  i nd i v idua l s  who l i v e  , m e t a p h o r i c a l l y  " b e y o n d  t h e  vil lage," t h a t  is, non-k in .  
Nevertheless c u r r e n t  po l i t i cs  as wel l  as v i l lagers '  g r o w i n g  

1 knowledge o f  o the r  reg ions  have  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a n  emerg ing  
sense o f  Ngaju-ness based u p n  sha red  language a n d  s imi lar  

I t r ad i t i on .  Given t h a t  g r o u p s  need symbols o f  t h e i r  ex is-  
I 

tence in o r d e r  t o  surv ive ,  a n d  t h a t  sett lement symbology i s  
I one vehic le f o r  t h e  t ransmission o f  c u ~ t u r e , ~  it i s  i n s t r u c t i v e  

t o  examine how Kahayan peoples apprehend a n d  legi t imate 
1 
1 Palangka Raya, t h e i r  p rov inc ia l  capital, t h r o u g h  t h e  para-  
I d igm o f  v i l lage symbology.  
I 

A usefu l  po in t  o f  access h e r e  a re  popu la r  ballads, 
composed in t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  epic p ra i se  songs ( k a r u n g u t ) ,  
w h i c h  dep ic t  Palangka Raya as a "g rea t  a n d  bo is terous  
v i l lage ( lewu -- hai hayak ram i )  ." These a r e  pe r fo rmed  as p a r t  
o f  var ious  entertainments, o f t en  by people who have  neve r  
v i s i t ed  Palangka Raya. T h e  l ayou t  o f  Palangka Raya as 
descr ibed in t h e  bal lads does n o t  necessar i ly  conform t o  
rea l i t y .  A t yp i ca l  ba l lad  beg ins  by address ing  supe rna tu ra l  
b e i n g s .  U p p e r  a n d  L o w e r  Wor ld be ings  a r e  asked t o  
approach Palangka Ryya, whereas Unclean Ones a re  t o l d  t o  
g o  f 2 r  away. It i s  descr ibed as a place o f  p rospe r i t y ,  
swollen w i t h  benef icent  r a i n  w r o u g h t  by U p p e r  a n d  Lower  
World Beings.  T h e  songs proceed t o  rev iew t h e  l ayou t  o f  
Palangka Raya, t h e  d i rec t i on  o f  sun r i se  a n d  sunset  where  
t h e  a i r p o r t  a n d  h a r b o r  lie, " t he  place b i r d s  soar a n d  t h e  
place where t h e y  g l i de  even ly  across t h e  face o f  t h e  water . "  
Downr i ve r  a deep pool p rov ides  a gateway f o r  Lower  Wor ld 
Beings.  U p r i v e r  l ies t h e  seat o f  regional  government .  



What i s  s t r i k i n g  about  many o f  these bal lads i s  n o t  
on l y  t h a t  s ingers  focus upon  t h e  cardinal direct ions, making 
a n  e x p l i c i t  assoc ia t i on  be tween  u p r i v e r  and  t h e  local 
g o v e r n m e n t  fo r  example, o r  t h e  s ingers '  hope t h a t  t h e  
v i l lage i s  pro tec ted b y  some supernatural  beings and avoided 
by others, but t h a t  t h e  songs of ten emphasize boundaries, 
po in ts  o f  entrance i n t o  Palangka Raya. These may inc lude 
t h e  ai rport ,  t h e  harbor,  and t h e  p ier .  According t o  some 
songs the  en t i re  v i l lage i s  sur rounded b y  a pro tec t ive  amulet 
be l t  (penyang)  . . T h i s  recal ls t h e  importance o f  another 
boundary  discussed ear l ie r  in t h i s  paper, t h e  fence which  
p reven ts  outs iders  access t o  t iwah and, conversely. keeps 
those who belong w i t h i n  t h e  confines o f  t h e  v i l lage.  

Recognizing t h a t  t h e  importance o f  cont ro l l ing  access 
t o  settlements. and  by extension t h e  Kahayan world. i s  
a r t i cu la ted ve rba l l y  t h r o u g h  bal lads and r i t ua l l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  m o r t u a r y  a rch i tec tu re  suggests h idden 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  o n e  r e c e n t  event  in Central Kalimantan 
r e p o r t e d  by a n  Indonesian newspaper.5 One day last  
August, thousands o f  Palangka Raya's residents converged 
upon  a building w i t h  t h e  apparent  intent ion of demolishing 
it. T h e  crowd re fused t o  disperse u n t i l  an army o f f i cer  had  
searched t h e  building and  declared it empty. Accord ing t o  
t h e  report ,  ' t he  c rowd had  assembled i n  o rde r  t o  expose a 
h a n t u e n  supposedly hiding inside. The  b u i l d i n g  under  
suspicion belonged t o  t h e  Regional Off ice of Transmigrat ion, 
u n d e r  t h e  ausp ices  o f  which more than t h r e e  h u n d r e d  
thousand non-Dayak families wi l l  ul t imately b e  set t led i n to  
t h e  env i rons3 f .Pa langka  Raya and beyond. Though  it i s  
cer ta in  t h a t  o thers  besides Ngaju were also present  in t h e  
crowd, t h e  tone of t h e  event  recal led suspicions voiced t o  
me by townspeople t h a t  many o f  t he i r  neighbors, repre-  
sentat ives o f  o ther  e thn i c  groups, were hantuen.  

I1 I. Some Implicat ions I 

Since t h e  creat ion o f  t h e  Province o f  Cent ra l  Kaliman- 
t a n  and t h e  found ing  o f  Palangka'Raya i n  1957 the re  has 
been an impression, h e l d  by outs iders and indigenous peoples 
a l ike ,  t h a t  Kal imantan Tengah i s  closely t i e d  t o  Dayak 
ident i ty .  Today, however, members o f  other e thn i c  g roups  
o u t n u m b e r  D a y a k s  a n d  many posit ions of au tho r i t y  a re  
o c c u p i e d  by n o n - D a y a k s .  U n d e r  I n d o n e s i a ' s  zealous 
t ransmigrat ion program t h i s  d i spa r i t y  wi l l  continue t o  grow.  6 

Cu l tu ra l  heterogenei ty i s  t he re fo re  one fac to r  wh ich  f i g u r e s  
in Kahayan peoples' quest  t o  unders tand  who t h e y  a re  and  
w h e r e  t h e y  belong. I t  i s  n o t  t h e  on ly  one, however. 
O the rs  are  increasing convers ion t o  pan-ethnic re l ig ions  as 
well as standardizat ion a n d  codi f icat ion o f  t h e  indigenous 
re l ig ion  in response t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  Rel ig ious Af fa i rs '  
1980 decision t o  recognize Kahar ingan as a H i n d u  sect. T h e  
lat ter ,  a lbei t  ind i rec t ly ,  i s  r e s u l t i n g  in a s h i f t  in emphasis 
f r o m  t h e  fami ly  t o  a re l ig ious  community as t h e  sponsor o f  
r i t u a l ,  a n d  f rom re l ig ious  unders tand ings  focused upon  
supernatura l  be ings i nc lud ing  those descr ibed in t h i s  paper  
t o  bel ief  in a single, omnipotent d e i t y  capable o f  g r a n t i n g  
fo rg iveness and  salvation f o r  ind iv idua ls .  T h i s  doc t r i ne  i s  
be ing  embraced rap id l y  by many high school and  col lege 
you ths  o f  Palangka Raya. 

As Kahayan peoples' .no t ions  o f  cosmology and  social 
r e l a t i o n s  change,  we : m a y  e x p e c t  t h e i r  v i e w  of t h e i r  
re lat ionship t o  t h e  place' t h e y  l i v e  t o  change as well. T h u s  
Palangka Raya i tse l f  remains aq'problematic symbol. On  t h e  
one hand, as demonstrated t h r o u g h  t h i s  b r i e f  examination o f  
t h e  content  o f  local ballads, t h e  realm o f  Upper  and  Lower 
World Beings i s  conceived as h a v i n g  been ex tended t o  t h i s  
g rea t  and boisterous v i l lage.  In t h i s  sense Palangka Raya 
"belongs" t o  Centra l  Kalimantan's indigenous v i l lagers .  O n  
t h e  o ther  hand, inhab i tan ts  o f  t h e  Kahayan reg ion a re  in 
t h e  process o f  becoming d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  people, many 
w i t h  a new unders tand ing o f  cosmology and  society. It i s  
h o p e d  t h a t  t h i s  examination o f  t h e  re la t ionsh ip  between 
v i l lage layout  and  cosmology, as well  as t h e  legi t imat ion o f  
P a l a n g k a  R a y a  t h r o u g h  t h e  s y m b o l i c  f r a m e w o r k  o f  a 
Kahayan vil lage, wi l l  l end  i ns igh ts  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a n  
unders tand ing o f  how indigenous Bornean peoples cons t ruc t  
a n d  n u r t u r e  i d e n t i t y  in t h e i r  r a p i d l y  chang ing  wor ld .  
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SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF RUNGUS AND BULUSU' 
SETTLEMENT PATTERNS 

G. N. Appell  
Brandeis Un ive rs i t y  

l ntroduct ion 
1 am going to  compare the  tradi t ional  Rungus settle- 

ment pat tern wi th  tha t  o f  t he  Bulusu'. Then I wi l l  discuss 
t he  changes t ha t  have occurred in these as a resu l t  of 
deve lopment  and  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of  the i r  sociocultural 
systems in to  the i r  national economies, and f ina l ly  I wi l l  
contrast the  consequences. ( 1 ) 

The Runqus Settlement Pat tern 
The Rungus are a Dusunic speaking g roup  found  in the  

Kudat ~ i v i s i o n  of Sabah, ~ a l a ~ s i a . .  our-research focused on 
t he  Rungus of  the Kudat Peninsula. The peninsula i s  a 
narrow s t re tch of land w i t h  -a chain of  low h i l l s  forming i t s  
backbone. As a result, t h e  streams f lowing t o  t h e  west and 
the  east are short, shallow and of  low volume so t ha t  they 
are not navigable above the i r  estuaries. A marked d r y  
season exists du r i ng  t he  per iod of the  t rans i t ion f rom the 
northeast t o  southwest monsoons, when these r i ve r s  and 
streams may cease f lowing. 

There are three major s t ruc tu ra l  isolates in the  Rungus 
social system: the  village, t he  longhouse, and the  domestic 
family. There are no hered i tary  social classes. 

The vi l lage owns a t e r r i t o r y  which encompasses t he  
watershed of  one of  these streams, o r  a section of  the 
watershed. I re fer  t o  t h i s  as t he  vi l lage reserve. Only 
r e s i d e n t  members may cu l t iva te  the i r  swiddens in th is  
reserve and gather housing material there.  The  vi l lage i s  a 
corporate ju ra l  un i t  because of  i t s  r i g h t s  over  land, and it 
i s  r i t u a l l y  corporate  as well, as it engages in various 
ceremonies t o  create a state of goodwill between the  vi l lage 
as a social en t i t y  and t he  sp i r i t  wor ld.  

A v i l lage may b e  composed o f  one o r  more longhouses 
in d i f f e r e n t  hamlets. It i s  my in terpreta t ion tha t  the  
number of longhouses has increased per  vi l lage as a resu l t  
of pax  britannica, and th is  along w i t h  a population increase 



has resul ted in some hamlets break ing off t o  form separate 
villages. In other words, the  pr0cesse.s of population g rowth  
and growing secur i t y  have led to  smaller, more dispersed 
longhouses, more hamlets, and smaller vil lage ter r i tor ies .  

The longhouse i s  a condominium consisting of a number 
o f  domest ic f am i l y  apar tments  cojoined lateral ly. The 
membership, of the  longhouse i s  constantly changing, as 
member domestic families move in and out, w i th  the  average 
occupancy  o f  a. l onghouse  apartment being only a few 
years. Because of t h e  lack of ironwood in t he  region, 
housing posts r o t  rap id ly .  As a resu l t  of  this, and also 
because housing locations may come to  b e  perceived as 
un lucky o r  causing disease, a longhouse may ex is t  as a 
social en t i t y  f o r  only seven o r  e ight  years before a new 
group  forms t o  create another one. 

The longhouse i s  no t  a jura l  unit, and i s  on ly  a r i tua l  
en t i t y  f o r  one seldom held  ceremony. It i s  essentially a 
ju ra l  col lectivity. ( 2 )  

T h e  domestic family i s  composed of a man and h is  
wife, t he  two founders, and the i r  chi ldren. It may also 
inc lude t h e  widowed parent  of one of the  two founders 
when he oi- she i s  no longer able to  ca r ry  on agr icu l tura l  
act iv i t ies.  Marriage i s  uxorilocal, and a br ide-pr ice o f  
gongs, jars, and brassware i s  paid t o  the  family of the  b r i de  
in a form o f  exchange I have termed corporate br ide-pr ice.  

The hu'man ecology of  the  domestic family i s  based on 
cul t ivat ion of  swiddens, the  rais ing of  domestic animals, t he  
p lant ing of  fruit trees, hunting, f ishing, and gather ing of  
w i ld  forest  produce, t h e  manufacture of var ious household 
utensils, t he  weaving of  cloth, and t rad ing  f o r  jars, gongs, 
and brassware. 

A swidden i s  planted w i th  rice, maize, cassava, and a 
var ie ty  o f  vegetables. It i s  used usually for  one year, and 
af ter  al l  t he  crops have been removed, it rever ts  t o  forest .  
The  Rungus land tenure  i s  c i rculat ing usuf ruct  (see Appell  
1986). No permanent use r i gh t s  a re  created by cu t t i ng  t h e  
forest f o r  a swidden. Anyone else in the  vi l lage may use 
t h e  secondary fo res t  of previous swidden f o r  the i r  new 
swidden. 

The Bulusu' Settlement Pattern 

The Bulusu'  are found along t he  several r i ve r s  tha t  
dra in  East Kalimantan f rom the  region behind t he  island of 
Tarakan. These r i ve r s  are wide and deep, w i t h  scattered 
rapids.  Bulusu' l i fe  i s  oriented towards these r ivers,  and 
most t rave l  and transportat ion i s  done by canoe o r  longboat 
on these r i ve rs .  

The. ra in fa l l  i s  in s ta rk  contrast  t o  t ha t  in t h e  Rungus 
area. There i s  no recognized d r y  season, and f loods may 
occur du r i ng  any month o f  t he  year. The  average rainfal l  
f o r  the  Bulusu' area i s  152.52 inches and f o r  t h e  Rungus 
area 89.53. For  the  Bulusu', t he  monthly range i s  10.08 
inches to  15.2 inches, w i t h  a standard deviation of  1.66 
inches. For  t h e  Rungus area t he  monthly range i s  3.23 t o  
19.55 w i th  a standard deviation of  4.72 inches. 

The major social un i t s  of the Bulusu'  are village. f ie ld  
longhouse (payor) ,  vi l lage longhouse, extended patrilocal 
domest ic fami ly ,  a n d  con juga l  f am i l y .  T h e r e  are no 
heredi tary social classes. 

The vi l lage i s  based on a t e r r i t o r y  along one of the  
r ivers,  and boundaries between te r r i to r ies  are marked b y  the  
mouth of a t r i bu ta r y  stream o r  a signif icant natura l  feature. 
Unl ike the Rungus, there appear t o  be  no corporate r i tua ls  
f o r  t h e  whole v i l lage t ha t  requi res the  b a r r i n g  of the  
boundaries t o  foreign v is i tors  f o r  a per iod o f  time. While 
the  jural  personali ty of  t he  Rungus i s  based on i t s  corporate 
assets, bo th  physical and ri tual, t h e  ju ra l  personal i ty o f  t he  
Bulusu' vi l lage appears t o  b e  def ined more b y  t h e  headman's 
capacity as an a rb i t ra to r  of  disputes. 

Thus, it i s  repor ted t ha t  anyone may c u t  a swidden in 
the  vi l lage t e r r i t o r y  who i s  no t  resident in it. In the  past, 
however, t h i s  could have resul ted in t he  ind iv idua l  being 
k i l led as a potential enemy who might  be  seeking heads. 
Consequently, anyone seeking t o  c u t  a swidden i n  another 
vi l lage t e r r i t o r y  usually informs t he  headman o f  h is  inten- 
t ions. In fact, any t rave l ler  t h rough  a v i l lage t e r r i t o r y  
normally stops a t  the  headman's house to  te l l  him of h i s  
t rave l  intent ions i n  order  to  prevent  these be ing in terpreted 
as a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  community, which could lead t o  an 
attempt on h is  l i fe.  



The land tenure system of the Bulusul i s  identical t o  
tha t  of t he  Ryngus. It i s  c i rculat ing usuf ruct .  No per-  
manent r i g h t s  t o  an area may be  established by being the  
f i r s t  t o  fell t he  pr imary forest .  I n  the  l i gh t  of the marked 
d i f f e rence  in t h e  r a i n f a l l  between the  two areas, th i s  
suggests tha t  explanations of land tenure systems as a 
product  of 'climate alone need t o  be  reconsidered. 

The 6ulusu1 vi l lage has not experienced the  increase i n  
popu la t i on  a n d  resu l t an t4  pressure on i t s  land nor  the 
alienation of land t o  outsiders as have the Rungus. In 
other words, t h e  Bu\usul up until t he  time of  resettlement 
in  t h e  1970's and 1980's were no t  .concerned about the  
status o f  the i r  land resources. 

T h e  v i l l age  longhouse (baloi)  i s  a condominium of 
extended family apartments. And it i s  more usual t o  haye 
the  vi l lage const i tuted on the basis of  one o r  occasionany 
two longhouses. 

When a g roup  of swidden farmers are cu t t ing  the i r  
sw iddens  f a r  away f r o m  t h e  ionghouse so t ha t  it i s  a 
h a r d s h i p  t o  r e t u r n  each night, they  may bu i l d  a small 
longhouse (payor )  while they  are farming in tha t  section of  
the  vi l lage."terr i tory, and t h i s  i s  more l ikely t o  b e  the  case 
if there are plans t o  spend several agr icul tural  seasons in 
t ha t  region. 

The conjugal family i s  the  basic product ion uni t ,  b u t  
the  extendeb-.patrilocal family, composed of  a husband and 
wife, the i r  unmarr ied chi ldren, and the i r  marr ied sons and 
the i r  wives i s  t h e  consumption unit. Tradit ionally, a f ter  
marriage t he  couple spent a year, o r  two, o r  three wi th  the  
br ide's natal family. Then they  moved in to  t he  longhouse 
apartment of  t he  husband's father.  It i s  more usual now t o  
move in to  t he  apartment o f  the  groom's father immediately 
a f t e r  mar r iage .  A con juga l  couple wi l l  s tay w i t h  t he  
groom's fa ther  until the i r  chi ldren have reached an age t o  
s t a r t  marrying, and t hen  t h e  coniugal couple wi l l  bu i l d  i t s  
own apartment onto t he  longhouse of the groom's father.  
However. t h i s  can occur shor t ly  a f ter  marriage o r  a t  any 
stage in t h e  developmental cycle o f  the  conjugal family. 
Each conjugal family has i t s  own swidden and f ie ld  house, 
where much o f  i ts  domestic l i fe i s  enacted. When there  a re  
more than one family living in a longhouse apartment, each 

u n i t  wil l  bring food f o r  t he  common pot, w i th  t he  cooking 
be ing done b y  the owner's wife. 

Marriage requi res a br ide-pr ice.  Th i s  i s  composed of 
various items of gongs, jars  and brassware, b u t  expressed as 
so many jars. It i s  not  l ike  the  Rungus br ide-pr ice as 
relatives of the  groom cont r ibute  items f o r  t he  bride-price, 
and these items are i n  t u r n  d is t r ibuted among t he  relat ives 
of the  br ide.  It i s  similar t o  t he  br ide-pr ice o f  t he  Lun 
Dayeh (see Crain 1970, 1982). I t  i s  what I call red is t r ibu-  
t i ve  br ide-pr ice as compared w i th  t he  corporate br ide-pr ice 
of the  Rungus. And i t s  funct ion i s  exp l ic i t ly  t o  secure t he  
vir i local residence of  the  wife. 

The Bulusu' p lant  f r u i t  t ree groves in the i r  swiddens 
only du r i ng  those years when there  has been an unusual ly 
good f r u i t  harvest.  Th is  may be  every  f i v e  t o  seven years. 
They have been plant ing large stands o f  fruit t rees f o r  the  
past couple of decades o r  so because of  t he  possibi l i ty  o f  
sale of  f r u i t  in the markets 'of Tarakan. Rights  t o  these 
groves are held b y  al l  t he  descendants of  t he  planters, w i t h  
stronger r i gh t s  going t o  males. 

Development Among t he  Runqus 

The B r i t i sh  colonial government and t he  subsequent 
state government have ignored the  land tenure system of 
t h e  Rungus. They have instead pushed f o r  ind iv idua l  
ownership of land t o  be  planted in coconuts, rubber,  o r  wet 
r i c e .  Several land development schemes have been at- 
tempted based on monocropping o f  coconuts, o i l  palm, o r  
fas t  growing trees f o r  pu lp .  These have no t  been an 
outstanding success because the  members o f  such schemes 
have not been permitted t o  continue the  human ecology of  
the i r  domestic family, which includes a complex agroecology 
(see Appell 1985b). 

The government has also discouraged t h e  use of t he  
longhouse, and has u rged  t he  Rungus to  set u p  ind iv idua l  
houses on the i r  land o r  in a c luster.  B u t  one poli t ical p a r t y  
i n  an attempt t o  win the  Rungus over bu i l t  a number of 
longhouses in various villages, b u t  these only superf icial ly 
resemble the Rungus longhouse. They have, f o r  example, 
two stories. The  lower s t o r y  f o r  cooking and eating and 



the upper s tory  f o r  sleeping. These are extremely hot. and 
the  Rungus find them uncomfortable. 

T h e  development  of individual land ownership has 
resulted in the  loss of  the  vi l lage of control over i t s  vi l lage 
reserve. Onqe t i t l e  has been received, land can be  sold to  
anyone resident wi th in  o r  resident outside the vil lage. As a 
resu l t  the jural  capacities of  the  vil lage are being eroded. 

As a consequence of  population growth and tak ing land 
out of the swidden cycle f o r  plantations, 'a scarcity of land 
has developed. There i s  enough land, it i s  stated, f o r  th i s  
generation b u t  not  f o r  the  next.  However, the government 
has established a successful school system, and many Rungus 
have gotten suff ic ient  education to  hold responsible posi- 
t i o n s  in government .  T h e  expanding opportunit ies in 
working f o r  the government and businesses i n  the  pr ivate  
sector, o r  becoming an entrepreneur have removed some of 
the urgency over t he  shortage of land. 

However, in the  process of modernization the  Rungus 
have converted t o  Chr ist iani ty.  And th is  has meant the 
cu t t ing  down of  t he  r i tua l  groves around pools in the r i v e r  
and spr ings ' tha t  preserved the water cycle i n  the  environ- 
ment. As a resu l t  the  environment has become markedly 
d r ie r .  

Development Amonq the Bulusu' 

The Bulasu( have been moved to  resettlement centers 
away from the i r  v i l lage ter r i tor ies  b y  the threat  and use of 
mi l i tary force. These resettlement centers include other 
ethnic groups such as the  Punan and representatives of 
various Coastal Muslim groups. The tension as a resu l t  of 
living cheek by jowl w i th  ethnic groups tha t  were once 
cons idered threats i s  palpable (see Appell 1985a 1985c, 
Appell-Warren 1985). 

In these resettlement centers.-the Bulusu' were made to  
bu i ld  single family dwellings which are too small t o  house 
the  extended patri local family o r  to  hold the usual apart- 
ment ceremonies. Then, af ter  it was too late, the govern- 
ment announced tha t  they could bu i ld  longhouses. 

The  Bulusu' have been to ld  t ha t  they  are no t  t o  cu t  
swiddens outside the  boundaries of t he  resettlement area, 
wh i ch  i s  too  small f o r  ca r r y i ng  on t he  usual cycle of 
swiddening, and t he  soil i s  less fe r t i l e  than  in t he i r  home 
ter r i tor ies .  They have also been forced t o  conver t  t o  one 
of the major wor ld religions, and most have become ei ther 
Muslim o r  Christ ian. 

The purposes of the  forced relocation i s  t o  f ree  u p  the  
forests f o r  timber exploitat ion and bring the  Bulusu l  t o  
government services such as schools, dressers, and admini- 
strat ion.  Most of t he  government personnel do no t  l i ke  t o  
travel, and b y  concentrating t he  population i n  one area they  
can reside there or, if coming in f rom an administrat ive 
center, have only t o  v i s i t  one o r  two locations. The  Sabah 
government t o  the cont rary  has the  policy of bringing the  
services t o  the community, b y  bu i ld ing  schools and cl in ics i n  
t h e  v i l l age  areas. Th i s  i s  easier because of  t h e  more 
compact nature of the  Rungus t e r r i t o r y  and settlements. 
B u t  t h i s  approach would also -have been possible and no t  
t h a t  d i f f i c u l t  u n d e r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Bulusu'  settlement 
pat tern.  

As a resu l t  of relocation, t he  Bulusu'  have suf fered an 
economic decline. They used t o  sell considerable agr i -  
cu l tura l  surpluses t o  Tarakan. B u t  these surpluses have 
disappeared under resettlement, and i n  some instances there 
are real hardships i n  terms of subsistence. And  there  are 
no .jobs in the  area o r  t h e  region t o  alleviate t h e  economic 
pressure. The educational system i s  also no t  p repar ing  the  
Bulusul  f o r  occupations, other than wage labor, which could 
be pursued outside the area. 

Comparison of  the  Development Processes Af fect inq 
the Runqus and the  Bulusu'  

The Sabah government has prov ided bet ter  medical and 
educational faci l i t ies to  the  Rungus. And  these are b rough t  
to  the  vil lage. The Indonesian government has b rough t  the  
Bulusu'  t o  these services, which are in fac t  v e r y  pr imi t ive 
(see Appell 1 9 8 5 ~ ) .  As a result,  t he  Rungus are healthier 
and more able to  respond t o  development as education has 
opened u p  a number of  opportuni t ies.  



Finally, the  development of the  Bulusu' was done in an 
authoritarian manner, while the Rungus have had more say 
about the i r  political and economic fu tures.  As a resu l t  they 
have been able t o  change development policies tha t  were 
c l ea r l y  i nequ i t ab le  a n d  g e t  government  subsidies and 
services. 

Notes 

1. F i e l d  w o r k  among t h e  Rungus  b u s u n  o f  Sabah, 
Malaysia, was or ig inal ly undertaken b y  myself and my 
wife in 1959-60 and 1961-63. Th is  was done under  t he  
auspices o f  t h e  Depar tment  of  Anthropology and 
Sociology. Research School of Pacific Studies, t he  
Austral ian National University, which also supported 
the prel iminary wr i te  u p  of data. Additional analysis 
of  our  data f o r  publication was supported by grants  
f rom the  National Science Foundation ( Grant GS-9231, 
ACLS-SSRC, and the  Halcyon Fund. Field work i n  the  
summer o f  1986 t o  assess the  impact of social change 
was done under the  auspices of Halcyon Fund. 

Research )among t he  Bulusu' of East Kalimantan was 
undertaken in 1980-82 and supported b y  the  National 
Science Foundation (Grant  BNS-79-15343) and the Ford 
Foundation. 

See Appell (1976, 1978) f o r  a fu l le r  descript ion of the 
Rungus3o~ iocu l tu ra l  system, and see Appell (1985b 3 f o r  
a discussion of the social change among the Rungus. 
See Appell ( 1983b. 1985a. 1 9 8 5 ~ )  f o r  a fu l le r  discussion 
of the  Bulusu' sociocultural system and the impact of  
social change. 

2. For the terminology of th i s  section, please see Appell 
(1983a. 1984) 
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N E W S  A N D  A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

Female and Male Borneo. The organized session sub- --- 
mit ted  by the  Borneo Research Council t o  the  Program 
Committee of  t h e  American Anthropological Association f o r  
the  Annual Meeting in Chicago has been approved. 

The session i s  scheduled f o r  November 21, f rom 8:00 
AM t o  12:30 PM, a n d  w i l l  b e  fol lowed b y  the Annual 
Meet ing o f  t h e  Counci l ,  place t o  be  announced a t  t he  
session. ( A  business session was no t  scheduled in t he  AAA 
Program because t h e  Association requires a $100 fee t o  l i s t  
such meetings. 1 

Names of  part ic ipants and t i t les  of papers are: 

Vinson H . Sutlive, J r  . 
l ntroduct ion 

William M. Scheider 
Cu l t u ra l  and Behavioral Differentiat ion of Male and - -  

Female Amonq t he  Selako Dayak of  Western Borneo 
Laura Appell  .and George Appell 

Cour tsh ip  and Marriage Among the Rungus 
George Appell  .and Laura Appell 

Courtship and Marriage Among the Bulusu'  
Herber t  L. Whitt ier and Patricia Whitt ier 

Male and Female in Kenyah Household Formation and 
Composition 

Allen R. Maxwell 
Kadayan'\hbmen and Men (Through  Men's Eyes) 

Robert H. Reece 
Chinese- l ndigenous Marriages in Borneo 

Richard C. F id ler  
Sarawak Chinese Family Iden t i t y  Changes 

R. Allen Drake 
T h e  Re l i g i ous  S ign i f i cance  of  Weaving Among t he  
l banic Peoples 

Peter Metcalf 
Eroticism and Headhunt ing - ' 

Donald E. Brown 
The Penis Pin in Borneo 

Jay B.  Cra in  
Anger and t h e  Flesh of the  House: Mengalong Lun  
Dayeh Cosmology as Argument About Babies. Bodies 
and B i r d s  

Anne Schil ler 
Sexual Dualism in Ngaju Dayak Death Ri tual  

Peter Kedit 
Meanwhile, Back Home ... Ritual Journeys and Thei r  
Effects on lban Men and Women 

Mary Hawkins 
Kar t in i  Day i n  South Kalimantan 

Vinson H. Sutlive, J r .  
Keling and Kumang in Town: Di f ferent ia l  Effects of 
Urban Migration on lban Men and Women 

THESIS AND RESEARCH PAPERS DEPOSITED 
IN THE SARAWAK MUSEUM REFERENCE LIBRARY 

Following are thesis and'research papers cu r ren t l y  held 
in the  Sarawak Museum Reference L i b ra r y :  

Asmah Haji Omar i, 

The [ban language o f  Sarawak: a grammatical descrip- 
t ion.  Ph.D. Thesis. Univers i ty  of London, 1969. 

Austin, Robert 
l ban migration : pat terns of mobil i ty and employment 
i n  the  20th cen tu ry .  Ph.D. Thesis, Univers i ty  of  
Michigan, 1977. 

Awang Hasmadi Awang Mois 
Ada t  Selako. B .  A. Thesis, Univers i t i  Kebangsaan 
Malaysia, 1977. 

Awang Hasmadi Awang Mois 
Ada t  dan  ugama Selako. M.A. Thesis, Univers i t i  
Kebangsaan Malaysia, 1979. 

Bhaludin bin Saleh 
Beberapa b i d a n g  sintaksis dialek Melayu Sarawak. 
ljazah sarjanamuda sastera dengan kepujian, Univers i t i  
Kebangsaan Malaysia, 1982183. 

Brenan, As t r i d  
T r iba l  a r t  in Borneo and Sarawak. 3 r d  year graphics. 
Chelsea School of A r t ,  London, 1975. 

Brouwer, Joke and others 
F i s h i n g  i n  Belawai subdistr ict ,  Sarawak: a socio- 
economic s tudy i n  three selected vi l lages (Belawai, 
Rajang and Jer i jeh) - prel iminary repor t .  Department 
of  Geography o f  Developing Countries, Univers i ty  of 
Utrecht. February, 198b. 



Bujang Mohammad 
T h e  cessi'on o f  Sarawak t o  Great  B r i t a i n  1946. 
Univers i ty  of Malaya, Singapore, 1960. 

Chan, Lily Lean Chooi 
Chr ist ian missions and the lban of Sarawak du r i ng  the 
Brooke Rule (1840's - 1940's). B .A .  Thesis, Austral ian 
National 'Universi ty,  1975. 

Chew, Daniel, 
Chinese ,pioneers on the Sarawak Frontier, 1841-1941. 
Ph. D . Thesis, Murdoch University, Australia, 1983. 

Chia, Elizabeth J in  Lan 
A s t u d y  o f  r u b b e r  smal lho ld ings in t he  Kuching 
Distr ict ,  Sarawak. B . A. Thesis, Univers i ty  of  Malaya. 
1970/1971. 

Chong, Chin  Seng 
T r a d i t i o n a l  Melanau woodcarving (bi lum) in Dalat, 
Sarawak. M.A. Thesis, Univers i t i  Sains Malaysia, 1982. 

Chu, Chi-Hung 
Minor i ty  representation in the  Malaysian Legislature. 
Ph.D. Thesis, Univers i ty  of Kentucky, 1974. 

Daane, Jon R. V .  
I n t e rna l .  a n d  e x t e r n a l  co-operation of  Land Dayak 
villages. Department of Rural  Sociology of the  Tropics 
and Sub-tropics, Agr icu l tura l  University, Wageningen, 
The Netherlands, 1974. 

Deegan, J . L. 
Change among t he  Lun  Bawang, a Borneo people. 
Ph. D.  Thesis, Univers i ty  of Washington, 1972. 

Dixon, Gale 
Rural  seftlernent in Sarawak. Ph. D. Thesis, Univers i ty  
of Oregon, 1972. 

Fidler, R. C. 
Kanowit: a bazaar town in Borneo. Ph.D. Thesis, 
Univers i ty  of  Pennsylvania, 1972. 

Fort ier, D. 
Cu l tu re  change among Chinese agr icul tural  set t lers in 
B r i t i sh  Nor th  Borneo. Ph.D. Thesis, Columbia Univer -  
sity, 1964. 

. - 
Friel-Simon. Veronica M. 

A Malay case s tudy  of an extended family i n  ru ra l -  
urban migration. Ph. D. Thesis, American Universi ty,  
1979. 

Gabriel, Gumis Humen 
Native land tenure  protection i n  Sarawak. LL. B (Hons. ) 
Thesis, Univers i ty  of Malaya, December 1981. 

/ Gerawat, Gala 

I A legal h is tory  of  Sarawak. LL. B.  ( Hons. Thesis, 
1 Un ivers i ty  of Malaya, 19791 1980. 

Gill, Sarah 
I Borneo masks: collected f rom var ious European and 
I American Museums. Columbia Universi ty,  New York, 

1965/1966. 
Gill, Sarah 

A survey of  Sarawak a r t .  Ph.D. Thesis, Columbia 
Universi ty,  1967. 

Hasan Mat Nor 
I Beberapa masalah klasif ikasi Etn ik  di kalangan kumpu- 

Ian m i n o r i t i  di Sarawak .  ljazah Sarjana Sastera, 
Univers i t i  Kebangsaan Malaysia, 1979. 

Heppell, Michael 
lban social control: the  in fan t  and t he  adult.  Ph. D. 

I Thesis, Austral ian National Universi ty,  1975. 
I Hoekstra, Mark 

F i s h i n g  i n  Pusa Sub-Dis t r ic t ,  Sarawak: a socio- 
economic s t u d y  i n  t h r e e  selected f i sh ing  vil lages- 
p re l im ina ry  r e p o r t .  Department of  Geography of  
Developing Countries, Utrecht,March 1982. 

I Hoekstra, M. and others 
Fishing i n  Sarawak. Malaysia: a socio-economic s tudy  
i n  three selected villages in Pusa-subdistr ict (Second 

1 Division 1, a Sarawak ( East Malaysia). Department of  
Ceography of Developing Countries, Utrecht, 1983. ! Holthuis. Egbert  
Fishing in Mukah and Oya subdistr icts, Sarawak: a 
socio-economic s t u d y  in 9 selected vi l lages - pre-  
l iminary repor t .  Department o f  Ceography o f  Deve- 
loping Countries, Utrecht, February  1984. 

Hong, Evelyn 
Kenyah society in transi t ion:  a Baram case s tudy.  
M.Sc. Thesis, Univers i t i  Sains Malaysia, 1977. 

Hudson, A.B. 
Padju epat: the  kthnography and social s t ruc tu re  of  a 
Ma'anjah Dajak g roup  in South Eastern Borneo: 2 
volumes. Ph. D.  Thesis, Cornell  Universi ty,  1967. 

Jamalulalam b in  Shani 
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GUERREIRO, ANTONIO J., m, "maisons" 9 organisation 
sociale. Contr ibut ion I 'ethnographie des socizte's modang 
de Kalimantan -Est ( lndondsie) . Paris, EHESS, 1984, 654 p. - 
(Thbse de doctorat, Ph.D. Thesis)  

Of t he  swidden agr icu l tur is ts  of Central Borneo, only 
t h e  Modang remained re la t ive ly  unstud ied t o  date. Thus, 
t h i s  w.ork i s  a f i r s t  cont r ibut ion t o  t he  knowledge of t h i s  
g roup  which displays a v e r y  par t icu lar  social organisation 
and a great  number of taboos (pli') as p a r t  of the  r i ce  
cycle. 

T h e  Modang l i v e  in Eas t  Kalimantan whence they  
scattered f rom the  Kejin tableland (Apo  Kayan area) in to  
d i f f e r e n t  d r a i n a g e  Basins: Mahakam, Kelinjau, Telen- 
Wahau, Kelai-Segah, Lower  Kayan  d u r i n g  the  X V l l l t h  
century .  Now they  number approximately 6,000 (kabupaten 



-Kutai, Berau, Bulunga/n). The dispersal ?f the  sub-groups 
(Long Celat, Gong Bleh, Long Way, Wehea, Menggae) has 
given r i se  t o  cu l tura l  variat ions according to  the economic 
and historical background of each area. 

I n  the  f i r s t  p a r t  of the work. the natural  environment 
and the  location of  neighbour ing groups (Kenyah, Kayan, 
Bahau-Busang) are specified. The l inguist ic and historical 
t ies since the  beginning f o  the  migratory process i n  the 
X V l l l t h  c e n t u r y -  between these ethnic groups and the  
Modang are examined b r ie f l y .  The Modang are p a r t  of  the 
Kayan l inguist ic group. Then the socio-economic frame of 
the province of East Kalimantan is explained, especially f o r  
the two s tudy areas: Upper Mahakam (kecamatan Long 
Pahangai) and Upper Telen ( kecamatan Muara Wahau r i ve rs .  

Some elements of  material cu l ture  are presented in 
the i r  broad outlines: the smithy, the tools, the  wickerwork, 
etc. An ins ight  on the  swidden cultiva\tion system and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i t u a l s  of the  Modang Wehea (Telen-Wahau 
r ivers) .  t h e  sub-groups on which the s tudy has concentrated 

, The thorough-going Ir i tual  technology' of the 
Weh is $ven a allow. them: t o  adjust the i r  society to  the  milieu. 

The sdcond p a r t  i s  devoted to  the  settlement patterns 
and housing complex i n  relation to  social organization. Th is  
pa r t  begins w i t h  a typological s tudy of the long house in 
Borneo. the  main t ype  of settlement. Chapter II describes 
i n  a progressive way the  conceptualization of space, i t s  
concretizatioi? -in, practice b y  the Weh'ea, wi th  correlations at  
the level of k insh ip  and social strati f ication. One notes 
that  a set of opposed dyads.. and a three-fold division form 
an all-embracing classif icatory system. Chapter I I I i s  con- 
cerned wi th  the vi l lage of Ben Has on the Upper Telen, 
which has been retained as a s tudy uni t .  A survey of  t he  
main bu i ld ings  complete the descript ion of the rules of 
space uti l ization including the  long hduse (telson min), the  
individual house (msowl, the  paddy barn  (Pf&-$!h~nd the 
men's house e w x c  : the- ..jatter being a d is t inc t ive 
cul tural  feature of the Modang among the Kayan-Kenyah- 
Kajang comlex o f  Cen t ra l  Borneo.- ~ u r t h e r m o r e ,  - t he  
importance of residence ( uxorilocal 1 i n  the Wehea' bi lateral 
k inship system i s  stressed and compared wi th  the  d i f ferent  
forms of the  household. 

Chap te r  V t r i e s  t o  i d e n t i f y  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  social  
organization l inked w i t h  t he  long house in t he  cognatic o r  
bi lateral societies of Borneo as well as w i t h  other societies 
in Southeast  As ia  (Mentawai,  Temiar, Rhades [South- 
Vietnam] ) .  I n  th i s  perspective, the  concepts of "house" and 
"house-based societ ies" advanced  by Levi-Strauss are 
examined and analyzed in connection w i t h  the  s t ruc tu ra l  
features of  Bornean-type societies. It seems t h a t  t h e  long 
house constitutes not  only a cognatic k insh ip  grouping, the 
"house owning-group" described b y  E. R . Leach, but also a 
k i n d  o f  s t r u c t u r e  which ref lects dialectical oppositions- 
consanguinity and descent, marriage alliance and residence- 
at  work i n  the social system. Al though t he  s t ra t i f ied and 
egali tarian societies share some basic characterist ics, they  
represent d is t inc t  expressions of  the "house" as an ins t i tu-  
t ion. 

T h e  conc lus ion  p r e s e n t s  a number  of  hypotheses 
p e r t a i n i n g  to  t he  spatial an-d social organization of  the  
Wehea village. These matters are discussed in a broader 
c o n t e x t  o f  social  i nequa l i t y ,  fo l l ow ing  Louis Dumont's 
analysis. In t h i s  case, dualism is  p a r t  of  an hierarchical 
inclusion, based on the  logic of d i f ferent iat ion.  There  are 
indications t ha t  in t he  past t h e  parallel rows o f  houses o r  
long houses (dya '  min and Ion min) forming t he  two  named 
moieties of  t he  Wehea village, may have known a kind of 
exogamy i n  a rest r ic ted matrimonial exchange system. Th is  
i s  supported b y  t he  fact  t ha t  t he  two  moieties a re  s t i l l  
f u n c t i o n a l  at  t he  time o f  sowing. Moreover, t h e  Zafi- 
maniary example [Madagascar) presented b y  Maurice Bloch 
shows tha t  an exogamic moiety system can be  associated 
w i th  non-unilineal descent. 

Another aspect of  t he  Wehea social structure,  namely 
the  segmentation process o f  t he  descent l ines (sot) of the  
sma? ar istocrats (hepuy so') stemming f rom the  main lineage 
(waes) of  the  hepuy pwun ( t h e  r u l i n g  s t ra ta)  i s  compared t o  
t h e  Kayan  a n d  Kenyah  situation. Th i s  prov ides some 
explanations re la t ing t o  t he  dispersal of  the  social un i t s  
( 'corporate groups1)  formed by the  long houses in Central 
Borneo. 

MANTRA, IDA BACUS, Lifet ime migrat ion in Indonesia based 
on 1971 and 1980 census data, The Indonesian Journal of 
Ceoqraphy, Vol. 14, No. 47 (June 1984). p. 19-34. 



Populat ion migra t ion  caused a heterogenei ty o f  people 
(based on prov ince of b i r t h )  i n  several areas o f  Indonesia. 
T h e  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  l i fet ime migrat ions in several p rov inces 
in l n d o n e s i a  c a n  b e  d e t e c t e d  f r o m  the 1971 and 1980 
populat ion censuses. In 1971, t h e  destination of migrants 
was p r imar i l y  Jakar ta  a n d  Lampung. I n  1980, t h e  provinces 
o f  dest inat ion became more widespread. New destinations 
are, f o r  example. East Kalimantan, Riau, Jambi, Bengkulu, 
C e n t r a l  Kalimantan, a n d  Centra l  Sulawesi, even though  
J a k a r t a  and  Lampung remain the  pr imary  dest inat ion o f  
migrants.  

LUDWI N, KLEMENS, Umsiedlungen i n  Indonesien: das 
Transmigrat ions programm i n  Indonesien, Poqrom Ze i tschr i f t  
fur bedrohte Volker, 122 (1986). p. 39-42: photogr .  - 

Since t h e  U n i t e d  States o f  lndonesia were in tegra ted 
i n to  the  Republ ic  o f  Indonesia, t he re  have been numerous 
e thn ic  confl icts: i . e. regional  rebellions; t h e  incorporat ion 
o f  new te r r i t o r i es  ( l r i a n  Jaya and Timor T imur ) ;  and a 
t ransmigrat ion programme which threatens t h e  indigenous 
peoples o f  t h e  ou te r  islands. Kalimantan was on ly  opened 
up in t h e  late s ix t ies.  T h i s  was f i r s t  accomplished b y  t h e  
American wood indus t r y ,  and later  b y  mi l i tary-sponsored 
Indonesian companies. T h e  Dayak, making up about ha l f  o f  
K a l i m a n t a n " ~  p o p u l a t i o n ,  wer'e t h e  f i r s t  v ic t ims.  T h e  
t ransmigrat ion programmes increase t h e  Dayaks' plight, since 
t h e y  a re  e i ther  pushed back i n to  ever  less f e r t i l e  areas o r  
fo rced t o  assimilate. 

PADOCH, CHRISTINE, Labor ef f ic iency and in tens i t y  o f  land 
use i n  r i c e  product ion :  an  example f rom Kalimantan, Human 
Ecoloqy, Vol. 13. No. 3 (19851, p. 271-289; bibl. 

T h e  Boserup hypothes is  contends t h a t  land- intensive 
sys tems  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  wi l l  be  adopted on ly  when high 
p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  precludes t h e  use o f  land-extensive 
methods. In t h e  Kerayan d i s t r i c t  o f  East Kalimantan t h e  
L u n  Dayeh prac t ice  permanent-f ield r ice  cu l t i va t ion  despite 
v e r y  low human densi t i tes.  A n  .examidation o f  t h e  re la t ive  
labour efficiencies of s h i f t i n g  and'permanent- f ie ld agr icul -  
t u r e  i n  t h e  Kerayan, as well as o f  local environmental and 
histor ical  variables, expla ins why t h i s  "anomalous" s i tuat ion 
exists. It i s  argued that ,  t h e  "environment-free" Boserup 
hypothesis cannot adequately expla in o r  p red ic t  t h e  occur-  
rence of par t icu lar  fo rms of r i ce  ag r i cu l tu re  since re la t ive  
success in product ion  o f  r i ce  b y  sh i f t ing-  and  permanent- 

f i e l d  i r r i g a t e d  methods depends on  many na tu ra l  and social 
condi t ions o ther  than  levels o f  populat ion dens i ty .  

DOVE, MICHAEL R., Peasant v e r u s  government percept ion 
1 and  use of t h e  environment: a case-study o f  Banjarese 

ecology a n d  r i v e r  bas in  development in South  Kalimantan, 
Journal  of Southeast Asian Studies, Vol.  17. No. 1 (March 

, 1986). p. 113-136, map. 
In t h e  a u t h o r ' s  view, t o  t h e  ' top-downlbot tom-up'  

p lann ing analysis should b e  added analyses o f  p lanners  and  
agents of development. T h i s  paper  appl ies t h i s  t y p e  o f  

1 analys is t o  a s ingle r i v e r  bas in  in South  Kalimantan ( t h e  
1 Riam Kanan val ley) ,  t o  i l l us t ra te  how and w h y  development 
i p lans have fa i led and how these m igh t  b e  remedied. T h e  

r e p o r t  beg ins  w i t h  a b r i e f  descr ip t ion  o f  t h e  research s i t e  
and  t h e  hydro-e lec t r ic  p ro jec t  wh ich  has dominated develop- 
ment p lann ing  in t h e  area f o r  f i f t een  years. Subsequent 
sections contain an analys is o f  t h e  impact o f  t h i s  p ro jec t  o n  
two  major agroecosystems in t h e  s t u d y  area: forest-based 
swidden agr icul ture,  a n d  grassland-based permanent f i e l d  
farming.  Fo r  each area t h e  peasant system i s  examined. 
Governmental pol icy i n  each area i s  discussed, i nc lud ing  an 
analys is o f  t h e  empir ical basis ( o r  lack o f  i t )  f o r  these 
policies. T h e  author concludes w i t h  an explanat ion o f  w h y  
government pol icy has fa i led  t o  meet so many o f  i t s  s ta ted 
ob jec t i ves ,  and, in par t icu lar ,  w h y  t h e i r  pol icies have  
t r i g g e r e d  negat ive responses f r o m  t h e  phys ica l  and  social 
envi ronment.  

AZIDDIN, YUSTAN, Dar i  Musen k e  B K K N l  Kalsel: f r o m  t h e  
MUSEN t o  t h e  B K K N l  Ka lse l l t rans l .  by Ca thy  Folland, 
lndonesia Circle; No. 39 (March 1986), p. 31-38. 

T h i s  paper i s  an account o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  South  
Kalimantan Regional A r t s  Counci l  f r o m  i t s  incept ion  t o  i t s  
merger  w i t h  t h e  new National A r t s  Co-ord inat ing  B o d y  in 
1979. It beg ins  w i t h  a descr ip t ion  o f  t h e  "Manikebu" g r o u p  
o f  ar t is ts,  founded in Jakar ta  i n  1963. T h i s  anti-communist 
g r o u p  rece ived suppor t  f r o m  local a r t i s t s  in Sou th  Kaliman- 
tan .  A f te r  t h e  bann ing  o f  t h e  PKI  in 1965, t h e  l a t te r  
formed t h e  Dewan Kesenian Daerah ( Regional A r t s  Counci l  1 .  
T h e y  rece ived s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  p rov inc ia l  government  o f  
S o u t h  Kal imantan. I n  1981, t h e  cent ra l  government  in 
Jakarta took t h e  i n i t i a t i ve  f o r  t h e  creat ion o f  t h e  National 
A r t s  Co-ordinat ing Body .  T h i s  organizat ion also h a d  i t s  
local b ranches i n  South Kal imantan. It ex is ted alongside t h e  



Regional A r t s  Counci l  wh ich  had  been founded ear l ier .  T h e  
provincia l  government considered t h e  s i tuat ion a waste of 
money, t ime and energy  and  asked the  two organizations t o  1 
m e r g e  i n t o  o n e  co -o rd ina t i ng  body.  T h i s  occu r red  in ' 

February  1985. 

WOOD, WILLIAM BRUCE, Intermediate cit ies in t h e  resource , 
f r on t i e r :  a ,case s t u d y  o f  Samarinda and Balikpapan. East , 
Ka l imantan,  Indones ia ,  A n n  Arbor,  Mich. : Un ive rs i t y  
M i c r o f i l m  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  1986. X. 306 p. Xerographic , 
photocopy o f  Ph. D. thesis Honolulu: Un ive rs i t y  o f  Hawaii, 
1985. I 

T h i s  thesis focuses on t h e  func t ions  and ro les o f  two I 
intermediate c i t ies in resource f r o n t i e r  regions w i th in  an 
internat ional  economic system. Samarinda, t h e  center  o f  
t imber processing, and Balikpapan. t h e  regional petroleum 
r e f i n i n g  center, exper ienced r a p i d  economic and demographic 
g r o w t h  d u r i n g  t h e  1970's as they  became centers o f  pol i t ica l  i 
and economic cont ro l  ove r  regional resources. A qua l i ta t ive  
' u r b a n  system' model i s  used t o  analyze u r b a n  changes 
c a t a l y z e d  by t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  mu l t i - na t i ona l  t imber and 
p e t r o l e u m  c p r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  dominan t  r o l e  o f  t h e  
national government. 
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THE BORNEO RESEARCH COUNCIL 

The Borneo Research Council was founded in 1968 and 
i t s  membership consists of  Fellows, an international g roup  of  
scho la rs  who are professionally engaged in research in 
Borneo.  T h e  goals of t he  Council are  ( 1  1 t o  promote 
scientif ic research i n  Borneo; (2)  t o  permit  t he  research 
community, interested Borneo government departments and 
others to  keep abreast of ongoing research and i t s  results; 
(3 )  t o  s,erve as a vehicle f o r  drawing attention t o  u rgen t  
research problems; ( 4 )  t o  coordinate t he  f low of  information 
of Borneo research ar is ing f rom many diverse sources; (5 )  t o  
disseminate rap id ly  the  in i t ia l  resu l ts  of  research activity; 
and  ( 6 )  t o  fac i l i t a te  research by repor t ing  on cu r ren t  
cond i t i ons .  T h e  f unc t i ons  of t he  Council also include 



p r o v i d i n g  counsel a n d  assistance t o  research endeavors, 
c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  act iv i t ies.  and  t h e  pract ica l  appl icat ion o f  
research resu l ts .  

Suppor t  f o r  t h e  ac t iv i t ies  of t h e  Counci l  comes f r o m  
 subscription,^ t o  t h e  Borneo Research Bul let in, Fel lowship 
fees,  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  Cont r ibu t ions  have  p layed a 
s ign i f i cant  p a r t  in t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Council, a n d  t h e y  a re  
a lways welc6me. 

Fel lows o f  t h e  Borneo Research Counci l  

T h e  p r i v i l eges  o f  Fellows inc lude 111 par t ic ipa t ion  in 
t h e  organizat ion and  ac t iv i t ies  o f  t h e  Council; ( 2 )  right t o  
f o r m  committees o f  Fellows t o  deal w i t h  special research 
problems o r  in terests;  ( 3 )  suppor t  o f  t h e  Counci l 's p rogram 
of  f u r t h e r i n g  research in t h e  social. biological, a n d  medical 
sciences in Borneo; (4) subscr ip t ion  t o  t h e  Borneo Research 
Bu l le t in .  

T h e  Fellows o f  t h e  Counci l  serve  as a pool o f  know- 
ledge and exper t ise  o n  Borneo matters which may b e  d r a w n  
u p o n  t o  deal w i t h  speci f ic  problems b o t h  in t h e  f i e l d  o f  
r e s e a r c h  a n d  in t h e  p r a c t i c a l  app l ica t ion  o f  sc ien t i f i c  
knowledge! 

Fel lowship in t h e  Counci l  i s  b y  inv i tat ion,  a n d  enqui-  
r i e s  a re  welcomed in t h i s  rega rd .  

7 .  
' . 
INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS 

Research Notes: These should b e  concerned w i t h  a summary 
o f  research on  a pa r t i cu la r  subject  o r  geographical area; t h e  
r e s u l t s  of r e c e n t  research; a rev iew o f  t h e  l i te ra ture ;  
analyses o f  t h e  state o f  research; and so f o r t h .  Research 
Notes d i f f e r  f r o m  o t h e r  cont r ibu t ions  in t h a t  t h e  material  
covered should b e  based on  or ig ina l  research o r  t h e  use of 
judgment. exper ience a n d  knowledge o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  
t h e  author  in t h e  prepara t ion  o f  t h e  material  so t h a t  an 
or ig ina l  conclusion i s  reached. 

a summary o f  news, e i t he r  d e r i v e d  f r o m  p r i v a t e  sources o r  
summarized f rom items appear ing  in o the r  places t h a t  may 
n o t  b e  read i l y  accessible t o  t h e  reade rs  of t h e  Bu l l e t i n  but 
which  have an i n te res t  and  re levance f o r  them. T h e y  w i l l  
b e  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r l s  name in parentheses 
fo l lowing t h e  i tem t o  ind ica te  t h e  source. Summaries o f  
news longer t han  one o r  t w o  pa rag raphs  w i l l  appear w i t h  
t h e  con t r i bu to r ' s  name u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  a n d  pre faced by 
"From" . 
B ib l iograph ic  Section: A B ib l i og raphy  o f  recent  pub l ica t ions  
w i l l  appear in each issue o f  t h e  Bul let in ,  and, consequently, 
r e p r i n t s  o r  o the r  not ices o f  recen t  pub l ica t ions  wou ld  b e  
g ra te fu l l y  rece ived b y  t h e  Ed i to r .  

O the r  I tems: Personal news, b r i e f  summaries o r  research 
act ivi t ies, recen t  publ icat ions, a n d  o the r  b r i e f  i tems w i l l  
appear w i thou t  t h e  source speci f ica l ly  indicated.  T h e  Ed i to r  
u rges  those c o n t r i b u t i n g  such- news i tems t o  send them in 
t h e  f o r m  in wh ich  t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r  wishes them t o  appear 
r a t h e r  t h a n  leav ing  t h i s  t o  t h e  d i sc re t i on  o f  t h e  Ed i to r .  

Work ing  Papers: Research r e p o r t s  o r  papers  exceeding 10 
double-spaced pages w i l l  b e  pub l i shed  as Work ing  Papers. 
Au tho rs  who submit  such  papers  w i l l  b e  consul ted b y  t h e  
Ed i to r  who, upon obta in ing  an  au tho r ' s  consent, w i l l  e d i t  
a n d  process t h e  paper  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  by p r i v a t e  o rde r .  A 
l i s t  o f  W o r k i n g  Papers, w i t h  t h e  cost  o f  each, w i l l  b e  
inc luded in each issue o f  t h e  Bu l l e t i n .  

A l l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  shou ld  b e  sen t  t o  t h e  Edi tor .  Borneo 
Research Bul let in ,  c / o  Department  o f  Anthropology,  College 
of William and  Mary, Will iamsburg, V A  23185, U.S.A. 

B r i e f  Communications: These d i f f e r  f rom t h e  fo rego ing in 
t h a t  n o  o r i g ina l  conclusions a re  d r a w n  n o r  any  data  in 
consist ing p r imar i l y  o f  a statement of research in ten t ions  o r  

STYLE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 

P l e a s e  s u b m i t  a l l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  d o u b l e - s p a c e d .  
Research Notes a n d  B r i e f  Communications shou ld  b e  l imi ted 
t o  approximately e igh t  double-spaced pages. Footnotes are  
t o  b e  avoided wherever  possib le.  B ib l iograph ies  shou ld  b e  
l i s ted  a lphabet ical ly  b y  au tho r  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  con t r i -  
bu t ions :  au tho r  shou ld  appear o n  a separate line, t h e n  date, 



t i t l e  of article, journal, volume number, and pages. For 1 
books, include place of publication and f inal ly publisher. 
References in the body of contributions should be cited b y  I 

au thor ' s  last name, date, and page number as follows: , 
(Smith 1950:36-41). For punctuation and capitalization re fer  
to  Bibl iographic Section. 

I 
! 

Namesi,mentioned i n  t h e  News Sect ion and  other 1 
uncredited contributions wil l  be capitalized and underl ined. 1 

I 

A r twork i s  t o  be  submitted i n  professionally prepared, 
camera-ready copy. Costs incurred b y  the  Council in 
reproducing maps o r  i l lustrations wil l  be charged to  the 
author. 
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T h e  f o l l ow ing  a r e  c u r r e n t  r a tes  f o r  Fellows and 
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